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J love you,
0 Lord, my
strength.
The Lord is
my rock, my
fortress and
my deliverer;
my God is my
rock, in whom
1 take refuge.
Psalm 18:1-2

General Conference 1992

life

One morning our daughter Laurel needed a way to
school. Neither of the family cars was available. But it
was a warm, beautiful day
and the distance was less
than three quarters of a mile.
So I offered to walk her to
school. In the same compardonable spirit, she invited
the puppy to come along.
As we walked I held Laurel's hand.
With her other hand she held the dog
on his leash. It was a special time—
Dad, daughter . . . and dog.
Later, Laurel told her mother about
our walk. She described the scene
simply and profoundly. "Daddy had
me, and I had Bubba."
For me, that is a compelling image
of the Christian life. Jesus has us and
we have each other. We are walking
together in relationship, holding one
another close in love.
This Good News permeates the
biblical book of Philippians. In his
repeated use of the word "partnership" the apostle Paul describes this
close, love relationship as the essence
of our life together.
In the original Greek, the word he
uses is koinonia. The basic idea is to
share or to have something in common. It is a word that describes per-

Warren Hoffman is bishop of the Atlantic
Regional Conference of the Brethren in Christ
Church. He and his family live in Elizabethtown, Pa.

Walking
by Warren L. Hoffman

sons who are bonded together as participants in a shared life, as partakers
in a mutual concern, and as partners
in a common purpose.
Paul introduces the word koinonia
in the third sentence of Philippians.
Then he repeats the word four times,
in one form or another, as a recurring
theme of the book to elaborate on
three ways that we are walking
together in the Christian life.
Walking together in grace
First of all, we are walking together in grace. "All of you," the apostle
declares, "share in God's grace with
me" (1:6).
All believers share—the word is
koinonia—in the grace of God. God
"works in [us] to will and to act
according to his good purpose"
(2:13). God works within, first to
make us willing, and then to make us
able, to obey him.
In chapter two Paul identifies the
means of grace. "If you have any . . .
fellowship with the Spirit..." (2:1).
When we receive Jesus Christ into

our lives, we enter into fellowship—
into koinonia—with the Holy Spirit.
The Spirit of God comes into our
lives. He convicts us of sin, stirs our
love for Jesus, and directs us along
the path of obedience. When this is
happening in each of us, we share a
common experience of the grace of
God. We are walking together in
grace.
One of our family's treasured
memories is a brief friendship with
Dora Jesudassen, an East Indian
believer. Dora had traveled to the
United States to visit her son and his
family. At the encouragement of her
daughter-in-law, a Hindu, Dora came
to worship with our Brethren in Christ
congregation.
In our first conversation Dora identified herself as a Christian, a member
of the Church of South India. We
were not sure what the word
"Christian" meant to Dora, though,
until she invited Connie and me to
tea one afternoon. Though her version of English was different from
ours, we listened with rapt attention
as she described the ways God was
Evangelical Visitor

working in her life. To our delight,
she was describing the same earnestness, the same spiritual vigor, the
same commitment to witness and service, and the same supernatural
answers to prayer that we aspire to
experience. As we talked together that
afternoon, we rejoiced in a common
experience of the grace of God.
Despite all the cultural differences
between us, we were walking together in grace.
Partners in suffering
Second, we are walking together
in suffering. More than anything else,
Paul testifies to the Philippians, "I
want to know Christ and the power of
his resurrection and the fellowship of
sharing in his sufferings, becoming
like him in his death . . . " (3:10).
Incredibly, the apostle Paul
yearned to share—again, the word is
koinonia—in Christ's sufferings,
becoming like him in his death. Even
though he knew that the transformation of character is often painful, the
apostle burned with the desire to grow
in grace.
When we share the apostle's passion for personal transformation, we
become partners in suffering. Our values change and, like Paul, we give up
things that were once essential to us
(3:7-9). Our standards change, and
we turn away from old patterns of
thinking, speaking, and living. Our
companionship with Jesus deepens,
and old companions drift away.
It is hard to relinquish old patterns.
It is difficult to overcome sin. Even
more agonizing are the times that our
longing to change is frustrated and
impeded by our weakness.
Again and again, as we grow in
holiness, we share the common experience of suffering. But our comfort is
this: we are all in this together. We are
walking together in suffering.
We suffer at times in a second
sense. For the sake of the gospel we
encounter hardship, deprivation,
ridicule, exclusion, and even martyrdom.
Knowing that the Philippians were
encountering opposition, Paul wrote,
"It has been granted to you on behalf
March 1992
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of Christ not only to believe on him,
but also to suffer for h i m . . . " (1:29).
Most of us encounter opposition to
our faith in some form or another.
Some of us, out of obedience to the
call of Christ, choose to witness and
serve in communities where hardship
and difficulties are inevitable.
Two of my contemporary heroes
are Henry and Martha Miller, who are
living and serving in Bronx, New
York. At the call of the church Henry
and Martha considered, and ultimately accepted, an assignment to pastor
Fellowship Chapel, an inner city congregation. It meant leaving a loving
congregation, a pleasant community,
three grown children and three grandchildren behind in Southern Ohio.
Without any prior experience living and serving in the city, the Millers
moved into a city neighborhood
where emotional suffering is
inevitable and physical suffering is a
constant threat. In obedience to
Christ, Henry and Martha have chosen to walk together in suffering with
the people of the Bronx.
Walking together in giving
and receiving
Third, we are walking together in
giving and receiving. In chapter four,
Paul thanks the Philippians: "Yet it
was good of you to share in my troubles. Moreover, as you Philippians
know, in the early days of your
acquaintance with the gospel, when I
set out from Macedonia, not one
church shared with me in the matter
of giving and receiving, except you
only; for even when I was in
Thessalonica, you sent me aid again
and again when I was in need" (4:1416).
Paul uses the word koinonia twice
in this passage. It was good of you to
"share" in my troubles—the word is
koinonia—when you "shared" with
me—koinonia again—in the matter
of giving and receiving.
When he first went to Philippi,
Paul had served the emerging congregation with his preaching and
teaching. He had been giving; they
had been receiving. Now the apostle
is in prison and the direction of ser-

vice is reversed. The Philippians are
giving and Paul is receiving.
The Philippians were giving to
Paul by praying for him. Paul writes,
"I know that through your prayers
and the help given by the Spirit of
Jesus Christ, what has happened to
me will turn out for my deliverance"
(1:19).
They gave practical assistance in
the person of Epaphroditus, one of
their number who traveled to Rome to
serve Paul. Paul writes, "But I think it
is necessary to send back to you
Epaphroditus . . . your messenger,
whom you sent to take care of my
needs" (2:25-30).
The Philippians also sent financial
contributions to Paul. He writes, "I
have received full payment and even
more; I am amply supplied, now that
I have received from Epaphroditus
the gifts you sent. They are a fragrant
offering, an acceptable sacrifice,
pleasing to God" (4:18).
When we become partners in giving and receiving like Paul and the
Philippians, we share one another's
troubles. Sometimes, when someone
else is hurting, we give. At the times
when we are hurting, we receive. The
flow of love and care goes both ways.
As partners in giving and receiving
we are able to do both, graciously.

In his repeated
use of the word
"partnership,"
the apostle Paul
describes this
close love relationship as the
essence of our
life together.

I have been gratified to observe the
grace of giving and receiving among
several congregations this past year.
The small congregation at Hunlock
Creek has experienced a number of
setbacks. The pastoral family, the
Jantzes, had a series of illnesses.
Danny, a bivocational pastor, was laid
off from his job. For a portion of the
year the congregation, which normally pays the pastor $250 a month for
his service, could only pay the pastor
every other month.
When other pastors in the conference learned of the hardships at
Hunlock Creek, they took a collection among themselves for the
Jantzes—and sent $485 to assist the
family. The Millersville congregation
sent a mission team of young people
to assist with Bible School. The
Skyline View congregation, running
ahead of budget, decided to send
$1,629 in "surplus" money to help
Hunlock Creek. As requests for the
Jantzes were reported in the conference newsletter, intercessors rallied
to pray for the Jantzes.
As a result of this giving and
receiving, the Jantz's financial shortfalls have been met. Pastor Jantz has
been called back to work—and kept
on even while workers with greater
seniority have been laid off. The congregation is encouraged. And all of us
together have experienced the gratification of mutual care. We are walking
together in giving and receiving!
Just as I was walking with Laurel,
holding her hand, Jesus is holding us
close. And as Laurel, in turn, was
holding on to the puppy, we walk
together in partnership. We are walking together in grace. We are walking
together in suffering, as we grow and
serve in obedience to Christ. And we
are walking together in giving and
receiving.
Like the apostle Paul, we can be
thankful for our brothers and sisters in
the church. "I thank my God every
time I remember you. In all my
prayers for all of you, I always pray
with joy because of your partnership
in the gospel from the first day until
now" (1:3-5).
•
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erry awoke Monday morning
with suicide on his mind.
He'd been thinking about it
for two months. Today he was
going to do something about it.
He dressed quickly and, leaving the house unlocked, jumped
into his car.He'd already picked
out the place—the 10-foot concrete wall at the end of Eighth
Street. People will think it's an
accident, he told himself. Brake
failure, they'll say.
Six minutes later he turned
onto Eighth Street. Four blocks
ahead loomed the wall. Tires
squealed and the engine roared as
he flattened the pedal to the floor.
Twenty-five miles per hour . . .
30 . . . 40 . . . 45. Just two blocks
to go.
Then suddenly something
caught the corner of Jerry's eye.

Is your
church
open for
business?
by Ray Bowman with Eddy Hall

His foot came up, eased over to
the brake. Only slowly did it
dawn on Jerry that what he had
seen, what had prompted him to
lift his foot from the pedal, was a
glimpse of the neighborhood
church on Ninth Street where his
wife and girls had attended
before they left him.
A minute later, he turned off
the engine in front of the church
building. Jerry thought, I don't
know if this'll do any good, but I
guess it's worth a try. If it doesn't
help, well, that wall's not going
anywhere.
Jerry tried the front door of the
building. It was locked. He
walked around to the side.
Locked there, too. Another door
at the back of the building didn't
look worth trying. Because of the
car in the parking lot and the light

I

on inside, Jerry tried once more: he
rattled several windows. No response.
"Well, whaddaya know!" He pounded
a window with his fist. "Not open for
business."
As he walked back toward the
front of the building, he noticed the
church sign. "I suppose I could at
least call the pastor." But when he got
to the sign, there was no phone number, and where the pastor's name
belonged, he found only the shadow
left by the now-removed plastic letters of some former pastor's name.
With an oath, Jerry kicked the sign.
Back in his car, he turned the key,
shifted into reverse, and backed into
the road. As he pulled away from the
church, his car headed for Eighth
Street.

W

hile this story is fictional,
the situation it illustrates is
not. It's not uncommon for
someone seeking the church's ministry at a time other than the church's
regular worship services to find it
"not open for business."
Take, for example, a church in the
Northeast that asked me to help them
develop a facilities plan. To reach the
church secretary's office, I had to
enter the front door, pass through the
auditorium, climb stairs, go through a
balcony, and finally open the door
into the bell tower. The other offices
were equally well-hidden. The pastor's office was in the far corner of the
sanctuary off the platform. The youth
pastor's office was in a windowless
room off a dimly lit basement hallway. None of the offices were identified.
The front door was kept locked
even during office hours. When
someone pushed the door buzzer, if
the secretary was in—which was less
than half the time, and not on any particular schedule—she would come
down from the bell tower and open
the door. Otherwise, a person seeking help might never get in, even if
the pastors were there.
Not being open for business
doesn't necessarily mean, then, that
no one is staffing the church office. It
may mean, for example, that the door
is locked during office hours. Or that

the church office entrance is not clearly marked. Or that no emergency telephone number is posted.
Fortunately, more and more
churches today are consciously working at being "open for business"
seven days a week. How "open for
business" is your church? These 20
yes-no questions can help you find
out.
(1) Do you have an outdoor sign
directing people to the church office?
(2) Is the door leading to the office
always unlocked during office hours?
(3) Once a person enters the building, is it obvious how to find the
offices?
(4) Is the hallway leading to the
office well-lighted?
(5) Is your church office open regular hours?
(6) Are your office hours posted?
(7) Is the pastor normally available
specific hours during the week?
(8) Do you have a comfortable
waiting area for visitors to your
church office?
(9) Does the person who answers
your phone and receives your visitors, whether paid or volunteer, make
each caller and visitor feel like an
important person, not an interruption?
(10) Has the person who answers
your phone and receives visitors,
whether paid or volunteer, been
trained to make referrals in crisis,
whether the need is physical, emotional or spiritual?
(11) a. Does your church have a
yellow pages listing?
b. If so, does it include a map that
shows where the church building is?
c. Does it list your office hours?
(12) Are the pastors' names on the
church sign?
(13) Is a 24-hour emergency telephone number posted?
(14) Does the church phone have
an answering service or answering
machine that gives after-hours callers
a number for emergencies?
(15) Do those who cannot attend
Sunday services because of work
have an opportunity to attend a worship service at an alternative time?
(16) Do you offer more than one
kind of worship to minister to different segments of your community?

(17) Do you have small groups
intentionally structured to incorporate
new people?
(18) Do you run a weekly ad in the
church section of your local newspaper?
(19) Do you place small but significant advertising in other sections
of your local newspaper that tell
about specialized ministries of your
church (for example, a divorce support group)? Or do you advertise on
TV or on radio stations other than
Christian stations?
(20) Are the foyers of your building designed so people outside can
see people inside, and so see when
you are "open for business"?

N

ow, count your "yes" responses to these 20 questions.
Include "yes" responses to
l i b and l i e as bonus points. If your
church's score is . . .
15-20—Your "OPEN" sign is shining bright!
10-15—You're usually open, but
have room to improve.
6-10—Anyone determined enough
can probably find you—eventually.
0-5—Your church may be your
town's best kept secret.
The inventory is designed to measure how open for business your
church is in three situations:
Questions 1 through 10 reflect how
available you are to a person not wellacquainted with your church who
comes to the office seeking help.
Questions 9 through 14 indicate
how well-prepared you are to respond
to someone trying to reach you by
telephone, particularly in a crisis.
Questions 15 through 20 suggest
how much effort your church is making beyond the usual worship services
to reach out to people who might
attend public meetings.
Notice where most of your "yes"
and "no" answers fall. To which of
these three groups of people are you
most available? Which are you least
prepared to serve? Which "no"
responses point to ways your church
could become more open for business?
It was because they wanted to correct problems like these that the
Evangelical Visitor

church in the Northeast asked me to
suggest some alternatives. After
reviewing their facility needs, they
converted the parsonage next door to
the church building into an administrative center with offices for the secretary and pastors. They installed a
handicap ramp, put up a church office
sign, posted office hours, and hired a
full-time secretary/receptionist.
A few months later the secretary
told me, "I'm amazed at how many
people—both church people and nonchurch people—come through this
door, people who never came by
before. They come to get counseling,
to request information, to share needs.
I'm thrilled to get to serve all these
people." The pastor confirmed her
report.
What was the difference? They
were open for business.
Imagine you're on a business trip.
Because you're eager to reach your
motel, you drive straight through.
After finally arriving at 9 p.m., you
check into your room and walk to the
restaurant next door for your longoverdue dinner. The parking lot holds
a single car and the dining room is
dark. As you reach the door, the manager is leaving. "Can I help you?" he
asks.
"I'm hungry," you explain. "I've
come to eat."
"Oh, I'm sorry," he says. "Our
restaurant is only open Sundays and
Wednesday evenings. Come back
then and I'll be glad to feed you."
The church, of course, must feed
people not just during two or three
publicized time slots each week, but
any time they're hungry. When your
church is available to feed hungry
people seven days a week, 24 hours a
day—then you're open for business.

