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Be honest—is this
how you sometimes feel?

I don't love you
that much
by Joan Martin

I turned around to look at the
person behind me in church. "God
loves you and so do I," I mimicked. 1
felt foolish and the empty words
sounded insincere. Why did I have
to repeat them just because the pastor suggested it?
As I turned my attention back to
the service I wondered what I would
do if someone asked me for my help
after church. I had a busy afternoon
and the last thing I wanted to do was
to give time to someone else. How
many times I had said insincere sentences like that and never been challenged. Even the slogans and bumper
stickers I'd seen began to bring
thoughts of guilt. What I had just
said to the woman behind me was a
serious offer to help if she needed it.
As the pastor began his sermon 1
remembered the day someone passed
me in his car. His bumper sticker
said, "Honk if you love Jesus." I
wondered how he would react if I
had done that.

Pontius'
Puddle

Leaving church that morning I
didn't look around again. I hurried
from the building and saw a friend
standing on the steps. "How are
you?" I asked. She gave the expected
reply, "Fine, thanks." Her reply
started me thinking how often people had asked me that. One day as I
shopped at a large mall I had been
asked that question about ten times.
I remember wanting to shout, "If
you're really interested, 111 tell you."
At the time my father lay very ill
1,000 miles away and I was flying
back and forth often. I was tired and
discouraged, knowing his death was
imminent. I walked quickly to my
car determined never to ask that
question unless I was ready to listen
to the answer.
How often I had heard preachers
give sermons from 1 Corinthians 13:
"Though I speak in the tongues of
men and of angels, but have not
love, I am only a resounding gong or
a clanging cymbal." Was I as shal-
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low as I felt? I realized my love often
extended to people only when I felt
like it or had time to give.
A woman had come to me during
the time of a death in our church. "If
I can help anytime, just ask me," she
said. Later I phoned to ask for food
for the dinner after the funeral. Her
reply then was, "Well, I'm terribly
busy now. See if you can find someone else and if you can't, call me
again." I thought, "I'll do it myself
before IH call her again."
Though the church talks repeatedly of love, and we all agree to its
importance, most of us are hoping
we won't have to extend ourselves
too much to love. Yet, when we do, it
is we who receive the blessing.
I had just returned from vacation
and had planned my day with errands
and catch-up work. The phone rang,
a friend calling who had broken her
leg and needed a ride to the doctor.
She was divorced and alone. I agreed
to come, and in between rides to and
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f r o m the doctor I finished my errands. Though I still had much to do
that afternoon, there was a warmth
in my heart in helping someone else.
We even took time for lunch. I knew
that was the kind of love Jesus
speaks about and modeled for us.
James 2:14-16 says: "Dear brothers, what's the use of saying that you
have faith and are Christians if you
aren't proving it by helping others?
Will that kind of faith save anyone?
If you have a friend who is in need of
food and clothing, and you say to
him, 'Well, good-bye and God bless
you; stay warm and eat hearty,' and
then don't give him clothes or food,
what good does that do?" (Living
Bible).
The cliches I'd been using in my
Christian walk often lacked the ring
of truth. I suspected others had seen
it in me and in themselves. How
meaningless my words were if I did
nothing to prove my caring.
I had received a button for my
coat somewhere which said, "God
first, you second, me third." I decided
I did not need buttons, bumper
stickers, or spoken promises as to
how great my love was. My walk
needed to be as good as my talk. So,
the next time I was asked to turn
around in a worship service and say
words I'd not thought out, I simply
said to the person, "I'm so glad you
came today. If you want to know
more about our church, I'd love to
talk with you after the service." I
meant every word. And if I offered
my help in driving or anything else, I
now wait until I am ready to follow
through.
I also recognize there will be times
when because of other commitments
I may be unable to help. I don't
allow myself to feel guilty about
that. With God's help I try to say
only that which I am prepared to
carry out with sincerity and a smile.
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the standing
dcr
test
by Ray L. Bailey

"Honey, please take out the trash
. . . Did you hear me? I said, please
take out the trash!"
"Sorry, dear, 1 was watching football and didn't hear you."

Has this happened at your house?
It is so much a part of our lives we
often ignore the fact that it happens
regularly. Perhaps we can let it happen at our house, but there is another
house where it should never occur—
the Lord's House.
When Jesus spoke to the Israelites
with parables, he made a cryptic
comment, "He who has ears, let him
hear"(Matthew 13:9). He then refers
to the eyes when he says, "This is
why 1 speak to them in parables:
though seeing, they do not see;
though hearing, they do not hear or
understand" (Matthew 13:13).
A further explanation Christ gives
(quoting from Isaiah 6:9-10) shows
that he is really after the connection
of the senses to the higher thinking
functions of the brain.
" You will be ever hearing,
but never understanding;
you will be ever seeing but never
perceiving.
For this people's heart has become
calloused;
they hardly hear with their ears,
and they have closed their eyes.
Otherwise they might see with
their eyes,
hear with their ears,
understand with their hearts
and turn, and I would heal
them.' "
(Matthew 13:14, 15)
Ray Bailey lives in Redlands, Calif., and is
a member of the Alta Loma Brethren in
Christ Church.

Jesus was indicating that the reason the Jews didn't turn to him, even
after he told them stories to illustrate
the kingdom and salvation, was that
they were not looking for the truth.
They heard what was going on, but
didn't want to understand. They had
disconnected the connection between
the brain and their eyes and ears.
We, too, are often unconsciously
selective in what we hear and see. In
today's noisy world, we often "turn
o f f ' the sound to ignore what we
don't want to hear: commercials on
TV, the kids in the other room, or
the wife or husband that comes
home and is "tuned out." We all
know how to tune out. In fact, we're
so good at it, we often do it out of
habit, at the wrong times and for the
wrong reasons.
Sunday morning we can be just
like the rest of the world—we can
just float through worship letting the
words go "in one ear and out the
other." It is the malaise of the age
that often infects us. We want to just
settle in and enjoy the service, letting
the music and the words sort of
"soak in." We feel that we can wallow in the worship, not thinking,
and let the Word "soak" through the
skin, without really understanding
what is said. We mistakenly think
that God will bless us just because
we are there and "hear" the service.
But did the Jews "hear" Jesus?
We should remember what we
have learned in school. If you have
learned (using eyes and ears as well
as writing) and understand the material, you will remember it. That is
why we take tests—so we can measure what we've learned. We extol
the virtues of continuing education,
and keeping up with "the state of the
art" in our world, but somehow

ignore it in the relationship most
important to us.
Moreover, we should turn that
carefully cultivated deafness toward
the things that we should be deaf and
blind to. How often is it that we hear
the hurtful, see evil or the sexually
stimulating, and let it go through the
connection between the ears and
eyes and into the brain? As individuals we all have that one particular
area of temptation in which we are
sensitive. We hear or see something
and it goes to the brain like a jolt of
electricity. In fact, sometimes we
welcome the visual or aural temptation because we can use it as an
excuse—"It just came in by itself.
I'm not deaf you know!" Yet the
sermon can slide through without
connecting.
We are obligated to train ourselves to understand what we hear
and see, and with that understanding learn to judge what we should
hear. It takes a conscious effort to do
this. Educators tell us that learning is
a habit. One of the goals of elementary teaching is to develop patterns
of hearing and seeing that lend themselves to understanding. If you read
something, hear it out loud, and
write it down, there is a connection
made to the memory. Then when the
fact is related to another fact already
resident in memory, you remember
it. This takes thinking it over—
understanding. Once these connections are made, the item is locked
into our memory ready for recall
when needed. In addition, if we learn
to recognize we are hearing something we don't need to hear, we can
consciously tune it out.
For example, as a school bus
driver for a number of years, I learned
to "tune out" the noise of the students while driving. I heard only the
things that were unusual, like fighting and teasing. But I didn't learn to
tune out the noise by listening to it
and trying to ignore it. Instead I
learned by habitually concentrating
on the road and my driving. The
process of actively thinking about
driving soon put the unwanted noise
into the background.
When we dwell on things presented to us, they affect us. If we can
4
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develop the habit of immediately
judging what is presented, then we
can turn off what is undesirable by
concentrating on other things of
value.
What are these other things? We
know the answer—Christ. Why does
Paul exhort us to pray continually?
Not only to honor God, but to give
us something to do that will distract
us f r o m the the surrounding "noise."
Why should we "hide the Word in
our hearts"? T o give the brain something substantial to listen to when
the incoming information to the ears
and eyes is "noise."
As a church body, let's take "The
Understanding Test." It is very sim-

ple. Do you remember what was
taught in Sunday school, or preached
from the pulpit last Sunday? Is the
information you heard locked into
your memory ready for recall? Do
you have eyes and ears that were
connected to your understanding?
" What was sown on good soil is
the man who hears the word and
understands it. He produces a
crop, yielding a hundred, sixty, or
thirty times what was sown "(Matthew 13:23).
Let's take the test of understanding. Let's be fruitful. Let's hear and
see and understand.

The Understanding Test
Answer each of these Yes or No questions.
(Be honest, remember the Everlasting Teacher is watching!)
Yes

•
•
•
•

No

•
•
•
•

1.
2.
3.
4.

•

•

5.

•

•

6.

•

•

7.

•

•

8.

•

•

9.

•

•

10.

Score:
Number of

Do you remember last Sunday's sermon topic?
Do you recall the Scripture used last Sunday?
Do you write down the points of the sermon?
Do you connect sermon ideas to things you
already know?
Do you remember the sermon topic of two
weeks ago?
Do you remember what was prayed during the
pastoral prayer?
Do you review your sermon notes sometime the
following week?
Do you recall prayer requests or special
information?
Do you recall other sermons on the same
topic?
Do you remember the last commitment to God
you made during the last commitment/altar time
(no matter how long ago!)?

" y p s " a n s w p r s y 1f) =

90-100

"A"

70-90

"B"

50-60
30-40

"C"
"D"

0-20

"F"

Excellent! You are probably a budding
minister.
Listening well on Sunday —try some followup during the week.
Ask yourself questions about the sermon.
Getting enough sleep?
Try writing down sermon points.
Check with your Pastor!
See the next column for suggestions
to improve your score and your life!
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Tips for
improving
your score
Here are several steps you can
take to increase your understanding and retention of the sermons.
Whether you use these suggestions, or some of your own, the
idea is to stimulate consistent
awareness.
1. Use the worship and prayer
times to prepare your heart before
God. We all know this, but it
bears repeating. Ask the Holy
Spirit to enable you to remember
what is important.
2. Carry writing implements in
your Bible along with spare note
paper (you can't always depend
on empty space in the bulletin).
3. Write down the sermon
points. If the pastor provides the
points in the bulletin, fill in the
subpoints.
4. Ask yourself questions: "How
does this apply to me?" "Do I
really believe this?" "Where in
Scripture have I heard this before?"
5. Connect the subject with
things you already know. "Yes, I
have heard this before.""Yes, This
has happened to me."
6. Review your notes on the
sermon at some time during the
following week. Quiz yourself on
the material. (Perhaps a review at
your weekly Bible study or following week's Sunday school class.)
7. Respond to the Pastor about
the sermon. Express what you remember, what struck you as important, or even if it was boring!
(Pastors need feedback to evaluate their performance too!)
8. Make use of commitment
times to cement what you have
heard with the Lord.
9. Discuss the sermon with
others after church. It can be a
more edifying conversation than
the weather.
10. Above all, remember that
you have come to a church service
out of a sense of relationship with
God, not just out of duty. That
ought to keep you awake!

5
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When NOT
to build
When a church builds for
ong reasons, the true work
of the church suffers
.by Ray Bowman, with Eddy Hall

W

hen a young, growing
church in suburban Philadelphia asked me to design them a thousand-seat sanctuary,
that's exactly what I expected to do.
They had called me for the usual
reasons: their sanctuary was full and
they were running out of Sunday
school space. It was time to build.
My wife Sally and I, working as a
team, met with the church board for
four hours on a Saturday morning
to get all the information we could.
During the next several days we
scrutinized the church's facility usage,
finances and ministries. With additional input from the church growth
committee, we developed a comprehensive plan to accommodate the
church's growth.
The next Saturday, we presented
our report to the board. Sally and I
were no less surprised by what we
felt we had to recommend than they
must have been: "What you really
need to build," I announced, "is a
storage building."
Had the church invited me a year
Ray and Sally Bowman of McCall, Idaho,
work as a consulting team to help churches
grow through coordinated planning of ministries, finances and facilities. Eddy HalI is a
free-lance writer from Goessel, Kan.

earlier, my response would have
been completely different. I would
have designed them a thousand-seat
sanctuary and cheered them on.
"The building will bring more people
to Christ," I'd have said. "Its beauty
will draw you closer to God. People
will notice you're here and that
you're an important part of the
community."
During 23 years of designing
church buildings, I had heard all
these statements and more from pastors and church boards. For 23
years, I'd seen no reason not to
accept their assumption that bigger
buildings translated into greater
ministry.
But then Sally and I began church
consulting work. It was this new hat
I was wearing—consultant rather
than a r c h i t e c t — t h a t made the
difference.
As an architect, my job had been
to design the kind of building the
church people expected. As consultants, Sally and I had studied this
fast-growing church through new
eyes and come to a startling conclusion: A major building program at
that time would in all likelihood stop
the church's growth and create
financial bondage for years to come.
As we've consulted with scores of

churches in the six years since our
Philadelphia trip, we have identified
factors that indicate whether construction will help or hinder the
church in carrying out its mission.
They fall into three areas.
Seek other alternatives

First, a church should not build
when a better alternative is available. As Sally and I studied the Philadelphia church, we agreed at once
that it had a space problem. At its
rate of growth, the congregation
would soon be bigger than their
worship space. Between Sunday
school and their Christian school,
their educational space was full. They
had no room for additional staff
offices. Building was the obvious
solution.
But the wrong one. "I found a
room filled with missionary boxes,"
I told the board. "Now those boxes
don't need heat. They don't need
lighting. They don't need windows
or carpet, do they?" We recommended a low-cost storage and
maintenance building to free up existing space for educational use.
"This barn on your property is a
historic structure," I told them. "It's
worth preserving. But you're not getting good use out of it." Then we
Evangelical
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discussed how they could remodel it
into a gymnasium, kitchen, and educational space at half the cost of a
comparable new structure. "You can
meet your needs for worship space
for years to come," I went on, "without the tremendous commitment of
time, energy, and money involved in
building a new sanctuary." The wall
between the existing sanctuary and
foyer could be removed to enlarge
their worship area. A modest addition could provide them with a new,
larger foyer, one that would make it
practical to hold two Sunday morning services, immediately doubling
their worship seating capacity. The
new addition could also house the
office space they would soon need
for their growing staff.
Finally, we suggested they replace
the fixed worship seating with moveable seating. For the comparatively
low cost of new seating, the church
could use the largest single space in
their building for a wide range of
activities—space that would otherwise lie useless for all but a few hours
a week.
The church accepted the suggestions, completing their remodeling
and modest construction projects
within a couple of years. From 350
people at the time of our visit, the
church has kept reaching the unchurched, and now, six years later, is
running 850.
What would have happened if the
church had moved ahead with their
building plans six years ago? The
growth histories of other churches
suggest the answer.
A fast-growing church launches a
major building program to create
space for more growth taking on
heavy debt. Though not by design,
the building program becomes the
congregation's focus. People give
correspondingly less attention to the
outreach ministries that have been
producing growth. Church attendance peaks, drops slightly, and levels off. Their mindset now changed
from growth to maintenance, the
church may continue for decades
with no significant growth.
Whenever the church seeks creative alternatives to building prematurely, however, "people ministry"
August
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can go on uninterrupted and growth
continues. Later, when growth requires more space, a well-planned
building that will be fully utilized
can be built without interfering with
the work of the church.
Many churches call consultants
because they believe they need a new
building; few actually do. What most
need is a way to use their existing
buildings more effectively.
A church doesn't need more space
until it is fully utilizing the space it
already has. Full utilization almost
always means multi-purpose use of
space. This may call for such moderate-cost alternatives as remodeling,
refurnishing, or making modest additions. In many cases, though, it
requires no money—only a willingness to do things differently.
Minimize debt

