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the changes in the students’ lives, and adult
leaders as well!

I graduated in June of 1993 and worked
with CSM through August. I felt that God was
calling me to full-time youth ministry, so that
determined the direction of my job search.

How did you make a connection with the
Brethren in Christ work in the Bronx?

Bishop Warren Hoffman was aware of my
job search, but neither of us foresaw where I
would end up. In February of this year, I was
in Pennsylvania. One day, as I was taking
Esther Snyder to give blood, she asked if I
would consider “house-sitting” the Bronx
Mission building while its future was debated.
She told me that she and Bishop Hoffman had
been talking about possible solutions, and my
name came up. I decided to call Bishop Hoff-
man the next day.

Before you talked with the bishop, had you thought
about the Brethren in Christ work in New York as a
possibility for service?

I knew very little about our voluntary service unit
in the Bronx. Since then I’ve discovered a bit of the
history, but don’t have all of the details down. Basi-
cally, since the 1960s, scores of young people have
served here as VSers, or as members of youth groups
which have come here as work teams. And hundreds
of children and teens from the Bronx neighborhoods
have been part of youth activities at Fellowship
Chapel and the VS unit, studying in the tutoring cen-
ter, or experiencing the summer camping programs
outside the city.

Unfortunately, it seems voluntary service has lost
some of its appeal in recent years. I don’t believe it is
due to a lack of interest in service, but a lack of
knowledge. Once young people are introduced to ser-
vice opportunities, many are excited about how they
can get involved.

What happened when you talked to Bishop Hoff-
man? '

On February 9, 1994, I called Bishop Hoffman
regarding the conversation I had the day before with
Esther Snyder. We talked for some time and he told
me of his concerns for the ministry there and his per-
sonal vision for the Unit. Then I told him of my
experiences with the Center for Student Missions.
We both decided to investigate the possibilities fur-
ther.

My next step was to call the president of CSM,
Ridge Burns. As we spoke, I learned that he had
wanted to get into New York City, but had no leads
there. He was very willing to talk about some
involvement with the site here. Meanwhile, Bishop
Warren set up a meeting with Chris Davenport (the
interim director of the Unit) and me. The three of us
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met for breakfast on February 15. Chris and I decid-
ed that neither of us were morning people, but oth-
erwise the meeting went very well and we decided to
continue dialogue with CSM.

By the beginning of March, I had visited the
Bronx and inspected the building. Noel Becchetti,
from the CSM site in Chicago, had been asked to
work with me in coordinating the possibilities of
partnering the Center for Student Missions with the
Brethren in Christ operations here. I had worked with
him for the last year and a half, so we already had a
good working relationship. Noel was visiting the
Washington, D.C,, site anyway, so he decided that we
should get together and view the Bronx unit. While
here, we were able to meet with a variety of people
involved with the ministry and to get a good feel for
what had been happening.

It seems that things were moving quickly.

Yes, they were. We developed a working docu-
ment looking at a possible ministry that joined the
Brethren in Christ with CSM. Not only would we be
working with youth groups, but with a school for
potential urban missionaries. This second step would
naturally lead into voluntary service.

Meanwhile, I was busy searching for used office
equipment to offset our anticipated first-year deficit
of $6,000-$8,000. I was also speaking to Sunday
school classes at Manor Brethren in Christ and other
places to spread the word and raise some funds.

So by the end of March, two months later, we had
a signed agreement and I was on my way! My broth-
er Scott and I moved my stuff up here Friday, April
9. He didn’t seem as thrilled with the city as I am.
However, he did like my apartment with plenty of
room to stay over! We officially opened the Urban
Mission Center, the new name of the ministry here,
on Monday, April 11. This location is the fourth CSM