Ray Bowman ofMcCall, Idaho, is a consultant to help churches grow through coordinated planning of ministries, finances and
facilities. His article, "When not to build,"
appeared in our August 1991 issue. Eddy Hall
is a free-lance writer from Goessel, Kan., and
an occasional contributor to the Visitor. This
article is adapted from When Not to Build:
An Architect's Unconventional Wisdom for
the Growing Church, to be published by
Baker Book House in late 1992.
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Is your
nmmmi
everyone:

by Marilyn Phemister

Many of the churches in our community would not welcome me to
their services. You see, I have a physical disability. My last visit to one of
these churches ended painfully on the
steps outside as my knees buckled
and I fell against my walker. The
effect was the same as a hard blow to
the midsection. Only my husband's
hands steadying my walker kept me
from flying face-first onto the concrete below. I knew then that I could
not attend that church again. The
smiles and handshakes I had received
inside could not wipe out the hostility built into the cold stone of the steps
on the outside. Each one spoke as
clearly as an unwelcome mat.
For people who must use walking
aids or wheelchairs, steps on a church
loom up like the walls of Jericho,
built to keep them out. Of course no
one planned it that way. Someone
simply forgot about disabled people

and older people and sick people. The
steps were never intended to keep
people out. But they do keep them
out, as effectively as a high wall with
a bolted gate.
One in every 10 Americans has a
physical disability. In a community
of 500, 16 use walking aids, and two
more depend on wheelchairs. Most
of these people will feel unwelcomed
by a flight of stairs.
A few strong arms will usually
turn up to push, pull, or carry disabled
people up the steps. This will get
them in. But it comes as an
afterthought. It will not cancel the
"unwelcome" message of the steps.
A chair lift is a noble gesture, but a
less-than-adequate solution, making
no provision for people in
wheelchairs, or those having difficulty getting in or out of a chair. The
most obvious solution short of an elecontinued on page 9

As a Sunday school outreach director, I employed
an effective procedure to
reach inactive and unchurched children in our
community. We simply followed our current students'
natural webs of family and
friends to build our Sunday
school. After three years of
consistently applying these
methods, our weekly attendance had doubled.
Here are some simple
steps you can follow to do
the same thing:

How to
grow a
Sunday
school
by Marilyn D. Brenden

• Appoint a person who
is not a Sunday school
teacher to collect information from each visitor.
Choose a person who can
arrive 15 minutes early
each week.
This outreach person
should talk to each visitor,
preferably before the class begins,
or keep the visitor and host student
after class for just a minute. On an
index card, record the name,
address, telephone number, date of
visit, and the names of the visitor's
parents or guardians. Ask for the
names of brothers and sisters, and
inquire if the young person attends
another church. Transfer this information into the church computer if
you have one. (If not, a file box
will maintain the records just as
well.) Use only one file card per
family, listing all of the children on
it.
• If the visitor is not involved in
another church, write a follow-up
postcard and mail it to the child the
same day. We sent picture postcards featuring colorful religious
cartoons and wrote the simple message, "We enjoyed having you visit
at Sunday school. Come again and
bring a friend." The cards were
signed "Your Friends At Trinity
Church," and were always

addressed to the child rather than
his or her parents.
• Make a duplicate file card for
each visitor and give it to the minister or the head of your calling
committee on the same day. You'll
need to work out a procedure
regarding how he or she wants to
receive the cards since Sunday
mornings are typically a busy time.
This immediate sharing of information enables the minister or calling committee to learn quickly of
the child's involvement and allows
the person to include the family in
designated times for phone calls or
home visits this week.
• Send follow-up postcards for
at least the first three Sundays the
child attends. If the attendance of
the child is sporadic, send a follow-up postcard every time the
child attends, varying the message
each time but always including the
reminder to bring a friend.
• Do not send "We Missed
You" cards to absent children. Such
cards, rather than encouraging the
unchurched child to return, often
have just the opposite effect. When
concerned about absent children, it
is better to make a friendly visit to
the home. Don't go with the goal of
inviting the child to Sunday school,
but simply seek to become better
acquainted with the family.
• Treat your file box or computer records as a precious
resource. Do not allow cards to be
taken out of the box or fail to enter
any visitor's data into the computer.
• Your files should include a
complete record of all possible
Sunday school students, including
the inactive ones, as well as all visitors from the past several years.
• "Work" your Sunday school
file. Each time you hold special
events for children such as parties,
outings, or Vacation Bible School,
invite prospects to participate by
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Is your church for
everyone?
continued from page 7

means of postcards, phone calls,
or visits. Encourage current students to bring friends or relatives
to these events.
• Designate a person to collect information from each of the
visitors at the event, and see that
the minister gets a copy of these
cards, too. Send follow-up postcards to all of the visitors who
are not church members elsewhere. (We were very scrupulous
about not engaging in "sheep
stealing," believing that the practice contributes neither to the
growth of the child nor to the
body of Christ.)
• After three visits by the
child to Sunday school or church
events, ask the church secretary
to add the family to the church
mailing list. This step is very
important because you want to
start informing the family about
the church. Note "mailing list"
on your computer records or file
card when this has been done.
• As you continue to reach
out, always remember that the
goal is to get entire families
involved. It is especially important to build social and spiritual
bonds with the parents or
guardians so that the children do
not drift away after a time
because of lack of family
involvement or support.
Our Lord said, "Let the children come to me and do not stop
them, because the Kingdom of
heaven belongs to such as these"
(Matthew 19:14 TEV). By applying these methods, you, too, can
have a positive impact in introducing more young people to the
world's greatest lover of children.
Marilyn D. Brenden is consultant editor of the Caring For Inactive Members:
How To Make God's House A Home
curriculum written by Dr. Kenneth C.
Haugk, executive director of Stephen
Ministries, St. Louis, Missouri.
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vator is a ramp—12 inches of ramp
for each inch of height. With
handrails, this says "welcome" just
as surely as the steps said "unwelcome."
Maybe your church already has a
ramp or had no steps to begin with.
That's a point in your favor. But don't
congratulate yourself yet. There are
many kinds of unwelcome mats for
disabled people. Most churches have
a few more inside.
Imagine struggling up the ramp
with a pair of crutches, only to find
the church door shut. You need both
hands on your crutches to stand up,
and the door is too heavy for you to
open anyway. That's a good-sized
unwelcome mat. Then someone
comes along and opens the door for
you. Nice. But inside, you find out
you can't keep your footing on the
beautifully waxed floor. It is such a
frightening experience, you promise
yourself never to return.
Now imagine going up the ramp
in a wheelchair. You have help this
time, and everything is fine until you
decide you need to use the restroom.
You ask where it is, and learn it is
down a flight of stairs in the basement. Or perhaps it is right there by
the entrance. But the restroom door is
about two feet wide—and you need
36 inches to get your wheelchair
through.
A ramp, an open door, non-skid
flooring, and wide restroom doors all
say "welcome" to disabled people.
But wheelchair users need one more
welcome mat. It costs nothing, but is
almost never provided.
For some people, a wheelchair is a
necessary part of life. It gives them
mobility and freedom. But it won't
fit into a church pew. The person in a
wheelchair almost always ends up sitting in the aisle. And sitting in the
aisle of a church feels about the same
as sitting on a tall stool and wearing a
dunce cap.
People in wheelchairs don't want
to be mascots on display, or observers
from the sidelines. They want to be

part of the congregation, participating in the worship. For this, they need
to sit with the congregation, not in
the aisle. A row of folding chairs in
the back of the church will solve this
problem. The wheelchair user can sit
away from the aisle, with friends or
relatives on either side.
Add space for wheelchairs in the
sanctuary to your wide restroom
doors, non-skid floors, and ramps,
and you have put out some big welcome mats for the disabled. But you
will still find some sheep missing
from the fold.
Some people cannot leave home
without assistance. They will never
see your welcome mats unless someone offers the muscle power to help
them get to the church. But they
won't ask for it. No one wants to feel
like a burden to other people. When
you bring these people to church,
your church will rank high in welcome mats. But don't quit yet. When
you went after the disabled who were
shut-ins, you had to pass up those
confined to their beds. These people
are still missing, along with people
not physically disabled, but mentally
or socially disabled and confined in
institutions.
The true church of Christ is not the
building, but the people. If you can't
bring the people to the church, you
can take the church to the people. One
or two members can visit those who
are confined and spend some time
with them. They can sit with them
while they listen to a recording of the
church service. They can talk to them,
and pray with them. They can be the
church together.
You may think of other ways to
welcome disabled people to your
church, and you may think of other
groups of people needing a special
welcome. It will take time and
effort—and sometimes money. But
one day Jesus will say, "Whatever
you did for one of the least of these
brothers of mine, you did for me"
(Matthew 25:40). When you put out
your welcome mats for everyone, you
welcome the Lord.
•
Marilyn Phemister is a free-lance writer
living in Lamed, Kansas.

Tfe Inward

Loofi
.by David L. Hall

A

"hot" topic often is brewing
somewhere in any church, at
least with a few of the people. Human nature guarantees that if a
group of people gathers for very long,
there will be a difference of opinion.
That is no less true in a church. If
anything, it is likely to be worse
because we expect so much more of
one another in the church.
What, above all else, should we
expect? We need to bring faith and
life together. Our faith tells us the
church is a place of love and support.
Real life tells us the church is sometimes no different from any other
frustrating situation. What is the
"right" answer when we have different opinions?
I hope you aren't surprised when I
say there is no one right answer. Our
opinions on social issues and current
events is not what unites us. We can
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have all kinds of diversity on all kinds
of subjects and issues as long as we
remember this: Our reason for being
here is our commitment to Jesus
Christ.
I want to remind and encourage
you to hold tightly to what we are
about as a church. There is a place
for our particular interests on a secondary level. We need special interest
groups in the church. We need some
people, for example, committed to
community service and others to a
worldwide focus. Still others concern
themselves with things right here in
the church. But those things are not
what we are about. They are responses to and applications of what we are
about. Our one focus, if we are truly a
church, is Jesus Christ—to represent
him, to serve him, and to grow to be
like him. Anything else is secondary.
It's so easy for us to concentrate

on the secondary issues in church life
(because they seem more practical
and are certainly more visible) and
lose sight of the one thing that should
shape our identity as Christians in a
church. Yes, there is a place for
diverse expressions of our Christian
faith, but we must remember they are
just that—expressions of our faith.
Our identity is not restricted to our
expressions.
In trying to describe our identity
we say we are a gathering of people
who have individually committed
ourselves to Jesus Christ as Savior
and Lord. That's what a "believers
church" is. Practically speaking, people should be recognized as members
of the church body only if there is a
personal commitment to Jesus Christ.
The church is not a social club; it is a
visible local expression of people
who are committed to and living for
Jesus Christ.
Evangelical Visitor

So, what happens when this group
of people who are committed to Jesus
comes together on a Sunday morning? As we considered last month, we
worship. (See the February 1992
issue.) Worship is not just something
we do on Sunday mornings together,
although that is a very important part
of our times together. Worship is
something we individually offer to
God every day as we own him as our
Sovereign Lord and serve him.
It is in the serving that we can so
easily get caught up in our own pet
projects. I have my understanding of
what it means to serve God, and you
have yours. What do we do if they
are not the same? (And of course they
won't be.) Do we act small and think
our way is the only way? Or can we
see that God is a big God, his kingdom is a big kingdom, and there is a
need for all kinds of service? Is the
church a place where people are united because they worship and serve in
the same ways, or does our commonality exist because we have the same
Lord?
I hope I do not need to build an
elaborate case to prove the latter. The
Scripture says there is one Lord, but
many ways of serving him. We need
each other. Not all of us can be musicians. Not all of us will be interested
in relating to the community the same
way. We each have a part to play in
serving the same Lord. We are told to
use our part for the good of the whole
church. That is called edification.

P

ractically speaking, edification
is the goal of many things we
do each week—the sermon (at
least in a believers church), Christian
education programs, informal Bible
studies, carry-in dinners, retreats, and
softball games. Edification can even
happen in the church parking lot or
the supermarket.
When Paul wrote his first letter to
the Corinthian church he dealt at
length with what they did when they
assembled in their church gatherings.
He talked about situations where
someone might share a psalm or give
a teaching or have a special word
from God. The general context in
which he placed all these things was
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this concept of edification. The
NASB even translates Paul's conclusion like this: "Let all things be done
for edification" (14:26b).
Let me ask you this question. Is
that why you assemble with other
Christians? If it is, that means that
you come to church not only with a
heart set on worshiping God, but also
with a heart ready to receive from
God and from other Christians. It
means you come ready to give to
other members of the body as there is
need.
What are those needs? One way to
see how edification happens through
Christians who assemble together is
to look at the "one another" passages.
(See sidebar.) Did it occur to you that
many, if not most, of these admonitions can be carried out in the normal
day-to-day and Sunday-by-Sunday
things we do? To truly be the church
we are only required to believe, and
to be committed to obedience. We do
not need the largest congregation, the
nicest building, or the greatest musical program, although those things
can surely add to the intensity of worship. But for edification to function,
all we need to do is to take the Bible
and one another seriously.
Can you imagine what could happen in our lives if we allowed the
Holy Spirit to make those biblical
exhortations true in our lives? What
would happen if we did not lie to each
other? You may say, "I never he about
people in the church." How about
ourselves? Aren't we telling a lie if
we come Sunday after Sunday and
always act as if everything in our lives
is together and our personal sainthood
is well preserved? How about those
weeks when we know we've been
disobedient to the Lord, but on the
outside we act as if our spirituality is
on an even keel? Let me confess that
the pressure to always be that way is
intense on a minister. I'm always to
be ready "in season, out of season" as
Paul wrote to Timothy, but it's not
always that way.
Perhaps it would be easier for us
always to be honest if we were
assured that everyone would obey the
even harder injunction, "Love one
11

"Out Anotficrs "
Romans 12:10

Be devoted to one another.
Give preference to one another.

Romans 12:16

Be of the same mind toward one another.

Romans 13:8

Love one another.

Romans 14:13

Let us not judge one another.

Romans 14:19

Pursue the things which make for peace for
the building up of one another.

Romans 15:5

Be of the same mind with one another.

Romans 15:7

Accept one another.

Romans 15:14

Admonish one another.

1 Corinthians 12:25

Care for one another.

Galatians5:13

Serve one another.

Galatians 6:2

Bear one another's burdens.

Ephesians 4:1-2

Show forbearance to one another.

Ephesians 4:32

Be kind to one another.

Ephesians 5:18-21

Speak to one another in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs. Be subject to one another.

Colossians 3:9

Do not lie to one another.

Colossians 3:12-13

Forgive each other.

Colossians 3:16

Teach and admonish one another.

1 Thessalonians 3:12

Increase and abound in love for one another.

1 Thessalonians 4:18

Comfort one another.

Hebrews 3:13

Encourage one another.

Hebrews 10:23-25

Stimulate one another to love and good deeds.