Second, a church should not build
when building would increase the
risk of financial bondage. When the
Philadelphia church commissioned
our study, it was still indebted for the
existing building. The congregation
planned to borrow most of the money
for their new one, but the loan payment would have been larger than
their existing congregation could
have met. Their ability to repay the
loan depended on future growth.
We recommended that this congregation convert their finances onto
a provision plan, living within the
income God provided. This meant

The church is not
immune to the
temptation to see
church buildings
as signs of success,
or statements to
the community, or
substitutes for
ministry.

they would first pay off their existing
mortgage. Then they would do the
necessary remodeling and build their
modest additions on a cash basis.
Operating on provision would
mean setting aside regularly for
future building needs so the congregation could pay cash for most or all
of their next building. The many
thousands of dollars saved on interest would be freed up for the church's
true work—ministering to people.
The church followed this plan,
paying off their debt and expanding
the facilities on a cash basis. Then
they began setting aside funds regularly so they could pay cash for an
anticipated building program in five
years.
Because they are not saddled with
debt, they have been free to invest
more and more money in ministry to
people including their Christian
school and a multi-faceted inner-city
mission in a nearby neighborhood.
Scrutinize motivations

Third, a church should not build if
its reasons for building are wrong.
Years ago a church of about 150
people in Arkansas hired me as
architect to design a new sanctuary
for them. When I saw their building,
I was puzzled. Though the building
was older, its location was good and
the congregation had never filled it.
Finally, I asked the pastor, "Why
do you want a new building?"
"The first reason," he answered,
"is that these people haven't done
anything significant for 25 years.
This is a way to get them to do something significant.
"Second, the people aren't giving
at anywhere near the level they could
or should be. A building program
would motivate them to give more."
"Third, a building program will
unite the people behind a common
goal."
1 could understand his concerns,
but this pastor was looking to a
building program as a substitute for
the work of the church. He was trying to do something that never
works—solve non-building problems
with a building.
A congregation of about 175 on
the West Coast brought us in as con7

sultants, but only after they had put
up the shell of their new building.
Someone had offered the church a
piece of land visible from the interstate at a bargain price. The church
had jumped at it.
Confident that an attractive, highly visible building would stimulate
growth, they were building a luxurious thousand-seat sanctuary. "We
didn't want the inconvenience of
building in phases," the pastor explained, "so we built it all at once. I
believe that if we just have the faith
and vision, God will provide the
money."
By the time we arrived on the
scene, for all practical purposes, the

church was bankrupt. All we could
do was commiserate with them and
sadly recommend they board up the
unfinished shell, keep using their old
building, and wait until future developments enabled them to complete their move.
In a bigger-is-better world, the
church is not at all immune to the
temptation to see church buildings
as signs of success, or statements to
the community, or substitutes for
ministry. Buildings are tools, pure
and simple. When a church wants to
build for any reason other than to
provide a functional tool to facilitate
the ministry of people to people, it is
time not to build.

When to build

But there is a time to build.
When a growing church is so fully
utilizing its facilities that they can
find no alternative to building less
costly in time, energy, and money, it
passes the need test.
When a church is living within the
income God has provided and can
build without resorting to borrowing or dipping into funds needed for
people ministry, the church passes
the readiness test.
And, having passed these two
tests, when pastor and people have
come to see buildings merely as tools
and nothing more, then it is time to
build.

20 questions to answer before you build

W

hen a church asks us to help them assess
their building needs, one of the first things
we do is ask the pastor and board members to fill
out a questionnaire—a tool we have developed to
help identify motivations for building and the congregation's readiness to take on a major building
program.
If you think the time has come for your church to
build, simply answer each of the following questions "Yes, "No," or "Maybe."
What is your motivation for building?

1. Do you expect the building to create growth?
2. Do you think better long term stewardship (giving) will result?
3. Is "bigger will be better" a motivating concept?
4. Do you believe that building a building is the
work of the church?
5. Do you expect the building program/process
to unify your people?
6. Do you want a new building primarily so you
can better serve your present members?
7. Do you see the building as a way to make a
statement to the community about the church's
significance?
8. Do you believe the building will bring people to
Christ?
9. Is building buildings one of your church's
primary goals?
10. Do you expect a building program to motivate
your people to minister?

8

Is your church ready to build?

11. Are you still paying debt on the last building?
12. Will paying for the project depend on future
growth?
13. Will you have to borrow a major part of the
finances?
14. Will paying for the building take funds away
from ministry—meeting needs of the body,
meeting needs of people at your doorstep and
far away?
15. Could you pay cash by waiting to build, and so
save the interest?
16. Are you building when an alternate solution is
possible at less cost?
17. Is there any division among your people concerning building?
18. Will a building program shift your people's
focus from ministry and outreach?
19. Is your church more oriented to maintenance of
the body than to growth?
20. Could you use your existing building more efficiently, as by multi-use, two services, two Sunday schools, change of format or time frame?
Now, add up your "Yes" and "Maybe" answers.
Every "Yes" or "Maybe" is a possible reason not to
build, to delay building or to seek another more
appropriate solution through prayer, research and
re-evaluation.
—Bowman and Hall
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by Dennis B. Guernsey

Family
life
cycles
Anyone who preaches from a
pulpit Sunday after Sunday or regularly teaches Sunday school becomes
aware of how much people are alike.
And yet, each person is on a unique
personal journey. For the family,
these similarities and differences
create constantly changing patterns
and rhythms.
Sociologists refer to these identifiable patterns and rhythms as the
life cycle of the family. They say each
family passes through predictable

August 1991

stages or cycles during its lifetime.
The number of stages vary according to the particular sociologist defining the issue. But what is relevant
is that stages are predicable.
Organizing principles

Every pastor who engages in premarital counseling, for example,
recognizes an elementary form of
the family life cycle by dividing the
emerging family's life into two stages:
before marriage and after marriage.

The larger theory is simply an
extension of the same principle.
When people in a family experience
a significant change in roles, either
the additon of a new role or the loss
of an old one, the family changes.
Thus the idea of the life cycle.
The first organizing principle for
the family life stages is the predictable nature of this change. For example, we can predict the demands facing the new husband or wife, the new
father or mother, or the parent of
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teenagers. We know there are
changes, when the children leave
home, or at the time of retirement.
Whether there is the addition of a
new role or the subtraction of an old
one, the process forms a pattern.
The second organizing principle is
the idea of crisis. Each new stage
precipitates a time of instability. In
turn, the instability demands that
the system flex because of the change.
Usually this evokes a crisis because
the family system does not know
how to change.
No other institution has stepped
forward to educate or support the
family during these transitions. This
vacuum provides the church with its
moment of opportunity with families. Families need help and support
at these predictable times.

Stages of the life cycle

Let me suggest seven stages of the
family's life cycle and the critical
transitional tasks for each stage.
1. The "between-famities"
young adult
Young adults in this stage of the
life cycle are usually between the
ages of 18 and 30 and unattached
from their family of origin.
Their tasks include differentiating
themselves as independent persons
from the family of origin. Differentiation means the creation and maintenance of healthy and appropriate
boundaries between the young adult
and his or her parents. It involves the
establishment of practical independence and the sense of being responsible for one's self. Whether it has to
do with financial independence or
interpersonal competence, it involves
the growth and development of the
person as a person separate from,
although not necessarily different
from, the identity of the family.
Differentiation must be accomplished if there is to follow a solid
marriage and parenting.
Occupational choice is the second
major task of this stage. This choice
is more than getting a job. It involves
the selection of a way of life. Levels
of education required to do what the
10

young adult wants, attitudes toward
work and productivity, and a healthy
approach toward leisure are involved
in this task. They are in the stage of
"growing up" and thus must face the
reality of what it means to answer
the age-old question, "What do you
want to be?"
Marital choice is the third major
task of this stage. It begins with the
decision to marry or not to marry.
Most will choose to marry. The
sense of self, coupled with the influence of one's family, forms the young
adult's perception of intimate relationships.
2. Newly married young adults
In addition to the tasks of the previous stage which may still be in process, at least three developmental
issues face young adults. The first
task, a sense of mutuality, includes
the capacity of intimacy, both emotional and sexual, and the skills of
communication needed to facilitate
mutuality. How two become one is
indeed a mystery, and the young
adult seeks to put the puzzle together.
The second task, accepting the
real person, has to do with idealization and disillusionment. One of the
great barriers to intimacy in marriage is the inevitable comparison of
the real person one has married with
the ideal person imagined before
marriage. Adjusting to the real and
putting aside the demands for the
ideal form a major dimension in the
task of developing mutuality.
The third task, fitting in with the
kin, involves forming a network
with each partner's family. How
does the young couple establish its
own identity and traditions while at
the same time remaining loyal to the
expectations of its families? Negotiating this ambivalence is central to
the growth of the new couple and the
integrity of their emerging relationship.

3. The first child and preschool
children
The romanticism of parenting infants and toddlers is challenged by
the reality of colic, diapers, fatigue,
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and the intrusiveness of babies upon
the marriage.
How to encourage the development of children while maintaining a
satisfying marriage is a major task
during this stage. Also, the realities
of fatigue, especially for the young
mother, is a dominant issue. Does
the marriage turn in upon itself in
order to cope with these demands, or
does it develop a healthy balance?
The ministry of the church to the
couple with its first baby and with
toddlers lies in a creative response to
this latter need.

4. Families with young children
This stage begins when the oldest
child goes off to school. The major
task during this time is the process of
letting go of the parenting role. In
this stage the parent must help the
child function away from the apron
Evangelical
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Retirement Years

In terms of the marriage, the
emerging adolescent places strain
upon the husband and wife relationship. Working together while at the
same time allowing each parent to
develop his or her own relationship
with the teen and without getting in
the middle is critical. Sociologists
call the problem "triangling." It is
during this stage that many couples
need the support and input of friends
so as not to destruct because of the
tension in the family. This support
and input provides the church with
its greatest opportunity to minister
to the family with teenagers.

budget and chronic illness. Often the
solution seems to be either joining
together with other couples in terms
of mutual aid or becoming isolated
and depressed. Recognizing the need
to organize such aid and to minister
to those who are isolated is the
church's opportunity with retired
people.
Where do we put our resources?

strings, learning to do things under
the supervision of other trustworthy
adults and sometimes on the child's
own. Parents begin to let go.
In terms of the marriage, the task
involves developing a genuine sense
of companionship in light of the
competitive demands of the children,
careers, and the church. Facilitating
companionship is an opportunity
for the church to minister during this
stage.

6. Launching and middle years
Because of the frequent decision
to have smaller families, this stage is
becoming the longest of all stages.
Issues the family will face include
such questions as "Will there still be
a family when the children leave?"
"How do people manage the middle
years with its freedom and its potential emptiness is the task confronting
couples during this stage." What will
be the nature of the marriage relationship?" If this is not a successful
time of re-discovery, it will become a
time of despair.
The second item has to do with
relating to the children who have
been launched. Just how much aid
do parents give and when? How do
you grandparent? How do you stay
connected without being meddlesome? Too often there is precious
little help from the church in finding
answers.
A third task families in this stage
face is coping with aging parents.
How much aid do you give and
when? How do you parent your
parents?

I am reminded of the television
commercial selling oil filters for automobiles. The mechanic confronts
the viewer with the need to change
filters by announcing, "You can pay
me now or pay me later." The commercial illustrates the terrible cost of
corrective measures as contrasted to
the comparatively minimal cost of
preventive measures.
When it comes to family ministry,
the church as an institution in society
spends most of its resources and
energy on corrective measures. I
suggest, however, that we ought to
be preventing fires, not trying to put
them out.
Family ministry in the church
should be structured in such a way
that it uses the life cycle of the family
as an organizing principle around
which it provides preventive education and support.
Perhaps the only reason we haven't
organized family ministry in the
church around such a principle before this is that no one else is doing it.
Too often we copy what is being
done in other institutions rather than
creatively responding to the opportunities before us.
In terms of the church's ministry
to families, we have the choice of
remaining copyists or becoming innovators. Fortunately, the choice is
still ours.
•

5. The first teenagers through
launching
The parent must let go. The process of deparentalization, begun in
the previous stage, is continued in
capital letters during this stage. How
can a parent relinquish control of an
adolescent who seems so irresponsible is the dilemma? Letting go is easy
to say but hard to do.

7. The retirement years
A central issue in the retirement
years involves usefulness. Is there life
after work? What do you do with
yourself when what you've been
doing all these years stops?
A second issue has to do with
resources, both financial and physical. The couple who retires often
faces the problem of a reduced

Dr. Dennis Guernsey is associate professor and director of Marriage and Family in
the School of Psychology at Fuller Theological Seminary. He is the consulting editor of
the Family Ministry Series (David C. Cook
Publishing Co.) designed to minister to families in each stage of the family life cycle.
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Most of us learn the 23rd Psalm as
children. For as long as I can remember I've had it more or less
memorized. It always brings to mind
pictures of Jesus holding a shepherd's
crook and surrounded by little lambs,
the sort of thing you'd find hanging
in Sunday school rooms, or pictured
on bookmarks, or in beautiful, pastoral scenes on gilt-edged pages in
illustrated children's Bibles. I remember a small hand mirror my mother
bought for me at the Bible bookstore. There was Jesus and the lambs
and the inscription, "The Lord is my
Shepherd."
I think the 23rd Psalm is a favorite
choice as a subject for children because of the seeming safety of the
material it offers: the image of a loving and caring Father in heaven who
by virtue of his love and capability
keeps the world safe for us. We feel
safe and "at home" because we trust
God to care for our needs. This is of
course the way in which we wish to
introduce the idea of God to our
children.
However, as we leave childhood
behind, it becomes harder to believe
that this view of God and the world
is true. The world ceases to feel safe.
In the face of global crises and local
chaos it becomes more and more
difficult to believe that an all-powerful and all-loving God is in control.
Disappointments happen, and the
contradictions start to pile up.
I remarked to a friend of mine,
who is a professor of English literature, that I thought it was tragic that
so much of literature, which had
been written by and for people who
had some experience of life, was
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largely being read by college students, people generally too inexperienced to appreciate fully the implications of the struggles described.
She responded that while that was
true, it was also true that once literary themes and symbols are taken in
by a person, they remain in the
memory and are thus available
throughout that person's life as a
means for ordering and understanding later experience.
That is, as persons grow in their
experiences, those literary works
previously encountered deepen in
meaning.
I believe this applies as well to the
23rd Psalm. When we were children
the Psalm largely expressed the confidence most children feel about life.
It comes to us as "a simple little lyric,
artless and sunny." {The Interpreter's Bible, Volume IV. New York
and Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1955;
p. 123.) If we return to the Psalm in
later years after losing some of our
confidence in the orderliness of life,
we will find something deeper, more
powerful in it. We will find that it
meets the needs of that condition as
fully as it met the needs of our more
innocent childlike condition.

The Lord is my
Shepherd, I shall
not want.
Most things that matter greatly to
us are beyond our control. Our
bodies age, our parents die, our
children make decisions that grieve
us. The realities of time, of the natural forces, of the conflict of wills

between people bind our ability to
protect and nurture those things that
are precious to us.
Beyond that, we find that we ourselves are out of control. Our disordered interior lives drive us to addictions and obsessions and all kinds of
decisions that erode our relationships and ourselves. We are powerless to create life as we need it to be,
and when we attempt to do so by
trying to control what we cannot, we
make things worse.
But when we surrender our lives
and our powerlessness to the shepherdship, the leadership of God, our
lives become ordered and our needs
are indeed supplied.
This movement toward God and
its subsequent ordering influence on
life is described in the Big Book of
Alcoholics Anonymous. Alcoholics,
desperate for release from the chaos
of compulsive drinking, become willing to reach out for God's guidance.
"We, in our turn, sought the same
escape with all the desperation of
drowning men. What seemed at first
a flimsy reed, has proved to be the
loving and powerful hand of God. A
new life has been given us or, if you
prefer, 'a design for living that really
works.' " (Alcoholics Anonymous,
Alcoholics Anonymous World Services, Inc.; New York. 1976; p. 28.)

