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stands in front of
the office at Roxbury Camp.

Ray Heisey, of the Mt. Rock congregation, is a special
person. Ray's commitment to and modeling of discipleship characteristics is noticed by all whose lives interact
with his. Ray is a leader of the congregation, and he is
the administrator of Roxbury Holiness Camp.
Ray dedicates many hours to the church. Never boastful or proud of his involvement, he is a deacon, church
secretary, and is on the church board. Ray quietly assists
in prayer partnership, preparation of council business,
and ministering to needy members of the body.
Residing in Roxbury, Pa., Ray has four children, from
a junior at Messiah College to a six-month-old daughter.
His wife Mim supports Ray, giving him the opportunity
to do service wherever necessary.

day or night. Ray must participate in a constant stream of
activity to assure that camp residents are content and
their needs are met. He tirelessly works to maintain a
well-organized and efficient camp.

As administrator of Roxbury Camp, Ray expends
most of his energy in facilitating camp activities. During
warmer months, Ray works double or triple time, and in
the winter slows it down to a reasonable level. In recent
years the use of the campground has increased beyond
just summer usage, and the camp facilities have expanded. Ray has grown with the camp, and has added to its
success.

In addition to church and camp activities, Ray frequently participates in volunteer services for M C C and
related church activities. He most recently went to Georgia to help clean up after damaging floods.

Ray is responsible for reservations, cleaning, maintenance, and
up-keep of the campus. He delegates activities, but also assists as
needed. If a toilet is clogged or
there is no hot water, Ray uses
his handyman skills and fixes the
problem. The telephone is always
answered, no matter what time of

Ray's family and home aid in his servantship. They
have hosted three visitors with the M C C Visitor
Exchange Program, shared
their home with international
visitors, and provided meals
"Special P e o p l e " p r o f i l e s a
for needy travelers.
w i d e variety of Brethren in
Christ m e m b e r s of all a g e s a n d
Ray Heisey is a tall man,
f r o m all w a l k s of life.
busy with the business of God
Y o u are invited t o s u b m i t a
and his faith. His easy-going
short article a b o u t s o m e "Spedemeanor
never seems to tire
cial P e r s o n " y o u w o u l d like t o
when doing the Lord's work.
i n t r o d u c e t o Visitor readers.
Articles s h o u l d b e typewritten,
This includes portraying Jesus
preferably 3 0 0 - 4 0 0 w o r d s , a n d
in the Mt. Rock congregation's
m u s t h a v e t h e approval of t h e
annual Living Cross presentap e r s o n b e i n g profiled. If your
tion.
Ray is a special person, a
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for all.
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s e c u r e a p h o t o for publication
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This article was written by Sharon
Engle, Shippensburg, Pa.
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by Jay

McDermond

is that

I

T IS INTERESTING TO NOTE
what we fear when we are
young. I asked members of our
congregation about the basis of their
childhood fears. This survey confirmed my theory that many people
recall darkness as their greatest fear.
Fear of the dark seems to be a phobia that has been with humanity for
ages. Much of our symbolism
revolves around the absence or presence of light. Light is seen as positive, pure, and a reason for hope and
joy. Darkness, on the other hand, is
viewed as negative, evil, and the
basis for fear and grief.
When the human race enters a
period of uncertainty and doubt, it is
known as a "dark age." The people
of Isaiah's day, who lived in a very
dark period, rejoiced when they
found hope in a new king who they
thought would bring peace to the
nation. Ultimately, they were disappointed. Centuries later, the followers of Jesus boasted confidently that
at last the Prince of Peace had come.
There was light to be seen in the
midst of their "dark age." They were

(based on Isaiah 9:2-7)
The people walking in darkness
have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of the shadow
of death
a light has dawned.
You have enlarged the nation
and increased theirjoy;
they rejoice before you
as people rejoice at the harvest,
as men rejoice
when dividing the plunder.
4

For as in the day ofMidian's defeat,
you have shattered
the yoke that burdens them,
the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor...
For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given
and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty Cod,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Evangelical Visitor

not afraid of the dark because they
saw a great light.
I do not believe that I am a paranoid personality, but I am afraid. I
am afraid because I live in a dark
age. We live in an age of unbelievable violence. But violence is not
new. Ask Isaiah.
Page Kelley, who wrote the Isaiah commentary for the Broadman
Bible Commentary, writes this in the
introduction:
"No prophet was more closely
related to the historical events of
this time than Isaiah. He served as
spiritual adviser to the kings of
Judah during the latter half of the
eighth century. Perhaps more than
any other prophet, he deserves to be
called 'God's politician.' The book
of Isaiah can be properly understood
only when it is interpreted in the
light of events that transpired from
the mid-eighth century to the end of
the sixth century" (p. 151).
This emphasis on the historical
events is particularly true when we
turn to Isaiah 9:1-7. This passage
arises initially from the life experience of God's people. The poetry
results from an event that caused
great joy in the midst of a troublesome and dark age.

T

he small nations of Israel and
Judah had always struggled
for survival. It seems that
from the very beginning, they were
in a position where they had to
defend themselves, [f the problem
was not a Midianite attack, it was a
Philistine invasion. If the Jews were
at peace with those two, the Ammonites and Edomites were plotting
the fall of God's people. Military
struggle was not uncommon for
Israel and Judah.
Something very frightening happened late in the eighth century
before Christ. An international super
power named Assyria developed. It
was one thing to joust with Edom; it
was another story to tangle with
Assyria. The Assyrian Empire was
the ancient world's counterpart to
Nazi Germany. They were well
organized and possessed an awesome military machine. The AssyriDecember 1995

We live in
an age of
unbelievable
violence.
But violence
is not new.
Ask Isaiah.
ans ruthlessly went about fulfilling
their vision of world domination. If
a nation quietly gave in to Assyria's
demands, they were treated kindly
and only forced to send huge
amounts of tribute to the conquering
Assyrians. Should a nation resist the
Assyrians, the Assyrian king would
lead his armies on a rampage
through the rebellious uncompliant
nation.
The northern kingdom of Israel
chose the second option and entered
into an alliance with Syria. Assyria
moved quickly. The Syrian capital
fell. Israel's northern-most tribal
lands of Zebulun and Naphtali were
crushed. Only the Jews' assassination of their own king saved Israel
from total destruction. Although the
northern kingdom was spared, this
display of raw power sent shock
waves throughout the Ancient Near
East. The kingdom of Judah saw the
handwriting on the wall. Eventually
they would face this empire, and
there was not much hope because
their present king was quite sinful.
What they needed was a king who
feared God. That was their only
option for salvation!
Fortunately for Judah, such a
king came to power. His name was
Hezekiah, and the people were certain a great light had been lit. Many
Bible scholars believe that Isaiah
9:2-7 comes from the coronation

ceremony of a king—probably
Hezekiah. The joy of the people is
reflected in these verses. At last,
there was a pious and righteous
ruler. He would exercise his own
wisdom, he would be powerful, he
would show eternal kindness, and he
would rule in peace. This king
would reign with justice and righteousness. Hezekiah would do this,
not because he was unusually bright,
overly gifted, or militarily superior.
Rather, he would fulfill these hopes
because he was in touch with God.
Finally, Judah had a king who
sought God's wisdom. The nation
had seen a great light.
Judah's history tells us that
Hezekiah never quite met those
lofty expectations. He was a good
king, but he was not their Messiah.
In time, Israel was conquered by
Assyria, and Judah fell to Babylon.
Once again the people "walked in
darkness"; yet, their hope for a Messianic king thrived.

C

enturies later, in a way that
few of God's people expected, that great light did appear.
This time it was not the weak glimmer of a human king. It was the glorious blaze of God's Messiah—
Jesus of Nazareth. This king came
to break the tyranny of the world's
oppressor. This king was and is
"Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, and Prince of
Peace." The rule of this king will
never end.
While Jesus lived and taught, the
"people who walked in darkness
saw a great light." They saw the
light that one need not be a slave to
sin. They saw the light that one need
not rebel against God. They saw the
light that God desires and makes
peace possible between people. The
early church took this light seriously. They knew Jesus fulfilled Isaiah's expectation and they told
everyone they knew about their reason for rejoicing. For approximately
three hundred years, believers proclaimed the good news that salvation and peace were R E A L possibilities for all people. But gradually the
message changed. The light began
5

to dim. The good news of peace was
dropped from the church's message.

T

he century we live in is as
dark as the eighth century
before Christ. Despite the fact
that the Church of Christ has representation in virtually every nation
on this planet, the nations of the
world continue to stumble in the
darkness. If you do not see the twentieth century as dark as the eighth
century B.C., look at two of the better known events of the 1900s—
World Wars I and II. They are only
the two largest wars of this century.
There are many others: France and
Vietnam; United States and Vietnam; China and Vietnam; Russia's

total population. The worst horror of
the Second World War occurred on
August 6, 1945. For political and
humanitarian reasons, the physicists
who developed the atomic bomb
encouraged the U.S. government to
invite world leaders to a desert
island for a non-lethal exhibition of
this weapon's overwhelming power.
They encouraged the government
officials not to use this weapon on a
populated area without a prior warning. The scientists were told that
given all the factors, there was "no
acceptable alternative to direct military use."* And so, in a matter of
minutes, 78,000 citizens of Hiroshima died. Even after this, the
Japanese military advisers begged
for an opportunity to fight
one last battle.
The bad news
from August 9,
1945 was that
35,000 died
from a second
nuclear blast.
The good news
was that the
Emperor
stopped listening to his military advisers.

The followers of Christ can still
take up the banner of peace.
We can respond faithfully to
God's desire for a great light
that points to a way of life
other than violence and hatred.
invasion of Afghanistan, Hungary
and Poland; Pakistan and India;
India and China; Arabs and Israelis;
countless civil wars such as those in
Nicaragua, El Salvador, Zimbabwe,
Ethiopia, Somalia, and the former
Yugoslavia—all of these and many
more constitute a part of the history
of the twentieth century.
We cannot accurately number the
total loss of human life in this century as a result of armed conflict, but
we have the shocking figures from
the two largest wars. In the "War to
End All Wars," 9,700,000 people
died. In one battle alone (the First
Battle of Somme—July 1 to November 19, 1916), 1,030,000 died.
Twenty years later we realized
that humanity learned nothing from
the first world conflict. During the
Second World War, an estimated
54,800,000 people were slaughtered.
Poland alone lost 22.2 percent of its
6

World leaders still insist that their
nations' hope and salvation is to be
found in violence. Each nation fears
those nations on the "other side" and
so there is a struggle to get ahead.
Weapons are collected, information
is gathered, troops are deployed, and
shots are fired. Within nations,
groups of citizens hate and fear
other groups. Civil strife erupts. The
blood-letting runs its course until
the combatants exhaust themselves.
Indeed, we live in a dark age.
Why are the nations in the dark?
Simply put, they have no light. They
know no other options. They know
of no options partly because the
Christians of the world miss their
opportunities to witness to the alternatives. The people of God have

'The American Destiny, Henry Steele
Commager, editor in chief. Vol. 16, p. 130.
The Danberry Press.

missed God's mandate to witness
for and to the way of peace.

B

ut all is not lost. There is
hope that our witness can
change. The followers of
Christ can still take up the banner of
peace. We can respond faithfully to
God's desire for a great light that
points to a way of life other than
violence and hatred. On behalf of
Jesus the Wonderful Counselor, we
can give the nations wise counsel.
We can, because this is God's will
and God makes the power of the
Spirit available to those who desire
to do the will of God.
What could happen if every
Christian took seriously Jesus' call
to live in peace? I do not think it
will come as any surprise to us that
this would be difficult. Because of
the difficulty, we must prepare for
our witness and continue to
strengthen ourselves by Bible study
and prayer. We must turn to the
Bible, the wellspring of life, to read
of and capture the vision of God's
peaceable kingdom. Once we firmly
grasp that vision, we must turn to
God in prayer, seeking guidance,
wisdom, and strength as we set out
to put the vision into practice.
The witness can take on a variety
of forms. Indeed, a variety of forms
are needed. We can use opportunities for dialogue with Christian
friends when conversations move to
world events and possible solutions.
We can confront the prevailing ideas
that violent force is the solution to
our world's problems. We need to
witness to world leaders, and this
can be done by writing letters to
government officials. There are
many other methods of witnessing
that we will need to look at and
evaluate as we attempt to bring light
to all people.
Where is that light? That light is
still to be found in Jesus Christ. That
light is seen wherever the kingdom
of God is being built. That light is
seen in the people of God as they
witness to God's vision for peace.
Jay McDermond is a member of the faculty of Messiah College, Grantham, Pa.
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Matthew's genealogy are
Gentiles: Tamar and Rahab
were Canaanites, Ruth was
a Moabite, Bathsheba was
the wife of a Hittite
(although she herself may
have been an Israelite).

N O U R DAY of one-parent
families and divorce, many
of us are trying to recover a
sense that we belong to something bigger than ourselves.
That was the appeal of Alex
Haley's book. Roots. That's the
goal if you are working on a
family tree—to get connected to
your past.
When Matthew outlines Jesus'
genealogy, he offers us a way to
find roots for ourselves that we
may not have been aware of.
Those who belong to Jesus are
heirs to God's promises to Abraham and David. Their family history becomes ours as well. Family
is important.

Further, God planned Jesus' history, and God works in both orderly and disruptive ways. What God
does often involves radical breaks
with the existing order. The question is, are we staying open to God's
unpredictability? Are we prepared
to follow G o d — n o matter what?
God's plan always involves the obedience of ordinary people.
A quick survey of Matthew's
genealogy of Jesus will give us
helpful insights into these two ideas:
(1) families are important, and (2)
we as ordinary people are called to
follow God in obedience.
Families are important
A good family is a wonderful
asset. If you have parents who
taught you about the good things of
life, who prayed for you, who disciplined you for your good, you are
fortunate indeed. You are more fortunate than Jesus in his ancestry.
Oh yes, for Jesus there was Abraham who believed God and it was
credited to him for righteousness,
and there was David, a man after the
Lord's own heart—according to
1 Sam. 13:14. But there was also
Tamar (Matthew 1:3). Some of the
most famous women in Israel's history aren't mentioned—Sarah,
Rebekah, Rachel—but Tamar is on
the list. Remember her? In Genesis
38 she seduced her own father-inlaw, Judah. And in Jesus' genealogy
list there is Rahab (verse 5), the
December 1995

Matthew developed his
genealogy in three sections:
Abraham to King David (the
greatest of Israel's kings);
David to Josiah (the last free
king before the exile to Babylon); and Josiah to Joseph.
Notice carefully (verse 16)
how the genealogy ends. As he
comes to Mary, the fifth woman
in the list, Matthew doesn't follow his usual formula: "
the father of
," but speaks
of "Joseph, the husband of Mary,
of whom was born Jesus." At
this point God himself renews the
blood line.
A week ago one of my computer disks crashed. Some funny
thing went wrong
and I couldn't get
data from the disk.
That sort of thing
happens in human
genealogy. Some chromosome on
the DNA helix goes wrong, making
successive generations susceptible
to some diseases. And here at this
point in history, God
himself renews the
ancestry of Jesus. In
one sense, it is shortliverl for
f n r Tp
lived,
Jesus had no children. But
in another, more significant sense,
Jesus became the father of millions
through faith—creating in people
hopelessly compromised morally, a
new strain renewed by God's power.
We live in a time when people
who are thinking of marriage don't
often ask the question: "What about
this person's family?" But caution is
a good thing. It is not merely genetic
considerations, but in some family
lines you share the promise of God
that comes through the families of
people who have been faithful to
him. God made a promise to Abraham and because of Abraham's
faith, it was a promise to his descendants (Genesis 17:17). The promise

The promise
and the
plan of God

™

^ ^

by Robert B. Ives
prostitute of Jericho, who was the
mother of Boaz—the same Boaz
who married Ruth, the woman
whose story is told in the book of
Ruth. Matthew mentions a fourth
woman, although not by name
(verse 6). We know this was
Bathsheba.
There is something unusual, even
irregular about each of these four
women in Jesus ancestry. Matthew
gives Jesus' genealogy through the
royal line of kings, back to King
David, and then all the way back to
Abraham. But the four women of