James 4:11

Do not speak against one another.

James 5:9

Don't complain against one another.

James 5:16

Confess your sins to one another. Pray for one
another.

1 Peter 1:22

Love one another.

1 Peter 4:9

Be hospitable to one another.

1 Peter 5:5

Clothe yourselves with humility toward one
another.

1 John 3:11; 3:23; 4:7
4:11; 4:12; 2 John 5 Love one another.
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another." That encompassing exhortation would take care of some of the
others: being kind, forgiving, praying, not judging, accepting, giving
preference, and the list goes on.
We must be careful, however,
because we could see these things,
instead of our relationship to Jesus, as
being primary. We can lose perspective and get frustrated. Then church
becomes a place where one person is
pitted against another, rather than a
place of nurture.
Instead of allowing strife to happen, let's keep the big picture of edification. One overwhelming thing that
captures the essence of edification is
helping each other be like Jesus. God
has given us to each other to provide
help and encouragement for that glorious calling of being like Jesus. That
is why we were created, to be filled
with and to model the character of
God. Jesus did that perfectly.
When we give ourselves to edification as we meet for church, we are
allowing a process to take place. This
process will bring us closer to being
the kind of people who can wear the
name of Jesus and bring him honor.
Whether we meet together on
Sundays, or in homes at meal together, or in the church parking lot, or at
the supermarket, we are called to be a
people committed to one another in
such a way that we grow in our
understanding and obedience of being
like our Lord.
Are you committed to edification?
If you are, you will see the church in
a way that goes beyond your own
interests. It will mean saying "I'm
sorry" sometimes when your zeal for
a good thing takes you beyond the
spirit and character of Jesus. It will
mean understanding that being like
Jesus in the way we treat each other is
more important than any other secondary issue which might come up.

David Hall is senior pastor of the
Elizabethtown, Pa., congregation. This article, adapted from a sermon delivered Sept.
15, 1991, is the second in a three-part series.
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MCC STUDY TOUR REFLECTIONS
One of the "women of La Cabeza " sits with her child. With proper nutrition and health care, this child need not become one of the child mortality statistics in Bolivia.

Suffering,
perseverance,
character, and
hope
by Harriet Bicksler

For two weeks in November, I
traveled and studied in Bolivia and
Brazil with eight other members of
the Mennonite Central Committee
constituency. This was the first time I
had been south of the equator since
my family returned from Brethren in
Christ missions in Zambia and Zimbabwe 30 years ago. In some ways, it
was a trip down memory lane: Bolivia is at the same latitude as Zambia
and Zimbabwe, and so there were
similarities in fruit and foliage. I
enjoyed the familiar tastes and
smells—the passion fruit, guava,
hibiscus, bougainvillea, frangipani,
mangos, papaya. The MCC compounds in Bolivia also reminded me
of mission compounds in Africa.
But I wasn't on this trip to relive
my childhood; rather, I went to learn
about another part of the world and
about MCC's work in Bolivia and
Brazil. MCC sponsors study tours for
constituents on a regular basis, but
this was the first one to Bolivia and
Brazil. The volunteers put together
an itinerary of experiences designed
to give us a thorough overview of the
reality of life in those two countries
and the work that MCC does "in the
name of Christ." (Translation: we had
an exhausting schedule!)
Ringing in my ears as I began the
tour was a comment I heard many
years ago from a returned missionary
(my father) who was frustrated with
people who visit the mission field for
a week or two and then come home as
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experts. So I want to say at the beginning that I am not an expert on Bolivia and Brazil; not only was I not there
long enough to see and experience
everything, but the issues in those two
countries are far too complex to
understand fully in a short time. I did,
however, come away with impressions, as well as with people's faces
and their stories indelibly marked in
my memory. I'd like to share a few of
those impressions and stories.
Surface impressions

1. As I said, the issues and problems are complex. Solving the cocaine problem in the United States,
for example, might mean cutting off
(without a viable substitute) the livelihood of poor people in Bolivia who
grow the coca from which cocaine is
made.
2. Contrary to the popular stereotype of the lazy Latino, the people
work extremely hard, often with minimal returns on their labor.
3. Many issues confronting poor
people in Bolivia and Brazil have parallels in North America. For example, women in South America also
face violence at home, and they often
bear a disproportionate responsibility
for supporting the family. The gap
between the rich and the poor is cavernous; in Brazil, 79 percent live in
absolute poverty, while the wealthiest
10 percent of the population owns 50
percent of the GNP.
4. MCC's work complements mis-

sions, and needs to work hand in hand
with evangelical missions so that all
human needs (physical, social, and
spiritual) are addressed.
5. MCC volunteers are special people; I was impressed with the quality
of these dedicated individuals and
families. I was also surprised at how
many are not members of MCC constituent denominations, but come
from Lutheran, Reformed, Presbyterian, and other backgrounds. While
it speaks highly of MCC's reputation
to have volunteers from other traditions, I'd like to see more Brethren
in Christ volunteers to MCC.
One day, during one of our periodic devotional times as a study group,
one member shared from Romans 5:
"We also rejoice in our sufferings,
because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance,
character; and character, hope. And
hope does not disappoint us, because
God has poured out his love into our
hearts" (vv. 3-5). In Bolivia and
Brazil, we saw all of that: suffering,
perseverance, character, and hope.
Suffering

From the child beggars on the
square of Santa Cruz, Bolivia, to the
women washing their clothes beside a
stream filled with garbage and
sewage in a slum in Recife, Brazil,
to a family of eight living in a dark,
dirty house down a hidden alleyway
in Belo Jardim, Brazil, people are suffering. The statistics in Bolivia point
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MCC-er Marvin Koop stands in one of the
housing foundations in Belo Jardim, Brazil,
on which Nestor and his family hope to build
a home one day.

to real people suffering enormous
personal losses on a regular basis: the
infant mortality rate is 132 per 1,000
births (the highest rate in Latin
America), and the mortality rate for
children under five is 280 per 1,000
because of diarrhea, chronic respiratory diseases, and serious malnutrition. One third of all children don't go
to school so the illiteracy rate of 19
percent will likely increase. Bolivia
also has all the conditions for the
cholera epidemic that has hit other
Latin American countries; for example, 70 percent don't have access to
potable water.
One of my most haunting memories from the trip is of Nestor, a husband and father of eight in Belo
Jardim, Brazil (about three hours
inland from Recife) whose main
source of income is a free-lance
wheelbarrow delivery business.
When we visited him and his family
late one morning, he had just returned
from work down at the market—all
he had to show for his hours of labor
was less than $1.00. As we talked
with the family—standing outside in
their backyard because it was so dark
and dirty inside and we were afraid to
sit down—I was overwhelmed by the
hopelessness of the situation.
Here was a large family, none of
the children was attending school
(which suggested little hope for the
future), the youngest child looked
unhealthy (he had that glazed, dull
look characterizing malnourished
children), and, worst of all, there were
flies swarming all around. To me,
these flies symbolized the suffering
and hopelessness of that family. I
wanted very badly to take pictures to
show people back home what
Nestor's family's life was like, but I
just couldn't because it seemed crass
and exploitive. So all I have from that
visit are mental images of flies and
darkness and dirt.
Perseverance

Yet Nestor perseveres; the family
is trying to save enough money to
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build a house on a foundation that
MCC provides in a housing project
on the edge of town. While we wondered how they would ever be able to
scrape together enough money, he
smiled broadly as he talked about
their plans for their new home.
A number of miles from Belo
Jardim, another large family lives out
in the country on a small plot of land.
Sebastian and his wife had 22 children in 24 years of marriage (a feat of
perseverance in itself!), but only
eleven survived. In the years that
MCC has had agricultural volunteers
in the area, Sebastian has used practically every sustainable agriculture
technique MCC has proposed—water
cistern, hillside farming, crop rotation and intermingling, goats, bees,
rabbits, etc. And he's been successful
too, managing to be relatively productive on his small farm on the
fringes of the farms of wealthy large
landowners.
Following Sebastian around his
farm as he enthusiastically showed us
all the little projects he has going was
exciting and encouraging. I especially enjoyed watching him interact with
Betty, the MCC volunteer in her third
term, who has persevered alongside
him and others as they've worked to
make the best use of the few
resources they have.
Character

The most physically strenuous
days of the trip took part of the group
about 120 miles out of Santa Cruz,
Bolivia, to El Carmen, a small town

in the campo where MCC has several volunteers. Heavy rain and muddy
roads delayed our going, but eventually we set out in the MCC jeep; the
farther we went, the worse the roads
got. When we were within about eight
miles, we could go no farther, and so,
in the intense midafternoon heat and
humidity, we walked the rest of the
way. (Well, I hitched a motorcycle
ride with a complete stranger who
spoke no English for the last couple
miles!)
The next morning, two of us along
with Sue Ellen, the MCC-er, set out
on bicycles for La Cabeza, an even
smaller village about six miles away.
Again, it was hot and the ride seemed
interminable. In La Cabeza we spent
several hours preparing lunch with a
women's cooperative. These seven
women—mothers and grandmothers—till their own fields of rice and
beans with no help from the men of
the village. Although beans are not a
staple in the Bolivian diet, MCC has
been teaching people how to grow
and cook them because they are a
cheaper source of protein than meat.
It's hard for me to explain the
impact of those few hours with the j
women and children of La Cabeza.
The contrast between their lives and
urine is great, and by most standards
of measurement, my life is better.
When I told them that one of the reasons I have only two children is
because the cost of living is so high in
the United States, they didn't really
understand because from their perspective, their cost of living is high
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too. (One grandmother spent a
long time studying and caressing
a wallet-size portrait I had
brought along of my 18-year-old
daughter—to her, my daughter
looked like a movie star.) While it
is certainly true that when you
compare my access to food,
clothing, housing, and health care
with theirs, my life is much better,
I left their village feeling that they
have a strength of character I
don't have. When we left they
thanked us profusely for coming,
but really I was the one who
needed to thank them for opening themselves to me and allowing me to share their lives, however briefly.
Another six-mile bike ride took us
back to town, and the next morning
we returned to Santa Cruz—using a
different route to avoid muddy, possibly impassable roads. Unfortunately, this route took us over hours of
extremely rough modified washboard
roads. But even the rough ride
couldn't erase the memory of those
women in La Cabeza who were
strengthened rather than diminished
by the hard work they did and the
harsh conditions under which they
lived.
Hope

When low governmental priority
is given to equal education for all,
and not many children are able or
encouraged to attend school, there
seems to be little hope for the future.
When 20,000 children live on the
streets of Recife, some of them brutally murdered (supposedly as a "public service") by the Death Squads, it's
easy to feel hopeless. And when
MCC volunteers living among the
poor in the favelas are physically
threatened because of their presence,
one wonders whether what they're
doing makes any difference at all.
Sometimes the conditions we saw
were so horrible that despair was an
easy response.
Yet there are reasons to hope—little reasons, maybe, but nonetheless
encouraging. Had we only visited
Nestor's family in Belo Jardim, I
would have been extremely discouraged, but that afternoon we also visMarch 1992

Mert Brubaker and the author (right)
walk the muddy road to El Carmen, rural
Bolivia.

ited three other families who were
able to build their own homes on the
foundations MCC provides. Marvin,
the MCC-er who accompanied us on
these visits, told us that in one case,
their previous living conditions had
been just as bad as Nestor's. Now
here they were in their new house,
with a backyard and flowers, vegetables and fruit trees. Another elderly
woman delighted us with her pride in
her home; she called it a "paradise"
and thanked God for her good fortune in being able to build it herself—
slanted floors, pilfered electricity, and
all.
Then there was Secorro, a woman
actively working to improve conditions in Recife favelas. She described
to us the "war" going on in Brazil,
warning that every three minutes
someone is murdered. She told us that
she feels marginalized and is often
threatened because she speaks out
against the structures that keep poor
people down. However, when someone else said that he had very little
hope for the future, she interrupted,
"But we have to have hope! I have
faith that things will get better."
Seeing the determined look on her
face, I couldn't help feeling that she
was right.
Suffering, perseverance, character,
hope—and hope does not disappoint
us, because God has poured out his
love in our hearts. Sometimes it was
difficult to see God's love at work
because things seemed so dismal, but

God is indeed at work through
MCC and the dedicated volunteers who stand alongside these
people in their struggle against
poverty and injustice. God is also
at work through other people of
faith in Bolivia and Brazil. The
day before we left Brazil to come
home, Robson Cavalcanti,
Professor of Political Science at
the Federal University in Recife
and a committed Christian, eloquently spoke to us about the
state of affairs in Brazil. In addition to confirming what we had
already observed—that Recife is
"first among the miserable"—he went
on to say that no social movement to
improve conditions will be successful
without the church. He also noted that
loss of faith is stronger among nonreligious people and that Christians
have a broader vision of hope because
they have a broader view of history.
Bolivia and Brazil need the Christian
Church.
God's love is also at work through
us at home in North America. It's not
always easy to see the connections
between our lives here and their lives
in Bolivia and Brazil—the differences
are so vast. But we do know that
when we give to MCC or when our
best people volunteer terms of service with MCC, or even when we
choose to live more simply so that
our resources are available to those
who have less, we are connecting
with Nestor, Sebastian, the women of
La Cabeza and Secorro, and we are
helping to make their lives better. I
am grateful for this opportunity to see
what life is like for the poor in Bolivia
and Brazil, and I am grateful that as
part of the MCC family, I have a
small role in helping to share God's
love with them.
•

Harriet Bicksler is Program Director for
the Board for Brotherhood Concerns and a
member-at-large of the board of MCC U.S.
She is willing to speak and show slides about
her trip in churches within easy driving distance of Harrisburg, Pa.
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Brethren in Christ in Honduras

