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originate outside the Scripture (in the sense that it is not in 
accord with it)? Where is authority and accord for this in 
the Scripture? 

Of course, the Scriptures may not always be as clear as 
we would like and there are differences of interpretation 
among equally sincere groups of believers, but what does 
this "teaching" do to my love for and appreciation of the 
Scriptures? Tozer has said, "Anything that comes to us 
from God will deepen our love for the Word of God" (p. 
189). What is "of the Holy Spirit" is in accord with the 
Word given by the Spirit. 

4. How does it affect our self-life? A teaching or expe­
rience may be from God if it serves to humble us; make us 
dependent on God; promote a day-by-day decision to turn 
our wills, our very lives, over to the care of Christ; make 
us willing to do the hard work of dealing with our denial 
and sin. Anything that makes us feel superior or spiritual­
ly proud or elite because we have had a certain remarkable 

experience or vision should take us to our knees and we 
should repent of the whole thing. 

5. How does it affect our relationship with and attitude 
toward our brothers and sisters in Christ? If because I 
have had some remarkable spiritual encounter, or if 
because of some teaching I withdraw from fellow believ­
ers and develop a spirit of fault-finding, thinking myself to 
be superior, in some advanced state of grace, and that I 
alone am a true child of God; if my new spirituality has 
made me condescending and less loving, this is a danger­
ous state of mind. 

Any religious teaching or experience that lessens our 
love for our fellow Christians may be written off as false 
(see John 13:34-35). The Apostle John makes love for 
other believers a test of faith (1 John 4:7-8). If we love God 
we will love his children (1 John 5:1). There seems to be 
a link between true Christian growth and experience and a 
deepening love for other Christians. 

Jesus of Nazareth, who rose from 
the dead but was rejected by the reli­
gious leaders of the day, was not the 
only man who claimed to be the 
Messiah. Others made similar 
claims, and some of these received 
wide support from the priests and 
rabbis. One of the most dramatic of 
these men was Simeon Bar Kokhba, 

a popularly accepted "messiah" who 
did not rise from the dead. 

To catch up on the story of this 
pseudo-messiah, we need to go back 
to 70 A.D. Titus, who was later to 
become emperor, had just destroyed 
the Temple in Jerusalem and had 
massacred thousands of Jews and 
sold thousands more into slavery. 
Those who remained suffered under 
heavy taxation. 

On the whole, the Jews carried 
these grievances with remarkable 
patience. But when the rumor spread 
that the Romans planned to build a 
pagan temple to Jupiter on the actu­
al site where the Jewish Temple had 
stood, their long suffering was 
stretched to the breaking point. Still 
they tried to keep their peace. When 
Roman Emperor Hadrian began to 
interfere with Jewish religious rites, 
they could contain themselves no 
longer. Open rebellion broke out in 
132 A.D. 

The leader of this revolt was 
Simeon of Cozeba, a great organizer 
and a skillful warrior with a magnet­
ic personality. This man was imme­
diately renamed Simeon Bar Kokhba 
by Rabbi Akiba, the greatest Jewish 
scholar of the day and one of the 
most widely acclaimed rabbis of all 
time. The name Bar Kokhba means 
Son of a Star; and Akiba connected 
him with the prophecy of Numbers 

24:17, "There shall come a Star out 
of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out 
of Israel, and shall smite the corners 
ofMoab. . . . " 

This renowned rabbi announced 
flatly that Bar Kokhba was the long-
awaited Messiah! The majority of 
the Jews accepted this and pledged 
an almost insane loyalty. To them 
this mighty warrior did not have the 
objectionable qualities of the reject­
ed Jesus who had appeared a little 
over 100 years before. 

Jesus had taught people to turn 
the other cheek to an enemy, but Bar 
Kokhba shouted that they should 
smite the Romans. He encouraged 
the masses to revolt. 

To strengthen belief in Bar Kokh-
ba's messiahship, Akiba insisted that 
he was a direct descendant of David. 

With this support, the Jews 
flocked to Bar Kokhba, and money 
poured in from those living in other 
lands. Jews who believed in Jesus, 
however, were not deceived and 
refused to help. This refusal turned 
Bar Kokhba's anger upon them. And 
as a result he ordered the Christians 
to be sentenced to terrible punish­
ments if they didn't deny Jesus 
Christ and blaspheme him. 

Bar Kokhba's followers acquired 
weapons by a simple deception. 
They got the rights to deliver war 
materials to the Roman comman-
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6. How does this experience or teaching affect our 
relationship to and attitude toward the world? By "world" 
I do not mean the beautiful world God has created for our 
enjoyment. Nor do I mean the world of lost humanity. 
(Any true touch of God in our life will deepen our appre­
ciation of the beauty of creation and deepen our love for 
the lost.) The world I refer to is described in 1 John 2:15-
17—the world of sinful pursuits and sinful pleasures (see 
also 1 Cor. 6:9-10; Gal. 5:19-21). Any teaching that per­
mits compromise with the world in this sense is false. 