7

by Paul

Lewis

It was a cold, ten-degree Christmas Eve when the Walchushauser
family spread a bale of straw on
the porch and wiggled into their
sleeping bags to spend the night.
Huddled together, they discovered
that the story of how Jesus first
entered the world took on warm
new dimensions. The multisensory
drama was so vivid that they've
slept on the porch every Christmas
since.
Several states away, the Simpson children are nervously singing,
reciting their poems and presenting
"mini-pageants" prepared again for
this year's family Christmas gathering.
In yet another home, the Carters
return from the annual Christmas
cantata at church to light the eight
candles surrounding the carved,
miniature Nativity scene on their
coffee table. As the rising heat
f r o m the candles makes the small
figures turn on their base, the family joins hands and sings, "Happy
birthday, dear Jesus..." The birthday cake is cut and enjoyed in
honor of his birth.
Traditions like these are the
threads from which our most valued memories are woven—the customs and practices which call us
aside f r o m the ordinary routines to
focus on someone or something
precious to us. Family traditions
are enormously important because
they help stabilize and hold a family together from year to year and
generation to generation. They help

children absorb
the beliefs and
values we
want them to
enjoy and pass
on.
Some family traditions
occur more
frequently than
just the holidays. The Sunday
evening dinner menu
at the Schaffers' is
always cinnamon toast, hot
chocolate, and conversation. No
one misses it. It's a cherished family tradition, and simple joys like
these help keep families stuck
tightly together.
A helpful family exercise some
evening would be to clear away the
dinner dishes, provide paper and
pencils, and ask each person to list
those activities which he or she
regards as traditions in your family.
The answers may surprise you and
will likely range beyond holiday
times to encompass many regular
facets of family living.
Once you've pooled your
answers, evaluate what you find.
Two criteria are: (1) Do these traditions usually involve everyone in
the preparing as well as the participating? Those that do will more
likely be valued and preserved into
the next generation. (2) Does the
tradition emphasize authentic spiritual and human values rather than
expensive gifts and activities? Tra-

Luminaria
welcome guests arriving
at the door of this home.
ditions worth keeping are usually
expensive only in terms of time.
Be sure that several of your family's important traditions include
church activities and times with
other friends in the Body of Christ.
Many traditions can meet the needs
of the sick or elderly, missionaries,
and single parents and their children.
Family traditions can't be
bought, no matter how wealthy you
are. These treasures are acquired
simply, installment by installment,
as time passes. The strength of values and the warmth of memories
they carry will help you and your
descendants through good and bad
times. Meaningful family traditions, holiday or otherwise, are
worth the effort!
Paul Lewis is the editor of DADS ONLY
newsletter and lives with his family in
Julian, Calif The article is published courtesy of David C. Cook Church Ministries.
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was not automatic, according to
Genesis 17:9—people had to keep
God's covenant. But because God is
gracious, we often get more than we
ourselves deserve because of parents
or grandparents who were faithful to
God.
Obedience of ordinary persons
This brings us to the second consideration in this passage. God
planned Jesus' history, and God's
plan always involves the obedience
of ordinary people. It also sometimes involves irregular events.
Jesus is a descendant of both
Abraham and David, and therefore
he is heir to the promises God made
to them. God said to Abraham, "I
will make nations of you and kings
will come from you. I will establish
my covenant as an everlasting
covenant between me and you and
your descendants after you..." (Genesis 17:6-7). Jesus was not only heir
to those promises, he fulfilled them,
and so God did more than Abraham
could possibly have known. God
does that for us—more than we can
possibly know. But God is faithful
to his promises. They are part of his
plan.
In 1901, Booker T. Washington,
the first president of Tuskegee Institute, published his autobiography,
Up From Slavery. In that book he
describes meeting a former slave in
Virginia. Two or three years before
Lincoln signed the Emancipation
Proclamation, this slave had signed
a contract with his former owner
that allowed him to buy his freedom
and work, and then pay this man a
certain amount each year. Wages
were higher in Ohio than in Virginia, so he went to work in Ohio.
When the Emancipation was signed,
he still owed $300, and he walked
back to Virginia to pay his former
master all the money.
When the man told his story to
Booker T. Washington, he said, "I
know I didn't have to pay that debt,
but I had given my word and I have
always kept my word."
Even more so does God keep his
Word—but often God uses what we
think are strange ways.
December 1995

We have much to
hope from the
genealogy of
Matthew. In its
depths, hidden from
the shallow glance, is
the family that is heir
to God's promises,
and the plan of God
in Jesus' history,
a plan that involves
the obedience of
ordinary people.
In Genesis 38 we read that one of
Judah's sons married Tamar, but the
son died. By Jewish law, Judah
should have given Tamar to a third
unmarried son, but he didn't—
breaking his own law. Tamar, using
trickery to seduce Judah who had
wronged her, became pregnant by
him, and had twin sons. But Perez,
one of the twins born to Tamar by
her father-in-law, was an ancestor of
Jesus.
Then there was Rehab, a prostitute of Jericho, who believed God
and was delivered from the destruction of Jericho by the Israelites. She
married Salmon, the great-greatgrandfather of David. How does
God do that? It's in his plan!
Remember Ruth? She has such an
interesting story, she gets her own
book of the Bible to tell it. A
Moabite woman, Ruth married a
man from the tribe of Judah, but he
died before they had children. She
was a beautiful and hard-working
woman and traveled back to the land
of Judah from Moab with her mother-in-law, Naomi. There she came to
the attention of Boaz, an older man
who related to Naomi. He married
Ruth and they had a son, who was
King David's grandfather.
And Bathsheba. Everyone knows
her story—how David arranged for
her husband to die in battle so that
he could marry Bathsheba, who was

already pregnant with David's child.
As 2 Samuel 11:27 notes, "The
thing David had done displeased the
Lord." David repented, but he was
punished—the child died. And yet,
from David and Bathsheba came a
line of kings from whom Jesus is
descended.
Are we not sinful also? Do we
not also displease the Lord at times?
What will God do? He is abundant
in mercy and ready to pardon. And
he works in our lives in both orderly
and disruptive ways. God is slow to
anger and plenteous in mercy. However, we dare not presume on the
Lord's mercy.
In one of Conan-Doyle's Sherlock Holmes stories, The Naval
Treaty. Holmes (who isn't a particularly religious person) walks to an
open window and holds up the stalk
of a moss-rose. Looking at the dainty blend of crimson and green, he
says,
"Religion can be built up as an
exact science by the reasoner. Our
highest assurance of the goodness of
Providence seems to me to rest in
the flowers. All other things—our
powers, our desires, our food—are
all really necessary for our existence
in the first instance. But this rose is
an extra. Its smell and its color are
an embellishment of life, not a condition of it. It is only goodness
which gives extras, and so I say
again that we have much to hope
from the flowers."
And we, too, have much to hope
from the genealogy of Matthew. It
seems non-essential at first. You
may have skipped over it as you
read Matthew. But in its depths, hidden from the shallow glance, is the
family that is heir to God's promises, and the plan of God in Jesus'
history, a plan that involves the obedience of ordinary people. And in
that promise and in that plan are the
embellishments of our spiritual
lives, more than you could have
hoped for.

Robert B. Ives is senior pastor of the
Grantham, Pa., congregation.
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The Holy
Spirit of
Christmas
by Bill O'Connor

W

E ALL KNOW that Christmas celebrates the gift of
God's Son to the world. We
know that Jesus, the gift, is "the
reason for the season." I wonder,
however, whether we understand
the role that the Holy Spirit, the
third member of the Trinity, plays
in the Christmas story? Without the
Spirit's involvement in Christmas,
there would be no holiday, nothing
to celebrate, for Jesus would never
have been born. Apart from the
Holy Spirit's participation, the
r e d e m p t i v e idea of the Father
would have died stillborn. If not
for the Spirit, Mary would have
had no infant child to lay in the
manger.

M a t t h e w ' s a c c o u n t of the
Christmas story begins like this:
"This is how the birth of Jesus
Christ came about: His mother
Mary was pledged to be married to
J o s e p h , but b e f o r e they c a m e
together, she was found to be with
child through the Holy Spirit"
(Matthew 1:18). The Holy Spirit
was the agent of conception. It was
he who divinely and miraculously
brought about an event that had
never happened before in human
history, and has never happened
since—a virgin birth. A young
woman, probably a teenaged girl,
was found to be with child. It was
her testimony that she never had
intimate relations with a man. Yet
she was with child. Though her
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contemporaries would naturally be
skeptical, the Bible makes it clear
that the Holy Spirit had accomplished the physically impossible
inside her womb. She was with
child through (or by the agency of)
the Holy Spirit.
Luke tells us that Mary's first
reaction to the angelic announcement was "How can these things
be?" It was only natural for Mary
to question the angel specifically
because she was a virgin at the
time. The angel's answer to Mary's
question brings us face-to-face
again with the Spirit's agency in
the Christmas story. "The Holy
Spirit come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be
born will be called the Son of God"
(Luke 1:35).
The words "come upon you"
speak of the Holy Spirit's arriving
in Mary's life as a divine visitation
of God's presence and power. He
came upon Mary at the moment of
conception in a way unknown by
any other human being before or
since. The word "overshadow"
which the angel used to describe
God's divine work is a combination of Greek words meaning "to
superimpose or cast a shade over."
The same Greek word is used of
the cloud which hovered over the
disciples at the transfiguration, and
of people who were healed when

the shadow of the Apostle Peter
passed over them.
The same word can also mean
"to envelope." Mary was literally
s u r r o u n d e d , e n v e l o p e d by the
power of the Most High as it was
wielded by the Holy Spirit who is
the agent of that power. Inside that
divine enclosure of power, the miracle of conception took place. It is
beyond human comprehension, but
not beyond the grasp of faith.
Shortly after conception, Mary
paid a visit to her cousin Elizabeth,
who was also miraculously going
to have a child (not by divine conception, but by divine intervention). Once again the Holy Spirit
m a n i f e s t s his p r e s e n c e in the
Christmas story. Luke tells us that
"When Elizabeth heard Mary's
greeting, the baby leaped in her
womb, and Elizabeth was filled
with the Holy Spirit" (Luke 1:41).
A few month later, when it was
time for Jesus's cousin John to be
born, his father, Zechariah, had
another encounter with the Spirit.
Because of his doubt at the time an
angel visited him to announce the
i m p e n d i n g birth of his son,
Zechariah had been struck dumb.
He was not able to utter a word
until he announced on the day of
the baby's circumcision that the
child's name would be John, in
obedience to G o d ' s c o m m a n d .
Then Luke tells us that "His father
Evangelical Visitor

Zechariah was filled with the Holy
Spirit and prophesied...." (Luke 1:67).
In both the experience of Elizabeth
and of Zechariah, the word "filled" is
used to speak of the Holy Spirit's touch
on their lives. The Greek word used by
Luke refers to being filled completely.
The same word is used in Scripture to
speak of a sponge being filled with
vinegar (Matthew 27:48), of a boat
being filled with fish (Luke 5:7), and of
a wedding being filled with guests
(Matthew 22:10). The sponge was saturated so that it could hold no more.
The boat was so packed with fish that it
threatened to sink. The wedding was
so crowded with guests that there was
scarcely room to contain them. Elizabeth and Zechariah were so filled with
the Spirit's presence within that they
burst forth in exclamations of joy.
When Joseph first heard of Mary's
pregnancy, he was dismayed. He was
going to dissolve the betrothal and quietly walk away from the whole situation. And that's what he would surely
have done if not for another angelic
visit. The message of the angel to
Joseph again explains the Holy Spirit's
involvement in the process of conception. "Joseph son of David," the angel
said, "do not be afraid to take Mary
home as your wife, because what is
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit" (Matthew 1:20).
The word "conceived" is the Greek
word for procreate, a word which refers
to the part of a father in the conception
of a child. The language made it clear
to J o s e p h that no o t h e r m a n w a s
involved, but that Mary's baby was the
direct result of the creative activity of
the Holy Spirit of God. Joseph wasn't
told how the miracle had been accomplished, but he was left in no doubt that
there was indeed a miracle involved.
Likewise, though we cannot understand
how the Spirit accomplished the miracle, we can rejoice that he did.
A final note on the Spirit's presence
in the Christmas story is found in the
presentation of the Christ child at the
temple after the time of Mary's purification (a ritual period during which a
new mother was considered impure and
remained c o n f i n e d ) . There was an
elderly priest by the name of Simeon
who, according to Luke "was waiting
for the consolation of Israel, and the
Holy Spirit was upon him" (Luke 2:25).
December 1995

The consolation of Israel was, of
course, the coming of the Messiah.
Simeon had waited his entire life for
the Messiah to appear. He surely hadn't
been present in the temple every one
of those days during which he had kept
his vigil. Yet he was in the temple on
the day the Jesus was brought for dedi c a t i o n . C o i n c i d e n c e ? Not f o r a
moment. Luke tells us that "Moved by
the Spirit, he went into the temple
courts" (Luke 2:27). Simeon was present because the Holy Spirit planned it
so. His years of faithfulness caused
God to choose him to be the one to
present the Messiah to Jehovah.
From before the conception; through
the angelic announcements to Mary and

Elizabeth, Zechariah and Joseph; in the
miracle of the virgin birth itself; and
through the dedication of the Messiah to
his Father God, the Holy Spirit was
present and active in the Christmas
story. Apart from his presence and activity, there would be no story to celebrate.
So, this Christmas, while you thank God
for his wonderful gift, and while you
celebrate the birth of the Son, remember
also to appreciate the work of the Holy
Spirit, without whom you would have
no savior and no salvation. He is truly
the Holy Spirit of Christmas.

Bill O'Connor lives in Newberg, Ore.

C H R I S T M A S IDEAS

Sharing

the joy of
the season

Christmas Worship
What happens during the holiday season at your house? Frantic, last-minute
preparations, package wrappings flying, relatives coming, a big dinner, a church
service? This year, make a place for family worship service. Choose a time
when children's minds can be free from presents, and let each family member
contribute by lighting a candle, choosing a favorite carol for all to sing, expressing something he or she is grateful for this Christmas, or saying a prayer.
Jesus' Birthday Party
Have a birthday party for Jesus complete with balloons, cake, ice cream, and
games. Light the candles on the cake and sing "Happy birthday to Jesus." Give
each family member a small gift that will remind him or her of Jesus (an inexpensive Christmas book, a Scripture verse bookmark, biblical stickers, a new
Bible, etc.).
Christmas Hymn
"O Little Town of Bethlehem" was written by minister Phillip Brooks. He had
visited Bethlehem, and the picture of the village where Jesus was born was vivid
in his mind. The hymn's melody was written by Lewis Redner, Sunday school
superintendent and organist at Brooks' church.
Help children find Bethlehem on a map. Talk about the words of the hymn and
sing it together. Read Isaiah 9:2 aloud. Turn off the lights and light a candle. Sing
the hymn again, thinking of the "everlasting Light."
Simple Christmas
Spend a family night creating natural, simple decorations. Fill a bowl or glass
jar with cranberries. Gather several interestingly shaped, thorny tree branches,
stand them in a container, and tie Christmas cards on to display. Cover a platter
with straw and lay a small loaf of bread on top as a reminder of how Jesus, the
Bread of Life, was laid in a manger.
Article courtesy of David C. Cook Church Ministries.
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Reflections on t h e Pastoral Ministry

