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It was 10:45. Time for the sermon. 
"The message is from Matthew 

28:19-20. You can follow along on 
your monitor." 

Like most ministers, Pastor Bob 
purchased sermons from LifeText, 
Inc. The voice simulator matched the 
electronic transcription to his speech 
patterns. Then he spent many hours in 
the studio shaping the holographic 
image to fit the words—appropriate 
hand gestures, facial expressions, 
pauses, modulations, etc. He would 
also mold the hologram in other 
ways, like taking off a few pounds 
around the waist and thickening the 
hair on top. 

LifeText offered numerous ser
mons on the Great Commission. But 
Pastor Bob loved this subject, and 
preferred taking extra time to com
pose the message himself. With so 
much to say, he far overshot the stan
dard LifeText length of ten minutes. 

Christ's commission had guided 
Christians for over 20 centuries. Part 
had been accomplished: the gospel 
had been taken to every nation; the 
Bible had been translated into every 
language. But the task of making dis
ciples would never end. Billions still 
needed Christ. 

Up front, Pastor Bob's carefully-
shaped hologram began talking about 
reaching the lost. The real Pastor Bob 
reclined in his booth and closed his 
eyes. 

He thought of the Burkstroms, two 
old-fashioned pillars in a very modern 
church. He thought of Mark and 
Carol, wanting to do what's right. He 
thought of his parishioners in Uganda. 
Of Ellen and the others in FriendNet. 
Of Boris in Russia. And of his many 
pastoral colleagues praying for him 
through ShepherdNet. 

It was great being part of such an 
important, unchanging cause. • 

Steve Dennie edits The United Brethren 
magazine. 
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Model Teacher 
by Marti Watson Garlett 

In Our Children Are Dying, Nat 
Hentoff tells of Dr. Elliott Shapiro, 
principal of a school in the inner city. 
While the children of his school can 
run and laugh and play, Dr. Shapiro 
sees beyond their show of external 
life into inner death. "It's not like 
being killed by a car," he says. 
"There's no blood on them, and 

because there is no visible injury, 
nobody in the middle class is aghast 
at the sight. Nobody gets really 
involved . . . [but] thousands and 
thousands of children in this city have 
been dying because their brain cells 
have never been fully brought to life." 

If even some children of this nation 
are "dying," that is cause for national 

concern. These children embody the 
future of all we hold dear. Every 
value-rooted ideology is but a short 
generation away from extinction. 
Beyond national concern, though, 
must be Christian concern, if even 
some of the children of this nation are 
dying. And it is a national shame if 
Christians are not concerned. 
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