Breakthrough
by A. Graybill Brubaker
The house was quite large by local
standards. Its tile roof was supported by
huge rough timbers. The area on which it
stood was large and surrounded with a
low stone wall. An old tree stood by the
house, a full three feet of its roots
exposed by decades of endless sweeping
of the courtyard. Several stone steps led
up to a wide veranda with a few rustic
chairs and an inevitable hammock.
Entering the hand-cut door one found
himself in a large room with several
smaller ones off to the right. On the left
there were steps leading down to a large
kitchen. It contained a purpose-made
table hand carved from a single trunk. It
was shaped so that any liquid would find
its way to a small hole drilled through
near the one end. The other end of the
kitchen held a buildup of earth which
served as a stove. Between that and the
table there was a very smooth grinding
stone where corn could be rolled to a
smooth paste for making tortillas.
The house was filled with excited
women preparing for the "big meeting."
The new church building on the rock
ledge overlooking the valley was going to
be opened this night. The intense activity
of the last three weeks had made all of
this possible. The men were gathered in
small groups talking of many things, but
especially of the successful effort in
building a church for the coming meeting.
One man dominated the scene. He was a
big man, clearly the master of the place.
But he was a quiet one. The excited one
doing most of the talking was his son.
He spoke with enthusiasm of the fruition
of his dreams. One by one he introduced
his sisters. Each time he said with great
joy, "She is a believer." Several of his
brothers were introduced in the same
Graybill Brubaker is Director of Overseas
Ministries for Brethren in Christ World
Missions, and took the picture of Desiderio
Herrera, above.
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way. His greatest
pride was his
mother. A more
dynamic woman
could not likely
be found. She
spoke with wit
and animation. It was clear that, as her
husband was king in this village, she was
the queen.
It was now time for the son to introduce "the king." "This is my father. He is
not a believer yet, but he is thinking." It
was all he could say. The son was Jose'
Le6n Herrera, church planter extraordinary in Honduras.
There was quite a procession along
the narrow mountain road. In places it
was literally cut out of the rock high
above the valley. It led from the village of
El Capulin through the village of Piedra
Campana to the wide, flat ledge on which
the new church now stood. As the people
gathered, the church quickly filled. Long
after it had been filled by all normal standards, people kept crowding in. When
the service was to begin, people were
standing chest to back and shoulder to
shoulder till there was room for no more.
A look to the two doors and all of the
windows revealed more people from edge
to edge, at least four deep.
The service began with the music for
which the area is famous. An instrumental combo was led by an enormous handmade bass fiddle, supported by three guitars and two accordions. The congregation sang; many special groups sang. It
was clear that all were not merely enjoying themselves, but also that they were
expressing intense and new-found joy.
When the time came for the sermon, the
message was from the simplest statement
of the gospel in the Bible, John 3:16.
Who is this God? What did he do? What
does that mean for you today?
An invitation was given for those who
would accept this gift of eternal life. Two

men came forward and declared themselves. The invitation was extended.
Down in the front of the platform on the
left were many of those who had walked
from El Capulin. The big man began to
push his way through. As the extended
family recognized "the king," their joy
was too much to contain. The clasping
of hands turned to a gende clapping as the
big man mounted the platform and
offered himself, in repentance to God and
by faith prayed the sinners prayer and
received the Lord Jesus Christ as his
Savior. The people sang a song of acceptance and then the man gave this testimony:
Since I have come to know Jesus I am
very, very happy. I know that God would
have me share the good things he has
done in my life. I was lost and in darkness. All sorts of terrible things were in
my life. Let me tell all of you here in
Piedra Campana that God has done wonderful things for me. He can help all of
you as well. Turn to him. Give him your
lives. He will change your lives as he
changed mine.
The following day "the king,"
Desiderio, traveled far into the pine
forested uplands and down into a bowlshaped valley to give his testimony again
to the church at San Antonia de Flores.
Sometime later Desiderio said to Jose,
"You need a car to visit all of the churches that have been planted." Jos6 protested,
"I have my children to feed and educate.
I do not have money to buy a car."
Desiderio said, "You find a good car.
Take no thought for how it looks, but be
sure that it has a good engine. I will buy
it for you." And he did.
•
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od aP work In our world
Trip to Chaparalito
Sherry Holland—Caracas, Venezuela
Two young teenage boys jubilantly
squeezed onoto berries between their
fingers and spread the red paste evenly
all over Mike's face. This was our first
contact with a family community of
Pume Indians who live in the southern
plains of Venezuela.
The last week of September, 14 persons from the Montalban congregation
(three of them church board members)
went for a week on a missionaryvision-building/work trip to Chaparalito, the only non-jungle New Tribes
Mission base in Venezuela. Our church
supports a Venezuelan missionary couple here, and this was the first time a
group of criollos (pronounced kree-6yos, the Spanish term used by the
Indians to refer to non-Indian Venezuelans) had come to visit the base.
There were many memorable
moments: six ruined tires (two on our
car were blown in a single pothole!);
the half-hour ride in a single-engine,
five-passenger Cessna airplane; swim-

A separation
John Sider and Scot White—
Mexico City
President Salinas de Gortari made
his annual speech to the nation on
November 1. In it he dealt with several
issues facing this country:
1. Better working and economic
conditions for poor farmers—They
have land (and are not permitted to sell
it), but they lack the skills and means to
farm the land productively. They will
be given the right to form associations.
2. Improved public image of the
police force—This reform is long overdue; corruption is a major problem.
3. Increased emphasis on separation
of church and state—President Salinas
seems determined to keep Mexico a
secular state (this comment in his
speech brought applause from the
National Assembly for a whole
minute!) and to keep the Catholic
Church from exercising political power.
Among other things, he stated that
March 1992

ming in the lagoon; motorcycle rides
and spills over the swamp; a dinner of
roasted wild pig; hours of mixing
cement by hand in the burning sun.
Our church people were especially
impressed by the reverence of the
roughly 50 converted Indians as they
sat with heads bowed to sing or listen to
a Bible lesson. Another moving experience was the communion service in
which we shared casabe bread and
water. What a thrill to hear how, only a
little more than a year ago, after months
of chronological Bible teaching, these
brothers and sisters through Jesus had
been freed from a life of terror and
domination by their demon-gods!

What hearkening
involves
Cathy Bert—Managua, Nicaragua
Hanging on our Christmas tree in
December was a special ball that was
hand-painted for our family a few years
ago. On it are three little boys looking
at baby Jesus in a manger with the following Bible verse: "Come, ye chilevery Mexican should have the right to
freedom of religion. He seems to be
willing to make Mexico open to religions other than Roman Catholicism—
and that includes evangelical
Christianity. The question remains: Will
the president's attitude make the people
of Mexico more open to the gospel?
There have been instances in the past of
fanatical Catholics making attacks on
evangelicals in more conservative parts
of the country, particularly in the south
and in rural areas.
We are also rejoicing over the letter
from the President to our advisor and
friend, Galo Vasquez, in which he gave
permission for Galo to have TV time
and necessary satellite hook-ups to
broadcast the Billy Graham Buenos
Aires, Argentina, Crusade to the
Mexican people. In that letter, Salinas
also requested Galo to arrange a time
for evangelical leaders to meet together with the President. These are indeed
items for praise and prayer!

dren; hearken unto me, and I will teach
you the fear of the Lord" (Psalm 34:11).
As I meditated on that verse I realized
that, indeed, we have learned more
about God and our walk with him.
The boys have been participating in
Pioneer Club activities the past year,
and we have seen spiritual growth in
all three. This club is in English, and so
they are once again learning Bible verses in English. They have been working
on memorizing verses in Spanish all
along, because each Sunday at church
each person who attends is asked to
quote some Scripture. So we go each
Sunday somewhat prepared with our
verses.
Nathan's workload at the university
has increased this year. He now teaches full-time and still works in the computer department. This way he has
more contact with students than he did
previously. The church is very appreciative of Nathan's quiet manner and
ways. Even though he still struggles
with Spanish, he is always available to
listen and work with Rosendo Perez,
the executive minister of the Brethren
in Christ Church here. During the holidays both Nate and I spoke at weekend
mini-seminars in churches in and
around Managua.
This semester of teaching has
brought both joys and sorrows to me. I
tried to organize a Bible club during
the designated club time. I was told I
could not do that because it is against
the law since this is an American
school. So some of the Christian students decided to organize a prayer
group to meet once a week during
lunch time in the library. They have
been told that this is acceptable as long
as no teacher has direct involvement in
the planning or leadership of the meeting. This means that I will be able to
attend the meetings, but I may not lead
or advise the group. We hope to start
meeting this semester, but I cannot do
anything to move the process forward,
or I could lose my job. Pray that the
students interested will press forward to
begin this much-needed ministry.
•
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CoCo &
CompanyClowns for
Christ
by Shirlee Bivens
God knows there are plenty of
clowns in this church—the Cumberland Valley Brethren in Christ
Church! They are talented, committed, and enthusiastic. They are a joy
and blessing to me and everyone they
minister to, as well. In my
past 10 years of "clowning
around," I've had a lot of fun
and opportunities to witness,
but the fun and opportunities
we have together as a
Christian clown group is
magnified far beyond that
with the joy of the Lord.

God is using each clown in his
plan to reach out to others with his
wonderful love. We clowned at the
Holy Spirit Hospital Fair, which was
raising funds for renovating the children's wing, and greeted the children

coming to our own Vacation Bible
School, presenting them all with balloons and snacks on the closing night.
Sue Bert came to clown at Cumberland Valley VBS with a broken
toe! We have the best people who

Front row (left to right):
Ernest, CoCo, Bob-O. Back
row: Zippo, Hampton
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Opposite page: Hampton, Zippo, and Ernest
pose with a resident.
Left: Ernest presents a balloon swan.
Below: Happy gets her nose tweaked.

love the Lord . . . and show it! We
had a great time welcoming the children (some big, some little) to Sunday
school at Cumberland Valley for our
new time on October 6.
CoCo & Company visited Forest
Park Nursing Home in Carlisle.
Donna Brady used her special gifts
of love for the elderly to minister to a
blind woman. Donna, "Happy," knelt
down, took the blind woman's hands
and placed them on her clown hat,
wig, and face so the woman could
"see" them. The youth in our ministry are very special, too. Eric Hyp
("Zippo"), Andy Musser ("Hampton"), and my favorite son, Ben
Bivens ("Ernest"), all made balloon
animals to give to the residents and
cheered them, showing God's love.
They are outstanding!
Bob Roulston ("Bob-O") and
Ralph Rehm ("Rowdy") are faithful
and fruitful clown ministers. No, not
"fruity" . . . fruitful! Pay attention!
Bob has been to the King's Kids'
Camp Country Fair with Andy
Musser to clown for the Jacobs
Brothers' ministry there. Bob has
been to every one of our ministry
activities! Thanks for your faithfulness, "Bob-O"! Ralph is our missionary clown. While on his mission trip
with a work team to Venezuela,
"Rowdy" made balloon animals for
the children in Caracas. Unfortunately, Ralph's beautiful costume was
lost or stolen in his luggage on the
March 1992

trip home. We
pray the Lord
will provide
another costume
for "Rowdy."
His giant cowboy hat was
always a favorite part of
Ralph's super
outfit made by
his
talented
*•" -" ^*1 iff • » ^ '
wife, Sandy.
Speaking of
talented people . . . a special thank
you to all the wonderful sewing
efforts of Pat Roulston, Kay Musser,
Eric's grandmother, and Linda Finley.
God has blessed you all with abilities
the rest of us lack.
On November 9 CoCo & Company
visited at the Mechanicsburg Rehab
Hospital. "Bob-O," "Hampton,"
"Ernest," "CoCo," and "Cookie"
(Leah Smith, our youngest clown)
visited the head injury unit. We tried
to leave "Hampton" and "Ernest"
there, but they followed us out.
(Actually, we wouldn't trade them for
anything!) Then we visited the physical therapy area. We "worked out"
and lifted weights. We also lifted
some of the patients' spirits. They lit
up when we filtered through the area
clowning around for them. All the
patients and staff enjoyed our breaking up their day. (We were sorry about
anything else we broke!) They really

enjoyed "Cookie"; and she related
very well to them, too. This was her
first time out clowning. She did a
super job showing the love of the
Lord. She gave everyone an "I Love
Jesus" sticker—even the elderly man
who told "Bob-O" that he didn't
believe in God. "Bob-O" had an
opportunity to talk to him about that,
and I know our visit made a difference. Many of the sad and lonely
patients asked us, "Why are you here?
Where are you from?" We responded
with an affirmation that they are special and we care about them as Jesus
cares for them.
•

Anyone interested in this fun ministry can
contact Shirlee at (717) 432-5845 to see what
it's all about to be a "fool for Christ" (1
Corinthians 4:10). The Cumberland Valley
congregation is located near Dillsburg, Pa.
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Allegheny Conference
The Air Hill congregation, Chambersburg,
Pa., received eight new members on Dec. 29.
The Dana Crider family, on furlough from
Woodstock School, India, spoke on Jan. 19. *
Feb. 9-16 was declared Appreciation Week at
the Antrim church, Chambersburg—a time to
send letters and cards, or entertain someone special at home or in a restaurant. • A recent special
council of the Chambersburg, congregation
approved adding a third staff person. The Boys
Brigade had a campout Jan. 17-19. • On Jan.
19, the Fairview Ave. congregation,
Waynesboro, Pa., began the work of refocusing
congregational ministry with a new purpose
statement and three new ministry dimensions.
On Jan. 5 the Five Forks congregation,
Waynesboro, saw the film "Bamboo in Winter"
followed by a pantry shower for newly installed
Associate Pastor, Ray Kipe. The church received
15 new members on Jan. 26. • The youth of the
Hollo well church, Waynesboro, had a Jan. 17-19
weekend at Christian Retreat Center. Filling the
pulpit in January were J.L. Pittman, Bob and
Carol Geiger, William Kauffman, and Ernest
Baker. • On Jan. 5 the Iron Springs church,
Fairfield, Pa., had a noon meal and sharing with
the Graybills about their 33 years as missionaries in Japan. • The Martinsburg, Pa., congregation received five members on Jan. 5. Jan.
26—Feb. 2 was Youth Week with the teens leading Sunday school and worship on Feb. 2 and
showing the film "Molder of Dreams" in the
evening.
On Jan. 8, Mary Olive Lady, missionary to
Zambia, spoke to the MPF meeting of the
Montgomery church, Mercersburg, Pa. • On
Jan. 19 the Mt. Rock congregation,
Shippensburg, Pa., held a dinner in honor of
Roger and Esther Witter who completed service
as assistant pastoral couple. • On Jan. 19 the
annual business meeting of the New Guilford
church, Chambersburg, Pa., was called "Annual
Celebration" with praise led by the musicians
First Love and upbeat sharing by leaders of challenges and initiatives. • On Jan. 12 Joyce
Oldham showed slides of her work in Zimbabwe
to the Springhope congregation, Schellsburg,
Pa. • The Van Lear congregation, Williamsport,
Md., had Bible study and sharing time with
Bishop Kipe on Feb. 19.

Atlantic Conference
Jack McClane, Director of Missions, challenged the Conoy congregation, Elizabethtown,
Pa., on Jan. 12. • On Jan. 5 the Cross Roads
congregation, Mount Joy, Pa., enjoyed the film
"The Journey—Seeking God Through Prayer
and Praise" featuring Joni Eareckson Tada. The
Ministers of Music were in concert on Jan. 19. •
The Thursday MOMS group of the Elizabethtown church recently studied Making
Sunday Special by Karen and David Mains. The
congregation holds occasional "house meetings"
on Sunday nights for singing, sharing, and fellowship. • On Jan. 26 the Fellowship Chapel
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congregation, Bronx, N.Y., hosted Marshall and
Eleanor Poe, former missionaries to Nicaragua.
The men of the Free Grace church,
Millersburg, Pa., had an early February "bring a
neighbor" breakfast at the parsonage. •
Beginning in July, leadership will be given to a
new congregation in Hempfield township by
George Kimber. • Bishop Hoffman preached
Jan. 19 to the Hummelstown, Pa., church on
"Like a Mighty River." Jay Sisco has been invited to a new two-year term until his retirement in
July 1994. • The Lancaster, Pa., congregation
had a Jan. 24 family games night with a pifiata,
floor hockey, balloon basketball and table games.
Discipleship meetings with Fred and Grace
Holland were Feb. 16-19. • The Manor,
Mountville, Pa., sewing circle hosted a district
sewing day on Jan. 15, making hospital gowns
for Africa. Pastor and Barbara Hempy led a
Families Alive seminar in mid-February.
On Jan. 5 the Mastersonville congregation,
Manheim, Pa., read the play "Tearing Down
Strongholds" and saw the video "Operation
Tentmaker." The church received two members
on Jan. 26. • The vote was yes at the Jan. 8
council meeting of the Mt Pleasant church,
Mount Joy, Pa., to begin the building process.
The clubs enjoyed a family taco night on Jan. 22.
• Jan. 12 was dedication day for the new addition of the Palmyra, Pa., church. Luke Keefer
spoke on "The Personality of the Congregation."
The youth sponsored an omelet breakfast on Jan.
25. • The youth of the Pequea congregation,
Lancaster, Pa., traveled to Skyline View
(Harrisburg) for a quiz meet on Jan. 12. The congregation had a Jan. 19 dialogue on debt-free
versus borrowing for future development with
guests from other Brethren in Christ congregations.
On Jan. 26 the film "The Big Money Mixup" was shown for children and parents of the
Refton, Pa., congregation. The Messiah College
Singers gave a conceit on Feb. 9. • On Jan. 5
Stan Heisey gave a report to the Silverdale, Pa.,
church on his trip to Africa to visit his missionary brother Stuart. • On Jan. 12 the Skyline
View congregation, Harrisburg, Pa., had "a service of conversation with God." The sermon by
Rev. Reitz was "Prayers that Need to Be
Offered." • The Stowe, Pa., congregation is now
offering a children's sermon in moming worship. • "Growing to Glorify God, Phase II"
began Jan. 12 at the Summit View church, New
Holland, Pa. Jay and Judy Smith spoke in the
evening.