A testimonial: How congregations
affirmed and supported us

by Ruth Dourte

For many years I have wanted to
share more widely how our congregations affirmed and supported us during
35 years of pastoral ministry. I would
like to challenge people across the
church to do it again or keep it up in
relation to their own pastor. I also want
to take this opportunity to affirm those
who have supported us.
We hear of congregations who send
their pastors on a worldwide trip or a
special vacation in recognition of
many years of faithful service. That is
a corporate effort which greatly benefits and blesses a few pastors, but it is
beyond the reach of many congregations.
I am highlighting the way individual members specifically ministered to
our family in ways that affirmed the
value and significance of our ministry,
sometimes at the very beginning of a
term of service, before we had opportunity to prove ourselves faithful or
worthy. These creative and generous
acts helped direct a larger portion of
our energies toward our varied ministries in the congregation and the
community.
In one congregation, very soon after
our arrival with a six-month old baby
and her nine- and ten-year-old siblings,
a college professor informed me that
she would arrange for child care anytime I needed it. She had a list of volunteers whom she could contact and
commission to the task. I needed only
to call her with a specific request.
What a comfort and blessing to be
relieved of what is often a very stressful responsibility for the pastor's wife,
who hesitates to ask or who cannot
afford to pay for child care as often as
it is needed. The pastor's wife is the
one woman in the congregation who
will probably attend every funeral,
wedding, bridal and baby shower, regular and special meeting, as well as
making visits where it is not convenient or appropriate for the pastor to
go alone. These expectations may
have changed in recent years, but there
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are still expectations that an involved
and conscientious pastor's wife has of
herself in her desire to affirm the worth
of each person in the congregation. In
addition to all this she often teaches a
class, leads a group, sings in the choir
or chairs a committee.
Another wonderful and generous
support came from a single professional nurse who informed me that,
since her schedule at work prevented
her from personal help, she would pay
someone every week to clean the parsonage and do my ironing! She did so
until she moved out of the area.
One layman delivered several
dozen eggs every week and another
regularly delivered all the milk we
could use, including chocolate! Our
children loved him. Some members
made sure the pastor took his day off
by offering to take our family on a day
trip to a place of interest, or inviting all
of us to their home for a lovely meal.
S o m e l o a n e d us their c a m p e r s or
shared their cabins for our vacations.
One older couple, who had no grandchildren, adopted us and made their
home and bountiful table available
every holiday, and made sure each
f a m i l y m e m b e r had some special
birthday celebration.
When classes or service groups had
potluck meals, pastor and wife were
always invited (including sewing circle, whether I sewed or not) and I was
reminded to bring no food. How gracious! These people recognized that I
prepared lots of extra food in the parsonage for church guests, visitors, and
people from the highways and byways
who were rarely privileged to eat any
but their own sparse fare.
The medical doctors in all our pastorates provided f r e e care in their
offices, charged no fees for surgeries,
and expressed their appreciation that
we did not consult them at church or
social events about our ills! Most congregations now provide some kind of
medical insurance.
Then there were those wonderfully

insightful men and women who gave
affirmative attention to our teenage
children when it was apparent that we
were struggling as parents to find the
balance between loosening the
parental reins and keeping them "in
line." (Two of these men drove from
Pennsylvania to Ohio to surprise us at
an eventual wedding!) Such a balance
was not easy when a few members felt
that our family introduced their children to long hair, moustaches and, of
all things, guitar music!
A few words of encouragement can
lift a sagging spirit and brighten a
dreary day. A little note to say thanks,
a h u g in the h a l l w a y , a k n o w i n g
squeeze of the arm, a short prayer over
the phone go a long way to keep the
pastoral energy flowing, and the commitment strong. And think how the
value of a simple gift or act of kindness is dramatically inflated if given
on a day that is not special at all,
except that you have made it so by
your own exceptional thoughtfulness.
It is so easy to give out of our surplus. One p a s t o r ' s wife, long ago,
asked her visiting bishop what she
should do with three more bushels of
cucumbers after she had already filled
every j a r in the house. He wisely
advised her to dump them, one bushel
a night, into a nearby stream. We once
killed, c l e a n e d and c o o k e d (for a
whole day) several old bantam chickens. They were still too tough to eat,
but the broth was just delicious!
The gift of time out of your own
too busy schedule, the widow's mite
out of your own sparse account, the
brief sincere attention you give to the
family 'in the limelight' when you
receive little attention yourself—all
this is Christlike sacrificial love and
rises to God, who notices sparrows
and counts hairs, as a sweet aroma of
his own Son's self-giving love.
Your pastor's family gives much
more than you realize and receives
much less of what is most needed than
you think.

Ruth and Eber Dourte now live near Dillsburg, Pa., after serving in the pastoral ministry of the Brethren in Christ Church for 35
years. This article was submitted for the October 1995 issue, but could not be published in
that issue due to lack of space.
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Short Term
to Spain-

God gave

Natalie Hauck is a 1994 high school
graduate from the
Montoursville
Brethren in Christ Church. She spent
March and April 1995 in Madrid,
Spain, helping Bruce and Merly Bundy
in their church-planting ministry. She
was interviewed by Esther Spurrier on
September 21, 1995, when she came to
the missions office in Grantham to
share in the staff prayer hour.

How did you learn about the opportunity to go to Spain with Brethren
in Christ World Missions?
In October 1994, Bruce and Merly
came to our church to speak. It almost
s e e m s l i k e a s p e c i a l act of G o d ,
because we had not been on their deputation schedule originally; they just
sort of fit us in at the last minute. I
had been wondering if God was calling me to missions, so after the service I went up to Merly and asked her
what sort of training I would need to
prepare for mission service. She said,
"The best training I can imagine is a
short-term experience. Why don't you
c o m e and help us f o r a c o u p l e of
months?"
Did you immediately sense that this
was God calling you?
No, I really struggled with whether
this was God. Or was I just chasing
after something I really wanted to do?
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But as I prayed about it, God reminded me of his promise in Psalm 37:4.1
really did want to follow God's will
for my life, so why should I be surprised when he seemed to be leading
me to s o m e t h i n g that s o u n d e d so
desirable! So I shared this with my
church family.
What was the reaction of people at
your church to your plan?
At this point, Susan Herrfort, her
pastor's wife, chimes in: The church
was tickled that Natalie was going to
have such an opportunity. They supported her financially, and they also
wrote to her very faithfully while she
was in Spain. I think this was a really
good connection for our congregation
w i t h the d e n o m i n a t i o n and w i t h
Brethren in Christ World Missions.
We're kind of isolated where we are
from fellowship with other Brethren
in Christ congregations.
What were your main duties when
you lived with Bruce and Merly?
Mainly I helped with housework
and e r r a n d s — g r o c e r y shopping is
very different there from here! I didn't
want to just sit around, so I would
offer to do cleaning or wash dishes or
take the children to the park. I even
got involved in "spring cleaning," and
that included whitewashing walls! On
evenings when Bruce and Merly were

hosting a house group, I would help
clean up and get food ready. I also
supervised the children, freeing Merly
to exercise her gifts in leading worship. It was funny; Bruce started to
feel sorry for me because I got stuck
doing so much housework and taking
care of the children. But when he told
Merly, she answered, "What do you
think I do all the time?!"
It was while I was there that Merly
decided she had e n o u g h time and
energy to have a series of b a k i n g
classes with friends and neighbors.
The women love the things Merly
bakes, but it isn't customary for them
to bake at home. They just buy their
goods at pastry shops. It was during
these baking classes that Magdalena
was drawn to the Lord. She asked
Merly for a Bible of her own—something other than the Jehovah's Witness Bible she had gotten some time
ago. N o w she wants to c o m e to a
house group and learn more, but her
husband, Juan, is more cautious. So
even though all I was doing was sort
of living an ordinary life and trying to
model Christ in all I did, I really feel
that by f r e e i n g Merly to be m o r e
actively involved in ministry, I played
a part in Magdalena's spiritual journey.
What is church life like in Madrid?
C o m p a r e d to c h u r c h life here,
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everything is so informal! Several
nights a week there are house groups
w h i c h meet. T h e y ' r e s u p p o s e d to
begin around 7:30, but sometimes
peoples' work schedules don't allow
them to get there until 8:00 or after.
Food is the first order—for some it
takes the place of their supper, which
they didn't have time to eat.
After the food there is a time of
singing interspersed with sharing and
prayer. Cristina and I would usually
stay w i t h t h e g r o u p f o r t h i s p a r t
(Joshua was usually in bed by this
time). I found Spanish songs easy to
learn, especially since I had likely
heard Bruce practice them on his guitar a number of times before the group
came. When it came time for Bible
study, I usually got Cristina ready for
bed. After the Bible study came time
for our real supper—now about 10:00
p.m. Sometimes group members
would even stay and eat with us.

On Sundays all the groups come
together about noon to Bundys' apartm e n t . We h a v e already spent the
morning cleaning up and preparing
food. There is first a time of praise
and worship much like in the house
groups. But the sermon time is a bit
more structured than the Bible study
discussions. Bruce often preaches an
hour. My job was to keep the children from becoming a distraction; I
often told Cris a Bible story, and then
we would draw pictures about it.
After the sermon we all ate together, sharing the food which Merly had
m a d e and others had carried in. I
learned to eat some strange combinations—like chicken with prunes! Then
the men would go out on the balcony
and play dominoes; the women would
talk together. Some would stay right
through until 5:00 p.m., when the
"Following Jesus" TEE study began.
The last Sunday of each month

everyone meets together at the Mustard Seed Institute and worships with
the group that the Berrys and Bundys
began some years ago. This was nice
for me because there were a number
of English-speaking Nigerians in this
group.
How did you manage to
cate?

Well, I had taken French in school,
so that was not of much help. But I
was able to pick up some Spanish as
I went, and there were a few in our
g r o u p — s u c h as P a t i — w h o s p o k e
English pretty well.
How has your experience in Spain
affected your future plans?
Knowing that I played a small part
in Bruce and Merly's ministry really
deepened my desire to become a missionary. M y times of sharing and
prayer with Merly after the children
were in bed were also very meaningful to me.
What are your plans from

A Mennonite Central Committee 23-minute video about racism

FREE INDEED, a video drama and thoughtprovoking discussion starter about racism that
challenges viewers to think about the privileges
that come with being white in North America.
In the drama white, middle-class young adults
play a card game as a prerequisite for doing a
service project for a black Baptist church and
in so doing examine their attitudes about racism.
Contact the MCC office nearest you to loan this
video. Available for purchase from MCC in
Akron for $25 (Can.) or $20 (U.S.).

Mennonite Central Committee and MCC U.S.
21 South 12th Street, PO Box 500
Akron, PA 17501-0500
(717) 859-1151 (717) 859-3889
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134 Plaza Drive, Winnipeg. MB R3T5K9
(204) 261 -6381

communi-

here?

At present I am working for my
uncle, but I ' m also enrolled in the
Advanced Training Institute, a homestudy program begun by Bill Gothard
and the Institute in Basic Life Principles. The ATI curriculum is based on
Scripture and stresses godly character
and apprenticeship. I have an interest
in linguistics, so I ' m studying Greek,
French, Spanish and Russian. I feel
God is guiding me to spend some
time in the future at ATI's Moscow
Training Center. There is an orphanage connected to this ministry, and I
would love to work with children
again. But for now I am content to
work and study, waiting for G o d ' s
leading.

Note: Natalie is one of three Brethren in Christ young people who served
a protracted period of time overseas
in Brethren in Christ World Missions
this year. For more information about
such service, write to Brethren in
Christ World Missions, P.O. Box 390,
Grantham, PA. 17027.
Evangelical

Visitor

od at work in our world
Opportunity

Bruce Bundy—Madrid, Spain
In our house groups, we like to stress
that God answers prayer. In July, Karina
asked that we pray for a new apartment
mate for her. Housing in Madrid is very
expensive, and young adults—married or
single—will share an apartment to cut
down on living expenses. Two days after
we prayed, a young man called. After
Karina's roommate, Carmen, interviewed
him, it was decided that he was the kind
of person they were looking for.
A week later, Enrique began moving
in, and Karina noticed that he had several Jehovah's Witness books among his
belongings. She called us immediately
and in a whisper said, "What have I
done? Here I thought Enrique was an
answer to prayer, and now I have an
enemy living in my house!" We tried to
calm her by telling her that she didn't
need to pick a fight with him, but rather
she needed to study God's Word more.
Together we would learn what he
believed in order to witness to him effectively. Above all, she needed to show him
Christ's love. We had begun a new course
on witnessing, and this was the perfect
opportunity to put the learning into practice.
A few days later Karina called again.
Enrique had moved in, and one evening
Karina had asked him about his beliefs.
Enrique told her he was not a Jehovah's
Witness but rather an agnostic. He had
been in the Adventist church for some
time, but it could not satisfy his hunger
for the truth. He believed that there could
be a God, but he could not accept Christ
because that would require him to love
his neighbors and enemies. He didn't
think he was capable either of that or of
adhering to "all of Christianity's rules
and regulations."
Karina jumped on the opportunity and
said, "Of course, you can't. You need to
have Jesus in your heart first. Following
a bunch of rules doesn't make us Christian. It is a personal relationship with
Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit in
our lives that makes it possible for us to
change, to love others." She went on to
give Enrique her testimony of how giving
her heart to the Lord Jesus had changed
her. She then concluded, "I'm not going
to force you to believe anything. In fact,
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I won't talk to you again about these matters unless you want me to. If you ever
want to come with me to church or know
more about what I believe, I will be more
than happy to help you, but I won't force
anything on you. I will tell you one thing:
I don't think you're here by chance. I
prayed that someone like you would
come. You are an answer to prayer."
Enrique was quite taken aback by that
statement and replied, "I don't think I've
ever been an answer to prayer before."
Karina left him thinking about many
new things. She told us over the phone,
"It's true. I won't say another word to
him about my faith unless I'm asked. But
I've added him to my prayer list, and I'm
praying for him every day."
In a few days, Enrique was called
home to be with his father who was very
ill and expected to die. Karina told him
we would be praying. We have had no
further word from him. Will you join us
in prayer—for Enrique, his father and for
Karina, this young Christian who could
be a powerful instrument of God? Her
life has really been changed since she
came to know Jesus as Savior.

To God from children

Norma Hoist—Bogota, Colombia
Children are delightful pray-ers. The
kindergarten children in my class at El
Camino Academy are no exception; all
ten of them love to pray. Let me share a
sampling of their prayers throughout the
year as best I can remember them.
Anna, after losing some baby teeth:
"Dear Lord, you know I've lost some
teeth. And it's really hard to chew sometimes without them. If you will give me
some permanent teeth, I promise to take
really good care of them and brush them
every day so they will last a really long
time—until I am very old! Amen."
Natalia, facing the excitement of a trip
to the States: "Dear Lord, please help us
not to have a plane crash. And help my
baby sister not to eat sand when we go to
the beach. Amen."
Samuel, who is very sociable: "Dear
Lord, I pray that I can go to the house of
John and then to the house of Pipe and
then to the house of Fabio Andres and
then to the house of Natalia. And please
let the boys have a good time at my birthday party and not fight and not be mean
to my baby sister. Amen."

Devon was very concerned about his
family's freight shipment arriving here
from the United States. After praying
often over a long period of time, he
prayed this prayer: "Dear Lord, you know
we've prayed for a long time that our
things would come from the States. I
need my crayons and toys. I miss then
very much, and I thank you, God, that
our shipment is going to come today.
Amen."
The next day Devon came to school
and said, "Guess what, Mrs. Hoist? Our
shipment arrived yesterday."
Prayers are important to young children as well as adults. It is a privilege to
teach in a Christian school, where the
parents of my young students know the
value of prayer. The mother of one of my
boys told me that her husband spends
one-half hour of devotional time with his
young son each morning!

