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fort and assurance that they would
one day reach the security at the top
of the mountain.

Like the platform people, we easi-
ly forget our purpose as Christians.
We’re enjoying the peace and joy that
God gives so much that we’ve for-
gotten that part of the reason he gives
it is to equip us to reach out.

Or we may have curbed some of
our non-Christian friendships because
we’re afraid they’ll drag us down
spiritually. While we do have to be
careful about tempting situations, we
can’t become so afraid the world will
taint us that we never taint the world.

Linda felt uneasy about her new
job until she discovered that one of
the other clerks was also a Christian.
They sat together during lunch and
experienced that immediate cama-
raderie we often find with fellow
believers. They felt so safe with each
other that they stuck together and

even played their Christian music to
witness to their co-workers.

After a few weeks the supervisor
reprimanded them for their “offen-
sive music” and cliquish attitudes. At
first they complained about being
“persecuted for righteousness’ sake,”
but after thinking it over they saw the
reprimand as a signal that they should
branch out and include others more.
They still did things together but they
weren’t so exclusive.

I, along with Linda and her friend,
have been guilty of being “rabbit
hole” Christians.* In the morning we
pop out of our safe Christian homes,
hold our breath at work (thankful for
the Christian at the next desk), scurry

*Rebecca Manley Pippert, Out of the
Saltshaker, (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsi-
ty Press, 1979), p. 124.
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We’re enjoying the
peace and joy that
God gives so much
that we’ve forgot-
ten that part of
the reason he gives
it is to equip us to
reach out.

home to our Christian families, and
then run off to our Bible studies. We
end the day by praying for the unbe-
lievers we safely avoided all day. We
fear what Peter said to flaunt, with
gentleness and respect: our Christlike
behavior (1 Pet. 3:14-15). We're to
show non-Christians how believers
live and be prepared to tell them why.

How to break out

To climb out of the Christian ghet-
to, I’ve mapped out the following
escape plans.

Renew former acquaintances.
When Susan decided to widen her cir-
cle of friends to include more non-
Christians, she telephoned a woman
who had been her co-worker. The

 “Christian ghetto’

woman invited Susan and her chil-
dren to the public library’s story hour
every Monday. Susan went not only
to benefit her children but also to
reestablish contact with her co-work-
er. Eventually Susan got to talk with
her friend about Christ.

Befriend neighbors. When Dave
and Carol moved, they vowed to
make friends in the community, not
only at church. Although they were
anxious to work on their dilapidated
house, they took time to talk with
everyone who stopped to welcome
them. They eventually started a
neighborhood watch club in their
home which laid the foundation for
starting a neighborhood Bible study
later.

Join a community group. Consid-
er joining municipal volleyball teams,

community clubs, and local night
school classes. When Denise quit her
job at a parachurch organization to
have a baby, she realized that she had
no friends outside her church. To
make friends, she took classes at a
local craft shop and joined a food co-
op. She enjoyed her new friends, and
began praying about how to help
them come to know God.

Be hospitable. Sandy was so
encouraged that she gave a jewelry
party for the women on her street,
dropping notes at their doors that
read: “Hi, I’'m Sandy from down at
the comner. I'd like a chance to get to
know the women on my street better.
I'm having a jewelry party next Sat-
urday. You don’t have to buy any-
thing! Please come to get acquaint-
ed.”

Employ nonbelievers. When my
husband Greg figured out that he
needed a product that was sold only

by an individ-
’ ual distribu-

tor, we listed
all the people
we knew that
sold that product.
Instead of buying it from a couple at
church we knew, we bought it from a
couple who used to go to our church.
That way we maintained contact with
them and they ended up coming to
our home Bible study. Since then,
we’ve started praying for our doctor,
lawyer, even our dry cleaning clerk!

As I taught the personal evange-
lism class, I often thought, I too shy to
do any of these things, and I am. But
I'm learning that it doesn’t take an
extrovert to make friends. I'm begin-
ning to view new situations, such as a
new job, neighborhood, or night class,
as an opportunity to meet non-Chris-
tians, and ask God what part I'm to
play in their lives.

Jan Johnson lives in Simi, Calif.