Canadian Conference
On Jan. 5 the Bridlewood congregation,
Agincourt, Ont., began an adult Sunday school
class on "How to Rejoice in Any Situation." •
The Covenant congregation, Penetanguishene,
Ont., recently began considering a name change.
Jan. 15 was the annual potluck and business
meeting. • On Jan. 12 Lamar Fretz shared with
the Falls View congregation, Niagara Falls, Ont.,
about his overseas trip with MCC. Jan. 26 was a
time of reflection and discussion on the church

growth seminar held at the church Jan. 24-25. •
The acronym for the purpose statement of the
Houghton church, Langton, Ont., is PEACE—
People Evangelizing And Caring Effectively.
Feb. 1 was a day of fasting and prayer for board
members and spouses.
In 1992, the Kindersley, Sask., congregation is praying through their church directory,
one family each weekday. Two persons were
baptized Jan. 19. • 'Turning Your Heart Toward
God" was the January sermon series at the
Massey Place church, Saskatoon, Sask. • On
Jan. 19 the North East Community congregation, Calgary, Alb., had an evening session on
"The Privileges and Challenges of Leadership"
for nominees and appointees to various church
positions. • The youth of the Oak Ridges, Ont.,
congregation had a Jan. 18-19 ski trip and sleep
over. "Preparation for Soul Winning" was a
recent Wednesday night study. • The Orchard
Creek congregation, St. Catharines, Ont., reports
an attendance of 90 at their Christmas service, 30
of whom are unchurched. • Beginning Jan. 6
the Port Colborne, Ont., congregation had a
series on evangelism called "Living Proof." A
guess-who's-coming-to-dinner was Jan. 25.
On Jan. 12 the Ridgemount congregation,
Hamilton, Ont., enjoyed the music of Al Craig,
leader of a ministry for street people. • The
Rosebank congregation, Petersburg, Ont., held
an adult banquet Jan. 11 at Fairview Mennonite
Home. Thefilmseries "The Trial and Testimony
of the Early Church" began in January. • Sandra
Gooderham was guest speaker Feb. 2 at the
Upper Oaks church, Oakville, Ont. • Ronald
Sider from Messiah College presented a concert
recently for the Wainfleet, Ont., congregation. •
The quiz team from Westheights, Kitchener,
Ont., recently won the Snowflake holiday tourney in Lancaster.

Central Conference
The Amherst congregation, Massillon, Ohio,
had a financial choices seminar on Jan. 25 with
James Mock. A congregational forum to discuss
priorities was Feb. 2. • Bishop Ginder spoke on
Jan. 5 to the Ashland, Ohio, congregation. •
The Bethel church, Merrill, Mich., recently
awarded certificates to 22 people for 1991
Sunday school perfect attendance. Eleven persons read through the Bible in 1991. • The
Beulah Chapel congregation, Springfield, Ohio,
uses flute, organ, piano, clarinet, violin, and guitar in their morning services. • The Christian
Union congregation, Garrett, Ind., has organized
a men's fellowship. • Melvin Hollingsworth was
guest in the pulpit Jan. 19 of the Fairview congregation, Englewood, Ohio. The Billy Graham
film "Caught" was shown Jan. 26.
"Sharing Your Faith Without Losing Your
Mind" was the January evening sermon series at
the Lakeview church, Goodrich, Mich. The congregation viewed the Superbowl on a five-foot
screen. • Jan. 12 was kickoff Sunday at the
Nappanee, Ind., church for new small groups.
The secret sisters revealing party was Jan. 21. •
The Phoneton church, Tipp City, Ohio, had a
Evangelical Visitor

baptism on Jan. 5. The guest speaker Jan. 19
was Paul Pawelski, whose father pastors the
Dayton Mission. • Harvey Sider spoke Feb. 2 to
the Pleasant Hill, Ohio, church on "Radical
Love." • The Sippo Valley congregation,
Massillon, Ohio, recently designated Tuesdays as
days of fasting and prayer for the church, then
came together on Jan. 9 to share what God was
revealing. • Michael Kupke, chaplain at Elkhart
Co. prison, was speaker Jan. 19 at the Union
Grove church, New Paris, Ind.

Park congregation, Orlando, Fla., hosted the
Board of Directors of the Southeast
Conference on Jan. 25. On Feb. 2 John and
Lucille Graybill spoke in the morning and
evening services. • The Winchester, Va.,
church had a series on environmental stewardship in January led by Steve Stiefel.

Susquehanna Conference
A family of four from Russia is living temporarily with a member of the Big Valley

congregation, Belleville, Pa., until they can
find housing. The congregation is helping to
supply their needs. The message on Jan. 12
was by Stephen Ndlovu. • The Carlisle, Pa.,
congregation viewed the film "A Man Called
Norman" on Jan. 19. • YES team member
Sherri Peachey spoke Jan. 19 to the Cedar
Grove congregation, Mifflintown, Pa. • The
men's fellowship of the Cedar Heights
church, Mill Hall, Pa., recently purchased a
TV stand which was used for the first time at

Midwest Conference
Paul Eberhard was Feb. 13-16 speaker for
spiritual life meetings at the Abilene, Kan.,
church. • On Jan. 12 the Mound Park congregation, Dallas Center, Iowa, held its annual birthday dinner with a video featuring Mike Warnke.
• Jeff and Connie Sechrist of Navajo Chapel,
Bloomfield, N.M., furloughed in Pennsylvania
from Dec. 19—Jan. 2 where they attended a
wedding reception for Ken and Cindy Shultz. •
The Oklahoma City, Okla., church received
seven new members in December and baptized
two persons. One of the congregation's five
goals for 1992 is an average attendance in morning worship of 66. • On Jan. 22 the Rosebank
congregation, Hope, Kan., hosted the music
group Daydawn. The junior quizzers attended a
Jan. 25 meet in Anthony, Kan. • The XYZ group
of the Zion church, Abilene, Kan., hosted a chili
supper fundraiser on Jan. 11.

Pacific Conference
Sally Mouw spoke Jan. 11 at a women's
seminar at the Alta Loma, Calif., church on
"Spending Time at Jesus' Feet." • "Managing
God's Money" was the January sermon series at
the Chino, Calif., church. • The youth of the
Moreno Valley church, Moreno, Calif., had a
lock-in on Dec. 31. • The Pacific Highway congregation, Salem, Ore., participated on Jan. 26
with MCC in a service by the South African
Youth Discovery Team, three of whose members
are from the Brethren in Christ churches in
Africa. • The Riverside, Calif., church hosted
the same group on Jan. 13. • A new ministry for
4th-6th graders on Thursday afternoons has
begun at the Upland, Calif., church. Members of
the church planned a hike up Potato Mountain on
Jan. 18. Deb Patrick and Shirley Johnson led a
missions conference on Feb. 1.

E.V. Timelines^
100 Years Ago
Mar. 15,1892 issue—W.H. Eisenhower, Abilene, Kan. writes: "I have even
heard women say, I can wear this, and I can wear that, and am not proud. My
answer is, your feathers show which way the wind blows.... Oh how hard it
is for mankind to dispense of the ornaments they are accustomed to wear! Oh
the darling idols! Forsake them you must before you can have admittance into
the Celestial City."
In the same issue—Editor Davidson: "Would it not be very nice if all our
children could say they are attending Sabbath School?... I don't quite understand why so many of our dear brethren and sisters are so opposed to starting
a Sabbath School in every place where it is convenient."

75 Years Ago
Mar. 5, 1917 issue—Under "Bible School Department": "It is recommended that students who are in training as prospective missionaries should
have a practical and scientific knowledge of agriculture and household economy in addition to their scholastic attainment."
Mar. 19,1917 issue—Announcement was run of the details of the upcoming General Conference: Bethel Meeting House, N. Dickinson District, Kan.;
May 17; with Bishop C.N. Hostetter as General Secretary.

50 Years Ago

Southeast Conference

Mar. 2, 1942 issue—In a letter from Robert and Dorothy Resconsin from
Messiah Orphanage, Mt. Joy, Pa.: "The past six months have again been busy
ones. A family of eight children made motherless by death came to us in
October.... We are indeed glad for the splendid opportunities to place children in good homes."
In the same issue—"Adapting and Applying the Lesson to the Pupil":
"Saturday is too late to begin the preparation of your lesson.... If the teacher does not suffer through sacrifice before the lesson begins, the pupils are apt
to suffer afterwards."

The Brethren in Christ Scattered Abroad dinner was Jan. 18 in Plant City, Fla. • The Holden

25 Years Ago

You don't see news from your
congregation? It may be that your
mailing arrived here after the first of
February, or that your congregation
needs to appoint a correspondent.
This month's news items were primarily about January events, so the
December bulletins were by and
large too late for publication. Thank
you to all of you correspondents who
are on time!
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Mar. 27, 1967 issue—Announcement was made of the nominations for
bishop: H.A. Ginder (Allegheny), C.B. Byers (Atlantic), R. V. Sider (Canada),
J.N. Hostetter (Central), and'A.M. Climenhaga (Midwest and Pacific).
Same issue—The Women's Missionary Prayer Circle plans to raise $9,000
by General Conference toward the building of the chapel at Navajo Mission.
Groundbreaking was scheduled for April 1.

10 Years Ago
Mar. 10, 1982 issue—In "Messiah College News," announcement was
made of the bestowing of doctoral degrees on Luke Keefer, Jr. (Temple
University, theology) and John Yeatts (Purdue University, educational psychology).
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It's not too late to "get on board" using
these
materials...
Children's Mission Project

"Helping with the
Harvest"—Honduras
(Project goes from September to September)

and
Adult Mission Project

"South Africa—
Handle With
Prayer"
(Project goes from January to January)

The people using the 10-unit children's materials are excited about the wealth of information
and creative ways for involving children in missions.
Bev Frayle of Sherkston, Ontario, shared a
fresh idea: "I photocopied mazes, puzzles, etc.,
and used them as placemats for missions supper
. . . set out crayons on tables . . . told group to trade
placemats to get ones suitable for age and interests."
Another wrote, "Information and materials are excellent for children in
the area of VBS, Junior Worship, and Pioneer Clubs."
On the other hand, others wrote of their discouragement in getting
people actively involved. A 1991 survey revealed that less than 25% of our
churches were using these materials. (That was indeed discouraging to the
producers who spend much time and effort writing them. Much money goes
into mailing, also.) So it is not surprising that many new members in our
churches know little or nothing about our missions program.
How do you teach your children about their ancestors and relatives
they've never seen? You use pictures, tell stories . . . and keep on talking.
The same works in missions education. New people are often more excited about becoming involved than some for whom it has become "old
hat."
Children's materials are sent to every Brethren in Christ church in
Canada and the United States in September, November, and March. Adult
materials come out in March. Ifyou are not aware of them andfeel moved
(and I hope you do) to get involved, check with your pastor or congregational missions leader. The packets may be under a pile of stuff. If thatfails,
contact me. Sometimes mail "falls through the cracks."
There should be a missions promoter in each congregation to remind
people of the command (not an option) to make disciples of all nations. If
you have them, use people with knowledge or experience to put "meat on
the bones" of your promotion.
If you're a joyful user of the materials, share some of your imaginative
ideas. If you're not, it's not too late to begin.
Miriam K. Stern
MPF Projects Coordinator
4407 Walnut St., Apt. 2B
Philadelphia, PA 19104

(215)222-1609
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the showing of a video Jan. 5 on finances.
Stephen and Otilia Ndlovu were guests on Jan.
19. • The Colyer church, Centre Hall, Pa., had
their noon dinner and council meeting on Jan. 19.
CoCo and Company, the Cumberland
Valley church, Dillsburg, Pa., clown ministry,
visited Paxton Street Home on Jan. 18. • On
Jan. 5 Morris Sider spoke on the Brethren in
Christ and obedience to the Dillsburg church. •
Merle Brubaker spoke Jan. 19 to the Fairview
congregation, New Cumberland, Pa., while
Pastor Lehman attended Camp Freedom. •
Kermit Henning presented the program at the
Jan. 7 Grantham, Pa., Women's Club on
"Northern Adventures and Eskimo Life." • The
pastor's class for juniors at the Jemison Valley
church, Westfield, Pa., studied On Your Way.
The Mechanicsburg, Pa., church began the
50 Day Adventure on Mar. 1, "The Family God
Wants Us to Be." The film "The Radicals" was
shown Jan. 5. • Bishop Hawbaker spoke and the
Elizabethtown church bell choir provided music
for the Jan. 19 service of the Messiah Village
church, Mechanicsburg. • The Jan. 22 WE
CARE women's meeting at the Redland Valley
church, York Haven, Pa., was "Growing
Through Reading" by Faye Shelly. • Gerald
Tyrrell was installed Jan. 5 as pastor of the West
Shore church, Mechanicsburg. On Jan. 12 Dana
and Judy Crider visited the morning service.