Following in baptism
Mike Holland—Caracas, Venezuela
Right now we have seven people from
the Rey de Gloria congregation in a baptism class. Teresa came to know the Lord
a few years ago while her husband was
studying in the United States, but she
never found a church to attend after they
returned to Caracas. Luis is the 17-yearold son of Gilberto, one of the members
of the church-planting team which founded this congregation. Carolina and Beatrice, government electrical engineers,
were won to the Lord a few months ago
by their co-worker, Laura. Both are in
their late twenties or early thirties, good
thinkers and full of love for the Lord. Ela,
an elderly Cuban who has lived many
years in Venezuela, came to know the
Lord several years ago but was never
baptized. She began coming to house
group meetings in her sister's home.
Alisana, very sweet and sincere, is the
young daughter of one of the families
which came with us from the Montalban
congregation to help plant this church.
Andres is Laura's 11-year-old son, very
sharp, full of energy and desire to follow
the Lord.
Two projects in development for the
Rey de Gloria Church in the coming year
are a Christian bookstore and a Christian
school. They are both in the very beginning stages, and we'll have to see when
dreams become realities.
•
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Allegheny Conference
Daryl Bundy and Roni Rawlings
were in concert Oct. 22 for Rally
Day at the Air Hill church, Chambersburg, Pa. Revival services with
John Bundy followed during the
week. • The Chambersburg. Pa.,
church hosted the Covenant Players
for their Rally Day, Oct. 8. • On
Oct. 15 Brad Tengler gave a report
to the Fairview Ave. congregation,
Wayneboro. Pa., about his missions
trip to New Guinea. • Seven people
were baptized and 15 received as
members in October at the Five
Forks church, Waynesboro. • Jack

McClane and LeRoy and Judy Eberly were missions speakers Oct. 8 for
the Hollowell congregation,
Waynesboro. The film "The Reluctant Prophet" was shown on Oct. 22.
Rob Patterson led Nov. 5-8 revival services for the Iron Springs
congregation, Fairfield, Pa. • The
Martinsburg, Pa., congregation
hosted Elbert Smith in special meetings Oct. 1-4, and the Big Valley
Men's Chorus in concert on Oct. 8.
• The New Guilford church,
Chambersburg, began October with
a fall drama, "No Compromise," and
ended with a "Worship Through
Song and Music" day on Oct. 29. •

Decision to use national currencies in
General Conference financial reports
For many years the church
has wrestled with the complexities of a single funding/
budgeting system that involves
the two different currencies
from Canada and the U.S.A.
One of the major problems and
a source of frustration has been
the conversion of Canadian to
U.S. dollars.
This concern prompted dia-

logue between our stewardship
departments (Canada and
U.S.A.), the Canadian bishop
and General Conference moderator, and other appropriate
Canadian and U.S. persons. The
Leadership Council prepared a
recommendation for consideration by the General Conference Board, which responded
positively and approved the

Controller for Brethren in Christ Offices
The person who will be employed for this position should
have the following qualities and skills:
* Ability to interact with all administrative personnel to
assure quality financial control.
* Interpersonal skills to relate to all levels of General Office
personnel.
* A certified public accountant or equivalent experience.
* Ability to oversee preparation of financial statements and
reports.
* Coordinate the general budget and allocation process.
* Supervise General Church Office accounting personnel.
* Computer skills to develop spreadsheet and accounting
program details and produce appropriate reports.
Persons interested in a job description for this position
should contact:
W. Edward Rickman, Executive Director
Brethren in Christ Stewardship Services
P.O. Box 290
Grantham, PA 17027
Phone (717) 687-2634; FAX (717) 697-7714
Applications will be received through December 29, 1995.
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The South Mountain church, Shippensburg, Pa., had a hoagie sale
Nov. 7, 8.

Atlantic Conference
The youth of the Cross Roads
church, Mount Joy, Pa., raised
$1,877 for the Jason Wolgemuth van
fund and the Lester Wolgemuth
memorial. The men offered to winterize the cars of senior citizens and
single parents on Oct. 21. • In October the youth of the Elizabethtown,
Pa., church sponsored an all-church
barn party with a live bluegrass
band. • Each visitor on Oct. 15,
Friend Day, at the Fairland church,

proposal. At the recent meeting
of the Canadian Conference
Board of Directors, the proposal was affirmed.
The goal is to facilitate a unified budget with each country
developing and managing its
finances and contributions to
Cooperative Ministries. This
will enable each entity to fashion its own budget appropriately. It will simplify and eliminate duplication of record-keeping and reporting. It will also
enable the stewardship departments of both countries to provide the annual financial reports
to our North American constituents in the currencies in
which funds are given. This
change will be effective as of
January 1, 1996.
We believe that this adjustment to our stewardship ministries will have a positive effect
on the church. It will enhance
our General Conference ties by
strengthening our commitment
to a North American church and
mission. We believe this will
help us move with confidence
into the future as a General
Conference of North America.

This release was prepared by
Harvey R. Sider, General Conference Moderator, and R. Dale Shaw,
Canadian Conference bishop.

Cleona, Pa., was presented with a
loaf of homemade bread. • The
youth of the Free Grace church,
Millersburg, Pa., attended the Oct.
3 Rebecca St. James concert at Central Dauphin High School.
The women of the Hempfield
congregation, Lancaster, Pa.,
enjoyed a retreat Oct. 7 at Lancaster
Church House with Ruth Sentz
speaking on "Making Your Dedication Strong." • The morning and
evening speakers Oct. 7-8 at the
Lancaster church featured speakers
E. Morris Sider and Paul Hostetler,
and a drama by Ed Brainerd. • The
Manor church. Mountville, Pa.,
began its Toddler Gym in October,
attended by many community mothers and children who enjoy playtime
at stations, a structured group activity, and a snack.
John and Esther Spurrier, and
LeRoy and Judy Eberly were missions speakers Oct. 15 at the Mastersonville church. Manheim. Pa. •
On Oct. 8 the Millersville, Pa.,
church enjoyed the musical "Neighbors" by Backstage Productions. •
The 75th anniversary celebration at
the Montoursville, Pa., church
included a history program for the
children and a love feast. The church
now has four home study groups. •
Jake Shenk and A1 Book shared Oct.
22 with the Mt. Pleasant church,
Mount Joy, Pa. Five persons were
baptized Oct. 1. • The New
Covenant church. Quakertown, Pa.,
had a guess-who's-coming-fordessert on Oct. 29.
The New Hope church, Harrisburg, Pa., had a Prime Time for Kids
fall festival on Oct. 29. • The New
Joy congregation, Akron, Pa., has
added an 8:45 a.m. service. Average
attendance for a recent three-Sunday
series was 168 with 15 new families
registered. • Lane Hostetter and
Jack Ferry led a will clinic Oct. 22
for the Palmyra, Pa., church. • Former Baltimore Oriole Pat Kelly
spoke in Nov. 12-15 renewal services for the Pequea congregation,
Lancaster, Pa.
The Refton. Pa., church received
nine new members Oct. 29. The Pioneer Clubs kickoff in October was
attended by 105 kids. • The Silverdale. Pa., church welcomed eight
new members on Oct. 8. The youth
hosted a spaghetti dinner Oct. 29. •
On Fall Celebration Sunday, Oct.
15, at the Skyline View church, Harrisburg, Pastor Reitz spoke on
"Quenching the Thirst of the Soul."
• On Oct. 24-27 the Souderton.
Evangelical
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Pa., church had a Discovery Toy
sale/fundraiser. The Pioneer Clubs
pumpkin party was Oct. 25.

Canadian Conference
Ken Abell was guest speaker
Oct. 1 and 8 at the Bertie church,
Stevensville, Ont. Arthur Climenhaga led revival meetings Oct. 1518. • A dietician spoke on diabetes
Oct. 19 to the women of the Cheapside church. Nanticoke, Ont. • Lois
Jean Sider spoke at the Oct. 25
prayer and study meeting of the
Cross Roads congregation, Guelph,
Ont. • The Falls View church,
Niagara Falls, Ont.. recently began a
care group for teens. The adults
enjoyed a progressive supper on Oct.
21. • The women of the Heise Hill
congregation. Gormley, Ont.. recently did a study of the LaHaye book
The Spirit Controlled Temperament.
• The Houghton church, Langton,
Ont., hosted a spiritual warfare conference Nov. 16-18 by the Susek
Evangelistic Assoc., with several
outstanding speakers and teachers.
• The Oak Ridges, Ont., church
had revival meetings Oct. 16-22
with Mike Anderson. • The adult
fellowship of the Orchard Creek
church, St. Catharines, Ont., planned
a night of harvest games for Oct. 28.
• Harold Albrecht was the Oct. 21
missions rally speaker at the Port
Colborne, Ont., church.
Brian Spence of Faith Mission
was the Oct. 1 speaker at the Ridgemount church, Hamilton, Ont. Pioneer Clubs began Nov. 1 with a family night. • Among the improvement
projects at the Rosebank church.
Petersburg, Ont., are new nursery
windows, entrance flooring, and
sound system update. • The Sherkston, Ont.. congregation viewed the
Billy Graham film "Power Play" on
Oct. 1. Sandra Gooderham led Oct
27-29 special services. • On Oct.
29 the music of The Sonshine City
Quartet marked the first anniversary
of the Springvale, Ont.. congregation in their new facility.
The attendance goal of the Stayner, Ont., church on Friend Day,
Oct. 8, was 245. • The missions
conference Oct. 22 at the Wainfleet,
Ont., church concluded with a tribute to Marie Traver, who worked as
a nurse at Macha Hospital until her
death in 1975. Frank Kipe spoke. •
The Westheights church. Kitchener,
Ont., was the site of an open house
Oct. 15 to honor the 80th birthday of
Dorothy Sherk.

Central Conference
Seven persons from the Amherst church, Massillon, Ohio,
raised $643 in the local CROP Walk.
• The Ashland. Ohio, church surDecember
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prised Pastor Robitaille by taking
over the service Oct. 22 with music,
words of appreciation, and presentations honoring him. • Bishop Byers
led revival week Nov. 12-16 at the
Beulah Chapel church, Springfield.
Ohio. • The Christian Union church.
Garrett, Ind., hosted the Michiana
women's retreat Oct. 10 on "Living
Beyond the Daily Grind." • On Oct.
8 the Fairview church, Englewood,
Ohio, hosted a seminar on end-oflife decisions which addressed subjects such as power of attorney,
organ donations, and assisted suicide. • For their homecoming service on Oct. 1 the Highland congregation, West Milton, Ohio,
dressed in old-fashioned garb.
Earnest Weber was speaker, with
musicians "Gloria" from McMinnville, Tenn. • The Lakeview congregation, Goodrich, Mich., saw the
film "Power Play" on Oct. 29.
Oct. 15 was Sunday school teacher appreciation day at the Mooretown church, Sandusky. Mich. Attendance was 200 for Friend Day,
Oct. 29. • The Morrison. 111., congregation had an Oct. 6-7 retreat at
Oakdale Nature Preserve with Bishop Byers as primary speaker. Construction and renovation continues
in the church sanctuary. • Three
persons were baptized Oct. 8 into
the fellowship of the Nappanee,
Ind., church. Some of the congregation began a 30-day commitment to
listen to the entire New Testament
on tape.
The Northgate fellowship, Tipp
City, Ohio, had a surprise carry-in
meal Oct. 29 for Pastor and Mrs.
Warden. Flowers and notes of encouragement honored them. • Bishop Byers spoke Oct. 22 to the Pleasant Hill, Ohio, congregation on
"Zero Defect Christianity." • On
Oct. 29 the Sippo Valley congregation, Massillon, Ohio, had a two- to
three-hour training session for outreach commission members. • The
Union Grove congregation, New
Paris, Ind., hosted the Central Conference BCL Nov. 3-4. • In October
the Wooster, Ohio, congregation
had its first service in a new, permanent facility. The church hosted four
area churches for a hymnsing on
Oct. 29.

Midwest Conference
Oct. 14-15 was Laymen's Weekend at the Abilene, Kan., church
with 10 lay speakers on Sunday. •
On Oct. 22 the Rosebank congregation, Hope, Kan., had their 6th
annual Western party at Hope Park
with a youth-sponsored chili and
chicken noodle soup supper, and a
hayride. Seventeen men went to Dallas, Tx., for a Promise Keepers rally
Oct. 27-28. • The Eberlys and Mary

E.V. Timelines

100 Years Ago

December 1,1895—In an article entitled "Women's Rights,"
Asa Bearss, Brethren in Christ church leader from Ridgeway,
Ont.: "It is a popular delusion that American women have as
many, if not the same privileges as men. The conservative man
exclaims, 'We worship them as angels,' and thoughtless women
of affluence, and less favored women in humbler position bidding for masculine applause, respond, 'We have all the rights we
want.' I tell you, we men have no rights to give woman, she possesses naturally the same rights that we do. If she does not
enjoy them, someone is in the wrong."

75 Years Ago
December 20. 1920—Editor V. L. Stump: "The incarnation
of Christ is and always will be, to earth dwellers, a profound
mystery. When we assay to think of the conception and birth of
the Son of God, we are endeavoring to think of the holiest thing
in all the universe. It is simply amazing how many people have
grotesque and vulgar ideas of the holiest and most beautiful
transaction that ever occurred."

50 Years Ago
December 3, 1945—In an article reprinted from Way of
Faith: "What the church needs today is not more committees or
better ones, not more organizations or more and novel methods,
but men full of the Holy Ghost, men whom the Holy Ghost can
use, men of prayer, yes, men mighty in prayer. The power of the
Holy Spirit does not flow through methods, but through men. He
does not anoint plans, but men—men of prayer."

25 Years Ago
December 25, 1970—Editor John E. Zercher: "During the
100 years since the 1871 Conference, missions have captured the
heart and mind of the Brethren in Christ.... During the [1950s]
the pendulum which began to move in 1871 towards a missions emphasis had now begun to swing back. The local congregations had a new vision of local ministry. Budgets began to
be revised.... And the pendulum continues to swing. The danger
should be obvious. If there was a danger in the past of neglecting the home base in the interest of work more distance—there
is a new danger and just as real that we will be satisfied in our
comfortable middle class Anglo-Saxon congregations and
neglect the opportunities...to make disciples of all nations."

10 Years Ago
December 1985—Reflecting on a survey conducted in the
Brethren in Christ Church on social issues, Harriet Bicksler
asks: "[What] does it mean when persons in local congregations
are more concerned about specific issues than delegates at General Conference? Are people at the grassroots level more certain
or more aggressive in their stands? Or are persons attending
General Conference more concerned about a broad range of
issues, preoccupied with administration, and primarily interested in intellectualizing or theologizing than they are in becoming
actively involved?... What does it mean when only 28% and
21%, respectively, identify abortion and the nuclear arms race as
concerns? Each of these issues have been called 'the most
important moral issue of our time.' Why are we still so uninvolved and unconcerned? Is this reflective of our separatism,
some theological understanding, or what?"
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Olive Lady spoke in missions services Oct. 29 at the Zion church,
Abilene. The congregation began a
five-week mini-course Nov. 5 called
"Soul Harvest."

Pacific Conference
The Alta Loma, Calif., church
hosted Sherry Keagy in concert Oct.
15. • Brian Rennick and band provided music recently for the Bring a
Friend Day at the Chino, Calif.,
church. • Operation Mobilization
gave a presentation Oct. 15 for the
Moreno Valley, Calif., congregation. • The Pacific Highway congregation, Salem, Ore., observed
November as "anniversary month,"
commemorating its founding in
1950 under the leadership of Rev.
and Mrs. Benjamin Books. • The
men of the Walnut, Calif., church
hosted an All Saints Day feast Nov.
1, celebrating great men and women
of the faith. • In October the
Upland, Calif., church housed the
Mirror of Martys exhibit of 17th
century art and literature.

Two Positions Open
The Grantham Brethren
in Christ Church is seeking
applicants for a full-time
Pastor of Congregational
Care and Outreach, and a
part-time Minister of
Music. Interested persons
should write to the
Grantham Brethren in
Christ Church, Grantham,
PA 17027. Contact may
also be made by e-mail to
Readnour@mcis.messiah.edu; by telephone,
(717) 766-0531; or by
FAX, (717) 691-6042.

Southeast Conference
The youth of the Highland Park
congregation, Dublin, Va., attended
an "Acquire the Fire" convention
Oct. 13-14. • The Nov. 12 congregational council of the Holden Park

church, Orlando, Fla., focused on
vision and goals. • The music group
Gideon's Lamps and speaker Henry
Ginder began a week of revival services on Oct. 15 during the homecoming Sunday of the Millerfield's
church, Columbia, Ky. • The
Rolling Acres congregation,
McMinnville, Tenn., recently hosted
the gospel group Heirline, and Oct.
8-13 revival services with Henry
Ginder. • On Oct. 7 the men of the
Winchester. Va., congregation had
a breakfast followed by a garage
framing at a local home.

Susquehanna Conference
Arthur Climenhaga led revival
services Nov. 12-16 for the Big Valley church, Belleville, Pa. • The
Carlisle, Pa., church hosted an MCC
crafts of the world, food, and bake
sale Nov. 8-11. • On Oct. 22 C.
Richard Smith of Every Home for
Christ spoke to the Cedar Grove
congregation, Mifflintown, Pa. •
Mary Olive Lady spoke a missions
message Oct. 15 to the Cedar
Heights congregation. Mill Hall, Pa.
The youth planned a hayride and

The quality of my gift denotes the
level of my caring! This is the "not
so subtle" message of the familiar
t h e m e of H a l l m a r k
cards. It has obviously
been a very effective
theme for many years.
Let's think together
about the validity of that
theme as it relates to our
spiritual lives.