He maketh me to lie
down in green pastures.
We are often "laid low" by events
in life, brought to such a point of
defeat that surrender and thus rest

becomes our only possible choice.
Once that "rest" is yielded to, we find
we are in "green pastures,"a place of
comfort, nourishment, fertility, and
beauty. Douglas Steere describes that
experience:
"When I am made to lie down in
life's unfolding I am being given
another chance . . . . When I am
made to lie down, when my public
image is shattered, when my assurance of health and strength and
companionship from those I love
most is cut off . . . I may be given
a peek into the very womb of God
where a rebirth is possible, where a
fresh regrouping of all that my life
has been suddenly comes into focus."
(Douglas V. Steere, "The TwentyThird Psalm and the Dialectic of
Renewal," Gleanings. Nashville: The
Upper Room, 1986; pp. 138-139.)

He leadeth me beside
the still waters.
Still water is a visual metaphor for
silence. The waves of sound are
stilled. When we confront still water,
we confront silence and are alone
with ourselves. That experience is
often unbearable. I think of a novel I
read several years ago entitled Fear
and Loathing in Las Vegas. The
novel tells the story of two men who
go on a long and exhausting drug
odyssey during which it becomes
increasingly apparent that they are
in flight from themselves. At one
point in the narrative they are in a
red convertible at an intersection in
the city of Las Vegas. The radio is
blaring at a painful level of volume.
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The central character then leans
hard on the car's horn in order, as he
reports, "to drown out the radio."
(Hunter S. Thompson, Fear and
Loathing in Las Vegas, New York:
Random House, 1976.)
We create these levels of noise in
our lives to escape the silence. It is
difficult to be silent and alone with
ourselves often because we don't like
ourselves really, and because the
past is painful, and because the
future is frightening. But in this
Psalm it is God who leads us beside
the still water. His presence makes
the silence bearable and even healing. He heals us into self-acceptance;
he redeems the past; and he gives us
the confidence that whatever may
come in the future, it will be within
his authorship of "better things."
Once, through God's help, we are
able to tolerate silence, we find ourselves in a place where we can become
open to the fruits of spiritual life: the
beautiful, mysterious depths of the
soul that the image of still water also
suggests.

He restoreth my soul.
This verse is pivotal, marking a
movement in the Psalm that is completed in the following verse concerning the "paths of righteousness."
It is through the rest, nourishment,
and healing of the "green pastures"
and "still waters" that God accomplishes the restoration of the soul
and makes us fit for the "paths of
righteousness."

He leadeth me in the
paths of righteousness
for his name's sake.
God not only heals and restores
us, but gives our lives a purpose. He
provides us with a means to repay,
according to our abilities, the gifts he
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has given. The human need to belong,
to contribute, to give as well as
receive is met in the "paths of
righteousness."

Yea, though I walk
through the valley of
the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil; for
thou art with me.
Other translations of this Psalm
do not mention "death" but only the
"valley of the shadows." This broadens the interpretation, suggesting all
of the confusions and defeats we
confront in life.
The psalmist states, "I will fear no
evil," asserting his decision to believe
in God's providence. He chooses to
believe in it, he wills it. It is within
our range of choices, when we are
caught in times of fear, disorientation, and hopelessness, to steady
ourselves within the confidence that
God will protect us from destruction. He will bring us safely to the
other side, to a place where life feels
cheerful and safe. This act of willing
our own confidence in God is how
faith functions. It begins in the will
and is reinforced in experience.

Thy rod and thy staff
they comfort me.
The psalmist chooses not to fear,
but rather to rely on God. He subsequently experiences God's protection and comfort.
The shepherd's rod was used to
beat off wild animals. His staff was a
crooked tool that served to retrieve
sheep slipping dangerously down a
ravine. In this way the shepherd repels the evil from without as well as
the evils that come as a result of the
sheep's own actions. Similarly, God
can resolve circumstances beyond
our control and heal the blunders we
could have controlled, but did not.

Thou preparest a
table before me
in the presence
of mine enemies.
At this point the imagery in the
Psalm changes. We leave the pasture
and enter the house of the Lord to
receive the hospitality of its host.
The table prepared in the presence of
enemies does not suggest a reconciliation with the enemies. It is not a
feast shared with the enemy, but
rather a feast that goes on despite the
presence of the enemies, which may
not necessarily be human.
It is a metaphor for the reality that
communion with God goes on within
the context of everyday life in an
imperfect world, especially when the
compulsive drive for perfection
threatens to quench our awareness
of God's wondrous presence. The
task is to remain focused on the
celebration, rather than being drawn
into the fruitless search for perfection.
God prepares a feast before us in
the presence of even our most blatant imperfections; and in his presence those imperfections become irrelevant. When we continue to struggle with the imperfections, rather
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than looking beyond them to the
redemptive processes in life, then we
become distracted by the "enemy"
and the celebration is lost for us.
Henri Nouwen describes something
of this in a passage from his book
Making All Things New:
"The spiritual life is not a life
before, after, or beyond our everyday existence. No, the spiritual life
can only be real when it is lived in the
midst of the pains and joys of the
here and now."(Henri J. M. Nouwen,
Making All Things New, as quoted
in A Guide to Prayer. Nashville: The
Upper Room, 1983; p. 325.)
This feasting in the presence of
enemies is an opportunity to claim
the priority of the spiritual life in the
midst of all the forces that distract us
from it. And thereby to come into a
sense of celebration and feasting.

Thou anointest my
head with oil.
Charles Allen, in his book God's
Psychiatry, describes the shepherd's
activities that lie behind this image
of anointing with oil.
"Sometimes, as the sheep grazed,
its head would be cut by the sharp
edge of a stone buried in the grass.
There were briars to scratch and
thorns to stick.
"Then, some days the sheep had
to walk steep paths under a hot,
merciless sun. At the end of the day
it would be tired and spent.
"So the shepherd would stand at
the door of the fold and examine
each sheep as it came in. If there
were hurt places the shepherd would
apply soothing and healing oil. Instead of becoming infected, the hurt
would soon heal." (Charles Allen,
God's Psychiatry. Westwood, New
Jersey: Fleming H. Revell Company,
MCMLIII; p. 32.)
I think of all the times I have had
"hurt places" and happened to read
something, or hear something, or
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run into someone and received a
thought or understanding, or expression of caring that soothed me
and moved me toward healing.

My cup runneth over.
This is an image of abundance.
The psalmist discovers that God
pours out more joy than he can even
contain. In the anointing of oil there
is the promise of ongoing healing
that asserts God's constant and omnipresent caring for him. This opens
him inwardly to the reality of joy.
His needs have been supplied, his
pain is healed, his life has purpose,
he has the means for dealing with the
distractions and hurts of life in the
real world. There is nothing left to
blind him to, or numb against, the
pulse of joy in life.

Surely goodness and
mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life.
This assertion comes as an overflow of confidence following the
experience of God's abundance. Despite the reality of disturbed existence, there is something in the quality of that confrontation with joy
that gives him the assurance that joy,
in some form, will always be available to him. In all phases of his spiritual growth, God's goodness and
mercy have been richly apparent. He
comes to believe that these are overriding attributes of God. Goodness
and mercy are qualities of God that
he can trust in. They become a foundation for his understanding of life
and how it works.

And I shall dwell
in the house
of the Lord forever.
This verse brings to mind a snatch
of a poem by John Greenleaf Whit-

tier. "I know not where his islands
lift their fronded palms in air, I only
know I cannot drift beyond his love
and care." In every place and every
moment we are in our Father's house,
offered a life of abundance, sustained within a network of goodness
and mercy.
The psalmist asserts his decision
to consciously "dwell" in that house.
It is a choice we can make, and must
make in order to enjoy what is
offered there. We have the option of
living lives that are less than whole,
or we can choose to allow God to
make them whole.
Psalm 23 was so real to me as a
child, and yet taking another look at
it as an adult deepens my understanding of the truth and power of
its content. God's shepherding care
does not rescue us from all life's trying experiences; it reaches us in the
midst of them.
The 23rd Psalm describes a progression toward wholeness, which
begins in our decision to receive
God's leadership and care. Once we
are within that "fold" our lives undergo a process of healing.
Ultimately we come to know the
abundant joy available in life. Chaos
and disappointment in life are real,
but not final realities. We come to
rest in the confidence that there is a
powerful principle of goodness and
mercy at work in the world, and that
it will triumph finally. This is a kind
of "safety" we could not have
imagined as children. We are released
from our restlessness and sense of
exile. We are truly at home in the
house of the Lord.
•

Margaret Cox Wallace studied at Bryn
Mawr and has a B.A. in literature from the
University of Dallas. She lives in Abilene,
Texas, with her husband and four children.
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Work Team #1 Repc

new
Cagua
Team 1 in front of the Books' home, which currently serves as the church. (Left to right, front row) Irma
Pankratz, Kathaleen Cober, Thata Book, Judy Keefer. (Back row) Ed Cober, Alvin Book, Jim Nain, Phil
Keefer, Sam Kipe.

"Now to him who is able to do
immeasurably more than all we can ask
or conceive, by the power which is at
work among us, to him be glory in the
church and in Christ Jesus from generation to generation evermore! Amen."
(Eph. 3:20-21, NEB)
It never occurred to us last August, as
we were praying for the Cagua congregation, that after they were granted
permission to build their facilities, God
would actually call us to be members of
the first team to begin work on this
project.
Our team consisted of three women
and five men: Phil and Judy Keefer
(Grantham, Pa.); Sam Kipe (Greencastle, Pa.); James Main (Wainfleet, Ont.);
Ed and Kathaleen Cober, and Abe and
Irma Pankratz (both couples from
Kitchener, Ont.)
Arriving in Caracas at midnight Saturday, Feb. 23, we were welcomed by
Tim Giles who took us to our host family for the first night. On Sunday morning we worshiped with the Montalban
Brethren in Christ Church. The hospitality and kindness we received enabled
us to feel very much at home in a strange
city, in a foreign land, where most of the
sights and sounds were unfamiliar.
A bus arrived from the church in
Cagua and took us on the two-hour ride
through the mountains to our destination. Alvin and Thata Book welcomed
us and provided refreshments. We met
16
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the local church families as they gathered
for Sunday evening worship. Their eagerness to see us and their warm expressions of welcome made it easy for us to
experience a sense of brotherhood. Some
spoke a little English and we tried to
supplement their friendly efforts with
our limited Spanish vocabulary. Young
people especially were most eager to
practice their learned English with us.
With guidelines from the Books, each
team member's role was quickly established: the women would shop, cook,
clean, and wash for the team. The men
would work on the construction site.
Mealtime in the Books'veranda (carport) was a most enjoyable time of fellowship, prayer and support for each
other. A daily delight was the abundance of fresh fruit: mangos, papaya,
watermelon, muskmelon, bananas, and
pineapple were cut up into a most delicious fruit cocktail. Thata's tastypavelIdn also introduced us to one of the
favorite V'enezuelen dishes of black
beans, rice, shredded beef, and friedpldtanos (cooking bananas).
Reading the Spanish blueprints, interpreting and implementing them remained
a challenge from the first day to the last.
Meetings with the architect and engineer were difficult to arrange, so some
things were done by trial and error. On
Tuesday we discovered that errors were
made when the site was surveyed for
construction. The depth of the holes for
the column footings was not clear on the
blueprints, nor were the specifications

for the steel reinforcement bars for
inside the columns. A local and national
project manager was sorely missed;
nevertheless, under the leadership of Ed
and Jim the team remained undismayed
and forged ahead with remarkable
success.
Work began every day at 7:00 a.m.
and continued until 5:00 or 6:00 p.m.
with a two-hour break at lunch time
because of the heat. One of the greatest
challenges the team faced was digging
the holes for the footings and columns.
They had to be dug to a depth of six feet
and an area of 48 to 87 inches square.
Construction in Venezuela differs
significantly from that of northeastern
U.S.A. and Canada. The building does
not rest on a continuous foundation as
houses or churches do here, but rather
on concrete columns anchored to huge
footings six feet in the ground. At
ground level, just below the reinforced
concrete floor, all the columns, both on
the outside of the building and the supporting columns inside the building, are
to be interconnected with reinforced
concrete beams. In this way the whole
structure is anchored and secured against
eventual earthquakes.
It was the middle of the dry season in
Venezuela. The clay-like ground was
exceptionally dry and very hard. The
only "backhoes" the team had access to
were the backs of five men and their
picks and shovels. Picks would barely
cut through the tropical root system of
the hardy weeds growing in the sunEvangelical Visitor

Breaking
ground in
Venezuela
.by Abe and Irma Pankratz
baked clay soil. But we soon established
a foothold in the virgin ground and continued to chisel away as we sweat buckets
under the merciless, tropical sun and

drank gallons of bottled water. Arms
and faces soon turned red and progress
was slow.
On the second day, six Venezuelans
were hired to help us dig the foundation
holes. Although more holes were dug
with the additional help, the digging
continued to be very difficult and time
consuming. Dryness and hardness characterized each layer which was excavated. We rented an air hammer for two
days—Thursday of the first week and
Tuesday of the second week. The work
was greatly expedited by this rental.
Some of us prepared the reinforcing
steel for the footings and columns. We
quickly learned from the Venezuelan
workers how to use their tools and their
methods of assembling 5/8 inch steel
rods into the required type of cages, and
how to bend the 3/8 inch brackets with
Alvin Book's ingeniously home-made
device. We thus prepared the many steel
assemblies required for each of the concrete columns that would extend from
the footings upwards to support the
roof.
Some of the church families brought
iced tea, fruit juices, smiles and friendly
encouragement. We learned to appre-

ciate our brothers and sisters in the
Lord, their way of life, and their way of
doing things.
The experience touched every member
of our team and will remain a highlight
for each of us. We were privileged not
only to help the church in Cagua, but
also to see God's power at work. We
were honored to worship the Lord with
our brothers and sisters, albeit in Spanish. We sensed their commitment; we
rejoiced with them in the fact that we all
belong to the family of God. We listened
to their amazing testimonies as Alvin
Book translated for us. And we enjoyed
their fellowship as they invited us into
their homes, shared the special, native
dishes with us and as we celebrated our
brotherhood together in word and deed,
song and prayer.
Much new ground is being broken in
Cagua, not only in the physical sense,
but also in a symbolic and spiritual
sense. All of our lives are being touched
and enriched by one another as we more
keenly become aware of the powerful
dimensions of God's rich, sustaining
grace and love for his people.
•

by John Graybitl

Update on Nagoya church building project

John Graybill watches as Mrs. Kito turns the first spade of soil.
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April 21st was a big day in the
Nagoya Brethren in Christ Church as
many members and friends met for the
official ground breaking ceremony for
our new church building. Mrs. Kito,
oldest member at 84 years of age and
converted two years ago from being a
devout Buddhist, turned the first spade
of soil, followed by all the members and
children. What excitement to see four
small crosses placed into the ground at
each corner, representing the kind of
church we hope to develop: a praying
church; a warm-hearted, loving church;
a worshiping and learning church; and
lastly, an evangelistic, soul-winning
church. Each of the four deacons 'took
their corner' with Pastor Soma in the
center with a big cross representing
Jesus Christ as the Head of our church.
The footers were poured the last days
of May. The steel posts should be placed
by June 10 and the roof completed by
June 20. Completion date is August
30th, with dedication planned for September 15 th.
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Retirement
recognized for
Roy V. Sider
During the June 13-15 meeting of the
Board for World Missions, special
recognition was given to Roy and
Dorothy Sider upon his retirement after
more than 12 years of service as secretary of overseas ministries. Sharing
words of appreciation were Henry
Ginder (representing Roy and Dorothy's contacts in the denomination and
wider church circles), Esther Spurrier
(representing the mission board), and
Jake Shenk (representing the Brethren
in Christ missionary family).
A citation, presented by R. Donald