For The Record
Births
Abell: Denise Michal, Jan. 10; Dennis and
Shirley (Attick) Abell, Manor congregation, Pa.
Barley: Daniel Evan, July 28, 1988; chosen
son of Roy and Maryann (Garber) Barley, Cross
Roads congregation, Pa.
Buck: Natalie Faye, Dec. 18; Randy and
Valerie Buck, Mexico City, Mexico.
Coken: Tanner Christian, Dec. 16; Harry III
and Joni (Lerew) Coken, Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa.
Czepek: Holly Elizabethanne, Dec. 10; Paul
and Hilda (Wiebe) Czepek, Wainfleet congregation, Ont.
Diller: Trent Allen, Jan. 4; Steve and Laura
Diller, Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa.
Heisey: Eleanor Chifundo, Jan. 24; Paul and
Melinda (Smale) Heisey, Cross Roads congregation, Pa.
Kauffman: Philip Michael, Dec. 8; Mike
and Pam (Crowe) Kauffman, Five Forks congregation, Pa.
LaSala: Morgan Elizabeth, Jan. 16; Bruce
and Lorie (Nagel) LaSala, Manor congregation,
Pa.
Lentz: Elizabeth Ann, Dec. 27; Robert and
Rae-Ann (Fitton) Lentz, Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa.
Madeira: Emily Eleze, Jan. 9; Al and Ginny
(Lawyer) Madeira, Chambersburg congregation,
Pa.
Mull: John Wesley, Jr., Dec. 31; John and
Margaret (Megill) Mull, Cumberland Valley
congregation, Pa.
Evangelical Visitor

Newswanger: Tyler Jamison, Jan. 16; Duane
and Bonnie (Tweed) Newswanger, Manor congregation, Pa.
Pankiw: Kristyn Lee, Jan. 17; David and
Kelly (McMenamin) Pankiw, Chambersburg
congregation, Pa.
Peachey: Allison Elise, Dec. 23; Loren and
Noel (Foltz) Peachey, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa.
Pifer: Alice, Dec. 31; Jody and Cheryl
(Barrett) Pifer, Stayner congregation, Ont.
Potteiger: Jordan Matthew, Jan. 7; Mark and
Sherry Potteiger, Mechanicsburg congregation,
Pa.
Rohrer: Holly Christine, Dec. 30; Randall
and Kimberly (Lippiatt) Rohrer, Manor congregation, Pa.
Sellers: Cole Frederick, Dec. 31; Chris and
Beverly Sellers, Antrim congregation, Pa.
Sheridan: Brianna Ashley, Dec. 29; Scott
and Holly Sheridan, Amherst congregation,
Ohio.
Spangler: Robert Ray, Jan. 13; Robert, Jr.,
and Tammy (Oberlin) Spangler, Chambersburg
congregation, Pa.
Starr: Ean Wagaman, Jan. 3; Terry and Beth
(Wagaman) Starr, Chambersburg congregation,
Pa.
Steffen: Haylee Rebekah, Oct. 15; Brad and
Joyce (Owens) Steffen, Zion congregation, Kan.
Van Natter: Zachary John, Jan. 9; Jay and
Tricia Van Natter, Port Colborne congregation,
Ont.
Zimmerman: Jason Michael, Dec. 23: Jim
and Kathy Zimmerman, New Guilford congregation, Pa.

Weddings
Bence - Weyant: Melissa Dawn, daughter of
Dale and Gail Weyant, Breezewood, Pa., and
Jeffry Dean, son of Dale and Kathy Bence, New
Paris, Pa., Nov. 26, 1991, in Winchester, Va.
with Rev. Jackson officiating.
Bingaman - Helman: Ethel B., daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Elwood Helman, Waynesboro, Pa.,
and Robert Lyn, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ellis
Bingaman, Waynesboro, Jan. 18, at Five Forks
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Wilbur
Besecker officiating.
Gish - McKendry: Diedre Marie McKendry, State College, Pa., and Kevin Jay, son of Jay
and Rachel Gish, Elizabethtown, Pa., Dec. 28, at
St. Andrews Episcopal Church with Rev. Trost
officiating.
Heck - Nathan: Michele April Nathan,
daughter of Clayton F. and Guadalupe Orona
James, Corcoran, Calif., and Jon Kevin, son of
Jack Edwin and Jeanette Marie Heck, Corcoran,
Dec. 7, 1991, at Waukena Community Church
with Rev. Floyd Speck officiating.
King - Bard: Goldie Bard, Chambersburg,
Pa., and Dean King, Chambersburg, Jan. 11, at
New Franklin Assembly of God with Rev. Sean
Hinton and Rev. Wilbur W. Benner officiating.
Medeiros - McKenzie: Janice Elizabeth,
daughter of Shirley and Bill McKenzie, Oakville,
Ont., and Eduardo Avila, son of Manuel and
Maria Medeiros, Oakville, Nov. 23, at Kilbride
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United Church with Rev. Craig E. Sider officiating.
Melhorn - Kelley: Tina J., daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. James Kelley, Jr., Manheim, Pa., and
Lynn R., son of Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Melhorn, Jr.,
Manheim, Nov. 30, at Lancaster Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. James Ernst officiating.
O'Leary - Seburn: Rebekah Lynn, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Laverne Seburn, Fort Erie, Ont.,
and Sean Edward, son of Mr. C. O'Leary, Pender
Harbour, B.C., and Mrs. P. Donnelly, Burnaby,
B.C., Sept. 21, 1991, at Riverside Chapel
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. John Day
officiating.
Stone - Cassebaum: Jill, daughter of John
and Kathy Cassebaum, Elizabethtown, Pa., and
R. Eric, son of Rhine and Hazel Stone,
Elizabethtown, Dec. 28, at St. Peter's Catholic
Church with Rev. Joseph Blascovich and Rev.
Kenneth L. Engle officiating.

Obituaries
Caufman: Dorothy E. Caufman, born Aug.
25, 1910, daughter of Isaiah and Carrie (Friese)
Caufman, died Dec. 19. Preceding her in death
was her husband, Melvin Caufman. Surviving
are two sons, Wilbur and Harold R.; a daughter,
Lois Miller; eight grandchildren; eight greatgrandchildren; and a sister, Emma Musser.
Dorothy was a member of the New Guilford
congregation, Pa., where the funeral was held
with Rev. Maurice Bender and Rev. Terry Hoke
officiating. Interment was in the church cemetery.
Engle: Jeanette L. Engle, born Aug. 28,
1913, in Tipp City, Ohio, daughter of Ellis and
Dora (Cassel) Davis, died Dec. 29. Surviving
are her husband, Jacob E. Engle; 2 daughters,
Althea Philips and Ellyce Jean Charles; 2 sons,
Ivan D. and Darrell E.; and 16 grandchildren.
She had been a clerk at Willow Valley
Restaurant, and a teacher in the Penn Manor
School District. She was a member of the
Lancaster congregation, Pa., where she had
taught the four- andfive-year-olds,directed the
children's choir, was a nursery attendant, VBS
director, and Pioneer Clubs leader. She had
attended Manchester and Wheaton Colleges, and
graduated from Wittenburg College. The funeral was held at the Lancaster church with Rev.
James Ernst and Rev. S. Lane Hostetter officiating. Interment was in the Crossroads church
cemetery.
Hingle: Stella Hingle, born Feb. 17,1919, in
Bristol, N.H., died Dec. 31. Surviving are her
daugher, Donalene; and a brother, Elwood F.
Sanborn. She was a member of the Community
Bible congregation, Fla. Memorial services were
held Jan. 5.
Jacobs: Kenneth Eugene Jacobs, born Feb.
25, 1927, in Leesburg, Va., son of Clinton M.
and Lula (Painter) Jacobs, died Jan. 16.
Preceding him in death were a sister, Gladys
Bowers; and a brother, Harvey L. He is survived
by his wife, Margaret (Waltrick); a daughter,
Lisa Reigh; a son, Michael W. Foltz; two stepsons, William E. Shilling and Michael T.
Shilling; two sisters, Evelyn Johnson and
Mildred Butts; a brother, Luther M.; and nine
grandchildren. A member of the Hollowell con-

gregation, Pa., he was a veteran of World War n,
and was employed by the Fairchild Company
for six years. The funeral was held at Minnich
Funeral Home with Rev. Joseph Baer officiating.
Interment was in Rose Hill Cemetery.
Miller: Nancy Miller, born Jan. 23,1941, in
Hagerstown, Md., died Jan. 1. Surviving are her
husband, Robert E. Miller; two sons, Donald and
Richard L.; and a daughter, Karen C. Gibble.
She attended the Antrim congregation, Pa. where
the funeral was held with Rev. Wilbur W.
Benner officiating. Interment was in Browns
Mill Cemetery.
Miller: Violet Miller, born Jan. 1, 1902, in
Otterville, Ont., died Dec. 23. Preceding her in
death was her husband Isaac Miller; and two
daughters, Eva Miller and Evelyn Dilts.
Surviving are a granddaughter, Eileen Meyer; a
grandson, Arthur Dilts; and several great- and
great-great-grandchildren. She was a homemaker and member of the Wainfleet, Ont., congregation where the funeral was held with Rev.
Robert Rolston and Rev. Bill Johnston officiating. Interment was in Zion Cemetery.
Morvan: Delcie M. Morvan, born Apr. 24,
1903, daughter of Harry and Malisssa (Rinard)
Manspeaker, died Dec. 12. She was preceded in
death by her husband Julius P. Morvan; and three
sisters. Surviving are two sons, Frank and Harry;
a daughter, Ruth Jean Baumgardner; seven
grandchildren; four great-grandchildren; and a
sister, Thelma Treece. Delcie was a member of
the Sherman's Valley congregation, Pa. Funeral
services were held at the D. Ronald Long
Funeral Chapel with Rev. Ken Mackie officiating. Interment was in the church cemetery.
Reed: Emma S. Reed, born Apr. 20, 1906,
died Dec. 20. Surviving are a son, William T.;
two daughters, Barbara L. Kitner and Joyce R.
Schwalm; a sister, Edna Waters; seven grandchildren; and six great-grandchildren. She was a
member of the Friendly Circle Senior Citizens
group, and a former employee of Johnson-Bailie
Shoe Company. She was a member of the Free
Grace congregation, Pa. The funeral service was
held at Hoover Funeral Home with Rev. Luke
Keefer, Sr., and Rev. Edwin Kessler officiating.
Interment was in Riverview Memorial Gardens.
Rohrer: Levi A. Rohrer, born Sept. 4,1916,
in Englewood, Ohio, son of Albert and Anna
Rohrer, died Nov. 27. Surviving are his wife,
Ethel; and two sons, Nevin and Kenneth. He was
a member of the Zion congregation, Kan., where
the funeral was held with Rev. Ron Bowell officiating. Interment was in Livingstone Cemetery.
Rosenberger: Fannie Schock Rosenberger,
born Aug. 23, 1899, in Columbia County, Pa.,
died Nov. 30. Preceding her in death was her
husband, Edwin C. Rosenberger; and 2 stepsons,
Ralph and Andrew. Surviving are 2 stepsons,
Carl and Victor; 15 stepgrandchildren; 7 stepgreat-grandchildren; and 7 stepgreat-great-grandchildren. Fannie was a pastor's wife for 45 years,
taught the adult ladies' class, and was active in
the sewing circle. She was a member of the
Silverdale congregation, Pa. The funeral service
was at Rockhill Community Church with Rev.
Frederick L. Geib and Rev. Wellington Alderfer
officiating. Interment was in the Silverdale
church cemetery.
Rudy: Mabel Carroll Rudy, born Apr. 8,
1914, daughter of John and Annie (Smith)
23
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omeone has aptly compared the
worship service to a theatre production as follows: If our service was
a theatrical production, the congregation would be the audience and the
pastor and others participating on the
platform would be the players to
entertain the audience.
In a worship service, however, the
members of the congregation are the
players, the pastors and other participants are the directors, and GOD is
the audience.
What a difference! Most of us
would mentally assent to the correctness of this differential. However, in
practice, we may be more inclined
toward the first description rather
than the latter.
In a recent report and analysis of
church member stewardship, John
and Sylvia Ronsvalle indicate a continual decline
in the giving of church
members over the last
several years. One of the
reasons cited for this decline was this:
"Church members now consider
themselves less as stewards and more
as consumers of church programs."*
If this is a valid reason for a
national decline in stewardship, it
would immediately suggest that our
stewardship is directly related to our
attitude toward the church, our worship, and God himself.
The spirit of our world seems to be
turning more and more inward
toward the satisfaction of our personal needs as the first priority of life.
It is a question of "What can the
church do for me?"—not, "What can
I do for the church?" It is "What can
God do for me?" rather than "What
can I do for God?"
Paul warned us about allowing
ourselves to conform to the patterns
around us. "Therefore, I urge you,
brothers, in view of God's mercy, to
offer your bodies as living sacrifices,
holy and pleasing to God—this is

Stewards
or
Consumers?

W. Edward Rickman is Director
of Stewardship, U.S.A.
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your spiritual act of worship. Do not
conform any longer to the pattern of
this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you
will be able to test and approve what
God's will is—his good, pleasing and
perfect will" (Romans 12:1-2).
The spirit of service, sacrifice, and
giving are central to the discovery of
God's will. The Brethren in Christ
Church has just recently completed
the year 1991 with a demonstration
of faithful stewardship. The ministries of the church were fully funded. But the task is not done.
Evangelizing and discipling
believers are now the priorities for
our church. And in order to accomplish these priorities we must continue to demonstrate our stewardship
through commitment, stewardship,
and service. We cannot allow ourselves the luxury of becoming consumers of church programs rather
than stewards. Consider the goals of
consumerism versus stewardship:
A consumer looks for present satisfaction; a steward looks for eternal
benefit.
A consumer wants to benefit self;
a steward desires to benefit others.
A consumer wants to build his
own ego; a steward wants to build
the lives of others.
A consumer focuses on the external benefit; a steward focuses on the
internal benefit.
A consumer will be willing to
compromise to meet his own needs; a
steward is consistent in his principles
knowing that God will always be
faithful to those who are obedient.
Consumers expect more of others
and less of self; stewards expect more
of self and less from others.
Let's determine to be good stewards and not just consumers.

Christianity Today, Nov. 11,1991, p. 49.
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Showalter, died Dec. 30. Preceding her in death
were her husband, Earl C. Carroll; her husband
Ralph Rudy; 2 sons; and 9 brothers and sisters.
Surviving are 2 stepdaughters, Fay Gensimore
and Betty McCamant; 7 grandsons; a stepgranddaughter; 12 great-grandchildren; 2 stepgreatgrandchildren; her mother; and 4 sisters, Dorothy
Dick, Lorraine Griffith, Margaret Hammon, and
Ruth Horton. Mabel was a member of the
Sherman's Valley congregation, Pa., and the
Hopewell Area Senior Citizens. Services were
held at the D. Ronald Long Funeral Chapel with
Rev. Ken Mackie officiating.
Thomas: Ruth Thomas, born in 1911, in
Kitchener, Ont., died Dec. 10. Surviving are a
son, George; and two daughters, Georgine and
Dianne. She was a member of the Rosebank congregation, Ont. The funeral was held at Ratz
Bechtel Funeral Home with Rev. Trevor Main
officiating. Interment was in Parkview Cemetery.
Underbill: Bertha Underhill, born Feb. 2,
1895, in Mapleton, Ont., died Jan. 23. Preceding
her in death was her husband, Daniel; 2 daughters, Muriel Fay and Doris Wells; and a son,

Ray. Surviving are 2 daughters, Fern Parker and
Freda McBride; 3 sons, Morley, Blake, and
Ralph; 22 grandchildren; 52 great-grandchildren;
and 25 great-great-grandchildren. She was a
member of the Houghton congregation, Ont. The
funeral service was held at Ostrander's Funeral
Home with Rev. Brian Lofthouse officiating.
Interment was in Tillsonburg Cemetery.
Underhill: Margaret Underhill, born Sept.
25, 1900, in South Wales, died Dec. 30.
Preceding her in death was her husband, Lewis;
a son, Jack; and a grandson, William Shortt.
Surviving are 3 daughters, Jean Roy, Iva Baker,
and Faye Shortt; 17 grandchildren; 35 greatgrandchildren; and 18 great-great-grandchildren.
She was a member of the Houghton congregation, Ont. The funeral was held at Ostrander's
Funeral Home with Clive Olives officiating.
Interment was in Tillsonburg Cemetery.
Weaver: Willis H. Weaver, born Oct. 29,
1899, son of Jonathan R. and Lizzie (Horst)
Weaver, died Jan. 14. Preceding him in death
was his wife, Grace (Herr). Surviving are a son,
Vernon; three daughters, Gladys Applegate,