4

'When you care
enough to give
the very best"

by W. Edward Rickman

Cooperative Ministries
Receipts—Year to Date
January 1 - October 31,1995
1995
1994
Proportionate 1 .843.946 2.000.726
Congregational 1 .690,442 1,784,088
Individual
153,504
216,638
Designated and
Direct Giving
Congregational
Individual
Total to Date

577,049
306.386
270,663

580.191
337,304
242,887

2 ,420,995

2.580.917

Total Budget
4 .091.643 4.093.469
Received to Date
59.2%
63%
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There is an obvious link
between caring and giving.
This connection has been validated in our lives and experience in
countless ways. The love and caring
of a mother is expressed in the giving of her time, strength, and pain to
bring this loved child into the world.
The caring and giving continue
throughout the life-long relationship
between the mother and the child.
The marriage experience validates the obvious link between caring and g i v i n g . S o m e o n e has
expressed it like this: "You can give
without loving, but you cannot love
without giving!" This maxim can be
applied to most every area of life.

bonfire for Oct. 14. • The Dillsburg, Pa., church hosted a Nov. 19
seminar for teachers entitled "Teaching with Style." • A turkey dinner
and music by the Vicksburg Quartet
highlighted the Nov. 5 Thanksgiving
rally of the Fairview church,
Reesers Summit, Pa.
David Bryant was Sunday speaker for the Nov. 1 -5 "In the Gap" missions conference of the Grantham,
Pa., church. • The Hanover, Pa.,
church enjoyed a gospel concert by
Lenny Gault on Oct. 22. • Oct. 22
was Brigade Sunday at the Jemison
Valley church, Westfield, Pa., with
Christian Service Brigade members
and parents participating in the service. • The Jordan Valley Quartet
sang in the morning service Oct. 8 of
the Marsh Creek church, Howard,
Pa. Arthur Climenhaga led Oct. 2529 revival meetings. • The
women's time-out meeting Oct. 24
at the Mechanicsburg, Pa., church
heard Marlene Lebo speak on
"Motherhood Isn't a Job; It's a Calling."
The Gospel Tide Hour Choir was
in concert Oct. 22 at the Messiah

Jesus expressed the most powerful link between caring and giving
that has ever been articulated: "For
God so loved the world that he gave
his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but
have eternal life" (John 3:16).
On the other side of the picture,
and a great typology of John 3:16, is
Abraham. He so loved God and was
so committed to obedience that he
was willing to give the life of his
son, Isaac, to God as an offering.
The Word of God tells us that this
act of sacrificial obedience to God
out of a sense of love and worship
was the basis of blessing, family
protection, growth, and wealth that
became a blessing to all nations on
earth (Genesis 22:15-18).
The level of caring has a
direct effect on the quality
of the gift.
This is the season of the year
when everyone is trying to find the
"perfect" gift to give to people they
may or may not really care about. It
has become an "obligation" to do so.
Those for whom we care deeply
will receive special attention when
Evangelical
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Village church, Mechanicsburg. •
Darrell and Lisa Potteiger were
installed Oct. 29 as pastoral couple
of the Mowersville church. Newburg, Pa. • On Oct. 3 the women's
meeting at the Redland Valley
church, York Haven, Pa., included a
devotional from the book When God
Doesn 't Make Sense. • The Oct. 15
evening service at the Roseglen
church, Duncannon, Pa., featured
reflections by Lois Jean Sider on her
years in Africa. • Harry and Mary
Beth Bergey and their four sons
were welcomed recently as pastoral
family at the Saville church, Ickesburg, Pa.

For The
Record
Births
Bennett: Morgan Abigail, Oct.
14; Lawrence and Karen (Kachel)
Bennett, Manor congregation. Pa.
Bracken: Audrey Lee and Bruce
James, Oct. 6; Bryan and Sandra

(Bustos) Bracken, Mooretown congregation, Mich.
Brubaker: Chad Eric, Aug. 21;
Glen and Cindi (Lehman) Brubaker,
Mechanicsburg congregation. Pa.
Bumbaugh: Renee Lyn, Oct.
18; Scott and Lori (Grove) Bumbaugh, Air Hill congregation. Pa.
Erisman: Elizabeth Ann, Sept.
8; David and Carrie (Bierer) Erisman, Chambersburg congregation,
Pa.
Genery: Philip Nathanael, Oct.
8; Wayne and Marilyn (Musselman)
Genery, Cheapside congregation,
Ont.
Grenko: Joshua Wheeler, Sept.
28; Ronald and Donna (Van Regenmorter) Grenko, Elizabethtown congregation, Pa.
Hess: Cheyenne Rae, Oct. 30;
Jamie and Penny Hess, Pequea congregation, Pa.
Kauffman: Sharon Elizabeth,
Oct. 13; Howard and Cheryl (Mann)
Kauffman, Dillsburg congregation.
Pa.
Longenecker: Lauren Katerina,

we begin to seriously consider the
quality of our gift. It will require special caring, special meaning, and special quality. The simple reason is that
we want our gift to communicate a
message. We want it to be a message
of love, of admiration, of adoration,
and depth of caring.
Should not this same attitude and
action carry over to the gifts we give to
our God in worship and adoration for
literally supplying us with everything
we have?
Some years ago I found and used an
illustration which has had a profound
impact on my own life.
A missionary observed an obviously troubled Indian woman step into the
supposedly sacred Ganges River with
two children. One of the children held
her hand and appeared to be a perfectly normal and healthy child. The other
child she held in her arms and was
obviously a deformed and sickly child
who appeared to have little life left in
him. As she waded further and further
into the water, she finally released the
hand of the normal child into the current of the river, which quickly swept
him away. After she returned to the
shore, the missionary approached the
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Oct. 2; Carl and Lori (Wiggins) Longenecker, Manor congregation, Pa.
Myers: Brandon Ray, Apr. 27;
Anthony and Shawna (Fligg) Myers,
Air Hill congregation. Pa.
Patterson: Alissa Joy, Oct. 1;
Kirk and Patty (Miller) Patterson,
Harrisburg congregation. Pa.
Schneider: Chad Robert, Oct.
19; David and Lisa Schneider,
Refton congregation. Pa.
Shover: Madeline Elizabeth,
Oct. 6; Cory and Tina Shover,
Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa.
Strite: Kendra Sue, Oct. 3; Carl
and Shirley (Nicholson) Strite, Air
Hill congregation, Pa.
Wagner: Abigail Elizabeth, Oct.
3; Keith and Faithe (Musser) Wagner, Fairland congregation. Pa.
Whitesel: Jared Brent, Oct. 20;
Brent and Avis (Brubaker) Whitesel, Mechanicsburg congregation,
Pa.
Wolford: Tristin Elizabeth, Oct.
I; Mark and Sandra (Walizer) Wolford, Cedar Heights congregation,
Pa.

woman and asked why she had sacrificed the child. And, if she was going
to sacrifice one of her children, why
did she choose to sacrifice the one
who was whole and healthy instead of
the one who was sickly and not likely
to live long anyway? Her answer was
stunning and profound: "We only sacrifice to our gods the BEST that we
have!"
The recollection of this story has
caused me to ask the question many
times: " A m I giving my God the
BEST that I have, or am I giving him
my leftovers—just what I think I can
spare?"
The level of caring certainly has a
direct effect on the quality of the gift.
The quality of my giving is a
reflective test of my love.
In his parable of the shrewd manager, Jesus described our responsibilities of caring for the resources that all
belong to the master. One of the
important concepts of this discourse
is found in Luke 16:11, "...if you have
not been trustworthy in handling
worldly wealth, who will trust you
with true riches?"
The outstanding concept is that our

Weddings
Banzhoff - Eby: Melissa Ann
Eby, daughter of Dave and Nancy
Baer, Maugansville, Md., and
Joseph Ray, son of Keller and Belle
Banzhoff, Smithburg, Md., Oct. 7,
at Antrim Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. James R. Stauffer officiating.
Barton - Kimmel: Kimberly
Sue, daughter of Neil and Carole
Kimmel, Tyrone, Pa., and James
Harland, son of Robert Barton and
Sandra Barton, Sept. 23, at Apostolic Faith Church, with Rev. Harold
Crosby officiating.
Burkholder - Osburn: Lila Bernice Osburn, Stayner, Ont., and
Alvin Christian Burkholder, Upland,
Calif., Oct. 22, at Sherkston Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Walter Winger, Rev. Arthur Climenhaga, and Rev. Leonard Chester officiating.
Chunko - Hershock: Stephanie
Jo, daughter of Bruce and Debbie
Hershock, Millersville, Pa., and
Andrew Thomas, son of Thomas
Chunko, Lancaster, Pa., and Nancy

"stewardship" (how we handle someone else's resources) is a test of our
real commitment to the Master who
owns those resources.
In 2 Corinthians 8:7-8, Paul says it
like this in describing our stewardship
responsibilities:
"But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in
your love for us—see that you also
excel in this grace of giving. I am not
commanding you, but I want to test
the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others."
The Word is clear. My giving is a
test of my love.
As you enjoy the celebration of the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, be
sure to remember that our overarching responsibility is to give the very
best to the one whose birth we are celebrating.
Do you care enough to "Give your
very best?

W. Edward Rickman is executive director
of Brethren in Christ Stewardship Services.
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Chunko, Millersville, Oct. 21, at
Manor Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Robert L. Sheetz officiating.
Daniel - McCormick: Jacqueline S. McCormick, Dublin, Pa., and
Robert W. Daniel, Elkins Park, Pa.,
July 22, at Silverdale Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Fred Geib
officiating.
Hess - Bert: Dawna Elizabeth,
daughter of Asa E. and Grace E.
Bert, Upland, Calif., and Peter Lee,
son of Roy N. and Esther M. Hess,
Lancaster, Pa.. Oct. 21, at Pequea
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Roy J. Peterman officiating.
Keenan - McCoy: Jane R.

McCoy and Terry Keenan, Oct. 13,
at the groom's home with Rev. Douglas M. Kelchner officiating.
Rice - Culbertson: Lori Christine, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Larry
E. Culbertson, Chambersburg, Pa.,
and Allen Wesley, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Fred E. Rice, Chambersburg,
Sept. 16, at New Guilford Brethren
in Christ Church with Rev. Robert
D. Verno officiating.
Ritchie - Speraw: Angela R..
daughter of Russell and Marcia
Speraw, Annville, Pa., and Timothy
D., son of David and Nancy Ritchie,
Annville, Oct. 21, at Fairland Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Ronald Slabaugh officiating.

A week for
Fasting and
Prayer
Jan. 1-7,1996
The Leadership Council invites every
congregation to introduce the year
by seeking God's face.

"For His Glory"
Intercede for

250 Growing, Discipling,
Sending Congregations
by A.D. 2000
Personal, Congregational, and
Denominational Renewal
Note: Pastors will receive suggestions
to assist in this emphasis.
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Sorge - Boyt: Karen Joanne,
daughter of Stanley Boyt and Christine Hines, St. Catharines, Ont., and
William Craig, son of William Sorge
and Judith Kerr, St. Catharines, Oct.
14; at Wainfleet Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Charles Mashinter
officiating.

Obituaries
Crebs: Marge Crebs, born July
25, 1920, in Petersburg, Mich., died
Oct. 3. Surviving are her husband,
Tom Crebs; a daughter, Audrey
Lagness; a stepson, Ray; five grandchildren; and a brother, A1 Fedelle.
Marge was a member of the Upland,
Calif., congregation. For many years
she managed apartments, was a
member of various clubs, and followed the activities of her grandchildren. The funeral was held at the
Draper Mortuary with Rev. A. Graybill Brubaker and Rev. Alvin
Burkholder officiating. Interment
was in Riverside National Cemetery.
Malone: Violet L. Malone, born
Feb. 9, 1914, in Chicago, daughter
of Martin and A. Vivian Carlson
Baldwin, died Sept. 26. Preceding
her in death was her husband,
George Lenhert; and her husband,
Kenneth Malone. Surviving are a
daughter, JoAnne L. Barrett; 2 sons,
G. Dale Lenhert and Kenneth M.
Lenhert; a stepson, Richard Malone;
a stepdaughter, Esther; 7 grandchildren; 4 stepgrandchildren; a greatgreat-grandchild; and 10 stepgreatgrandchildren. Violet had resided at
Messiah Village since 1982. She
was a member of the Messiah Village church, where the funeral service was held with Rev. J. Robert
Lehman officiating. Interment was
in Grantham Memorial Park.
McDermott: Betty McDermott
died Sept. 7. Preceding her in death
were her husband, Peter McDermott;
and two sisters, Emma Simons and
Mildred Barnes. Surviving are a
daughter, Barbara Caughell; two
sons, George and Paul; and a sister,
Grace Moore. Betty served as office
secretary for several years at the
Sherkston, Ont., church where she
was a member. The funeral was at
the Williams Funeral Home with
Rev. Leonard J. Chester officiating.
Interment was in Ridgeway Memorial Cemetery.
Mervine: Carrie A. Mervine,
born June 3, 1909, daughter of Elias
and Ida Boyer Shadle, died Sept. 26.
Known survivors are her husband,
Melvin Mervine; and a daughter,
Marjorie L. Vix. She had resided at
Messiah Village since February. The
funeral was held at the Tremont
church, Pa., where she was a member, with Rev. Rick Stence officiating.

Reitz: Roberta Jean Reitz, born
July 24, 1951, in Plainfield, N.J.,
daughter of Douglas Manning and
Dorothy Lackey Carr, died Oct. 5.
Her father preceded her in death.
Surviving are her husband, John G.
Reitz; two daughters, Elisabeth A.
and Rebecca A.; her mother; and
stepfather. Roberta was a loving
mother and a supportive wife to her
pastor husband. She was a member
of the Skyline View congregation,
Pa., where the funeral was held with
Bishop Warren Hoffman officiating.
Interment was in Grantham Cemetery.
Romanoski: Michael Romanoski, born May 30, 1909, son of John
and Anna Guzewski Romanoski,
died Oct. 5. Preceding him in death
was his wife, Viola (Davies). Surviving are a stepdaughter, Shirley
Hinkle; three stepgrandchildren; four
sisters; and four brothers. He attended the Pequea congregation. Pa. The
funeral was held at the Farrow
Funeral Home.
Stauffer: Roy Stauffer, born
Nov. 16, 1927, son of Bertha and
Harrison Stauffer, died Sept. 11. Preceding him in death were a brother,
Morris; and a sister, Anna Mae Sherman. Surviving are eight brothers,
Kurvin, Lloyd, Marvin, Melvin,
Wilburt, Harry, Clair, and Chris. He
was a gardener, hunter, and birdwatcher. The funeral was held at the
Lancaster, Pa., church where he was
a member, with Rev. James D. Ernst
officiating. Interment was in Mt.
Pleasant Cemetery.
Vaughn: Howard G. Vaughn,
born Jan. 4, 1921, in Cumberland
Co., Pa., died Oct. 20. Preceding him
in death was his wife, Irene R. (Mixell). Surviving are 3 sons, Howard
L., Roger L., and Paul L.; 3 daughters, Judy Nurnberg, Genevieve
Hoch, and Josephine Burchfield; 19
grandchildren; and 10 great-grandchildren. He was a member of the
Mt. Rock congregation, Pa., where
the funeral was held with Rev. Lloyd
T. Zimmerman officiating. Interment was in Cumberland Valley
Memorial Gardens.
Weiser: Kenneth J. Weiser, born
Feb. 26, 1915, son of Charles and
Elsie Weiser, died Sept. 23. Preceding him in death were a sister, Mary
Ellen Ritter; and 3 brothers, Harold,
Clyde, and Walter. Surviving are his
wife, Arlene; 2 daughters, Shirley
Adams and Darla Heisey; a stepdaughter, Sharon Crumes; 10 grandchildren; 10 great-grandchildren;
and a great-great-grandson. He
retired in 1974 from Harrisburg
Steel Co. after 36 years of service.
Kenneth was a member of the West
Shore congregation, Pa. Pastor Gerald Tyrrell officiated at the funeral.
Interment was in Union Cemetery.
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Upland College-