Shafer, read in part, ". . . you have
always modeled the spirit of servant-

Roy in Mexico City
by Lois Raser
Ruth Rosenberger and I sat impatiently in our soft seats as the slow train
inched through the central plateau of
Mexico toward the immense metropolis
of Mexico City. The train was running
very late and we had an appointment
with Roy Sider at 8:30 that morning, in
a restaurant called VIPS, near the huge,
high-ceilinged train depot.
Glancing for the umpteenth time at
my watch, I said to Ruth, "It's going to
be about eleven before we arrive. No
reason to expect Roy Sider nor Roy
Eberly to be still waiting for us. What is
worse, we don't know what hotel they
are using, nor have a telephone number
to contact them."
Very frustrated, my spirit pushed the
train on. I had so looked forward to
seeing again this man whom I admired
from the days when the Niagara Christian College yearbook had shown Roy
as a leader in this and that activity. As a
teenager I had thought, "Hell be a
bishop some day. He will always be
faithful, be useful." Now he was Foreign
Missions Secretary and Ruth wanted to
talk with him about working with the
Brethren in Christ in Mexico. We would
Lois Raser has been a missionary to Mexico since 1955. She lives in Guadalajara,
Jalisco, and is affiliated with Compassion of
Mexico.
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talk to Roy, then go to the Compassion
headquarters, where one of us had to
report monthly.
Heavy rains and a slow train had
botched these plans. I had been isolated
so long from Brethren in Christ contacts, and this would have been fun,
sharing with the two Roys, talking,
laughing. The long train was slipping
slowly through the city now, stopping.
We gathered my ever-present briefcase
and Ruth's purse and stepped off the
train, following the long cement platform among hundreds of hurrying, impatient passengers. Porters glanced at
two baggageless American women and
looked elsewhere.
As we stepped into the great interior
of the depot, a smiling, genial Roy
Eberly approached. With great relief I
exclaimed, "You are still here! You
waited?"
"Roy is at the restaurant, holding
down our table."
Delighted, I ignored dozens of eager
taxis and we walked a few dozen steps to
VIPS. It was filled with people. Among
the busy tables, Roy Sider stood with a
big smile to greet us. The smiles of the
restaurant personnel were a bit forced, I
felt. Those men had stubbornly remained
at that table for about three hours,
determined not to miss us.
We talked, chatted, exchanged views.

hood. This spirit was evident in your
pastoral ministry, especially as you gave
leadership of a small mission church
that is now the Sherkston congregation. . . . We knew that spirit again in
your two terms as bishop . . . in the
involvement of the Timber Bay Children's Home . . . [and in] your leadership as director of evangelism and church
plantingfrom 1975-1978. . . . Especially for this time of service with our world
mission program, you have shown the
depth and breadth of your servant spirit.
. . . You and Dorothy have truly been
'world Christians.' "
Roy and Dorothy were presented
with a grandfather clock, a gift from
board members. A recognition is being
planned in the Canadian Conference
during the Niagara Holiness Camp
Meeting.
•

My thoughts of how to reach the Mexican people seemed respected by Dr.
Sider. He talked to Ruth. What did she
have in mind? She hesitated, unsure of
how she could fit into the new mission
venture in that immense city. I told the
men about their dependability.
Roy was listening. He had a nice way
of listening. He said to Ruth gently,
"The first qualification, and the most
important for any prospective missionary, is to be eager to take the good news
of salvation to the people."
He always says that to prospective
missionaries, I thought, as he and Ruth
talked on. And he is right.
They could keep in touch, he said to
Ruth, who was unsure of God's will. He
turned to me. With a tiny smile he said
gallantly, "Is there anything we can do
for you? Any way we can help you?"
I looked into his face reflectively. It
was obvious that for me the Brethren in
Christ had come to Mexico thirty years
too late. My calling had been another. "I
guess I have it more or less put together,"
I said. He understood. I did not need
them any longer, but his words were
very sweet to me.
We stood to leave. I fumbled for
money. "This breakfast is on the Brethren
in Christ Church," he said genially.
The Brethren in Christ Church paid
the tab and we stepped onto the busy
streets of Mexico, with me reflecting on
the ins and outs of being an independent
missionary. The two Roys continued
their errand of opening a Brethren in
Christ mission work in the largest city in
the world.
•
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od at work in our world
"I will build my church"
Helen Dick—Mtshabezi
Zimbabwe

Hospital,

Just prior to Easter, we fulfilled our
wish to visit friends we had left behind in
Zambia in 1985. What a homecoming it
was! Our friends, many of whom are
like children to us, had not forgotten us.
At Macha we found the Zulus, Lusales,
Chaindas and others, who had established Christian homes and were reaching out to others. We had a great time of
visiting and fellowshiping. Dennis and
Jane Mweetwa, teacher and nurse at
Sikalongo Bible Institute and Hospital
respectively, also have children and are
modeling a Christ-centered family. The
Nyirendas and Haadinkes have done
the same. We came away from Zambia
very grateful for what God is doing in
the lives of young, Christian professionals. Zambia is struggling economically,
but with such people as these, God's
church will grow!
In April we witnessed another sign of
his church expanding. Sitezi, about 20
kilometers from Mtshabezi, was the
location for a new church building,
which the people were dedicating as
God's house. When the service began at
10:30, three to four hundred people
occupied the building. At noon, people
were still continuing to arrive. More and
more children on the front benches were
ushered onto the floor, so their seats
could be given to adults. The service
lasted just over four hours. People sat
very quietly; we were especially amazed
by the children. A few of them needed to
go out, but on the whole they were wellbehaved. Other denominations were
represented, some by singing groups. As
groups went to the front to sing, they
were hampered by the children on the
floor. But no one was upset.
The local people had donated materials, money, and time and had built the
church of self-made bricks and cement.
The roof, constructed from wooden rafters and c o r r u g a t e d asbestos, was
donated by the North American church.
It is a very practical and attractive
building—one of which the people can
be proud.
August 1991

The Sitezi Church is pastored by a
76-year-old woman, Ma Sithole. Her
husband had been the leader. But since
his death, she has taken on the responsibility. One great concern is the lack of
mature men in the church. There are
young people. But will the young men
remain if they do not see the Christian
life modeled by men? However, it is
encouraging to see that God can use
even a weak person who is available to
him.
Pray for his Church in Africa.

In reality, Miss Munsanje has been a
deacon in the Sikalongo community for
some time. When the election results
were announced and she received the
title formally, both men and women
clapped and cheered. A hearty "Praise
the Lord!" came from the women's section of the church.

English, anyone?
Phil Byers—Matenganya
Village, Malawi

The legacy
Mary Olive Lady—Sikalongo
Bible Institute, Zambia
Miss Innah Munsanje was elected
deacon at Sikalongo congregational
council on April 21. Miss Munsanje is
the first Zambian Brethren in Christ
woman to hold this position.
Years ago, in the 1930s, her father,
Office Mwaalu, became the first Zambian Brethren in Christ deacon. He met
an untimely death in 1943. But his
widow, a godly woman with a strong
influence on the family, continues to live
at the family homestead near Macha,
where she is lovingly cared for by a son
and daughter-in-law.
Following the family tradition, son
Jonah Munsanje also served as deacon.
Another son is Overseer Jonathan
Mwaalu. Other family members are
active in Brethren in Christ churches in
Kalomo, Mazabuka, Sinalungu and
Kabanze.
Grandchildren include Rhoda Munenga (Christian education office), Ida
Makani (recent graduate of Messiah
College under assignment to teach at
Choma Secondary) and Guydon Makani (teacher at Nahumba Mission and
member of church youth committee).
It was a tradition of earlier years for
the family of Deacon O. Mwaalu to join
in a special song at General Conference
each year; they are known as the "singing family."

Two earnest prayers in the past few
months have been that God would grant
us an opportunity to have a small evangelistic ministry, even though we do not
yet speak Cheyao, and that we would
find good language helpers. It would
seem that God has answered those
prayers.
Two weeks ago, two young men
came, wanting to receive teaching about
Jesus Christ. I was amazed, and at first I
questioned their motives. Due to my
limited Cheyao, I asked if they knew of
someone in the village who speaks English. They did, and they returned a short
while later with Martin. Martin is not of
the Yao tribe, but he has lived here for
ten years. He has a Christian background and is seeking to return to a life
with Christ.
Through Martin, I learned that Gomani and Matola, though Yao, do not
consider themselves Muslims because
they do not understand what is taught at
the mosque. Rather than live without
any religious faith, they decided to find
out about Jesus. Martin is glad to translate. Seven men came to our first Bible
study—including Binga, who works for
us. It is too early to know the sincerity or
long-term interest of these men, but we
believe this is of God for this time.
As for our need for language helpers,
Martin is a good possibility to help me.
Doreen has been meeting with a woman
who speaks some English and accompanies her when she visits women in the
village. Join us in praising God for these
answers to prayer.
•
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Carlisle Ministry Fair

"People Serving People"
_ b y Kas Bert
representing Cooperative Ministries.
Four of us carry box after box of literature and display material to their three
designated tables. After they insist that
they will "lock up" when they are done, I
also head on home.
Early the next morning as I arrive in
Fellowship Hall, the excitement can be
felt. The tables are all full and overflowing with exciting information about
ministry opportunities with Christian
Retreat Center, Kenbrook, GRADE
Ministries, music ministries, Board for
World Missions, trustees, Gospel Tide
Hour, Cooperative Ministries, Messiah
Village, Board for Ministry and Doctrine, prison ministry and others. The
smell of coffee indicates that the kitchen
committee is also part of this event.
Throughout the morning, people representing all these congregational and
denominational ministries are available
to answer questions and encourage those
that visit the displays to "get involved."
But the numerous displays and activities in Fellowship Hall were only a part
of the ministry fair that Sunday morning. Preaching the morning message in
both services were Dr. John Byers
representing the Board for Evangelism
and Church Planting, bringing us a
broad challenge to "people finding their
ministry in the church and in the world."
This was an excellent culmination to the
previous four weeks of sermons that
Pastor Ken Hoke and Pastor Carl Shank
brought to us, leading up to "The Ministry God Has Given You" on the Sunday
before the ministry fair.

It's 9:00 p.m. Saturday night, March
16, 1991, at the Carlisle Brethren in
Christ Church and the Father/ Son
Banquet is just coming to a close. Looking around Fellowship Hall, one wonders how it will be possible to convert
the room into a ministry fair by 9:00
a.m. tomorrow.
There is a flurry of activity as chairs
are stored away and tables assigned for
displays are arranged according to the
master plan. As I listen to the sound of
chairs banging together, tables scraping
the floor and people having fellowship
with one another, a whole new set of
people come through the doors. Their
arms are laden down with a variety of
posters, pictures and other display items.
They search out the table identified with
the name of their group or organization,
and then all their concentration goes
into creating attractive, informative displays. By 10:00 p.m. a hush falls over
Fellowship Hall as only three of us
remain—the rest having completed their
work and headed home to rest up for the
next day's activities.
Looking around the room, I am
excited at the transformation which
took place in such a short amount of
time. Some empty tables still remain,
but I feel confident they will be filled
before 9:00 a.m. the next day. Displays
that are already completed include the
Clothing Exchange, Christian education,
Birthright, the Wednesday morning
ladies Bible study, stewardship committee and the medical ministry. About that
time, Merle and Ila Brubaker arrive
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One of the bulletin
boards on the M inistry
Fair theme, "People
Serving People."
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Four Sunday school classes had special speakers and presentations with
emphasis on ministry. Merle Brubaker
met with the Living Agape class, sharing
pride in the Brethren in Christ and
showing some of that pride by literature
published by Brethren in Christ people.
Terry Brensinger, representing the Board
for Ministry and Doctrine, spoke to the
youth and young adults with a specific
challenge to Christian ministry in pursuing a life call and how to prepare oneself.
Graybill Brubaker met with the Volunteer Fellowship class discussing Brethren
in Christ missions today and how we
can serve and pray. A panel consisting
of people from our congregation involved
in a personal ministry or a ministry
within the local community took place
in another adult Sunday school class.
These ministries include nursing homes,
Samaritan Fellowship, Meals on Wheels,
adult literacy, street people, prison ministry, Self Help Crafts and neighborhood ministries. All adult and youth
Sunday school classes were shortened
by fifteen minutes to allow more time to
explore the displays in Fellowship Hall.
Would we rate this ministry fair as a
success? Without a doubt! It far exceeded
our own expectations, and one person
after another expressed their appreciation to the missions and service committee for sponsoring this activity. As a
direct result from this ministry fair, five
people signed up to be part of the prison
ministry, several youth as well as adults
expressed an interest and desire to become involved in mission work, and
people who felt there was no ministry
suitable for them at their age discovered
two or three areas of ministry in which
they could actively be involved. One
lady in particular was so excited about
discovering a way she could be involved
that she brought it as a praise to Wednesday evening Bible study. People became informed about boards and ministries they knew little about previously,
as evidenced by hands full of literature
taken from display areas.
We do not know what other seeds
were sown this day, but we do know that
many lives were touched. Because of
this, there are more people willing to
actively be involved as "people who
serve people." We praise God for what
he did among us.
Perhaps you also would like to sponsor a ministry fair.
•
Kas serves on the Missions and Service
Committee of the Carlisle (Pa.) Brethren in
Christ Church.
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Allegheny Conference
The Abundant Life congregation, Uniontown,
Pa., had Youth Sunday on June 23 on the theme
"Growing Up." VBS was June 24-28. • On June 9,
Leroy Eberly, missionary at Pharr, Tx., along
with a Mexican pastor, Carlos Cruz, shared of
their work in Mexico with the Air Hill congregation, Chambersburg, Pa. • The Talleys were in
concert June 23 at the Antrim church, Chambersburg. On July 7 the John Edmonds family spoke
about the mission in Malawi. • On June 23 Maurice and Norma Horst reported on their church
construction trip to Venezuela to the Chambersburg congregation.
On June 16 the Junior Choir of the Fairview
Ave. church, Waynesboro, Pa., gave the musical
"O Me, Oh My, O Nehemiah!"New audio/video
equipment has been given to the church in memory
of Walter and Mary Garling. • On June 1, 10
international students shared songs, skits, and testimonies with the Five Forks congregation,
Waynesboro, at a carry-in meal. On June 2 Carlos
Cruz of Mexico was featured speaker. • The
Christ Crusaders of the Green Spring church,
Newville, Pa., planned a Father's Day program in
the evening. June 19 was the first of a Wednesday
night series on the history of the Brethren in
Christ. • The Hollowell church, Waynesboro, had
VBS June 17-21 on the theme "Sonward Ho!"
Adult classes were offered.
The June 2 message at the Martinsburg, Pa.,
church was by Norm Case, returned missionary to

Jack McClane
named to
missions post
Rev. George (Jack) McClane has
been named as executive director of the
Brethren in Christ Board for World

August 1991

London. On June 9 the evening film was "Thin
Ice." • Average attendance at the Montgomery
church, Mercersburg, Pa.. VBS was 187. The
offering for Lifeline Women's Shelter was $ 1,050.
• The Mowersville, Pa., church had a centennial
celebration June 1-2 with a meal under a tent,
feetwashing, past and present bishops in attendance, and an offering for the building fund. • On
June 1 the Mt. Rock congregation, Shippensburg,
Pa., had a catered family banquet with Christian
magician James Herman. • Youth from the New
Guilford congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., attended Creation '91 on June 29. Pastor Verno and
family ministered in Venezuela June 14-24. • On
June 16the Van Lear congregation, Williamsport,
Md., shared "What 1 appreciate/ remember most
about my father" testimonies in the worship time.