Stories about Koresh, for instance, tell us that he used 
violence and intimidation to settle personal conflicts and 
that he was immoral. According to the media, Koresh con­
vinced the men that he had a right to sleep with their wives 
and daughters while the men had to be celibate. 

7. How does it affect our attitude toward sin? When 
God is at work in our life, he turns our hearts away from 
sin and toward obedient faith and holiness (Titus 2:11-

13). Since a certain experience or since the adoption of 
some teaching, the test is, "Are we concerned about sin in 
our life more or less?" Anything that weakens our hatred 
of sin is false to the Scriptures and to Christ. Whatever 
makes holiness more attractive and sin more unbearable is 
genuine. 

"Test everything. Hold on to the good. Avoid every 
kind of evil. May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify 
you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and 
body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it" 
(1 Thess. 5:21-24). 

This article is adapted from an April 25 sermon by Rick Mailloux, 
senior pastor of the Nappanee, Ind., Brethren in Christ Church. 

ders. Then they supplied slightly 
inferior merchandise. When these 
supplies were refused, they kept 
them for their own use. 

As the outbreak neared, the Jews 
prepared a series of interconnected 
forts. The Romans didn't understand 
what was happening even though it 
was done right under their noses. Bar 
Kokhba waited until Hadrian was 
busy in another province, and then 
he quickly attacked. 

The Romans may have expected 
such an attack, for they had stationed 
an extra legion, the Sixtieth, nick­
named Ironsides, in the country. But 
these soldiers could not withstand the 
ecstatic zeal of Bar Kokhba's army. 
Within a very short time Jerusalem 
was in Jewish hands again. The Jews 
were drunk with their achievement. 
Eleazar took over as High Priest, and 
Akiba presided as the leader of the 
Sanhedrin. 

A new regime was instituted by 
Bar Kokhba. Documents have been 
found from this era made out in the 
name of the "Prince of Israel" and 
dated from the time of "The 
Redemption of Israel." Likewise, 
new coins were minted. Some of 
these coins featured the Temple with 
a star on top! 

Once again animals were sacri­
ficed on the High Altar. Gentiles 
flocked to the "messiah," and he 

rode the crest of a mighty popularity. 
His military tactics were those of a 
genius. 

But Hadrian was determined that 
no pseudo-messiah was going to 
defy him. He summoned Severus— 
one of his best generals—all the way 
from England; and additional troops 
were brought in from as far away as 
the Danube. Finally, the emperor 
himself moved to Judea in order to 
supervise the army. Severus avoided 
pitched battles. Instead, he destroyed 
the country as he advanced. Jerusa­
lem soon fell to him, and Bar Kokh­
ba along with many of his followers 
fled to a fortress of Bethel, south­
west of Jerusalem. Here he died with 
his men. 

Roman vengeance was terrible: 
50 fortresses and nearly 1000 vil­
lages were utterly destroyed. Hadri­
an then decreed that no Jew could 
set foot in Jerusalem, and if anyone 
did he was immediately crucified. 
This edict was so well-enforced that 
the Christian church in Jerusalem 
had to get another bishop because 
the one they had was a Jew. The 
decree, however, was relaxed once a 
year on the ninth day of the month of 
Ab. This was the day when Titus had 
destroyed the Temple in 70 A.D. On 
that day, if they paid a fee, they were 
allowed to enter Jerusalem and pray 
for the nation. 

Over half a million Jews were 
killed in the war. So many were sold 
into slavery that the market was glut­
ted. It became cheaper to buy a slave 
than to buy a horse. In order to raise 
the price, many slaves were shipped 
to Egypt and thousands died of star­
vation or shipwreck. 

The scorched-earth policy of 
Severus had been so effective that 
Judea had become like a desert. 
Indeed the devastation was so terri­
ble that 100 years went by before 
olives could be harvested again. 
Then, possibly to add a final insult, 
Hadrian changed the name of the 
country to Palestina. This was to 
commemorate the ancient enemies 
of the Jews—the Philistines. 

After his thorough defeat, many 
who had exalted Bar Kokhba as the 
Messiah sarcastically called him Bar 
Coziba (Son of Falsehood). A few 
years later Akiba was tortured to 
death by the Romans. In 1962 many 
of the bones of Bar Kokhba's fol­
lowers were found in some Judean 
caves. He is remembered by histori­
ans and a few pious Jews and that is 
about all. He doesn't have a single 
follower in the entire world. Not 
one! 

Article provided by David C. Cook Pub­
lishing Co., 850 N. Grove Ave., Elgin IL 
60120. 
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