THE MIDDLE YEARS
(1935-1949)
by Thelma Book

How can one put into words so elusive
an entity as the spirit of a school? Anyone
who has ever taught at one place over a
period of several years knows that the
"spirit" of the entering students can vary
amazingly from year to year. Perhaps the
students of 19— are predominantly a funloving social group for their four years in
the school, but the next year brings a more
serious, studious group and the year after
that an extraordinary number of "problem"
students. If individual classes can vary so
much, what is it that remained the same
and exerted an influence over most of the
students who entered and left the portals of
learning at Beulah and Upland College
during these middle years?
As at any school, at Beulah, too, every
year there were some students who attended the school under parental duress, students who were not really in harmony with
the focus of the school. Their perceptions
would be much different than mine
because, basically, I was in harmony with
the ideals and purposes, the beliefs of the
school. I loved my school. Going to Beulah Academy and, later, to Upland College, was the fulfillment of one of my
dreams. It was something I worked for and
saved any money I earned, to do. To this
day I have no regrets about the schooling
and training I received. Rather, I am grateful to God again and again for the privilege
of being educated by people who saw their
vocation as a mission entrusted to them
by God, people whose highest ambition
was to follow Christ and to share their
faith through their respective disciplines
and to awaken a response to Christ and
his service in their students.
The single-minded, sacrificial devotion
of Miss Bowers, Mr. and Mrs. "B," Miss
Cassel, Mr. Engle, Mrs. Foote, and Miss
Gish to Christian education impacted us
for time and eternity. I still remember the
words of Miriam Bowers in her farewell
message to the school and the Upland
congregation before she took a leave of
absence to do relief work among displaced
people in Germany under MCC after the
war. Her message was based on King
David's words to Araunah the Jebusite in

Thelma H. Book attended Beulah Academy
and College from 1942-50, and was the editor
of the 1948 Echo yearbook. She has served as
a missionary in Japan for 26 years.
December
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2 Samuel 24:24. "I will not sacrifice to the
Lord my God burnt offerings that cost me
nothing." More than once in my lifetime
those words and Miss Bowers's example
have been a "lamp to my feet and a light
unto my path." Spoken words and the life
examples of other teachers and some students as well have guided me on my pilgrimage in more ways than I can count.
The presence of both academy and college on the same campus was anathema to
accreditation committees, but it was a positive influence for younger students. Student government, Echo staff, social committees, clubs, religious life planning
groups, Gospel Teams—all such groups
functioned with high school and college
representatives mingling together. This
stimulated and matured younger students.
I count it a plus in my educational experience.
I remember also high school antics of
which I was a part that college students
could probably have done without—
sneaking out of the library windows
behind the book stacks by unlatching the
screens during study periods, jumping off
the balcony railings onto the front lawn,
entering second-story classrooms by
climbing up the stone wall and going
through the open window instead of by
way of stairs and door, and of hiding the
chapel hymn books for several days. But I
doubt that any of these hindered college
people academically.
I can recall fervent prayers opening
classes, the strong desire to be a part of
Gospel Teams, the eagerness to testify in
chapel, and the passion to serve God. I
believe this "vision for service" held by a
majority of students and almost all the
teachers accounted for the spirit of faith
and optimism that characterized those
middle years of the school's history.
The "too smallness" of the school actually contributed something to us that
would have been impossible in a larger
institution. We really knew everybody on
campus—teachers, support staff and students—by name, face, personality, and
often as close friends. Such family-like
closeness was an incentive to "walk your
talk," to be true to the standards we were
being taught, to be responsible for our
choices and actions.
So much did the spirit of service to
God, which I see as the heart of Upland
College, become a part of me, that in later
years and even now, I am nonplussed by
Christians who do not look at their lives
and talents as gifts from God to be offered
back to him as a living sacrifice. I did not
know it was possible to be a Christian
apart from these ideals. The spirit of
Upland College that remains with me is

Beulah College/Upland College
Reunion will be held June 26-27,
1996 at the former campus. For
information, contact Eloise Engle,
896 W. Arrow, Upland, CA 91786
(909) 985-3861. Donations may be
mailed to Ray M. Musser, 404 N.
2nd Ave., Upland CA 91786-4790.

one that asks first, "Lord, where can you
best use me in your kingdom;" not,
"Where will my needs best be met."
Because of this core value of education for service to God, the high proportion
of graduates from these middle years who
went into Christian ministry on mission
fields, into Christian education and into
church-related service should surprise no
one. Many graduates of these middle years
have been faithful workers in their local
congregations through "thick and thin." If
we who received this heritage of a vision
for service have been able to pass it on to
our children and grandchildren, truly this
spirit of Upland College will not disappear.

The Middle Years 1 9 3 5 — 1 9 4 9
Physical Facilities Expansion
1935 - Moved campus from Upland Brethren in Christ Church to S.E. corner of
Arrow Hwy. and San Antonio Ave.
1946 - Sierra Vista dormitory built
1948 - Added gym, chapel, classrooms,
U-building, mechanical arts shop
Academic Expansion
1924 - Junior College begun
1938 - Jr. College accredited by the University of CA
1939 - Bachelor of Arts offered in English,
Speech, Social Sciences, Biblical Literature. Religion, and Music
Stronger Administration
1933 - President H. G. Brubaker's first
term
1940 - Alvin Burkholder became public
relations officer
1940 - Dr. Arthur Climenhaga became
president
1943 - Abner Haldeman became full-time
business manager
1944 - Dr. Jesse Lady became president
1949 - Dr. H. G. Brubaker began his second term as president
School Life Broadens
1936 - Debate tournaments at University
of Southern California and Caltech
1937 - Sports played in Christian league
schools
1941 - The first Youth Conference at
Thousand Pines
1945 - Gospel Teams added local Sunday
Schools and camp for delinquent boys
1949 - Name changed from Beulah to
Upland College
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GC/MC church
merger evaluated
by Rich Preheim
The big are getting bigger, but that
doesn't seem to phase most of those who
are smaller.
D e l e g a t e s f r o m the M e n n o n i t e
Church (MC) and General Conference
Mennonite Church (GC) this summer
voted to merge the two largest conferences in North America at a date yet to
be decided. When united, the new entity will have well in excess of 150,000
members, according to 1995 statistics.
"Big brother just doubled in size,"
joked Henry Dueck, executive secretary
of the 3,500-member Evangelical Mennonite Mission Conference.
But he and leaders of other conferences say sharing a continent with a
body that is so much larger should have
little effect on their churches. "In gener-

al, I don't think that strikes alarm in us,"
Dueck said.
The next largest Mennonite body
behind the Mennonite Church and General Conference Mennonite Church is
the Mennonite Brethren with 45,000
members in the United States and Canada. Not only will the MC/GC merger
have no impact on the Mennonite Brethren, most members don't even know
about it, said Marvin Hein, executive
secretary of the General Conference of
Mennonite Brethren Churches.
"The sad truth is that most Mennonite
Brethren aren't even aware there was a
move toward integration by the MCs
and GCs," Hein said. "The rank and file
people don't know what you're talking
about."

CALENDAR
OF REGIONAL AND GENERAL CONFERENCE EVENTS

Board meetings are held at Grantham, Pa., unless otherwise noted. For more information, contact
the denominational office, P.O. Box 290, Grantham, Pa. 17027; phone (717) 697-2634.

1996
Jan. 18-20
Jan. 25-26
Jan. 29-31
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Board for World Missions (Kenbrook Retreat Center)
Messiah College Board of Trustees
Leadership Council

Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.

2-3
15-17
23-24
23-24

General Conference Board
MCC—Calgary, Alberta
Board for Stewardship Services
Commission on Ministry and Doctrine

Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.

1-2
15-16
15-16
29-30
30

Pacific Regional Conference—Pomona, Calif.
Midwest Regional Conference—Colorado Springs, Colo.
Central Regional Conference—Massillon, Ohio
Atlantic Regional Conference—Souderton, Pa.
Allegheny Regional Conference—Five Forks, Waynesboro, Pa.

April 12-13
Apriil 26-27
April 26-27

Susquehanna Regional Conference—Mifflintown, Pa.
Southeast Regional Conference—Millerfields, Ky.
Canadian Regional Conference—Wainfleet, Ont.

May 11

Messiah College Commencement

June 26-27
June 29-July 3

Beulah/Upland College & Academy Reunion (Upland, Calif.)
General Conference (Azusa, Calif.)

One voice of possible concern came
from British Columbia, where GCs and
MBs have a long history of cooperation,
including schools and evangelism
efforts. MC/GC merger could be viewed
as a shift toward increasing liberalism,
said Walter Unger, president of
Columbia Bible College in Clearbrook,
jointly operated by British Columbia
MBs and GCs.
"Among the more conservative MBs,
it could be a little bit of a red flag,"
Unger said. "The larger [the conference]
is, the harder it is to control theological
drift."
Most conference leaders recognize
the need for inter-conference cooperation, such as that which helped lead to
the MC/GC merger decision.
"Those of us who work at a general
[administrative] level see a need to do
things together as much as possible,"
said Don Shafer, general secretary for
the Brethren in Christ, which has 21,000
members in North America.
The area of greatest possible impact
is that of inter-Mennonite projects. With
Mennonite Central Committee, one
potential area of concern is that the new
MC/GC body could become dominant,
either in actuality or perception.
"Smaller groups could say personnel
is from that conference, policy is driven
by that conference," said Ron Mathies,
MCC chairman and incoming executive
director.
But he added, "I don't see this as a
major concern because everyone is
thinking of this."
Leaders of the smaller groups agreed.
"At these events where big and small
meet for joint mission and ministry, my
sense is there has always been regard
for the small members of the group,"
Dueck said.
Of the 37-member MCC board, the
Mennonite Church and the General Conference Mennonite Church each have
four representatives. Fifty-six percent of
MCC's 930 workers come from groups
which will be part of the new MC/GC
conference.
MCC responses to the merger, such
as changes in board representation, have
been discussed but no decisions made,
Mathies said.

Rich Preheim is assistant editor of Mennonite Weekly Review. This is a Meetinghouse article. (Meetinghouse is a Mennonite
and Brethren in Christ editors group.)
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Traveling Kenyan exhibit marks
achievements, diversity of
nomadic livestock herders
A Maasai in suit and tie, wearing traditional beads across his chest, wandered
among the people attending the recent
official opening of an exhibit of Kenyan
objects at Messiah College in Grantham,
Pa.
The exhibit is a collection of everyday
articles used by eight tribes of nomadic
livestock herders including the Maasai.
It will be traveling across Canada and the
United States over the next two years.
The exhibit is cosponsored by Mennonite Central Committee's SELFHELP
Crafts of the World program and its
Africa department.
Moses Ole Sakuda says he wished he
had come in his traditional clothing,
given the purpose of the exhibit. But perhaps his attire presented an appropriate
image, portraying an adaptable people
who have changed over the centuries to
meet the demands of the environment in
which they live.
Included in the exhibit are objects like
circular wrist knives, leather clothing,
ingenious cooking utensils, wooden head
rests, clubs, leather flasks, home-made
tin burners and plastic water containers.
They are loaded with the smells, grime
and discoloring that come with everyday
use and help certify their authenticity.
"These are not Stone Age items," says
Sakuda. "You can find them right now in
my village, in my mother's house."
Called Ordinary Objects/Extraordinary People, the exhibit aims to illustrate
how the ingenuity and integrity of Kenyan nomadic herders has helped them
adapt to their harsh environment, explains
SELFHELP Crafts educator Melodie
Wenger. SELFHELP Crafts is an alternative trade organization and a program
of MCC.
"These people live on the edge of
modern civilization, moving from place
to place with their herds, looking for fresh
pastures. They adapted to survive and
now the seductions and pressures of the
modern world are transforming them
again.
"They're in danger of disappearing,
both as tribal cultural groups and as family units," Wenger says. One nomadic
herder who helped compile the exhibit in
Kenya said it is important because it
shows others in the tribe where they come
from so they know where they want to go
in the future.
December 1995

The exhibit is an appreciation of the nomadic
herders and their knowledge. Although they occupy two-thirds of the
Kenyan land mass, these
herders are scoffed at by
the Kenyan government,
which does not see them as
productive. The government would like them to
integrate into the broader
Kenyan culture, explains
Bill Baumann, who, along
with wife Betty, is one of
the key organizers of the
project. Baumanns, who
served with MCC in
Kenya from 1992 to 1995,
will accompany it from
time to time on its tour of
North America.

Visitors to a unique Kenyan exhibit currently
touring Canada and the United States are
encouraged to handle the items.

some of which can lead to prejudice and
"The herders are rarely mentioned in
mistrust—are constantly taking place.
(Kenyan) books and if they are, it is in a
denigrating way."
Meanwhile, Sakuda is living in the
United States on a year-long work/study
By displaying items from different
mission coordinated by MCC's Internagroups, the exhibit also applauds the simtional Visitor Exchange Program. He says
ilarities and differences between groups
one of the reasons he came to the United
of people.
States was "to see where these guys (North
Tribal representatives met earlier this
Americans in Africa) are coming from."
year in Nairobi, Kenya, to share their
He is currently working at Locust Grove
exhibits with each other. Most of these
Mennonite School in Lancaster, Pa.
groups, like the Pokot and Turkana people, had never met before except in battle.
The Ordinary Objects/Extraordinary
The meeting was videotaped and parts of
People exhibit opened Sept. 15-30 at
it will be shown with the exhibit.
Messiah College. Contact SELFHELP
Crafts for more information on the exhibAs the exhibit tours North America,
it's itinerary. In Canada, call (519) 662another is touring Kenyan schools, edu1879 and in the United States, call (717)
cating children about these special people
859-8100.
and dispelling some of the prejudice and
mistrust aimed at them.
Wenger hopes the North
r&xy/tm
American exhibit will challenge viewers to examine their
own material or "thing" culture to see how "things" influiwZ he rhythmic harmonies of
ence judgments we make
Southern Africa come alive on a new
about people.
"We in North America have
a 'thing' language just like
other cultures do," she points
out. "When you choose to
drive an old beater (car)
instead of an Infiniti, or buy
name-brand sneakers instead
of no-name ones, y o u ' r e
speaking this language." Social
and economic evaluations—

cassette or compact disc recording from MCC. Sung
by Youth Discovery Team members from Zambia,
Canada and the United States, it includes songs in
English and African languages. Great for gift giving.
Cost Is $6 U.S./J7 Cdn. for cassette or CD
(specify preference when ordering).