Atlantic Conference
June 9 was Family and Children's Day at the
Conoy church, Elizabethtown, Pa., with guest
trumpeter John Byerly and the baptism of five
persons. • Two persons were baptized and four
received as members June 23 at the Cross Roads
church, Mount Joy, Pa. Over $5,000 was raised
for the Venezuelan church building project, with
six members going there to help this summer. The
youth musical "Room 77" was June 19, 22. • The
children's VBS offering June 16-21 at the Elizabethtown church went to send a heifer to Egypt

Missions. Final action approving the
appointment was made during the
board's June 13-15 meeting in Mount
Joy, Pa.
Rev. McClane is currently pastoring
the Chino (Calif.) Brethren in Christ
Church, where he has served since 1986.
He and his wife Trudy served as missionaries in Brazil from 1956-1964 under
OMS International, where his duties
ranged from teaching at a Bible school
and seminary to serving as director of
evangelism, and directing a radio
ministry.
After missionary service, the McClanes
held several pastorates until Jack's service as executive vice president of World
Gospel Crusades in 1985-86, with responsibilities including field ministry
supervision in South America, recruitment, office management, and spiritual
counseling of staff.
The parents of three adult children,
the McClanes plan to complete their
pastoral assignment August 31 and move
from Chino to Pennsylvania early in
September.
•

through Heifer Project International. • The adult
classes of the Fairland congregation. Cleona, Pa.,
combined for two Sundays in June to hear messages by John Byers on Brethren in Christ doctrine.
The Fellowship Chapel congregation, Bronx,
N.Y. had a prayer seminar June 8-9 with Jacob
Samuels. • "Jesus, Then and Now" was the video
series offered to the adults during the June 17-21
VBS of the Free Grace church, Millersburg, Pa.
On June 16 the children gave the musical "Get on
Board Children." • The June 8 mother-daughter
banquet of the Hummelstown, Pa., church featured a drama by David and Marilyn Howell,
"Just Like You, Mother." Curt Sisco was the
Father's Day speaker. • Twenty persons from the
Lancaster, Pa., congregation served July 28—
Aug. 3 with SWAP (Serving With Appalachian
People) in Harlan, Kentucky. • The June 23 missions speakers for the Manor congregation, Mountville. Pa., were Allen and Leoda Buckwalter.
"Dare to Be Differenf'was the mid-June VBS put
on by the Maranatha Players.
The Mt. Pleasant congregation, Mount Joy,
Pa., baptized four persons on June 2. The June
10-12 Children's Crusade was led by the Hartman
family. • Several youth from the Palmyra, Pa.,
congregation left June 24 for mission work at
Timber Bay, Sask. • Bishop Hoffman talked with
the Pequea congregation, Lancaster, Pa., on June
2 about issues involved in building expansion. • A
June 12 congregational council at the Refton, Pa.,
church considered building proposals. The congregation had a June 23 ice cream social and
vesper service. • Roland and Eva Detweiler of the
Silverdale, Pa., congregation celebrated 50 years
of marriage on May 25 with a family gathering.
The church received nine new members on June
23. New church sidewalk is being "sold" to the
members for $30 per foot.
Eight children from Church of the Rock,
Brooklyn, N.Y., were guests of the Souderton,
Pa., congregation during VBS week, June 24-28.
On June 20, the youth and their families attended
a Phillies-Astros game. • The Speedwell Heights
congregation, Lititz, Pa., featured a Father's Day
choir. • On June 9 the Summit View congregation,
New Holland, Pa., had a church-wide hot dog
roast and vesper service.

Canadian Conference
The Women Who Care group of the Delisle,
Sask., church led the Father's Day service on June
16. • On June 10 the Falls View church, Niagara
Falls, Ont., had its Ladies' Strawberry Tea featuring the Harmony Singers. The farewell for the
Hulett pastoral family was June 22. • June 16 was
Celebration Sunday for the Heise Hill congregation, Gormley, Ont., during which they took a
special offering for the building fund. Missions
Day was June 23 with Eileen Sherk and Lome
Ruegg, speakers. • The June 30 speaker for the
Kindersley, Sask., congregation was Gord Wohlgemut, missionary to New Guinea. • The Kirkland
Lake, Ont., congregation had a June 7 supper and
film, "The Radicals."
Pastor Doug and Charlotte Sider of the Massey
Place church. Saskatoon, Sask., have been granted
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a five-year ministry extension. • On June 9 the
North East Community congregation, Calgary,
Alb., enjoyed Paul Hostetler's presentation, "People of God . . . Reaching Out Together" in the
morning service and a picnic at Pearce Estate Park
in the afternoon. • On June 23 Eileen Sherk spoke
about missions in Zambia to the Oak Ridges,
Ont., congregation. • On June 2 the Port Colborne, Ont., congregation had groundbreaking
services for additional Christian education space
and an elevator to the basement and upper level. •
June 30 was the deadline at the Ridgemount
church, Hamilton, Ont., for recipes to be submitted for a church cookbook.
The Middleagers group of the Sherkston, Ont..
church met June 22 at the School of Horticulture
for a walk through the rose gardens and a picnic.
Harvey Sider spoke to the congregation on June
23. • On June 2, 12 young adult representatives in
native costumes from Teen Missions Canada gave
music and testimonies for the Springvale, Ont.,
congregation. • The June sermon series at the
Upper Oaks church, Oakville, Ont., was "Basic
Christianity."* The C, B, and A quiz teams of the
Wainfleet, Ont., church finished first, second, and
fifth respectively in the Canadian Quiz Finals. Tim
Wohlsclagel and Stephen Flagg are serving this
summer with SPRINT in Jamaica. • In late May
the Kid's Klub of the Welland, Ont., congregation
had T-shirt painting and turned in their C.B. Mole
banks for Christian Blind Mission. • The Westheights church, Kitchener, Ont., had their annual
Family Bible Hour picnic at Roseville on June 23.

and Mrs. Ginder visited on June 23. • The Mound
Park congregation, Dallas Center, Iowa, held a
June 9 afternoon and evening love feast. A daytime VBS was June 27-29. • Ava Linden recently
accepted the position of Director of Children's
Ministries for the Oklahoma City, Okla., church.
The church was recently able to purchase a photocopier, storage cabinets, portable dividers, nursery equipment, TV and VCR, curtains, vacuum
cleaner, and a lectern. • The Rosebank congregation, Hope, Kan., hosted Midwest Conference
Quiz Finals on June 2. • The Zion church, Abilene, hosted the June fifth-Sunday evening service
for area churches with the film "Molder of
Dreams."

Pacific Conference
On June 9 the Chino, Calif., congregation had
prayer for Jennifer Lenhert who left June 14 for
summer service in Africa. Joel Kessler was installed
June 16 as youth minister. • On the evening of
June 16, Dennis and Dorcas Good spoke to the
Pacific Highway congregation, Salem, Ore., after
which the attenders enjoyed an ice cream social.
VBS June 17-22 was called "Summer Sonshine
Days."* On June 23 the Upland, Calif., congregation had a barbecue and mortage burning celebration with music by Marlene Penner and Dorcas
Lady Good.

Central Conference

Southeast Conference

Proceeds from a June 14-15 barn sale by the
Amherst congregation, Massillon, Ohio, will go
toward a new church sign. A VBS concluding
program was June 30. • The Ashland, Ohio, men
had a camping outing June 28-29. • The Bethel
congregation, Merrill, Mich., sponsored tent revival meetings June 2-16 at Breckenridge with Bedsaul Agee, evangelist. • The Messiah College
music team New Light sang June 25 for the Beulah
Chapel congregation, Springfield, Ohio, and June
30 for the Christian Union congregation, Garrett,
Ind. The latter congregation received a new
member on June 2. • On June 21 the women's
fellowship of the Fairview church, Englewood,
Ohio, joined the ladies from the Highland congregation, West Milton, Ohio, and others for a tour
of Dayton Gospel Mission and lunch.
The Nappanee, Ind., congregation began viewing the Tony Campolo video series "Who Switched
the Price Tags?" on June 23 • The Phoneton
congregation, Tipp City, Ohio, planned a June 1
outing to Indiana to enjoy a craft center, train ride,
and picnic. A garage sale was June 29. • On June
16 John and Jean Yount, missionaries from
Miami Cuban Mission, spoke to the Sippo Valley
congregation, Massillon, Ohio. From June 30 to
July 6 a group from the church went to do work at
the Mooretown church, Sandusky, Mich., and the
Sheboygan, Wise., church. • Carl Stump preached
June 9 for the Union Grove congregation, New
Paris, Ind. On June 30 Paul Hostetler brought a
message about the vision of the church at large and
stewardship.

Two persons were baptized June 16 into the
fellowship of the Community Bible congregation,
Sarasota, Fla. June 23 was Friends Sunday with a
carry-in meal. • On June 2 the Holden Park congregation, Orlando, Fla., had two congregational
council meetings to decide on refurbishing the
sanctuary and whether to continue the day care
center. Three were baptized on June 30. • On June
9 Myron Stambaugh talked about his experiences
in Nicaragua with the Winchester, Va., congregation. Ken Letner spoke June 16 in the morning
worship.

Midwest Conference
On June 2 Gina Prochaska shared with the
Abilene, Kan., congregation about the Campus
Life program in Abilene and Chapman. Bishop
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Susquehanna Conference
On June 2 Bill Holtry shared with the Big Valley
congregation, Belleville, Pa., about his recent ministry in Romania. On June 19 Jake and Nancy
Shenk spoke about Zimbabwe. • The Carlisle,
Pa., church had a summer sermon series on "What
Does the Bible Say About . . . " such topics as
divorce and remarriage, influences on the mind,
negativism, and interracial marriage. The young
adults went white water rafting on June 22. • The
Cedar Grove congregation, Mifflintown, Pa., had
an old fashioned hymn sing on June 2 from the old
green and brown hymnals. The youth group
planted a dogwood on June 23 as a living memorial to Dale Allison. • The Kids Crusade "Journey
to the Son" was June 24-28 at the Cumberland
Valley church, Dillsburg, Pa. The video "Gods of
the New Age" was shown June 23 in the evening.
The Fairview church, Reesers Summit, Pa.,
reports the recent salvation of a young father. •
During the summer the Grantham, Pa., church
sponsored a children's story hour at the church
with an adult workshop called "Increasing Your
Child's Interest in Reading." The youth group
manned a food booth at the June 22 Grantham

Yard Sale. • On June 16 the Jemison Valley congregation, Westfield, Pa., received blanket donations for Navajo Mission, N.M. On June 15 S.
Lane Hostetter was available at the church for
wills counseling. • The Belleville Men's Chorus
was in concert June 23 at the Marsh Creek church.
Howard, Pa.
The Faith Class of the Mechanicsburg, Pa.,
church has placed cards on posters entitled "Encourage One Another" around the church for
members to fill out and place in the recipient's
mailbox. • On June 9 Olivia de Carvalho led a
music program for the Messiah Village congregation, Mechanicsburg, entitled "Remember Old
Hymns." • The Morning Hour Chapel congregation, East Berlin, Pa., recently had slides and discussion on the book The Rise of Babylon. • The
Boys Brigade of the Redland Valley congregation,
York Haven, Pa., had a campout June 14-16. The
church has a Tuesday night low-impact aerobics
class. • On June 1 the Wesley church, Mt. Holly
Springs, Pa., had a yard and food sale to benefit
the building fund. On June 9 furloughing missionaries Jake and Nancy Shenk spoke to the congregation.

Newsfor this column was received by July 1.
If you waited until after Sunday, June 30 to
send bulletins, your news may not have
appeared. Guidelines for sending news and
"For the Record"announcements should be
on file in every church office. If you do not
have them, please contact us at P.O. Box
166, Nappanee In 46550, and we will send
them to you.

For the Record
Births
Baughn: Kelli Jean, May 26; James and Jean
Baughn, Fairview congregation, Ohio.
Blad: Corey Joseph, June 5; Gary and Sandy
Blad, Westheights congregation, Ont.
Bowers: Nathan Daniel, Apr. 27; Doni and
Cindy (Blust) Bowers, Walkersville congregation,
Md.
Brooke: Brandi Lea, June 5; Lee and Janie
Brooke, Jemison Valley congregation. Pa.
Burgess: Thomas Aaron, Apr. 24; Stephen and
Elizabeth Burgess, Springvale congregation, Ont.
Croft: Kayla Elizabeth. May 21; Tim and Kelly
Croft, Mt. Rock congregation. Pa.
Engle: Erica Lynne, June 21; Fredrick and Nan
(Heisey) Engle, Manor congregation, Pa.
Eshelman: Savannah Rose, May 26; Barry and
Judy (Mumma) Eshelman, Cross Roads congregation, Pa.
Eshleman: Keith Alan, May 24; Timothy and
Pamela (Goss) Eshleman, Manor congregation,
Pa.
Gough: Elizabeth Ann, May 27; Richard and
Cheri (Moore) Gough, Walkersville congregation,
Md.
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Hall: Cassidy Garrett, Oct. 4, 1990; chosen
child of Kenneth and Lisa (Gsell) Hall, Mt. Rock
congregation, Pa.
Heidler: Elizabeth Carol, June 4; Eugene, Jr.,
and Tracey (Hoffman) Heidler, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa.
Heisey: Amanda Rose, June 16; Duane and
Darlene (Matthews) Heisey, Cross Roads congregation, Pa.
Hunt: Betsy Danae, May 23; Bryan and Christine (Musser) Hunt, Manor congregation, Pa.

of Henry and Ruby Carbaugh, Chambersburg,
Pa., June 8, at St. Johns Emmanuel United Methodist Church with Rev. Charles Tressler and Rev.
Curtis Bryant officiating.
Cober-Benson: Kerrie, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Wally Benson, Burlington, Ont., and Lyndon, son of Mr. and Mrs. Wilbert Cober, Petersburg, Ont., May 31, at Rosebank Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Rick Silvestro and Rev.
Trevor Main officiating

Long: Jared Donald Thomas, May 20; Kary
and Melody Long, Ridgemount congregation,
Ont.

Shellenberger: Benjamin Michael, June 5; John
and Rose(Renninger) Shellenberger, Cedar Grove
congregation, Pa.
Simpson: Alannah Marie, Apr. 23; chosen
daughter of Kevin and Jeannette Simpson, Ridgemount congregation, Ont.
Stauffer: Trisha Marie, Apr. 30; Ken and Tammy (Schwartz) Stauffer, Elizabethtown congregation, Pa.
Stiefel: Kristen Anna, May 30; Steve and Alvie
Stiefel, Winchester congregation, Va.
Taylor: Jeremy Levi Adam, Apr. 16; Kevin
and Lauren Taylor, Ridgemount congregation.
Ont.
Thompson: Megan Renee, May 31; Shane and
Heather Thompson, Maytown congregation. Pa.
Wolgemuth: Winston Lee, June 13; Eric and
Emily (Lesher) Wolgemuth, Cross Roads congregation, Pa.
Zook: Jeffrey Clyde, May 20; Kenneth and
Kay (Fisher) Zook, Abilene congregation, Kan.

Darling-Garber: Dawn M., daughter of Paul
and Mary Anne Garber, Ronks, Pa., and Timothy,
son of Eugene and Betty Darling, Dunn, N.C.,
June 8, at Refton Brethren in Christ Church with

E.V, Timelines

Mallette: Amanda Joy, May 4; Don and Sharon
Mallette, Ridgemount congregation, Ont.
Sechrist: Madeline Marie, May 7; Mark and
Carol Sechrist, Pleasant View congregation, Pa.

Colp-Tompkins: Durelle Elaine, daughter of
Doris Illman and George Tompkins, Kitchener,
Ont., and Darryn Norman, son of Len and Sue
Colp, Bailiboro, Ont., May 25, at Westheights
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. David Illman
and Rev. Michael Hannigan officiating.

100 Years Ago
Aug. 1, 1891 issue—"Is it right for me to use the street cars on Sunday? . . . The question is coming up for settlement time and time again."
Aug. 15, 1891 issue—"The tobacco habit in any form is neither neat, necessary, natural, cleanly nor decent . . . . Tobacco smoking, like opium smoking, is an unnatural vice, as well as a filthy habit."

