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6. How does this experience or teaching affect our
relationship to and attitude toward the world? By “world”
I do not mean the beautiful world God has created for our
enjoyment. Nor do I mean the world of lost humanity.
(Any true touch of God in our life will deepen our appre-
ciation of the beauty of creation and deepen our love for
the lost.) The world I refer to is described in 1 John 2:15-
17—the world of sinful pursuits and sinful pleasures (see
also 1 Cor. 6:9-10; Gal. 5:19-21). Any teaching that per-
mits compromise with the world in this sense is false.

Stories about Koresh, for instance, tell us that he used
violence and intimidation to settle personal conflicts and
that he was immoral. According to the media, Koresh con-
vinced the men that he had a right to sleep with their wives
and daughters while the men had to be celibate.

7. How does it affect our attitude toward sin? When
God is at work in our life, he turns our hearts away from
sin and toward obedient faith and holiness (Titus 2:11-

13). Since a certain experience or since the adoption of
some teaching, the test is, “Are we concerned about sin in
our life more or less?” Anything that weakens our hatred
of sin is false to the Scriptures and to Christ. Whatever
makes holiness more attractive and sin more unbearable is
genuine.

“Test everything. Hold on to the good. Avoid every
kind of evil. May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify
you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and
body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ. The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it”
(1 Thess. 5:21-24).

This article is adapted from an April 25 sermon by Rick Mailloux,
senior pastor of the Nappanee, Ind., Brethren in Christ Church.

ders. Then they supplied slightly
inferior merchandise. When these
supplies were refused, they kept
them for their own use.

As the outbreak neared, the Jews
prepared a series of interconnected
forts. The Romans didn’t understand
what was happening even though it
was done right under their noses. Bar
Kokhba waited until Hadrian was
busy in another province, and then
he quickly attacked.

The Romans may have expected
such an attack, for they had stationed
an extra legion, the Sixtieth, nick-
named Ironsides, in the country. But
these soldiers could not withstand the
ecstatic zeal of Bar Kokhba’s army.
Within a very short time Jerusalem
was in Jewish hands again. The Jews
were drunk with their achievement.
Eleazar took over as High Priest, and
Akiba presided as the leader of the
Sanhedrin.

A new regime was instituted by

Bar Kokhba. Documents have been
found from this era made out in the
name of the “Prince of Israel” and
dated from the time of “The
Redemption of Israel.” Likewise,
new coins were minted. Some of
these coins featured the Temple with
a star on top!

Once again animals were sacri-
ficed on the High Altar. Gentiles
flocked to the “messiah,” and he

rode the crest of a mighty popularity.
His military tactics were those of a
genius.

But Hadrian was determined that
no pseudo-messiah was going to
defy him. He summoned Severus—
one of his best generals—all the way
from England; and additional troops
were brought in from as far away as
the Danube. Finally, the emperor
himself moved to Judea in order to
supervise the army. Severus avoided
pitched battles. Instead, he destroyed
the country as he advanced. Jerusa-
lem soon fell to him, and Bar Kokh-
ba along with many of his followers
fled to a fortress of Bethel, south-
west of Jerusalem. Here he died with
his men.

Roman vengeance was terrible:
50 fortresses and nearly 1000 vil-
lages were utterly destroyed. Hadri-
an then decreed that no Jew could
set foot in Jerusalem, and if anyone
did he was immediately crucified.
This edict was so well-enforced that
the Christian church in Jerusalem
had to get another bishop because
the one they had was a Jew. The
decree, however, was relaxed once a
year on the ninth day of the month of
Ab. This was the day when Titus had
destroyed the Temple in 70 A.D. On

that day, if they paid a fee, they were .

allowed to enter Jerusalem and pray
for the nation.

Over half a million Jews were
killed in the war. So many were sold
into slavery that the market was glut-
ted. It became cheaper to buy a slave
than to buy a horse. In order to raise
the price, many slaves were shipped
to Egypt and thousands died of star-
vation or shipwreck.

The scorched-earth policy of
Severus had been so effective that
Judea had become like a desert.
Indeed the devastation was so terri-
ble that 100 years went by before
olives could be harvested again.
Then, possibly to add a final insult,
Hadrian changed the name of the
country to Palestina. This was to
commemorate the ancient enemies
of the Jews—the Philistines.

After his thorough defeat, many
who had exalted Bar Kokhba as the
Messiah sarcastically called him Bar
Coziba (Son of Falsehood). A few
years later Akiba was tortured to
death by the Romans. In 1962 many
of the bones of Bar Kokhba’s fol-
lowers were found in some Judean
caves. He is remembered by histori-
ans and a few pious Jews and that is
about all. He doesn’t have a single
follower in the entire world. Not
one!

Article provided by David C. Cook Pub-
lishing Co., 850 N. Grove Ave., Elgin IL
60120.
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