4 " V IN CANADA:
m
C
: MCC Canada, 134 Plaza Drive, Winnipeg MB R3T 5K9
(204) 261 -6381
or MCC Ontario, 50 Kent Avenue, Kitchener ON N2G 3R1
(519) 745-8458
IN U.S.:
MCC, PO Box 500, Akron PA 17501 -0500
(717)859-1151
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MESSIAH
COLLEGE
NEWS
Brethren in Christ
Study Conference
A study conference sponsored by The
Center for Brethren in Christ Studies took
place at Messiah College on November 3
and 4. The conference was titled "Exploring the Brethren in Christ Identity." Over
100 representatives from all regions of
the Brethren in Christ Church in North
America attended.
Various people presented papers,
responded to the papers, gave testimonies, and told stories about what it
means to be Brethren in Christ. The conference also featured discussion and a
closing communion service. Some of the
papers included "The Vision of the Brethren in Christ," by Harvey Sider; "Who
Are the Brethren in Christ? A Study in
Demographics," by Messiah faculty
members Ron Burwell and John Yeatts;
and "Observations and Counsel," by
Daniel Chamberlain. The latter paper by
Dr. Chamberlain, former dean of Messiah College and now president of
Houghton College, tied together the various ideas presented at the conference and
offered suggestions for the future life
together of the Brethren in Christ. All
papers and responses will be published in
the April issue of Brethren in Christ History and Life, the journal of the Brethren
in Christ Historical Society.
The next study conference will be
jointly sponsored by the Center for Breth-

Students from the Netherlands get tour of Three Mile Island nuclear power plant.

ren in Christ Studies and Messiah Village on the theme "An Aging Church in
an Aging Society," on September 27-28,
1996.
Netherlands visitors
Twenty-two students and four faculty
members from a Christian college in the
Netherlands spent 12 days at the end of
October at Messiah College learning how
Americans do human resource management (HRM). But they experienced much
more, thanks to Messiah's Department of
Management and Business, which
arranged and hosted this cross-cultural
exchange.
In addition to experiencing American
culture Messiah style, the group visited
the HRM departments at four local businesses—Hershey Foods, TMI Nuclear

How to apply for financial

aid

College-bound high school senior: apply for financial aid now. Here are four
steps to follow in applying for financial aid for the 1996-1997 academic year.
1. Identify the types of financial aid for which you may qualify. The Messiah
College Financial Aid Office has a packet of helpful brochures that it will
send to interested students. Contact this office (Messiah College,
Grantham, PA 17027) and ask for the materials mentioned in the December 1995 Evangelical Visitor.
2. Discuss the availability of state/provincial and local community scholarships, grants, and loans with your school guidance counselor.
3. Many financial aid programs require students to demonstrate financial
need. Need analysis forms are available from the Messiah College Financial Aid Office and should be completed and submitted during January and
February.
4. Submit your financial aid application early. High school students should
apply for financial aid in January or February.
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Power Plant, Lancaster Labs, and Penn
National Insurance. Some other businesses in the area expressed disappointment to some faculty members that they
weren't included in the visit. With the
entire world as most businesses' market
today, having the insights of visitors from
another culture can provide valuable
knowledge for a company. On the other
side, Joan Webb, adjunct faculty member
in communication, said, "The biggest surprise for our Dutch friends was how
many women were involved in HRM.
Plus, human resources are taken much
more seriously by management in the
U.S."
Another highlight was a presentation
by Debra Cruel, a Harrisburg attorney
and Messiah College trustee, on the racial
reconciliation movement in Harrisburg.
Race relations is an ongoing HRM issue
which the Dutch are particularly interested in because of their history with South
Africa. Cruel also took the group on a
tour of the Pennsylvania capitol.
On campus they visited classes, heard
from a panel of HRM graduates, and
interacted with faculty and people in
career development, leadership development, and personnel. Housed in college
dorms with Messiah business students,
the 22 student visitors experienced a bit
of American college life as well.
In an interview for the student newspaper The Swinging Bridge, a few students gave their impressions of their stay.
• "Everything is huge here—the milkshakes, the campus, the b u i l d i n g s except for the dorm rooms. This is a paradox. It seems strange that the rooms and
Evangelical
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closets are so small when everything in
America is so big."
• "What surprised me was that you
Americans are not like the stereotype we
had of you. I came here with a negative
image of Americans, but I learned that I
had the wrong idea, so coming here was
a very positive thing for me."
• "A huge surprise for me was that
everyone was open and willing to do
good, whatever it be. In Holland we
always think the friendliness of Americans is not serious—just a social skill.
But this is not true."
• Please tell everyone at Messiah College thank you for the wonderful hospitality. The program was so varied and
excellent. It was far more than we ever
expected. This has been a life-changing
experience for many of us. We will never
be the same. We will never think of
America or Americans the way we used
to."
1996 Leaders in Ministry
Conference
Join pastors, elders, deacons, and other
leaders from churches and parachurch
organizations and agencies as they learn
about "Finding Freedom in Christ" at the
1996 Leaders in Ministry Conference at
Messiah College March 12-13, 1996.
The keynote speaker for the conference is Timothy Warner, Ed.D. Following two years on the faculty at Fort
W a y n e B i b l e C o l l e g e , Dr. W a r n e r
entered missionary service in Sierra
Leone, West Africa, with his wife and
two children, which later became four.
In 1959 he returned to the Bible college
to teach and become chairman of the
Department of Missions. In 1967 he
became academic dean of the college,

Pre-Press Supervisor
Job opportunity in a
organization

Christian

Evangel Press, the Brethren in
Christ printing facility in Nappanee,
Ind., is looking for a pre-press supervisor. The position requires a working
knowledge of pre-press functions of a
printing plant, including electronic layout and design using Quark Xpress,
Pagemaker, Photoshop, and other software; scanning and image manipulation; stripping; platemaking; and
proofing. Applicants should possess
supervisory skills as well.
Contact Michael L. Courtney at
Evangel Press if interested. Phone
(800) 253-9315. FAX (219) 773-5934.
December
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and from 1971 to
1980 he served as
president.
In 1980 he
joined the faculty
of Trinity Evangelical Divinity
School in Deerfield, 111., where
he served as director of the School of World Mission and
Evangelism, and director of Professional
Doctoral Programs. During this time he
also began conducting seminars on spiritual warfare for churches and mission
agencies. In 1992 he retired from Trinity
and joined Freedom in Christ Ministries.

As senior vice president for international
ministries, he conducts seminars and
teaches courses related to the resolving of
spiritual conflicts.
Dr. Warner is the author of Spiritual
Warfare (Crossway). He and his wife
Eleanor have ministered on a personal
level to many individuals in spiritual
bondage and continue to minister as a
team in locations around the world.
Conference fees are $30 for one day
($50 for two days) and $15 for one day
for a spouse ($25 for the full conference
for a spouse). Continuing education credit is available. Contact conference coordinator Michael True at (717) 766-2511
for more information.
•

In this world,
where hundreds
of magazines
are published,
one magazine
is published
especially for you:

the EVANGELICAL

VISITOR.

Every month, the EVANGELICAL VISITOR brings you...
• feature articles on timely themes
• inspiring "Special People" or Congregational Snap Shot stories
%/news of Brethren in Christ Missions around the world
• regular columnists

Use this form to renew your subscription or give a gift
You may subscribe (or renew) through your local congregation during the Visitor
fall subscription campaign. Or mail the following information, along with a check,
to: Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550
I.D. Number (from your mailing label)

Today's Date:

Your Name
Address

'

City

St/Pr

Postal Code

Check one:
•
•
•
•
•

New subscription for yourself $10.25 ($12.25 Cdn)
One-year renewal for yourself $12.00 ($14.50 Cdn)
Two-year renewal for yourself $21.50 ($26.50 Cdn)
Three-year renewal for yourself $30.00 ($38.50 Cdn)
Five-year renewal for yourself $48.00 ($60.00 Cdn)

•

LIFETIME SUBSCRIPTION $180.00 ($225.00 Cdn)

• PLEASE SEND A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION $10.25 ($12.25 Cdn) to:
Name

.

Address
City

St/Pr

Postal Code
12/95
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r)iscipleshipforthe 21et Century
Receiving God's
Indescribable Gift
God's gift of the Savior to the world is
the reason why the celebration of Christ's
birth includes gift-giving. It's unfortunate that materialism has overwhelmed
the gift-giving and receiving so that
Christmas is the most commercialized
time of the year in many parts of the
world. But since we're all thinking about
gifts, let's think about God's gift to us.
The package seems
unattractive.
Sure, a new child is always delightful,
but when you want a king, a baby in a
cattle stall is not likely to be the package
you'd choose. When you want the 20th
century "good" life as commonly defined,
you'll hardly consider the austere itinerant teacher of the first century to be a
likely choice of advisor and role model.
None of your friends or family think
Jesus is anybody "neat." "He had no
beauty or majesty to attract us to him,
nothing in his appearance that we should
desire him" (Isaiah 53:2).

The taste at first seems bitter. Upon
first taking this package in hand, one is
faced with unpleasant experiences. You
have to flee to the next country because
of a death threat. Families in the neighborhood where he is born lose boy babies
to a murderous tyrant. The aroma of the
candy in the box reminds you of black
licorice or last week's medicine, your two
most detestable flavors.
To get any good from it will cost you
something. If you think Jesus might be
the Messiah, the king you're seeking, and
you want to foster that possibility, you'll
have to leave your family and likely lose
your business. You risk receiving the
same scorn and threats you see directed at
him. The modern gadget in your package won't function until you purchase
batteries for it. The item of clothing needs
to be taken to the store and exchanged
for a different size.

God and freedom of spirit, Jesus provides
that, and it's more satisfying than even
the Zealot option of overthrow of the
political oppressors. Life has meaning
now far more than before you accepted
Jesus. And death no longer terrorizes you.
Or, the sweater whose color you didn't
like and which was the wrong size is
found to be an expression of a relationship you hadn't previously recognized as
so strong, and now you wear it with great
enjoyment not only of its warmth, but
also of the love it has come to represent.
I hope that these simple parallels
between the reception of the human Jesus
twenty centuries ago and our receiving
of friendly gifts in modern celebrations
will serve to illustrate what it means for
us in our time to receive Jesus. "Yet to all
who received him, to those who believed
in his name, he gave the right to become
children of God!"

The gift is discovered to be truly wonderful. When you consider that what you
want most is relief of your guilt before

Samuel M. Brubaker lives in
Ohio.

Teens in Missionary Service
The purpose
„THE „
of the TIMS
program is to ^
provide short- ™
term mission/
service experiences that will build
teens spiritually, instill a missionary vision, and enable high schoolage youth to participate more fully
in the worldwide call of Acts 1:8.
Each year teens and their advisors
minister on servant projects in the
U.S. and different parts of the
world. U.S. ministry teams are one
week, and cross-cultural ministry
teams are three to four weeks.
What would 1 do?
Most teams combine a construction/renovation project with
direct evangelism in the host community or country. These teams use
music, drama, street ministry, and
other methods of personal evangelism. Cross-cultural teams are
trained in construction and ministry
during a TIMS Boot Camp one
week before their service experience begins.
Who can go?
Anyone with a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and a
heart for service. Servant projects
are designed for youth groups (Jr.
0
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and Sr. High, large groups or small)
and their advisors. Cross-cultural
ministry teams involve individual
young people age 15 or older (adult
leaders are also welcome).
How can I get more information?
Write to: Steve Westberry
(TIMS Director), Christian Retreat
Center, Route 1, Box 13A, East
Waterford, PA 17021. Phone: (717)
734-3627 or FAX: (717) 734-3897.

TIMS

Opportunities

Cross-Cultural Ministry
Mexico—Work/Ministry Team
Dates: June 30—July 24, 1996
Following Boot Camp your team
will bus to the BaltimoreAYashington International (BWI) Airport for
a flight to McAllen, Texas. Your
journey will continue as the team
will travel by van a short distance
to Reynosa, Mexico, where you
will build a much-needed fellowship hall for the church. Also, your
team will minister to other churches in the area in the evening. Housing will be in dorms. You will
return to CRC for Debrief. Cost:
$991 U.S.

New Mexico Navajo ReservationWork/Ministry Team
Dates: June 30—July 24, 1996
After Boot Camp your team will
bus to the BWI Airport for a flight
to Albuquerque, New Mexico.
From there your team will be transported to the Brethren in Christ
Mission in Bloomfield. While at
the Mission this team will be painting and doing some grounds care.
You will also participate in gym
nights and Daily Vacation Bible
School. Housing and meals will be
at the mission. You will return to
CRC for Debrief. Cost: $932 U.S.
Zimbabwe—Work/Ministry Team
Dates: June 30—July 30, 1996
Following Boot Camp your team
will bus to Newark International
Airport for a flight to London, England. While in London your team
will have opportunity to take in
some of the sites before your flight
leaves for Harare, capital of Zimbabwe. From Harare you will fly
to Bulawayo where your team will
construct the walls and roof for one
of the churches near Mtshabezi.
The team will have opportunity to
do village-to-village evangelism
and ministry. The team will return
to CRC for Debrief. Cost: $2,976
U.S.

Arcanum,

Y o u t h Group W o r k c a m p s
Paxton Street Ministries.
Harrisburg, PA—Work/Ministry
Dates: July 14-20, 1996
At Paxton Home there is a real
opportunity to bring joy to the
many disadvantaged adults that live
there. While at the Home we will
build a much-needed maintenance
building for them and have time in
the evening to interact with the residents. One evening your team will
have a chapel service for the residents. Housing and meals will be at
Paxton Home. Cost: $300 per person.
Christian Retreat Center—
Juaniata Co. Workcamps
Dates: July 21-27, July 28-August
3, and August 4-10, 1996
At a TIMS Workcamp you and
your teens can experience putting
faith into action in a practical way.
You will reach out and meet the
needs of people who are physically
or financially disadvantaged as a
means of sharing the love of Christ.
During the day teams will work in
a nearby community, painting and
renovating homes in need of repair.
In the evenings there will be a time
of challenging youth to a deeper
personal commitment to the Lord,
as well as time for fun and recreation. Cost: $300 per person.
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Young men need
encouragement, too.
by Marcus

Yeatts

In the October issue of the Visitor,
there was an article by Harriet Bicksler
stating the need for encouraging young
women to go into ministries in the
church. In the article, she describes a situation in which her encouragement led a
young woman to make a decision toward
a career in ministry. She then makes a
plea for others to be encouraging young
women about ministry and for churches
to be open to this possibility. I agree that
there is definitely a lack of encouragement for young women to enter the ministry, but 1 do not think that this is true
only for women.
I would like to propose that there is
not enough encouragement for young
men as well. As a twenty-year-old Brethren in Christ man, I have noticed that
there is almost no encouragement for
anyone, men or women, to pursue a
career in the ministry. During my years in
youth group and now in college, I can
think of maybe two instances where
someone has said something to me about
how I would be a good pastor or asked
me whether I have ever considered being
a minister. There was a time in my life
when I would have really been open to
such thoughts and questions, but they
were rarely posed. I think that in my case,
there was not sufficient, if any, encouragement towards a position in ministry
when such encouragement would have
been welcome. Although I still have not
dismissed the possibility of attending
seminary, it is not the direction I am
going. Maybe that is because I do not
have the gifts for ministry, or perhaps it is
because of a lack of encouragement.
However, I thought that it could just
be me. So to get another perspective, I
talked to my friend Karl (not his real
name) and asked him if he felt that he
had been encouraged into the ministry in
any way. Karl is the kind of person I
thought would have received some affirmation. He has good leadership skills,
works well with people, has a heart for
God, and was considering being a pastor.
The fact is, he would make a great pastor.
However, his answer to my question was
that only two people had ever discussed
this with him, and that during his life he
has not felt significantly affirmed towards
December
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ministry. This makes the affirmation
something special when it happens, but in
his case it should have happened more.
In stating that young people need to be
encouraged more into ministry, one obvious question will arise. Why do young
people need this affirmation? If entrance
into the ministry should be preceded by a
calling from God. should not this calling
be the reason for their decision, and not
human encouragement? Well, I believe
that God uses his people and his church to
call people into the ministry. God can use
our encouragement to awaken a call within the heart of a young person, or to
strengthen a feeling of call which is
already there. The ministry is very intimidating for high school students, and
without some positive words about themselves and their gifts, they may have trouble responding to this call. In the early
Brethren in Christ Church, the call for
pastors came from the congregation and
the pastor was elected from the congregation by a vote. Although I do not agree
with this method of hiring pastors, it
emphasizes something which I think the
church today has overlooked: that the call
to ministry should not only come from
within the individual but also from the
church. For this reason, it is necessary
that young people with gifts for ministry
be encouraged to think about this as a
possibility. Then, when the call from God
is there, they will see it as something they
are capable of undertaking.
This need for encouragement is not a
problem to be taken lightly. However, we
also should not encourage every kid in
youth group to enter the ministry, because
this will devalue the encouragement
when it is given to kids with special gifts.
This need will not be met by leaders
telling everyone under the age of 25 to
enter the ministry. This need can be met
only by choosing carefully the people
whom the leader will contact and having
a truthful and honest attitude in affirming
their gifts.
The church needs more young people
who are planning on or thinking about
becoming ministers, pastors, and youth
pastors. Of the people with whom I have
grown up in the church or become friends
with through the church, very few are
seriously considering ministry. I spoke
to one of these few (by few I mean no
more than five) and he said that he could

not recall ever being encouraged except
through his experience at Roxbury Holiness Camp. This shows that a calling to
ministry can come without the encouragement of others. However, not all of
the young people in the church attend
Roxbury Camp, and we cannot expect
the camp to have this effect on all people
with gifts suitable for ministry.
No, the church needs to take the
responsibility for this. Encouragement
can come from people of all ages and
from peers as well as elders. In fact, peer
encouragement is probably lacking the
most. However, all forms of encouragement are needed. There are many young
people in the church who have gifts for
ministry, and who only need a spark to
get the fire going.
Marcus Yeatts, Mechanicsburg, Pa., is a
sophomore education major at Messiah College.