75 Years Ago
Aug. 7, 1916 issue—In a letter from Choma, South Africa, H. Frances
Davidson writes: "There are 60 pupils in the Industrial School. . . . We
would probably have nearly 100 by this time if we could have taken all who
desired to come. . . . It makes one sad to send them away to their darkened,
Christless homes."
Aug. 21,1916 issue— Under "Bible School Department": "The total expenses
for one year for tuition, books, board and room is $175.00 to $200.00. . . .
Sr. Anna R. Engle, Mt. Joy, Pa., has been secured to teach the model school
the coming year in order to enable Sr. Mary E. Hoffman . . . to pursue
advanced study at another institution."

50 Years Ago
Weddings
Baker-Morgan: Cindy Lou, daughter of Elwood and Betty Jean Morgan, Ridgeway, Ont.,
and Charles Louis, son of Lillian Baker and the
late Orville Baker, Stayner, Ont., June 15, at
Sherkston Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Leonard J. Chester officiating.
Bentley-Seitz: Pamela Sue, daughter of Oakland and Marion Seitz, Stevensville, Ont., and
James Leonard, son of Leonard and Mabel Bentley, Kirkland Lake, Ont., May 25, at Sherkston
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Leonard J.
Chester officiating.
Biechler-Arment: Cynthia, daughter of Jeannette Arment, Lancaster, Pa., and Philip Biechler,
son of Mrs. Rudy Rigano, Lancaster, May 25, at
Refton Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. John
A. Brubaker officiating.
Bowman-Trautman: Tabetha Ann, daughter
of Timothy and Karen Trautman, Lititz, Pa., and
Gregg Lynn, son of J. Wilmer and Sandra Bowman, Lititz, June 22, at Manheim Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Luke Keefer, Jr., and
Rev. Glenn Pfeiffer officiating.

Aug. 11, 1941 issue—In the "News and Comments"column: "Figures issued
by the National Service Board for Religious Objectors, Washington, show
that more than 1,200 conscientious objectors to war are now engaged in work
of national importance. . . . The average American now lives 62.5 years, as
compared with a span of fifty years in 1900."

25 Years Ago
Aug. I, 1966 issue—"The 1966 General Conference will be cited in years to
come as a transition point in the administration of Brethren in Christ Missions. Two boards and a committee that have served separately and significantly . . . emerged . . as one board—Board for Missions."

10 Years Ago
Aug. 10, 1981 issue—Messiah College announced the addition of three new
majors: computer science, family studies, and art. . . . The hymnal committee reported meeting twice so far in 1981 with the hope of completing the task
by the end of 1983 and presenting the*hymnal by summer of 1984.

Carbaugh-Faeth: Jennifer, daughter of John
and Kathleen Faeth, Danville, Pa., and Brian, son
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Rev. John A. Brubaker and Rev. Eugene Darling
officiating.
Donner-Shortner: Janet L. Shortner and William G. Donner, May 26, at the chapel of Pomona
College, Claremont, Calif., with Rev. Paul Lehman-Schletewitz officiating.
Earl-Vander Bent: Linda Faye, daughter of
Bruce and Mina Vander Bent, Gormley, Ont., and
Michael Robert, son of Russell and Dianne Earl,
Niagara Falls. Ont., June 15, at Heise Hill Brethren
in Christ Church with Rev. Isaac Flagg and Rev.
Marlin Ressler officiating.
Fait-Winters: Patricia, daughter of Donald and
Pauline Winters, Lancaster, Pa., and Ronald, son
of Ronald and Mary Fait, Somerset, Pa., May 18,
at Refton Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
John A. Brubaker officiating.
Heckman-Evans: Michelle Evans and Patrick
Heckman, June 15, at Wilson College Chapel with
Rev. Lloyd T. Zimmerman officiating.

1

Heilman-Gish: Dawn Louise, daughter of
Edgar and Fern Gish, Lebanon, Pa., and Samuel
Scot, son of Carol and Samuel Heilman. Lebanon,
Pa., Apr. 27, at St. Stephen's United Church of
Christ with Rev. Bieber officiating.
Herr-Greider: Julie Elaine, daughter of Mr. C.
Robert and the late Marian M. Greider, and
Norman Lee, son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Frank
S. Herr and Ms. T. Arlene White, Washington
Boro, Pa., June 29, at Manor Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Robert L. Sheetz officiating.
Hess-Barkle: Lori Lynn, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Clair N. Barkle, Washington Boro, Pa., and
Timothy Allen, son of Mr. and Mrs. Gerald F.
Hess, Mountville, Pa , June 15, at Manor Brethren
in Christ Church with Rev. Robert L. Sheetz
officiating.
Hostetter-Rosenberger: Ruth Elizabeth, daughter of Naomi Rosenberger, Dallas Center, Iowa,
and Charles Myron Hostetter, Wrightsville, Pa.,
May 11, at Mound Park Brethren in Christ

/\/\(weH/\/\aPters

First things first
by Merle Brubaker
What would you do if you were a
church administrator and your "best
church" did not do what you expected
them to do?
That happened to the Apostle Paul.
You know how outspoken Paul was, so
what do you think he did?

Cooperative Ministries
Receipts—Year to Date
January 1 - June 30,1991
1991
Proportionate and
Designated
Congregational
Individual
Direct Giving
Congregational
Individual

1,185,324 1,199,431
1,119,790 1,096,040
65,534 103,391
156,361

138,737

86,130
70,231

80,578
58,159

Total to Date

1,341,685 1,338,168

Total Budget

3,835,885 3,749,096

Received to Date
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1990

35%

35.7%

Paul told other churches about it!
Are you surprised? Then get ready for
another surprise.
Paul praised them for not doing what
he expected them to do, and suggested
that other churches follow their example (in this specific instance!).
Actually Paul praised them for what
they did first, before they did what Paul
expected.
". . . they did not do as we
expected, but they gave themselves
first to the Lord and then to us in
keeping with God's will."1
The recent revival at the Manheim
Brethren in Christ Church during their
capital fund campaign reminded me of
Paul's experience with the Macedonians. They gave themselves first to the
Lord, then to each other and to their
community. Then they made decisions
about faith promise commitments for
the next three years.
That biblical pattern is the foundation laid by Alvin Burkholder, our first
employed Director of Stewardship.
When Philip Yancey publicly grieved in
a January 1991 Christianity Today essay

Church with Rev. Paul Eberhard and Rev. Philip
Funk officiating.
Howarth-Ober: Danette Michelle, daughter of
Paul and Judy Ober, Elizabethtown, Pa., and
Andrew E. E., son of Roger and Kathy Howarth,
Harrisburg. Pa., June 8, at First Church of God
with Rev. Michael Nelson officiating.
Huff-Nase: Luann Ellen, daughter of Roy and
Catherine Nase, Telford, Pa., and Keith D. Huff,
son of Eleanor Fulk and Dennis Huff, June 1, at
Souderton Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Kevin Ryan officiating.
Kipe-Book: Lois Ann, daughter of Rev. and
Mrs. Paul E. Book, Greenville, Ohio, and H.
Frank Kipe, Waynesboro, Pa., May 18, at Highland Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Paul
Book and Bishop Glenn Ginder officiating.
Martin-Johnson: Sherry Lynn Johnson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Felmlee, Orrstown,
Pa., and Ladean Allen, son of Mr. and Mrs.

about differences between Paul's biblical methods and the fund raising mail
Yancey received, I sent him copies of the
most recent fund raising letters from
Harold Chubb and Don Zook. I asked
if these letters might have hints of what
he was calling for in his article.
Yancey replied, "You're absolutely
right! The sample letters you've sent are
written in exactly the spirit I hoped for
in my columns. . . . That's a wonderful heritage that you are trying to fulfill,
and I commend you for it."
It has been my privilege during these
four years as Director of Stewardship to
continue to try to put the Scriptures into
practice, as literally as we honestly can.
My first task was to write a page for
the MISSIONS
brochure. After several false starts, I began studying 2
Corinthians 8 and 9, the most extensive
passage in the Scriptures on giving and
receiving.
To my surprise, I began to find a
significant fund raising principle in every
verse. To my delight, I discovered that
every principle was being practiced, to
some degree somewhere, in Brethren in
Christ churches.
So I've had an easy task: do what
Paul did. Find churches and individuals
who are giving and receiving as Jesus
(and Paul) did, and tell other churches
and individuals about it!
But it is not always easy. While Paul
wants "to test the sincerity of your love
by comparing it with others," he immediately points to the ultimate standard,
the giving of our Lord Jesus Christ who,
"though he was rich, yet for your sakes
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Aldine Martin, Greencastle, Pa., June 9, at Antrim
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Wilbur W.
Benner officiating.
Potteiger-Hoover: Debra Leann, daughter of
Boyd and Dottie Hoover, Greencastle, Pa., and
Chad, son of Jae and Marie Potteiger, Chambersburg, Pa., June 1, at Antrim Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Wilbur W. Benner officiating.
Rosenbaum-Martin: April Elizabeth, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Donald Martin, Chambersburg,
Pa., and Scott F., son of Bonnie and the late Philip
Rosenbaum, Birdsborough, Pa., June 1, at Air
Hill Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Robert
Verno officiating.
Sheard-Long: Mary Suzanne, daughter of
Richard and Jane Long, Walkersville, Md., and
Daniel W., son of Walter and Shirley Sheard,
Horseheads, N.Y., June 1, at Waynesboro Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Lynn Thrush and
Rev. Richard Long officiating.

became poor, so that you through his
poverty might become rich,"2
What do we do with that ultimate
standard? Is it an ideal to be honored,
but never practiced? Is it for some persons like the rich young ruler whom
Jesus asked to give 100 percent 3 while
others like Zacchaeus are to be commended for giving 50 percent.
Paul wants "what is best" for the
Christians at Corinth. 4 It was this good
news focus on the spiritual growth of
our givers that led Philip Yancey to
commend our "wonderful heritage" of
basing our policies and practices on the
Scriptures!
Don Zook and others have helped me
to realize that Jesus was right when he
said, "It is more blessed to give than to
receive." Don helped me apply this biblical principle—that our fund raising
needs to be designed to meet the needs of
the giver.
Alvin Burkholder wrote in 1976, "The
goal is not dollars, but the personal welfare of the giver." 5 Arterburn and Felton write in 1991, "If the organization
you support . . . seems to place greater
importance on your money than on you,
stop supporting that organization." 6
The primary reason the regional and
general boards, agencies and administrators exist is to minister to and for
existing local congregations, and to establish new congregations. And the congregations exist to worship and obey
God and proclaim the gospel of Christ
to all people.
After the capital fund campaign at
Manheim, Brian Hammer said, "As
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Steele-Heise: Sherry L., daughter of Leroy and
Lillian Heise, Guelph, Ont., and David E. K., son
of William and Joyce Steele, Kelowna, B.C., Sept.
19, 1990, at Morrison Presbyterian Church with
Rev. J. Allan Heise and Rev. Ann Yee Hibbs
officiating.
Steffee-Crowell: Kristi Dean, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Bobby G. Crowell, Nashville, Tenn., and
Richard Eldon, son of Rev. and Mrs. Larry Steffee, Dowelltown, Tenn., June 1, at Donelson
Presbyterian Church with Rev. Larry Steffee
officiating.
Stepp-Nafziger: Charlotte, daughter of Freeman and Marian Nafziger, Archbold, Ohio, and
Jonathan, son of Bert and Mary Stepp, Auburn,
Ind., May 18, at Pleasant View Mennonite Church
with Rev. James Detweiler and Rev. Rick Mailloux officiating.
Thornton-Grieve: Ruth Ann Beverly, daughter
of Jim and Merle Grieve, Lindsay, Ont., and

Christians we are in a win-win situation.
I'm glad we can build so we can share
this win-win situation with others."
W'eW, first things first. The Macedonians and the Manheimians gave themselves first to God, then to "us," and then
they enjoyed sacrificial giving of money
so that more people can share their
"win-win situation." 7
It really works when we "read and
respond obediently to the counsel of
God's word." 8

'2 Corinthians 8:5. The Macedonian churches
included Philippi, the only church that shared with
Paul "in the matter of giving and receiving" (Philippians 4:15).
2
2 Corinthians 8:8-9.
3
Also John Wesley, C. T. Studd, and others
have given 100 percent.
"2 Corinthians 8:10. New King James says, "It is
to your advantage. . . . "
5
Burkholder, Alvin C. Manual for Capital
Fund Raising, Philadelphia: The Neibauer Press,
1976. page 36.
6
Arterburn, Stephen, and Jack Felton, Toxic
Faith, Understanding and Overcoming Religious
Addiction, Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1991, page
259. Evangelical Book Club April 1991 selection.
'During the last four years it has been my privilege to share with four congregations in capital
fund campaigns: Air Hill, Five Forks, Bethel (Virginia) and Manheim. In each congregation many
people experienced this sequence: first giving
themselves to God, then to each other, then in
outreach to their community, then joyful sacrificial financial giving.
'General Conference Minutes, 1990, page 26.

Ronald (Mark), son of Ronald and Beverly
Thornton, Fort Erie, Ont., May 25, at Bertie
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Ronald
Thornton and Rev. Don Middlemiss officiating.
Wyrick-Stouffer: Christine Stouffer, Shippensburg. Pa., and Timothy Wyrick, May 25, at Mt.
Rock Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Lloyd
T. Zimmerman officiating.
Zimmerman-Johnson: Kathy Lynn, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur R. Johnson, Jr., Dickerson, Md., and James Allan, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Allan Zimmerman, Benton, Pa., Apr. 27, at
Damascus United Methodist Church with Rev.
Terry Hoke officiating.

Obituaries
Brubaker: Anna May Brubaker, born May 24,
1911, daughter of Levi W. and Leah Hawbaker
Mummau, died May 14. She was preceded in
death by two sisters. Surviving are her husband,
Menno O. Brubaker; two sons, David and Samuel;
three daughters, Esther Horst, Rachel Brubaker,
and Martha Starr; a sister, Ruth Layman; and
three brothers, Levi, Jr., Arthur and Adin. She
was a member of the Mt. Pleasant congregation
where she had taught Sunday school. The funeral
was held at the church with Rev. Jerel Book officiating. Interment was in the church cemetery.
Climenhaga: Essa Climenhaga, born Mar. 29,
1901, daughter of Abraham and Mary Bowen
Zimmerman, died June 8. She was preceded in
death by her husband. Glen Climenhaga; two
brothers; and three sisters. Surviving are a daughter, Shirley Winger; 8 grandchildren; 14 greatgrandchildren; 1 great-great-grandchild; and several nieces and nephews. She was converted in
1932 in the Buffalo Mission, and joined the Bertie
congregation with her husband. There she was a
faithful member for almost 60 years. The funeral
was held at the church with Rev. Don Middlemiss
and Rev. Mark Thornton officiating, assisted by
Albert Scholtens. Interment was in the church
cemetery.
Frey: Ernest Martin Frey, born Feb. 27, 1902,
in Talmadge, Kan., died Apr. 24. At age three, he
moved to Zimbabwe where his parents were missionaries with the Brethren in Christ. He attended
Messiah College and completed his B. A. at Taylor
University. While a graduate student at Pomona
College, he taught at Upland College, and later
pursued post graduate studies at Stanford University. In 1928 he married Elizabeth Hershey and
they moved to Grantham, Pa., where they both
taught at Messiah College. They later moved to
California and Texas where he sold cookware for
a living. He is known in Texas and the U.S. for his
training and motivational techniques. His lifelong
interest in Africa resulted in his creation of the
Harvey and Irma Frey Scholarship Fund administered by the Brethren in Christ Church.
Henry: Paul B. Henry, Sr., born Oct. 25, 1906,
died May 18. Preceding him in death was his wife,
Sarah Jane. Surviving are his wife, C. Gladys
(Kraybill Feese); 3 sons, Paul B., Jr., George D.,
and Gary Lee; 3 daughters, Betty Basehore, Shirley Bentz, and Patricia Kuhn; 2 stepsons, G.
Edward Feese and Joseph M. Feese; a stepdaughter. Carolyn E. Hess; 15 grandchildren; 8 stepgrandchildren; and 15 great-grandchildren. He
was retired from the Navy Ships Control
Center. He was a charter member of Emmanuel
Baptist Church, Merchanicsburg. The funeral was
held at Myers Funeral Home with Dr. Donald E.
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Smith officiating. Interment was in Trindle Spring
Cemetery.
Kaltreider: Elsie Mae Kaltreider, born Apr. 24,
1909, daughter of Joseph D. and Ida Emenheiser
Lehman, Sr., died May 26. Surviving are her husband, Clarence L.; a son, Joel B ; two grandsons; a
sister, Anna Newcomer; and a brother, Joseph
Lehman. She served with her husband as a deacon
couple for 36 years at the Locust Grove church,
taught Sunday school, and was a member of the
Messiah Village Auxiliary. The funeral was at the
Locust Grove church with Rev. Barton Starr and
Rev. Charles Lehman officiating. Interment was
in the church cemetery.
McElhaney: Isabell L. McElhaney, born Aug.
23, 1910, daughter of E. Hayes and Lulu Snyder
Lehner, died June 6 at Messiah Village. She was
preceded in death by her husband, Clair N. McElhaney. Surviving are a daughter, Lois Mitten; two
sisters, Louetta Stone and Margaret Oakes; a
brother, Samuel Lehner; and three granddaughters. She was a teacher from 1931 to 1974 in the
Upper Mifflin School and had received the Gold
Seal Award in 1961 as Cumberland County's outstanding teacher. She was a member of the Shippensburg American Assoc. of Retired Persons,
and auxiliaries of Messiah College and Messiah
Village. She founded the Newville Bible Club in
1958. Isabell was a member of the Green Spring
congregation where the funeral was held with Rev.
Terry Burton, Rev. Robert Stone, Rev. Ted Mitten, and Rev. J. Robert Lehman officiating.
Interment was in Prospect Hill Cemetery.
Sechrist: Kenneth E. Sechrist, Sr., 64, son of
William and Mary (Stump) Sechrist, died May 12.