Edith Greenewalt, and Ruth Anderson; nine
grandchildren; and five great-grandchildren.
Willis was a farmer until 1974. He was an active
member of the Cross Roads congregation, Pa.,
where he was a Sunday school teacher and superintendent, and a vital encourager. Funeral services were held at the Messiah Village Chapel
with Rev. J. Robert Lehman and Rev. P.W.
McBeth officiating; and the Cross Roads church
with Rev. Dale H. Engle and Rev. Allon B.
Dourte officiating. Interment was in the Cross
Roads cemetery.
Werito: Louise Werito, born Mar. 5, 1907,
died Dec. 23. Surviving are six children: Bobby,
Harvey, Thomas, Annabelle, Jane, and Marie.
Louise was one the the first six members of
Navajo Chapel, joining in 1984. She had been an
excellent rug weaver. The funeral was held at the
Navajo Community Center with 500 in attendance, with Rev. Andrew Begaye and Rev. Earl
Nez Begay officiating. Interment was in the
Mission cemetery.
•

QeneraC Conference Information
General Conference will convene at McMaster University,
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, on July 4, 1992, at 1:00 p.m., and
will conclude approximately 3:00 p.m. on Thursday, July 9.
Registration for General Conference
Registration forms are available in the January issue of the
Evangelical Visitor, from your pastor, or by contacting the
convention director (705) 445-6825.
Each person attending day sessions must complete FORM
A (make copies as necessary). FORM C is necessary for university accommodation and meals. FORM B is the registration for airport transportation if needed. FORMS A and C
may be billed out by family grouping (not necessarily individually).
Carefully complete all necessary information and calculations and submit, with payment, by June 5.
Registration for the Pre-Conference
"Bridge to the City"
"Bridge to the City" is a pre-conference event sponsored
by the Board for Brotherhood Concerns, convening at 6:00
p.m. Thursday, July 2, and concluding Friday, July 3 at 7:00
p.m. Registration information appeared in the February
Visitor; registration forms are available from your pastor or
from the Board for Brotherhood Concerns, P.O. Box 246,
Mt. Joy, PA 17552; (717) 653-8251. Please note: if you are
attending "Bridge to the City" and General Conference, you
will register for accommodations and meals for both on
FORMC.
Arrival at General Conference
Registration is scheduled for Friday, July 3, from 2:00
March 1992

p.m. to 10:00 p.m., and Saturday, July 4, from 8:00 a.m. to
noon.
Plan to arrive in sufficient time so you can meet this schedule and give yourself time to orient yourself to your housing
and location of various Conference activities. We suggest you
plan to arrive no later than 10:00 a.m. Saturday.
Display and Exhibit Space
Requests should be sent to Winnie Swalm, Box 103,
Duntroon, Ontario, Canada L0M 1H0. Please suggest the
footage of table space required and whether electrical outlets
are necessary. Rental space per 8 foot table length is $30.
With confirmation of your request we will invoice you for the
total rental cost. (Send no payment with your request.)
Requests for Meeting Rooms
Boards, committees, and agencies may request meeting
rooms or the private dining room to be used during
Conference. Give date, time, and size of group to Winnie
Swalm as soon as possible.

Additional Information about
General Conference
In the January issue of the Visitor we included two
pages of information (pages 15-16). Please clip those
pages and save for future reference. If you need these
pages or any other information, call Winnie Swalm
(705) 445-6825.
Watch future issues of the Visitor for additional
information about General Conference.
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Christian Holiness Association
launches ministry on cable TV
Starting Friday, April 3, 1992 at 1:00
p.m. Eastern Time, and at two other times
each week, the Vision Interfaith Satellite
Network (VISN) will premier al3-part
series entitled "Aflame" featuring the
preaching of Dr. Thomas H. Hermiz, the
president of the Christian Holiness
Association. The series, scheduled to be
telecast April through June, will emphasize the teachings of John Wesley, the
founder of Methodism and the branch of
protestant theology known as Wesleyanism. The sermons were taped at summer
camp meetings and conferences and have
been edited for the 30-minute telecast.
Dr. Hermiz is recognized as an outstanding communicator of Christian holiness.
Telecasts from the VISN network,
through arrangements with local cable
companies, now are available to more

than twelve million homes in North
America. VISN is expanding very rapidly. The constituents of CHA are encouraged to publicize this new ministry, and
to solicit local cable companies to include
VISN among their channel selections.
Colleges, local churches, radio and TV
stations, and others having access to a
satellite dish may receive "Aflame" by
tuning to SATCOM FIR, Transponder
5, at the scheduled time. The program
may be recorded or be re-transmitted if
credit is given to the VISN network.
Prayer is solicited for this new CHA
ministry. Additional information may be
secured from the Christian Holiness
Association, P.O. Box 100, Wilmore,
Kentucky 40390. Telephone, (606) 8584091; FAX (606) 858-4096.
•

THE
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Christian Holiness Association
124th Annual Convention
April 21-23,1992
HARRISBURG HILTON AND TOWERS
One North Second Street
Harrisburg, PA 17101
(717) 233-6000
FAX (717) 233-6271
For more information, contact:

26

Christian Holiness Association
P.O. Box 100
Wilmore, KY 40390
(606) 858-4091
FAX (606) 858-4096

January shipment en route

MCC sending aid
to former USSR
In 1920, when famine followed political upheaval in the then-Soviet Union,
Mennonites in North America created
Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) to
feed people in that country.
Just over 70 years later, political
upheaval in the former Soviet Union has
once again resulted in food shortages and
hunger. How will MCC respond in 1992?
'The needs we see on television are
real," says Mary Raber, MCC secretary
for the former U.S.S.R. "Anyone who has
stood in the food lines knows that life in
this modern hunting-and-gathering society is no joke."
At the same time people in the former
Soviet Union are experiencing shortages,
there are many other critical needs around
the world that MCC is continuing to
respond to—especially life-and-death situations in the developing world. "The
needs in those countries are far greater,"
says Raber. "We are striving to respond
to the former U.S.S.R. without diverting
resources and attention away from these
areas of critical need."
Nevertheless, an aid response from
North America is appropriate. "MCC is
not appealing for additional funds for
Soviet relief because money was budgeted for that purpose this year. All funds
donated for relief in the former U.S.S.R.
will be used, but we intend to apply them
as broadly as possible," says Raber.
For example, MCC sent a container
filled with 4,400 blankets, 3,490 sewing
kits, 4,755 pounds of fabric, 18,200
pounds of soap, 2,520 pounds of MCC
canned beef, and several wheelchairs to
St. Petersburg (formerly Leningrad) in
January. The items will be distributed primarily to the elderly by the St. Petersburg
Charity Society, a group that has previously worked with MCC in an exchange
of mental health professionals.
"We do not want to be locked into distributing goods only, important as that is.
We would also like to be involved in
long-term development, such as improving agriculture and helping develop
small-scale food processing technology,"
says Raber.
One of the best things North American
Christians can do is pray, says Raber.
"People in the former U.S.S.R. are confused and discouraged. They are touched
to know we are remembering them." •
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Messiah

College
News

Students from Philadelphia
campus minister in New York
Twelve students from Messiah's
Philadelphia campus at Temple University spent a week during January Term on
the RUN, that is, Reaching Urban Neigh^^^^
. borhoods in New
^ k
^ ^
York City. Led by
Director of Student Outreach
David Hershberger, who attends
the Cumberland
Valley Brethren in
Christ Church, the
group interacted
with five different
churches while helping feed the homeless and assisting in a shelter. They also
connected with Teen Challenge, a drug
and alcohol rehabilitation center in
Brooklyn.
The purpose of the trip was to make
the students aware of the needs of the
city and challenge their spiritual growth
in the process. According to Hershberger,
"Helping students gain interest in urban
ministries will help us at Messiah prepare for 21st century urban outreach,
where ministries will be in the next ten
years. It's a long-term thing." In addition, he sees Messiah's outreach efforts
growing in their ability to network with

Annual Lecture on Religion
and Society
Dr. Nancy Ammerman, Associate
Professor of the Sociology of Religion at
the Candler School of Theology at Emory
University, will speak for Messiah's
Annual Lecture on Religion and Society
on March 10. An expert on fundamentalism, Dr. Ammerman will speak on
"Fundamentalists and the Discontents of
Modern Life: What They've Taught Us,"
in the morning chapel, and at 7:00 p.m. in
Frey Hall she will speak on "Bible
Believers and Public Life: Fundamentalists, Evangelicals, and the Dilemmas of
Politics."

other ministries through projects such as
this.
As Director of Student Outreach,
Dave helps with any mission projects for
the college by simplifying the familiarization process of the students. He does
this for those students who go on longer
term trips during the summer, as well as
those who work in the Harrisburg area,
working a lot with the student leaders.
January Term at Messiah is a popular
time for students to travel around the
world, as well as across the country, earning credit toward their cross-cultural
requirements. For example, 25 students
followed Dr. Edward Kuhlman and Dr.
Howard Landis on a tour of Greece
where they visited various classical and
Christian sites. In England, Dr. Jay
McDermond and Dr. Steve Hayes led
some 24 students, attending concerts and
theatrical productions on the way. In
Belize, Central America, Dr. Richard
Stevick helped students work with

nationals on volunteer projects while, in
Zimbabwe, Dr. Benjamin Myers camped
with students in a national game park.

Soccer coach recognized
nationally
Messiah College soccer coach Layton
Shoemaker was recently recognized by
the National Soccer Coaches Association
of America for a career of exceptional
service to the sport of soccer. The award
was presented to Shoemaker at the
NSCAA's January 17 Honors Banquet,
which had over 1,800 coaches in attendance from across America.
The NSCAA's letter of commendation was given for Shoemaker's years of
devotion to instructing youth, being a
model of good sportsmanship, good character and good health, and being an
example that has inspired others to excel
as scholars, athletes and fine citizens.
In 18 years at Messiah College,
Shoemaker has compiled a record of 238-

Staley Lecture
Internationally respected author Mary Carter Smith will be the college's Staley
Lecturer this spring. Ms. Smith is a poet, philosopher, historian, and preservationist of the African-American tradition. She is known for her unique style and
enthusiastic storytelling as well. Her works include collections of poetry such as
Town Child, Heart to Heart, and Vibes; an ethnic cookbook, and a multi-ethnic
poster. She also hosts an hourly program on WEAA-FM at Morgan State
University.
According to campus chaplain Eldon Frey, Ms. Smith "has a true heart for
God." Her only son was murdered in 1978, leaving her full of hatred. However,
she testifies that "it wasn't long before I realized that I couldn't call myself a
Christian and hate the woman who killed my son."
Ms. Smith will present an evening "lecture" of song, poetry, and drama, and
will visit classes as a guest lecturer during her March 31-April 1 stay at the college.
March 1992

27

MCC position open
MCC seeks applicants to fill
three overseas program management positions. Responsibilities
include continent-wide program
planning, implementation and oversight, budgeting, problem solving.
Administrative experience required;
previous MCC experience in the
continent preferred. The position
and opening dates are:
Area secretary for Latin
America and CaribbeanFebruary 1992
Area Secretary for East AsiaMay 1992
Area Secretary for EuropeJune 1992
If interested, contact Bill
Loewen, MCC Director of Personnel, at 21 South 12th Street,
P.O. Box 500, Akron, PA 175010500.

Position Opening
Director of Field Education
needed at Eastern Mennonite
Seminary beginning fall 1993. Fulltime position including half time in
field education and other teaching
or administrative assignments to
be negotiated.
Responsibilities include oversight of field education and internships. Doctor's degree in a related
field and experience in pastoral
ministry and supervision required.
Must be committed to the Anabaptist/Mennonite faith perspective
and support the philosophy and
mission of Eastern Mennonite
Seminary. Women and minorities
are urged to apply. Send resume to
Dean's Office, Eastern Mennonite
Seminary, Harrisonburg, VA
22801-2462.

Eleventh Annual

Heritage Service

Historic Ringgold
Meetinghouse

June 7, 1992
3:00 p.m.
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73-24, and during 24 years at the college
level has compiled a 291-102-30 record.
During his tenure at Messiah, Shoemaker
has been NCAA Division III National
Coach of the Year in 1986, and NCAA
Division III Regional Coach of the year
in 1983, 1986, and 1988.
The Falcons under his leadership were
NCAA semi-finalists in 1986 and 1988,
made it to the quarterfinals in 1982, to the
first round in 1983 and 1991, and have

been consistently ranked among the top
20 teams in the nation. During the 1980s
Messiah had the 13th best winning percentage in all divisions of NCAA soccer.
A 1965 graduate of The King's
College, Shoemaker received his doctorate from Indiana University in 1981. He,
his wife Garie, and their two sons reside
in Dillsburg, Pa., and attend the
Grantham Brethren in Christ Church.

African Children's Choir helps Messiah celebrate Black History month

The African Children's Choir had an
encore performance at Messiah College
on Friday, Feb. 28, as part of the college's celebration of Black History
month. An overflow crowd witnessed the
choir's first performance at Messiah in
the fall of 1990, and as soon as they left
many wanted to know when they would
be back.
The reason is that the African
Children's Choir is not your average
singing ensemble. A group of African
children from age 5 through 12, many
have lost one or both parents, and some
are the children of Christian martyrs.
They performed a wide variety of songs.
Delightful African tunes were accompanied by drums and ethnic instrumentation. Also included in the program were
well-loved children's songs, popular
gospel tunes, and hand-clapping, traditional spirituals. The emotionally stirring
concert was musically produced by Tom
Keene, internationally recognized
arranger, conductor, pianist, and guitarist.
Ambassadors of Aid, the organization
that brought the choir to North America,

has been working among Uganda's
orphans and disadvantaged children since
September 1984, when the First African
Children's Choir arrived in Vancouver.
Since Idi Amin's reign of terror, hundreds of thousands of Ugandan children
have been parentless, and over 200 of
these are now in Ambassadors of Aid's
care.
Applauded by more than 800 churches since 1984, the African Children's
Choir has appeared in civic auditoriums,
and on television and radio broadcasts
such as "Focus On The Family" with Dr.
James Dobson, "Hour of Power" with
Robert Schuller, CBS "60 Minutes," and
Moody and Trinity Broadcasting
Networks. They have also performed
with the Vancouver Symphony, at
Disneyland and Disneyworld, at
McDonald's Corporation's "Gospelfest,"
and on Lou Rawl's Parade of Stars
telethon. In Europe they've sung at the
Edinburgh Music Festival Hall, for the
BBC, and in concert with Roger
Whittaker.
•
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On giving thanks
for everything
Sometimes Scripture passages that
I've heard and read for years leap out and
call for a new look. One such passage is
in Ephesians 5: "Sing and make music in
your heart to the Lord, always giving
thanks to God the Father for everything
" The first part of the sentence is
non-threatening (who has a problem with
singing and music-making?), but it's that
second part that is disturbing—"always
giving thanks. . . for everything." Who
really does that? And, more to the point,
why would we even want to be thankful
about everything that happens to us?
These are superlative words from
which there appears to be no escape.
"Always" and "everything" don't offer
any "yes, buts" or exceptions to the rule.