More about women in
ministry and leadership
I am writing this in response to the
article that was in the October 1995 Visitor by Harriet Bicksler, "Encouraging
Women in Ministry and Leadership." My
comments and questions about the
women in ministry issue is not especially against women's role in church, but
how and why the activist women in the
Brethren in Christ Church are so impa-

Contributions invited for
Dialogue and Readers Respond
Persons contributing to Readers
Respond (letters to the editor) are
encouraged to be concise. Letters may
be shortened. All letters must be
signed. Occasionally we may decide
to withhold names due to special circumstances.
Longer contributions are welcomed for Dialogue, a forum for readers to express their opinions on a
broad range of topics relevant to the
mission of the church and to living
the Christian life.
Each article or letter represents the
view of the writer, and does not necessarily reflect the official position or
policy of the Brethren in Christ
Church or this periodical.
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tient in pushing this issue. We see the
world pushing for women's rights. Are
we following in their standards of the
world's footsteps? I hope not. I do not
believe a very large percentage of women
in the Brethren in Christ Church is as
uptight about this issue as...Harriet Bicksler does. The percentage of women in
high leadership roles in the Bible are low
comparing to men. Each church probably
has one woman activist in it.
Why not take a survey in the Brethren
in Christ Churches to see how much support for the women leadership role? We

lost a family that would have come to our
Zion Church because of the women leadership role.
I think the writer is right to encourage
women or anyone else to this ministry.
But, I was surprised by the lack of faith
that the writer had, if we had an abundance of women pastors and leaders. We
have the whole world that can use women
pastors and leaders. Other denominations
and independent churches are places
where they may be received and serve.
Many of us would not like to see this
happen but this may get the attention of

our Brethren in Christ Church leaders.
We have many Brethren in Christ members serving in missions and pastors outside the Brethren in Christ Church.
Finally, I believe when God calls a
person in the ministry or leadership, he
will provide a place for that person in his
vineyard to serve. Yes, we need to
encourage, pray, and support all those
people that are called to serve in the ministry role, and then have patience and
faith to see it happen.
Eldon K. Noel
Abilene, Kansas

Naders
I was ready to seal the envelope and
send the church news on to you when it
occurred to me I ought to tell you I thoroughly enjoyed the "humorous" issue of
the Visitor. I regularly read most of each
issue, but it was great fun to read it and
laugh! Good job!
Harriet Conrady
Ashland, Ohio
I have been deeply troubled for several weeks since I read in the Visitor
(August issue) the report giving high
praise to efforts in London to publicly

humiliate Muslim teachers and discredit
elements of Muslim faith. I do not believe
that such methods honor God or call people to faith in Jesus Christ. Surely we as
Christians should understand that what
we believe we believe first of all in faith,
not on the basis of scientific evidence.
Our faith, too, has been subject to rude
challenges from those who introduce
expert data to confute the message that
we claim has changed our lives. While
we do not agree with the choice Muslims
have made on where to place their faith,
it seems important that our own witness

General Conference

UPDATE

We are pleased to announce two special savings to help keep the cost
of General Conference down.
• Azusa Pacific University has agreed to offer a two-meal plan
(lunch and dinner; minimum of ten consecutive meals) for $14.00;
children 5-12, $7.00; up to age 5, free.
• We have been able to set up a contract with United Airlines
through M T S Travel, Ephrata, PA 17522, for a 5% savings off the
lowest fare available. MTS Travel will be the exclusive travel agent for
the contract. United Airlines was generous in allowing the time period
of the contract to cover from June 21 to July 14, 1996. Bookings may
be made for anytime between these dates. Point of origin may be from
anywhere in the U.S. or Canada. More details and information will be
available in the January issue of the Evangelical Visitor, or call the conv e n t i o n d i r e c t o r , K e n M a r k , at ( 7 1 7 ) 7 6 6 - 0 4 0 3 , or e - m a i l :
Kmark @ mcis. messiah.edu.
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take seriously their understandings as
faith.

Second, and more important, I believe
that the only credible Christian witness is
a witness to Christ in us, in me, and the
invitation to others to join the community of loving believers whose life together
witnesses to that Presence and how it
changes everything. The Muslim world
has seen far too little of that witness from
Christians in the West, and I fear that the
current efforts described in the Visitor
may add to the sum of the bad news we
have brought to Muslims.
Nancy R. Heisey
Barto, Pa.

Focusing our Mission
continued from page 30

bread and we are the yeast. The power of
the resurrection becomes evident in the
lives of believers in following Jesus. For
Jesus told us that just as his Father had
sent him, so we are sent by Jesus to be
yeast and salt, light and fire. Our personal discipleship is the essential ingredient
for the virtual reality of the kingdom
(Matt. 5:3, John 17:8, Rom. 12:1-2).
Every time I eat good cornbread, I am
reminded of the basic ingredient and,
alas, I also have memories of my poor
floundering efforts at baking my own
cornbread. When 1 missed the key ingredient, it was a flop. If we decide to put
together the work of the church and miss
the essential ingredient, it will not turn
out well. To be sure, the kingdom of
Christ and his church will prevail, but our
part in that may leave something halfbaked, if you catch the point!
•
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Dear Paul,
I can't wait for my projects to end so I can get back to a
regular life. My main project at work is scheduled to go out
to bid in a month or two and things will be totally crazy until
then. I guess that won't really be the end of it though, since
I'll have equipment submittals to review and construction
won't be completed until the fall of 1997. It's an interesting
project but I've occasionally been frustrated with all the revisions I've had to do. I know they're unavoidable since design
work is an iterative process, but the senior engineers on the
project kept changing their minds on major design concepts.
I feel like eighty percent of everything I
did this past year ended up in the sewer.
The other major project I'm working
on at the moment has gone somewhat
the same way. My friend Chris has
been remodeling his house since June.
When we started, all he was originally
planning to do was replace the roof. We
finally got around to fixing the roof
after we replaced the gas piping, hot
and cold water piping, electrical wiring,
a half dozen termite-damaged rafters,
and framed the new skylights. All we
have to do now is finish remodeling the
bathroom, move an interior wall, install
the fireplace, and patch all the holes we
cut in the walls. One of the reasons it's
taking so long is that Chris keeps
changing his mind about how he wants
to do things, usually after they're completed. "You know that wiring/piping/
joist we put in yesterday? Go ahead and
start taking it out. I've decided to...."

death. Unfortunately, the concept of Immanuel seems to be
fairly foreign to my culture. I would guess that most people
in my culture think the Greek and Roman gods of your contemporaries are nothing more than literary curiosities or bits
of trivia. If they believe in a god at all, it's usually some
kind of spectator god that's totally disengaged from human
events.
I had lunch the other week with one such fellow. (I mean
someone who thinks that way, not one of the gods.) He had
some story about his brother and a tarot card reader and
asked me what I thought about it. I
don't think he was expecting a serious
answer, but it led into a discussion of
how God communicates with us and
why I was so sure it wasn't through
cards. To tell you the truth, the conversation didn't progress very well
because we weren't talking about the
same god. I called a time-out and
asked him to describe what he meant
by "God." It turned out to be a
"supreme being" that created the
world and just "hangs out." The tarot
cards raised the question of if and
how this supreme being interacts with
the world (and why he allows bad
things to happen if he does interact.) I
was in the middle of explaining how
sin entered the world and that it is not
a part of God's nature; that Christ
didn't come to condemn people but to
save them; and that even though
Christ is the only way to heaven, it's
an open invitation to everyone (one of
his major complaints about Christianity is that it's so exclusive) when lunch ended and our conversation broke up.

To someone standing
knee-deep in eraser
shavings, it's
tremendously good
news that God knew
what he wanted to
do and then was able
to follow through
with that plan.
(A well-conceived
and well-executed
plan at that.)

It struck me the other night as I rerewired part of Chris's house, how remarkably well thoughtout God's plan of redemption actually was/is. To someone
standing knee-deep in eraser shavings, it's tremendously
good news that God knew what he wanted to do and then
was able to follow through with that plan. (A well-conceived
and well-executed plan at that.)
Christmas was the kick-off of something that had been
planned for ages.
She will give birth to a son, and you are to give
him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.... And they will call him
"Immanuel"—which means, "God with us."
(Matthew 1:21,23)
What an awesome thought—Immanuel, the Almighty,
coming to earth and immersing himself in our world. We're
saved as much by Christ's birth and life as we are by his

Near the end of our time, he asked, "So you believe that
God interacts in daily events?" I looked at him and thought
of the concept of Immanuel and my personal experience
with God over the years, and said with much joy and conviction, "Yes, I do." Hopefully, we'll continue our conversation.
Grace and peace in the name of our
unchanging and very present God,
Onesimus

Coming in January, a new Onesimus, plus
the "revealing" of the 1995 Onesimus.

Readers may correspond with Onesimus by writing to him c/o the Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550.
Letters to Onesimus may be published unless they are marked "Personal-Not for Publication."
December 1995
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An essential
ingredient
by R. Donald Shafer
It was in the late fall and early winter
when I had this longing for some homemade cornbread. It was likely some latent
memory of my m o t h e r ' s custom to
include that as a part of our diet at about
this time of the year. Out of my strong
desire for this treat, I found one of my
wife's cookbooks and set about making
homemade cornbread. It did occur to me
that I had no memory of my mother using
a cookbook.
Well, I thought I had followed the
recipe and put in all the ingredients at
each appropriate step. The mixture was
placed in the baking pan and I awaited
my golden cornbread from the oven.
What I missed was a very small, but very
important ingredient called baking powder. As I recall, I couldn't find it and
decided baking soda would be a good
substitute.
When I went to retrieve my expected
gold and rounded loaf of cornbread, I
pulled out a pan with a very low and
heavy residue that was hardly fit for consumption. To call it cornbread would
have been a gross misnomer.
What has this to do with our business
of building the kingdom of God? Well,
more than you might think! It occurred to
me that in our venturing a vision of "250
Growing. Discipling, and Sending Congregations by A.D. 2000," we need all
the essential ingredients. We need a clear
understanding of what God wants us to
do. We have prayed and called on one
another to pray. We have talked about

250 Growing, Discipling,
Sending Congregations
by A.D. 2000

plans and urged one another to set goals.
We have had longings for renewal and
growth. Some of us likely have good
memories of times of growth and we long
for the seasons of harvest, just like the
smell and taste of cornbread of the good
old days. But we must include all the
ingredients.
Like me, you may have seen someone
create some wonderful concoctions without a cookbook. We remember the
results, but don't have a clue as to how
they put it together. We may have even
found some new cookbooks or recipes
on growth with careful instructions. Like
me, you may have decided on some substitutes or shortcuts. The results may be
flat failure.
Let me propose some of the essential
ingredients for a good outcome. There is
especially one that we all need for the
expected rising...the baking powder (or
we might say "power") of our vision, if
you please.
1. PREPARATION—One of the ingredients to make anything new or to produce change (for the better) is some
preparation. This may include evaluation
and assessment of where we are and
where we want to go. It may mean counting the cost in terms of time, energy, and
money. It certainly includes a clear statement of vision. In many ways, we are
familiar with the steps of preparation. It is
a biblical principle to prepare. It was a
prophetic call in the Old Testament, wise
counsel, and apparent in the life of Jesus
(Isa. 62:10, Prov. 24:27, Lk. 3:4).
2. PRAYER—We have been reminded
in many ways and by many means that
we need to pray. We pray as though all
depends on God to guide us and bless our
efforts. We may have done this in a personal way and, hopefully, have joined
with others in prayer that we will be
obedient to the vision we have
before us. Surely we all
affirm that unless God is in
whatever we undertake, it
is useless! This is certainly an ingredient we can't
leave out (Psa. 32:6,
1 Cor. 14:15, Eph. 6:18).
3. PRESENTATION—
Unless we present the vision,
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there will be no following. We must
preach, if there is to be a hearing. It must
be a clear call to action and mission. We
must communicate the urgency of doing
something. We have many ways and,
indeed, high technology, to enable us to
get the idea and concept of a vision
before us so that all may participate
(Rom. 10:14).
4. PLANS—Many are the cookbooks to
help us see how we can mix our preparation, prayers, and presentations. We surely want the steps that will enable us to
carry out the vision. We may even have
gone to seminars to be sure we get these
plans straight. We may have been really
excited to hear someone else tell their
plans, and it may have inspired us for a
long time. (It really was many years ago
that I ate my mother's cornbread.) Our
plans need to be for now and they need to
be good plans (Prov. 14:22). To be aware
of the divine plan and being a part of that
is crucial (Eph. 1:11).
5. PERSONAL COMMITMENT—
Here is the essential ingredient! We may
have all the above ingredients. Indeed,
they are important. We may have been
able to identify them and get them mixed
properly. But unless I decide, with faith,
to make a personal commitment, the
whole vision could fall as Hat as the cornbread without baking powder. This personal commitment is an intentional
investment that may cost me more than I
can imagine. It is asking, "Lord, what
would you have me do?", with the serious
pledge to obey whatever the Lord would
direct me to do. It is a necessary ingredient if the kingdom of heaven is to become
a reality here on earth. As we have often
been reminded, Jesus has no hands but
our hands, no feet but our feet, no eyes
but our eyes, no tongues but our tongues.
The kingdom of heaven is like yeast in
continued on page 28

\
Don Shafer is General Secretary of the
Brethren in Christ
Church.
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Have a Christmas!
When and where will your family "have Christmas" this year? For most people, having Christmas
means getting together with family to exchange
gifts, usually within close proximity to a decorated
evergreen. We could have Christmas without all the
extra church services, without the caroling, perhaps
even without all the greeting cards, but take away
this ceremony around the tree and most people
would say they didn't "have Christmas." Without
stealing this most sacred meaning of Christmas,
here are a few ideas that may give new meaning to
the expression, "having Christmas."
1. Having Christmas means unwrapping. Just
as we unwrap our gifts around the tree, the advent
of Jesus in our lives unwraps the identity of God
and the meaning of the Scriptures. "Indeed, to this
very day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over
their minds; but when one turns to the Lord, the veil
is removed" (cf. 2 Corinthians 3:12-16). Before
Jesus arrives in our lives we are ignorant of God,
and we cannot understand any spiritual truth. Jesus
removes the veiling of the mystery of God and the
divine plan.
2. Having Christmas means getting new things
(and getting rid of old things). Every Christmas we
receive new slippers, new ties, new electric razors,
and new toys of all kinds. When we receive these
new things, we would be wise to get rid of their old
predecessors. The advent of Jesus in our lives is
also an occasion of receiving new things and putting
away old things. "So if anyone is in Christ, there is
a new creation: everything old has passed away;
see, everything has become new" (cf. 2 Corinthians
5:16-17). In Jesus we have new citizenship, a new
Spirit, a new Lord, new desires, new hope, new

Pontius'
Puddle
B u l l e t i n s and n e w s l e t t e r s
reprinting "Pontius Puddle"
must pay $10 for each use to
Joel Kauffman, 111 Carter
Road, Goshen, IN 46526.
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power, and new freedom. To sum it up in a word,
we receive a new life. Similarly, when we receive
this new life, our old way of life passes away.
3. Having Christmas means getting together
with loved ones. Having Christmas implies being
together with family and friends. Even Ebenezer
Scrooge could not have Christmas by himself! The
advent of Jesus in our lives brings fellowship and
closeness between us and God. "All this is from
God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ,
and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that
is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them" (cf.
2 Corinthians 5:18-20). Before Jesus arrives in our
lives, we are at war with and distant from God. But
in Jesus, we are brought into God's family as loving
sons and daughters.
In his book. The Lion, the Witch, and the
Wardrobe, C.S. Lewis described Narnia as "the
place where it is always winter, but never Christmas." The same could be said about many of our
churches today. The outwardly pious limit the true
meaning of Christmas to the birth of an infant some
2,000 years ago. Many wish to ban Santa and
Rudolf, and retain only the true symbols of Christmas—mangers, stars, angels and the like. While this
may all be fine and good, let's not forget that only
the advent of Jesus in our lives can truly bring
Christmas.
On behalf of the staff of the Evangelical
Visitor,
as well as the personnel of Christian Light Bookstores and Evangel Press, we hope that you and
your family will "have Christmas" this year.
Gary

Freymiller
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John 7:74
The Message
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