Surviving are his wife, Patricia A. (Strickler); his
mother; a daughter, Roxann E. Curran; three
sons, Jeffrey E., Keith E., and Kenneth E.; three
grandchildren; three sisters, Mary Ellen Beaverson, Gladys I. Taylor, and Barbara S. Knisely; and
three brothers, Robert L., Thomas H., and William M. He had been part owner of Sechrist and
Anderson General Contractors, and a construction superintendent for Yorkco Builders. He was a
founding member of Pleasant View Brethren in
Christ Church, as Sunday school teacher, deacon,
board member, and member of the bowling
league. The funeral was held at the church with
Rev. Marvin R. Keller officiating. Interment was
in Bethlehem United Methodist Cemetery.
Stockslager: Dorothy Mae Stockslager, born
Feb. 3, 1911, in Toledo, Ohio, died June 12. Surviving are her husband, John; 2 daughters, Helen
Duncan and Velma Carey; a son, Richard Lee
Coyer; a stepson, Vernon; 33 grandchildren; 45
great-grandchildren; and 3 great-great-grandchildren. She was a homemaker and nursing assistant
and a member of Community Bible Chapel, where
the funeral was held with Rev. Larry Woomert
and Rev. J. Clair Shenk officiating.
Yost: Thelma Collins Yost, 75, died May 30.
Surviving are her husband, Donald M. Yost; two
sons, Fred K. Collins and Robert H. Collins; a
stepson, Kerr E. Yost; a stepdaughter, Donna
Bachman; two brothers, Ernest Cassell and Elwood
Cassell; and two grandchildren. She was a member
of the West Shore congregation. Rev. James Sollenberger officiated at a private funeral service.
Interment was in Woodlawn Memorial Gardens.

A 4 Visitor" in every
Brethren in Christ home
Renewals:
1 year:

$10.00 ($12.00 Can.)

2 years: $18.00 ($22.00 Can.)

3 years: $25.00 ($32.00 Can.)
5 years: $40.00 ($50.00 Can.)

New and Gift:
1 year:

Ready to Inform a n d inspire,
t h e Evangelical
Visitor arrives at your h o m e each
month, with news and views
of Brethren i n Christ a c r o s s
North America and around
t h e world.

26

$ 8.50 ($10.25 Can.)

BEST BUY: Lifetime Subscription: $ 1 5 0 ($185 Can.)

Use the address on your mailing label, noting any
errors
or changes. Mail with
check
or money order to: Evangelical Visitor,
P.O. Box
166,
Nappanee,
IN 46550.

"I can't read or write, but I can handle
a machine gun," said 12-year-old Roger
Benavidez, of Honduras. The quote is
featured on a new English- or Spanishlanguage poster available free from
MCC.
The 11" x 17" poster has a picture of a
Salvadoran boy in the military and talks
briefly about the unfortunate story of
many children who learn to fight wars
instead of go to school.
Contact any M C C office; specify
English or Spanish version when ordering. In Canada contact MCC Canada,
134 Plaza Drive, Winnipeg MB R3T
5K9; phone (204) 261-6381. In the United States contact MCC, P.O. Box 500,
Akron PA 17501-0500; phone (717)
859-1151.
"Christianity and the environment: A
collection of writings" by Art Meyer is
the 13th and most recent paper in
MCC's Occasional Paper Series. Art,
long-time Christian environmentalist
who wrote extensively on the issue,
served with MCC in Grenada and then
with MCC U.S. Peace Section's Global
Education department until his death
this past spring. This paper is a collection of some of his most recent writings
on the environment.
This and all other Occasional Papers
are available from MCC, P.O. Box 500,
Akron, PA 17501-0500, (717) 859-1151.
A S1 contribution per copy is suggested.
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Messiah
College News
Dean's List
Messiah College recently announced
its Dean's List for Spring 1991. The following Brethren in Christ students are
among those who received recognition
for their fine accomplishment.
Christopher Bert, sophomore, computer science, Mechanicsburg, Pa.
Gregg Bowman, senior biology, Lititz,
Pa.
Deborah Brandt, freshman, psychology,
Llewellyn, Pa.
Philip Brubaker, freshman. Christian
education, Arcanum, Ohio
Susan Cassel, senior, mathematics,
Grantham, Pa.
Mark Erb, freshman, accounting, Manheim, Pa.
Shawn Eyster, junior, computer science,
East Berlin, Pa.
Susan Fullerton, junior, international
business, Elizabethtown, Pa.
Rodney Gayman, junior mathematics,
Pleasant Hall, Pa.
Carolyn Groff, sophomore, accounting,
Gordonville, Pa.
Carla Heisey, freshman, pre-vet, Manheim. Pa.
Corrine Hess, junior, political science,
Dillsburg, Pa.
Kim Hoffman, senior, elementary education, Palmyra, Pa.
Nancy Huber, freshman, English, Annville, Pa.

Brethren in Christ faculty
granted refresher leaves
Earlier this year, the Board of Trustees approved refresher leaves for seven
faculty for the 1991-1992 academic year.
Among those faculty are two from the
Brethren in Christ Church.
Dr. Randall Basinger, Professor of
Philosophy, attends the G r a n t h a m
Brethren in Christ Church. Dr. Basinger
plans to continue his research and writina on DhilosoDhical models of God and
divine providence. He also wants to
further pursue his interest in the philosophical assumptions of pacifism. As a
result of these activities, Dr. Basinger
plans to publish at least one article.
Dr. John Yeatts, Associate Professor
of Christian Education, is a member of
the Grantham Brethren in Christ Church.
During the fall semester, Dr. Yeatts will
August 1991

Dr. Terry Brensinger, Assistant Professor of
Biblical Studies and a member of the Harrisburg
Brethren in Christ Church, will be Messiah College's representative at Daystar University College in Nairobi, Kenya, next academic year. Each
year, one Messiah College faculty
member
represents the college at Daystar, and up to six
Grantham students may apply for study at Daystar for one semester or an entire academic year.

Beth Jacobs, freshman, undeclared, Fairfield, Pa.
Susan Michajluk, junior, elementary
education, Greencastle, Pa.
Vickie Miller, sophomore, English,
Mechanicsburg, Pa.
Thanh Nguyen, freshman, human resource management, Grantham, Pa.
David Pierce, senior, civil engineering,
Nappanee, Ind.
Eric Seibert, junior, Bible, East Berlin,
Pa.
Curtis Sisco, junior, theatre, Hummelstown, Pa.
Beth Shertzer, junior, accounting, Columbia, Pa.
Merris Stambaugh, senior, biology,
Winchester, Va.
Andrew Steckbeck, freshman, accounting, Mount Joy, Pa.
Eric Steffy, junior, pre-engineering, East
Petersburg, Pa.
Chadwick Warfel, freshman, business
administration, Leola, Pa.

i ^ S
gnr
Randall
Basinger

John
Yeatts

continue his research on the topics of
comprehensibility and recall of various
versions of the Bible. His primary objective is to conduct a study of how people
reconstruct the biblical text to make it
conform to their theological presuppositions.

Mark Wastler, junior, history, Grantham, Pa.
Steven Zook, junior, mathematics,
Palmyra, Pa.
Students awarded Dean's and
President's Scholarships
Messiah awards a number of worthy
students with a Dean's or President's
Scholarship each academic year. The
scholarships are awarded to students
who have excelled in their coursework
and who have distinguished themselves
as outstanding leaders in specific activities while attending Messiah College.
The following Brethren in Christ students have received scholarships.
Cynthia Garis, senior, Christian education, Telford, Pa., Dean's
Cheryl Langley, junior, music education, Carlisle, Pa., President's
Thanh Nguyen, freshman, human resource management, Grantham, Pa.,
Dean's
Mark Wastler, senior, history, Grantham, Pa., Dean's
New academic building set to open
This 1991 -1992 year will see the opening of a new academic building at Messiah College, Frey Hall. Helping to meet
the educational needs of Messiah's almost 2,250 students, Frey Hall will also
alleviate the pressure for more classroom and faculty office space.
The building, which contains 15 classrooms and 45 faculty and service personnel offices, will also house four computer laboratories: two general purpose
teaching labs, one work station lab, and
a computer graphics lab.
Often referred to as the engineering
building, Frey Hall's use will actually
cross disciplinary lines. The building
will house the Engineering, Mathematical Sciences, and Management and Busi27

ness Departments, as well as a portion
of the Art and Theater Department. In
addition to the computer graphics lab,
space was allocated for sculpture and
ceramics studios.
A benefit of the new building is that it
will enable engineering majors to spend
all four of their college years on the
Grantham campus. This coming academic year will be the first year junior
engineering majors will not be required
to complete their junior and senior years
at the Philadelphia campus.
The dedication of Frey Hall is scheduled for Saturday, October 19, Homecoming Weekend, at 11:00 a.m. If you
are in the area, you are welcome to drop
by and join in the celebration of this
newest evidence of God's faithfulness to
Messiah College.

Fall enrollment
According to Ron E. Long, Vice
President for Admissions, Financial Aid,
and Communications, the total enrollment projection for Messiah in the fall
of 1991 is 2,215—about 40 fewer students than in fall 1990. However, the
entering class of '95 will have approximately 40 more students than last year's
freshman class. Between 560 and 570
freshmen are expected to enroll, as well
as 100 transfer students.
This spring, Messiah graduated its
largest class to date. The class of 1991
contained about 70 more students than
upcoming classes, and it will be difficult
to make up this difference since there is a
population decline in the number of 18year-olds. Considering such external
factors, Messiah's enrollment situation

is not a bad one. Many other Christian
colleges are experiencing declines in
their freshmen classes this fall. The following list shows how Messiah compares
to other colleges in the Christian College
Consortium (using last fall's statistics):
College

Asbury
Bethel
George Fox
Gordon
Greenville
Houghton
Malone
Messiah
Seattle Pacific
Taylor
Trinity
Westmont
Wheaton

Enrollment

1,053
1,791
1,073
1,146
849
1,114
1,515
2,252
2,268
1,740
913
1,268
2,235

A column for
Christian
peacemakers

Over the last months I've talked with
a number of survivors of family abuse
(sexual, physical, emotional). I've also
talked with an offender. All were connected with the Brethren in Christ
Church. In the case of both the offender
and one survivor in particular, the abuse
that occurred was the result of very basic
family dysfunction.
The offender's birth family separated,
he was molested as a child by a neigh-

borhood salesman, and his first marriage disintegrated due to inadequate
communication and his wife's infidelity.
The abuse occurred following his divorce
when he dated a woman with two young
daughters.
The survivor's father was an insecure
and angry man, whose childhood and
adult experiences of rejection and abuse
added to the accidental death of a young
son, contributed to his becoming an

Facing Family Abuse
From Darkness to Light
January 23-25, 1992
Cross Roads Brethren in Christ Church
Mount Joy, Pa.
Speakers
Ruth Krall, Goshen, Indiana
Sheron Brunner, San Francisco, California
also featuring
worship, workshops, art, small groups, resources
For more information, contact Wayne Kenney at the Cross Roads
Brethren in Christ Church at (717) 653-1616, or Harriet Bicksler, Board for
Brotherhood Concerns, P.O. Box 246, Mount Joy, PA (717) 653-8251. The
conference is also sponsored by MCC East Coast, MCC Committee on
Women's Concerns, Philhaven Hospital, Lancaster Mennonite Conference
Family Life Commission, and the Mount Joy Mennonite Church.
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offender. These contributing factors in
the lives of offenders in no way justify
the abuse, but they do help us understand that abuse often happens in the
context of a complex set of dysfunctional behaviors.
In the Ten Commandments, God set
forth the principle that the "sins of the
parents" are perpetuated to the third
and fourth generations. A prime example of the truth of that principle is family
abuse, where destructive cycles of behavior are often perpetuated from one
generation to the next.
How can we stop these cycles of abusive behavior? One way is to confront
them openly, a process which has begun
within the last several years in the
church. Last fall and again this past
spring, when two different conferences
on domestic violence were held and an
issue of Shalom! was published, the
overwhelming response from survivors
was profound gratitude that the silence
was finally being broken. Because of the
depth of the silence and secrecy surrounding family abuse, these survivors
ask that we continue to provide forums
where we confront the issue. Hence the
motivation for another major conference on family abuse.