This seems to be one of those problematic biblical statements which sound good
and right and which we want to follow,
but which most of us don't take literally.
And if we don't interpret and apply it literally, what does it mean?
Why should I be thankful when my
son is harassed for no good reason by
older kids in the mall, or when my daughter is physically threatened by a former
boyfriend? Should the parents of a child
with inoperable cancer be thankful? How
can children be thankful when a sibling
loses control and murders the parents? Is
an abused spouse really supposed to be
thankful when he or she is beaten or
humiliated? Should the survivors of an
earthquake be thankful that their homes
were destroyed and most of their family
members killed? Why should innocent
civilians be thankful for a war that caused
such devastation that they now have no
home or food or safe drinking water?

/he ]AAj of'peace
In 1982, General Conference adopted
a resolution endorsing the Peace Tax
Fund, a piece of proposed legislation in
the United States which would permit
conscientious objectors to war to allocate
the military portion of their federal
income tax to peaceful purposes. (Similar
legislation is also being proposed in
Canada and other countries.) Since 1982,
the Brethren in Christ Church has been
officially listed as one of the Peace Tax
Fund's endorsing organizations. Because
of that continuing connection, it is appropriate that Brethren in Christ individuals
and congregations join in the plans to
provide testimony to Congress this
spring.
For the first time since the legislation
was introduced in the mid-1970s, the
Peace Tax Fund bill will have a hearing
before the House Ways and Means subcommittee on Select Revenue Measures.
This is a major milestone in the progress
March 1992

toward passage of the legislation. The
National Campaign for a Peace Tax Fund
has suggested a number of things that
individuals can do to help in this process
this spring.
1. Write a one-page letter to the House
Ways and Means Committee expressing
your reasons as a conscientious objector
to war for not wanting to help pay for
war. This letter should be sent to the
Peace Tax Fund office (because they are
collecting a packet of written testimony),
but should be addressed to the Ways and
Means Committee.
2. If you live within easy driving distance of Washington, DC, consider
attending the hearing in person. The
Peace Tax Fund office says that "a
packed hearing room is a good way to
get all members of the congressional
panel to attend the hearing." It also
speaks to the importance of the legislation. Ask the PTF office to inform you of

What is there to be thankful for in those
circumstances?
I suppose one can be a Pollyanna in
such situations: I can be thankful my son
wasn't beaten or my daughter had the
sense to get out of the relationship when
she did; parents can be thankful for caring
health professionals, painkilling drugs,
and the prospect of meeting their child
in eternity; children can be thankful for
the good heritage their parents left them;
a spouse can be thankful the abuse isn't
any worse, or that he or she has a place to
live; earthquake survivors can be grateful
they survived; innocent civilians can be
thankful that the war accomplished its
primary objective. These are probably all
genuine reasons to be thankful, but I
don't think they are natural responses,
and they are often beside the point in the
immediate pain of the situation.
Furthermore, requiring thankfulness crecontinued on the next page

a column for
Christian peacemakers

the exact time and date of the hearing
when it has been announced.
3. Write to your Congressional
Representative to urge him or her to
attend the hearing, explaining why this
is an important issue to you.
Testifying on behalf of Peace Tax
Fund legislation is one way to witness to
the Christian way of peace. Increasingly,
our governments need our money more
than they need our bodies to wage war;
this legislation extends the historic idea of
conscientious objection to war to the use
of our tax dollars as well. For more information, write to the National Campaign
for a Peace Tax Fund, 2121 Decatur
Place NW, Washington DC 20008.

The Way of Peace column is a project
of the Board for Brotherhood Concerns.
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ates guilt on top of everything else
because feelings don't match what we're
told they ought to be.
It seems a little much to expect people
to be able to give thanks always for
everything. Some things are simply too
awful or too wrong to elicit thanksgiving. And in the heat or pain of the
moment, stopping to give thanks feels
like denying the pain or the wrong, pretending it doesn't exist—and denial eventually catches up with us in negative
ways.
Our need as Christians is to be able to
interpret the Bible so that we are in fact
following it. To do that with difficult passages like this one, we either rationalize
or twist the Bible to suit our interpretations, or we try to convince ourselves that
we are in fact doing what the Scripture
says. I wonder if the latter doesn't happen

Readers may correspond with
both Phoebe and Onesimus by
writing to them c/o the Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550.

with this thing of giving thanks—we go
through all kinds of emotional contortions to prove that we're thankful even
though deep inside we really don't feel
thankful at all.
I believe that God wants us to be
thankful for many things, but I also
believe God wants us to be honest and
not pretend to have feelings we don't. I
don't know how literally we are meant to
take many passages in Scripture, including this one about always giving thanks

for everything; I do know that this is a
hard one for me (and I suspect it is for
others as well).
Perhaps the example of the difference
between the optimist and the pessimist is
helpful: the optimist says that the glass is
half full, while the pessimist says it's half
empty. They're both right, but perhaps
the optimist comes closer to the model
given us in Ephesians. While in the midst
of a bad situation, most of us are probably
kidding ourselves if we say we are genuinely thankful for what is happening,
but in hindsight it is almost always possible to see that good things can come
out of truly awful situations, that God can
use tragedy for good. All things considered, maybe the glass really is half full.
Perhaps that's the spirit in which we are
to read and apply this call to constant and
all-encompassing thankfulness.
•

WBMUg
Dear Paul,
Last month, an itinerant preacher came
through town. Brother Flagellantus
preached rousing sermons calling upon
the brotherhood to evangelize the city.
He and several of the local elders organized seminars on how to use the "IV
Spiritual Laws" and the "Roman Road."
Everyone was moved, but not to action.
Let's face it, our own individual failure at
converting the members of our own families has resulted in a sense that winning
the lost must be "someone else's job."
Brother Flagellantus left town triumphant
at having conducted such well-attended

gatherings, and we settled into a deeper
sense of our own failure.
Then two weeks ago, my daughter fell
ill. The physicians could do nothing for
her, and her condition only worsened. We
were at our wits' end; when, after reading
the new scroll we received from brother
James, we brought her before the church
and they prayed for her and anointed her
with oil. Praise God; the next day, she
was well!
I just couldn't contain myself at the
shop the next day, and before I knew it, I
was telling my co-workers how Jesus had

Contributions invited for
Dialogue and Readers Respond
Persons contributing to Readers Respond (letters to the editor) are
encouraged to be concise. Letters may be shortened. All letters must be
signed. Occasionally we may decide to withhold names due to special circumstances.
Longer contributions are welcomed for Dialogue, a forum for readers to
express their opinions on a broad range of topics relevant to the mission of
the church and to living the Christian life.
Each article or letter represents the view of the writer, and do not necessarily reflect the official position or policy of the Brethren in Christ
Church or this periodical.
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healed my daughter. Some laughed at me,
calling it a coincidence, but it didn't
diminish my joy. And then a strange
thing happened. Antiochus and Quartus,
two men who have never shown an interest in the Way, asked if I would pray for
them.... Antiochus' daughter is sick too
and Quartus's wife recently left him.
We've started a prayer group and are
reading a copy of your letter to the
Christians in Galatia.
I see now that our problem was neither
lack of desire nor a need to develop a
smoother sales technique. The problem
is that we are to be witnesses, and many
of us have not witnessed anything—or
what we have witnessed is so old, it is
stale, even to us!
When my little girl was sick, God
pushed me to the edge of my faith and
met me there. Now I see one of the reasons for your imprisonment. It is as you
say, "God working things for good" by
giving you something to share, and people with whom to share.
I see now that the prayer of an evangelist is not change them—but change
me! I am praying that Jesus would lead
me to the edge and meet me there, so that
what I share continues to be new, exciting
and real.
Your son in the faith,
Onesimus
Evangelical Visitor

'diPorial
Things have been quite busy in the editorial offices since
Christmas, and there's much yet to do by early spring if we're
to get all of our projects into print in time for General Conference. Among the items we're working on: a novel by Lois
Raser; two Spanish books (translations of Helen John's Life
With God: Love in Action and Morris Sider's Who Are The
Brethren in Christ?); revisions of Norman Bert's Adventure in
Discipleship and two chapters in On Being Brethren in Christ,
an anthology of Christmas plays for congregations; a 13-session adult elective by Harriet Bicksler on social issues; and a
Foundation Series/Youth elective by Ken Letner on Christian
family living.
All of this, of course, is in addition to the monthly publication of the Visitor and a host of other editorial duties.
What's more, we're gearing up to begin work with three
other denominations on a new children's Sunday school curriculum. The first writers' orientation is in two weeks (and I
don't have my presentation ready yet!)
Although I am writing this column on February 14, the
phrase "March madness" springs to mind. On the bright side:
several of these projects are at (or near) page-proof stage, so
there is some hope we will survive to see April showers,
May flowers....
Evangelism and discipleship are the twin priorities of the
Brethren in Christ Church for the next five years. A gathering
of some 80 church leaders at Kenbrook Bible Camp last fall
affirmed the dual emphasis, although the recommended slogan, "Meet Jesus, Make Friends," received far less than rave
reviews. (Some participants said it sounded like a VBS theme,
while one wag suggested it suited a Christian dating service.)
In reality, whether we adore the slogan or feel it doesn't quite
meet our needs, we cannot escape the mandate of the gospel
to win and to disciple others. And regarding the slogan, one
might paraphrase the Apostle Paul's concluding comment to
the Philippians about the motivation of his accusers, "But
what does it matter? The important thing is that in every
way, whether with this theme or another, Christ is preached.
And because of this I rejoice."
Across North America, bishops and church leaders met
with congregational representatives in 25 equipping semi-
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nars to develop down-to-earth plans for each church to better
implement the Great Commission in their local communities.
Two goals have been focused: (1) every pastor and congregation develop a specific five-year plan for evangelism by
June 30, 1992; and (2) every pastor and congregation have a
plan to receive and equip persons to become obedient to God
and responsible members of their congregations (also to be
initiated by June 30, 1992).
In the last several years the church has developed resources
to help reach these goals. Among them are The Secret of the
Harvest, by Warren Hoffman, which will help a congregation
develop strategies for evangelism that "fit" its personality,
plus various other pieces which will help in the process of
evangelism. The three books in the Life With God series—
Basics for New Christians, Love in Action, and Being the
Church—are designed to assist in the discipling process,
from the very first stages of the Christian life up through a
church membership class. (For more information, call
Evangel Publishing House, 1-800-253-9315, and ask for the
Literature for Living catalog.)
The Visitor has printed, and will continue to publish, articles which relate to the twin topics of evangelism and discipleship. Recent articles in this vein include "If it is teaching,
let them teach" (January), "Fishing with the Master" (February), and "Is your church open for business?", "How to
grow a Sunday school" and Onesimus (in this issue).
We are looking for Brethren in Christ photographers who
are interested in contributing to the ministry of the church by
way of photography. Projects include the annual Brethren in
Christ Family Activities Calendar, along with periodicals,
books, and curriculum published by the church.
If you are interested in contributing to the Family Activity
Calendar, you may contact Barbara Day, 4924 Sherkston
Road, Ridgeway, Ontario, Canada LOS 1N0. Telephone (416)
894-0778.
You may also send a few samples of your work (please, not
more than 10 black and white 8" x 10" prints) with your
name and address to the editor, Box 166, Nappanee, IN
46550. Photographs will be returned.
G
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Swimming
upstream
by R. Donald Shafer
Many pleasant memories of my childhood were formed during the summer
days spent on my Uncle Paul and Aunt
Maggie's farm. A special recollection is
learning to swim. One of the rewards of
weeding the "truck patch" (vegetable garden) was the afternoon cool dip in a nearby creek. It was there I first learned to
swim. I soon discovered that it was easy
to go with the flow but really difficult to
swim upstream against the current. I also
learned that any object full of air will
float downstream. This is true of persons
as well as boats.
We who are called by Christ to serve
the present age really need to go against
the current culture. Many are the
Scriptures that call us to separation,
denial, and sacrifice (Luke 9:23, John
17:14-18, 2 Corinthians 6:14-17).
In light of a number of trends and
events, I propose there are some currents
that we who love the church should
aggressively counter rather than float
along with the drift of our society.
First, we need to focus on the congregation as a keystone of the denomination.
We should see the local church as the
basic unit of the whole church. The whole
church is primarily local, and we must
take it seriously. Some float along with
the individualism of our culture and deny
their connections. This is to "throw the
baby out with the bath" syndrome. It is
popular to decry denominations, but to
deny their value is to cut off important
family ties in God's larger body. If we are
serious about living a Christ-like faith
that confronts our culture, then we'd best
value our church family covenants.
Indeed, we need to prioritize ministry at
the local church. Also, we need our
church schools, institutions, world missions, relief agencies, periodicals, train-

ing, etc., that strengthen our vision and
ministries. We need both the congregation and a larger church connection.
Second, we should find solutions
rather than place blame. Those who
don't take the congregation seriously
blame someone or some other source. A
couple of easy targets these days are
bureaucracies and structures. That isn't
to say we shouldn't critique those nor
blame congregations for the faults of the
denominational failures, but the truth of
the matter is that the local church is
where the action is. If it doesn't happen at
the congregation, then the life of faith is
a sham. In our own church family it is
easier to blame an organizational change
or structural frame than it is to creatively
suggest a solution. This is definitely an
upstream struggle. Our whole cultural
accent is to blame rather than bless, to
criticize rather than construct. Such easy
sentiment is usually based on feelings
rather than facts.
A third stroke upstream that needs
emphasis is to have faith in pastors and
other designated leaders. One of our
North American sports is to undercut and
weaken leadership. If we don't take the
congregation seriously, we won't take
pastors and other leaders seriously. Our
best consultants are our own pastors and
leaders. Yet, we turn to outside specialists
to somehow address needs that we
already are equipped to handle. Our own
family network may be better prepared
than we perceive. Anyone knows that
those cancer patients who survive don't
leave it all up to doctors. They need to
accept challenges and rely on the support
and care of their own familiar friends and
family. This includes the prayer and support of the whole church. Congregations
that are whole and healthy understand
their own resources and networks. They
give and share without worrying about
what they get back. Both pastors and
other leaders can magnify and globalize
ministry when trust levels are high. But in
our day, it is easy to drift with the current
craze of targeting leaders rather than sup-

porting one another in building the kingdom of God.
A fourth effort that is also upstream is
to forget the past and bless the present.
We've always had the "good ol' days"
drift that allows us to wallow in the
eddies of memories rather than strong,
directed strokes that take us forward. One
example of this is to moan about the loss
in evangelism. The truth is, we barely got
our own children converted through the
rituals of revival. We are doing better
today when congregations take seriously
who are being "left out" or lost. If it is
children or the elderly, and we need child
care or ramps, those are local church
issues. The only way to do evangelism is
just do it within the congregational context. We can put up new signs, build bigger facilities, take pies to newcomers,
pave parking lots, etc., but sooner rather
than later someone has to ask those outside the church to come in. No amount of
crusades or videos will replace the local
church member being a responsible agent
of good news. Surely, every now and
then, we are inspired at a growth dinner,
and a regional or General Conference
group helps us in ministry, but mostly it is
someone in the present reality of a congregation actually doing the work of ministry. We are all ministers, and some are
set aside for particular functions
(Ephesians 4:11-13). We will have to go
against the current and forget past patterns and seek new ways to be alive in
Christ for our generation.
For this, we need to encourage each
other to swim with strength and choose
deliberately to go against the current.

R. Donald Shafer is
General Secretary of
the Brethren in Christ
Church and currently
lives in Upland, Calif.
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