The Way of Peace column is a project of
the Board for Brotherhood Concerns.
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QnesimB
Dear Paul,
I'm writing you this letter about
tongues. I hope you can read it. My wife
says my handwriting always looks as
though it's been written in tongues, and
she wonders whether anyone has the gift
to interpret it.
Actually my letter deals with more
than tongues. It concerns the whole
charismatic/non-charismatic division I
detect in the body of Christ. A few years
ago I thought the controversy was fading. These days I'm not so sure.
This seems to be one of the key measuring sticks we Christians use to determine who passes muster and who doesn't.
Oh, there's liberal versus conservative,
Calvinistic versus Arminian, and fundamentalist versus everybody else.
Increasingly, however, I'm asked, "Is
your church charismatic (or Pentecostal)?" I almost always get the impression
that the asker is going to embrace us or

debase us without further investigation,
based on how I answer that one question.
Sometimes I play devil's advocate
(that's something for a Christian to do,
eh?) and ask them what they mean by
charismatic. One inquirer stammered
and spluttered, concluding with, "Well,
I really don't know what I mean."
Usually people have some idea
though, even if they can't or won't
explain it. To them a charismatic church
is where the worshipers clap and lift
their hands (sometimes at the same
time). Or where everyone prays out
loud. Or where the singing is boisterous
and laden with choruses.
Or it's where the preacher actually,
visibly sweats when he or she preaches
(yes, the Pentecostals are less fussy than
many of the rest of us about women in
the pulpit). Or where the congregation
actually, visibly sweats when he or she

preaches. Or where the "gifts" are in
operation (meaning the especially sensational ones like tongues, interpretations,
healings, and special messages of
knowledge and wisdom).
Often the reaction to such goings-on
is unequivocal. "That's the only way to
worship—anything else is sub-Christian
and dead," one will say. "All that noise
and emotion is an abomination—worship should be done decently and in
order," another will counter.
Of course your Corinthian writings
(see my July letter) inevitably form the
main line of defense for both viewpoints. To the Pentecostals you're the
founder and father of the breed. To the
other side you are Captain Orthodox,
putting a body slam on those "charismaniacs."
I wish, Paul, we could get beyond all
continued on page 30

"Readers"Respond
This is a response to Walter Winger's
letter in the June 1991 Visitor.
The slaughter of 100,000 Iraqi people
and the destruction of that nation's
infrastructure, virtually assuring the
death by disease and starvation of tens
of thousands more, may be consistent
with a Christian profession, and not an
anti-Christ activity at all; but if it is, I
pray the world may be spared ever seeing what would qualify as anti-Christ
behavior. If heaven is the destiny of
those who do such things, let all great
sinners take heart, for who is left to send
to hell?
Tarek Aziz, the foreign minister of
Iraq, is also a professing Christian. Does
that profession give him immunity to
judgment by the standard of Christ? I
should think rather it assures that he will
be judged by the standard of Christ. W.
Winger is concerned to defend George
Bush against words of criticism, calling
my clear statement of Christ's truth "violence," and at the same time ignoring
without a comment the slaughter of tens
of thousands of people, killed because
August 1991

they had the misfortune to be ruled by a
brutal president. Among those killed at
the behest of our professing Christian
Commander in Chief were some 5,000
professing Christians, based on the
estimate that five percent of Iraqis are
Christian. Was this an offering to God
in the form of a sacrifice of fellow believers? Was it an answer to the prayers of
American Christians regarding events in
the Gulf? Was it a biblical alternative to
global permissiveness?
I find it baffling and disturbing that a
Brethren in Christ pastor characterizes a
call for sustained, costly, and dedicated
immersion in the teaching, way, and
spirit of Jesus Christ as "simplistic
answers to complex problems," not deserving to be taken seriously.
What books on Christian nonviolence has Pastor Winger read? He says
that he is willing to wait for a threesentence answer or a five-minute discourse on Christian nonviolence. Is that
really enough? Does he expect to absorb
Christ's alternative to the multi-billion
dollar, continuously-running government-sponsored military educational

enterprise in three sentences or five minutes? The point of my article was to say
that this is an impossibility, and that the
church is naive and culpable for thinking it can happen. Did Walt miss the
point?
The December 1988 issue of Brethren
in Christ History and Life carried an
essay on peacemaking and the church
which I wrote. The essay reviews 27
books on Christian nonviolence. For
now, that is my response to Walter. If he
has not read most or all of those books,
it is patently unfair—and actually a tad
shallow—for him to be telling readers of
the Visitor that for decades he has
searched unsuccessfully for a biblical,
theologically sound answer to the question, "What would you do about Saddam Hussein?"
One thing I would not do about Saddem Hussein would be to kill 100,000
people who were not Saddem Hussein,
many (if not most) of whom were far
more his victims than his advocates.
John K. Stoner
Akron, Pa.
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Onesimus
continuedfrom page 29
that. I wish we could forever abandon
even the search for the One Right Form
Of Worship, let alone the claim to have
mastered it.
It seems to me that God is much less
interested in the how's of worship than
the who's of worship. As Jesus told the
Samaritan woman, it doesn't really matter whether this worship is "on this
mountain" or at Jerusalem, but whether
true contact between humanity (the
who) and God (the Who) takes place.
Whether with chorus or choral anthem,
by clapping hands or clasping a prayer
book, through shouts or silence, divine-

human encounters that magnify God
and transform persons is the goal.
Oh, sure, worship services can be dry
as dust (although like beauty, meaningful worship lies somewhat in the eyes of
the beholder). Frankly I've experienced
that dryness at times both in the revival
tent and in the cathedral. Always our
goal must be worship "in spirit and in
truth."
And while I'm not sure what all you're
saying in 1 Corinthians, I've come to
these tentative conclusions:
1. I need to recognize that my preference for a particular worship style
may be based more on personality and
past experience than on biblical or spiritual factors.

2. I need to be tolerant and appreciative of those whose worship theologies
and practices differ from mine.
3. I need to stretch myself occasionally to engage in worship forms that are
less common and comfortable to me.
4. I need constantly to be aware of
Satan's desire to use such issues as a
crowbar to divide the church and get our
eyes off our main mission of worshiping,
evangelizing, and serving together as
one church.
1 wait to hear your response to all this.
Your charismatic (depending
on how that word is used!)
servant,
Onesimus

"Phoebe's Journal
The Local Church
Recruitment Dilemma
I'm a member of the church board in
my local congregation. Lately, I've been
hearing a lot of pastoral frustration with
the recruiting process—it's becoming
increasingly difficult to find people to
teach Sunday school, serve on the evangelism team, do child care, youth work,
etc. Everyone seems to be too busy to
accept an assignment which requires a
weekly commitment to preparation and
presence. As a good child of the church,
I'm moved by the need and want to help,
but I too am limited in what congregational tasks I can accept.
Besides the general excuse of busyness, there are other reasons for the
reluctance of many to accept significant
and time-consuming assignments in the
local congregation: 1) Most congregations now have professional pastoral

Pontius'
Puddle
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staff and sometimes we are tempted to
think they should do everything because
we pay them. 2) Many women who
previously did much of the nitty-gritty
work of the church are now employed
outside the home in addition to being
wives and mothers with heavy responsibilities at home. 3) Some say that babyboomers are self-centered and don't
want to do anything that might be costly
or inconvenient. 4) In many churches,
the expectations are higher than they
once were. The desire to teach Sunday
school isn't good enough anymore; we
expect that teachers will be dynamic,
exciting, informed. 5) Our lives are full
and there are many more options for
our time now than several decades ago.
We want to be free to come and go as we
please, do things with the family; we
don't want to be tied down to a job at
church that requires us to be there every
Sunday or Wednesday, week in and
week out.

W
GON(jRE6-ATIOM UP\S
REAvLLV T A K E N H O L D O F
T H E CAfAPA\GrN T O

So where does that leave the church?
How do we cut through the various
excuses and persuade people to volunteer for the jobs that need to be done? I
know that I am vulnerable to the various
appeals that go out in my church for
youth workers, Sunday school teachers,
and so on. Even though I am already
involved in a couple of significant ministries, I always feel like I should be doing
more. But heaping guilt on people isn't
the answer either. I'm sure there are others like me who simply can't do more,
given the particular circumstances in
our lives. And on at least some level, I
think I should be doing even less.
I know that there have been and continue to be many families in the church
for whom church work has seemed
more important than family. Whenever
the doors of the church are open, so to
speak, they are there, regardless of what
else is going on in their families. I'm
particularly sensitive to that, because of
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the dynamics in my family. 1 work hard
at developing a balance, but I know I
don't always succeed; I usually worry
more about tipping the scales in favor of
the church rather than in favor of the
family. At the same time, it's difficult for
me to understand how someone can justify coming to church but not serving in
any capacity, or can feel okay about
limiting their involvement to one Sunday a month in the church nursery.
I don't believe that the work of the
church should be done only by paid
staff—we are all ministers. I believe that
one of the primary tasks of professional
pastoral staff is to equip and disciple
others to do ministry. But perhaps we
ought to broaden our definition of
"doing ministry"—perhaps we have
tended to confine ministry to within the
walls of a local church rather than
extend it to the communities in which
we live and work. And perhaps many of
those same people who refuse to teach
Sunday school on a weekly basis are in
fact involved in significant outreach
ministries in their neighborhoods, which
is really what the church is about anyway. Maybe most of what goes on in the
church building is serving our own
needs rather than the needs of the world.
Yet I come back to some basic questions: if there are no Sunday school
teachers or youth workers, who will
teach and guide our children? (Most
kids need more Christian adults in their
lives than just their parents.) How will
we learn more about the Christian walk
and how will we support and nurture
each other? Who will help us worship
God as a community of faith?
I suspect that we ought to be thinking
about new ways of doing church, to
keep up with our changing world. Perhaps we need to re-evaluate the typical
goal of growing large because of the
infrastructure that is required to keep a
large church going. If we believe that the
way we do church is right, then we need
to spend time in honest and prayerful
dialogue about how that affects the use
of our time and talents. What does the
Lord require of us in service to the
church?
Phoebe
Readers may correspond with
both Phoebe and Onesimus by
writing to them c/o the Evangelical Visitor, P. O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550.
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Oddities . . .
We were driving through Elkhart last Saturday on our way into Michigan when I
noticed the license plate on the station wagon ahead of us. "How often have you seen
a Hawaiian license plate?" I asked Linda. Not having been to the islands, we couldn't
recall seeing any. "I wonder how they got the car here?" I mused out loud . . . and
then, seeing how dilapidated it was, continued, "And why did they go to the trouble?"
Why pay to bring an old station wagon to the mainland, when we've got tons of
rolling wrecks here?
My question went unanswered, of course, and we headed on in our travels to
Warren Dunes State Park, on the shore of Lake Michigan, for a late afternoon of
relaxation on the sand and in the water. A couple of hours later, lying on the beach
reading a book about Macintosh computers and desk top publishing (more about
that next month), 1 heard a young woman say, "I'm not going into the water until I
know the temperature."
It's really nice, I thought to myself in response. Linda and I had been out in our
two-person $29.95 rubber boat and I had managed to totally immerse myself twice
getting into and out of the flimsy thing. I'm sure the spectacle brought smiles to many
onlookers. Yes, the water is really nice.
Part of her family was already out in the lake. "It feels like 83°," one said in
response. "No, it's more like 80°," said another. I had been expecting something like,
"It feels great, come on in!"rather than speculations on the exact temperature. Then I
noticed it—one of the people, perhaps her mother or mother-in-law—was holding a
large outdoor thermometer in the water. Pulling it out, she announced triumphantly,
"It's 83°," whereupon the first young woman headed for the lake. "1 wonder what the
cut-off temperature was?" I asked Linda, as we looked at each other in mild disbelief.
Since Saturday, I've been trying to think of a significant spiritual application for
these two incidents. (I've thought of some adages they illustrate, but they really aren't
all that significant.) So I share them with you as two slightly off-beat snippets of life. If
you see a spiritual lesson in either or both, jot down your thoughts and send them to
"Oddities," c/o Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550. Be sure to
sign your name—that way, if you submit a real gem, we can publish it in the Visitor.

. . . and a mystery
Several subscribers have reported that the June issue never reached Upland, Calif.
At first, we thought only one or two magazines had been lost, but now it seems the
entire bag labeled 91786 is off somewhere in the postal system. What's more, in
checking with the local post office, there is the suspicion that another bag or two may
be missing.
Along with this August issue we are mailing another copy of the June issue to all
Upland subscribers. And as long as our extra copies last, we will send that issue to
anyone else who writes to tell us they didn't receive the June magazine. It will be
interesting to see if the missing mail bag ever shows up in Upland.

An update on "Of wrens and wasps . . ."
In the May editorial, I wrote of finding at my parents' home in Iowa a wren house
my father built many years ago. Because wasps had once built a nest in it, wrens had
never occupied it. I wrote, "I think that the next time I'm in Iowa, I'll clean out the
birdhouse . . . and hang it so that Dad can see it from his room, where he is now
bedfast. . . . " We made a quick trip to Iowa in mid-May, and I did just that. Dad
was able to see it, and smiled.
Just after midnight on Tuesday, June 3, we received word that my father had just
passed away. By Tuesday evening, we were headed to Iowa and a Friday morning
funeral.
That Thursday afternoon, as we were getting ready for the viewing, Mom happened to glance outside. A wren was investigating the birdhouse. She started to go tell
Dad. . . .
G
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w Hy acK l^me
Roots
by Warren L. Hoffman
A contemporary song describes three
trees: a riverside tree growing tall and
strong; a wintertime tree swept by winter winds yet straight as an arrow; and a
downtown tree that is green and lovely,
even where buildings block the sun.
Despite the different circumstances, each
tree is thriving for reasons identified in
the refrain: "I've got roots growin'down
to the water. I've got leaves growin' up
to the sunshine."
All three trees depicted in the song are
fruitful because they are sinking their
roots deeply into the soil in quest of
water and minerals. They are stretching
their leaves upward for air and sunlight.
With these vital needs met, the trees
grow strong. The refrain concludes,
"The fruit that I bear is the sign of the life
in me."
The point is this: like healthy trees,
drawing water and minerals up through
their roots, believers cannot live apart
from a vital connection with the Lord
Jesus Christ. We must push our roots
deeply into the life of Jesus Christ. We
must stretch our leaves upward into his
love. Then we shall flourish like a
strong, fruitful tree.
The development of deep spiritual
roots, however, is not easy. One reason
for the difficulty is the continual pressure of unfinished tasks. With so much
to be done, we think, how can I divert

Warren Hoffman is
bishop of the Atlantic
Conference. This article is excerpted from
the book We Have
This Ministry, to which
Warren was a contributor.

valuable time and energy away from my
work? We forget that seedlings grow in
two directions. One shoot grows downward into the soil to become the roots.
Another grows up through the soil,
reaching for sunlight, to become trunk
and branches. The root system of a
strong, healthy tree is almost as extensive as the trunk and branches. Like
trees, Christian believers can be only as
strong and productive as their root systems allow.
A second reason for neglecting our
spiritual roots is that a shallow root system may seem adequate under normal
conditions. When we live and serve in
the midst of a supportive community of
believers, when the buoyant faith of
many people lifts ours, an undeveloped
root system is sufficient. But circumstances change. And poorly rooted believers, like trees with shallow roots, are
vulnerable in times of adversity.
A third and sobering reason for the
neglect of spiritual roots is that some
churches do not value the unseen work
of developing spiritual roots. These
churches want members who interact
effectively with people, accomplish tasks
with competence, and give capable leadership. The demand for proficiency in
these areas is great, and members who
excel are rewarded with recognition and
enlarging responsibilities. Unfortunately, when churches place a premium on
outward productivity, a corresponding
patience to wait for inner spirituality is
typically lacking.
Richard Foster has written, "Superficiality is the curse of our age. The doctrine of instant gratification is a primary
spiritual problem." He adds, "The desperate need today is not for a great
number of intelligent people, or gifted
people, but for deep people."1
In the face of such pressures, without
and within, it is a courageous act of faith
to act on the biblical dictum: spiritual
roots are essential. The psalmist declares
that the person who meditates on the
i7i 3
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Richard J. Foster, The Celebration of Discipline: The Path to Spiritual Growth (New York:
Harper & Row Publishers, 1978), p. 1.
2
Ken Medema, "Tree Song"(Kansas City, Mo.:
Lillenas Publishing Company, 1983).
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law of the Lord is "like a tree planted by
streams of water, which yields its fruit in
season and whose leaf does not wither"
(Ps. 1:3).
The Apostle Paul similarly writes,
"So then, just as you received Christ
Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him,
rooted and built up in him, strengthened
in the faith as you were taught, and
overflowing with thankfulness" (Col.
2:6-7).
Jesus identifies himself as the source
of the vital nutrients needed for spiritual
life and development. "I am the vine;
you are the branches. If a man remains
in me and I in him, he will bear much
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing"
(John 15:5). To flourish like a strong,
fruitful tree, every Christian believer can
take the initiative to be deeply "rooted"
in a vital, living connection with the
source of life, Jesus Christ.
The most natural place to begin, for
most of us, is with Bible study. Another
basic way to develop deep spiritual roots
is to pray. The practice of prayer is not
complete without regularly reading the
Bible in a relaxed and reflective way.
Other ways to sink our roots deeply
into the Living Christ are by generous
giving, fasting, participating in a small
group, and active witness and service.
Of course, nothing compares with the
exhilaration of encountering God in
worship.
In all of these practices we are able to
experience a vital connectedness with
the Lord Jesus Christ, the source of our
life and vitality. As we sink our roots
deeply into this rich soil, we can sing,
"I've got roots growin' down to the
water. I've got leaves growin' up to the
sunshine. And the fruit that I bear is the
sign of the life in me." 2
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