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editorial
Family devotions and personal "quiet
time"—among the greatest experiences
in a believer's life? Or one of the most
frustrating? Visitor readers voiced both
of these views and others as well as they
responded to the June invitation to
comment on personal or family devotions. The articles on pages 4-9 reflect
the observations of several Visitor readers on these twin topics.
Meanwhile, a modest survey, focusing only on family devotions, was conducted at General Conference in July. A
brief questionnaire was circulated to a
number of delegates chosen at random.
The 25 responses encompassed the families of 9 pastors, 2 ministers not currently pastoring, 3 deacons, and 11 lay
persons.
Two of the couples reported accepting Christ about 4 years ago, while one
couple, in their mid-60s, noted they had
been Christians for some 50 years. Incidentally, this couple said they had family devotions (which they said were "reasonably satisfying") about twice a week,
while both of the younger couples said
they do not now have regular family
devotions, but would like to start.
The first survey question asked, Do
you have regular family devotions in
your home (husband and wife, plus
children if they are at home)? Fifteen
people responded "yes," with 10 saying
"no," but that they wished they were.
Those reporting regular family devotions were eight of the pastors, the two
ministers not currently pastoring, two of
the deacons, and three lay persons.
Reporting "no" were one pastor, one
deacon, and eight lay persons.
About how often does your family
have a devotional time together? Six
persons reported "every day"—three
pastors and one of the ministers not

pastoring, and two deacons. Two more
pastors checked "every other day."
"Twice a week" was the response of two
pastors, one minister not now pastoring,
and two lay persons. "Once a week" was
marked by one pastor and one lay
person.
What do you see as the main purpose
of family devotions? The responses were:
worshiping and honoring God (11),
creating family unity and harmony (7),
and teaching concepts about God's word
(6).
What elements do you usually include
in your devotional time? Leading the
list, with 18 responses each, were prayer
and sharing, and Scripture reading.
(Obviously, some of the people who
indicated they didn't have regular devotions still answered this question and the
one mentioned above.) Twelve noted
that they use some type of devotional
meditation. Four checked the response
"teaching—exploring ideas together."
Three listed music as an important part
of their devotional times as families.
And how do people feel about their
family worship? One question asked, I
would evaluate our devotional periods
(for most participants, most of the time)
as . . . Eight respondents saw them as
"helpful and enriching." Eight others
weren't quite as upbeat, checking the
"reasonably satisfying" category. Two
checked the "frustrating" box. No one
picked the "rather meaningless and boring" response, although one person did
write in, "all of the above some of the
time." (It would be interesting to know
how the children in these families would
have answered this question, instead of
the parents.)
*

*

*

A sampling of the comments jotted
on the survey forms:

A special welcome . . .
. . . to first-time readers of the Visitor. Even though this is not
quite a typical issue (we don't always cariy an 8-page section on
Messiah College, for example), you should be able to sample the
overall flavor of the magazine.
We hope you decide to j o i n the growing family of Visitor
readers. N e w subscriptions cost $7.00 (S8.50 Canadian) for the
first year. Renewal prices are listed on page 3. To subscribe, send
your check and complete address to: Evangelical Visitor, P.O.
Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550.
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"Good discipline—brings family together around a spiritual theme—allows
us to express our dependence upon God
on a daily basis."
"We have devotions as a family every
so often, but would like for it to be more
regular. I grew up with boring family
devotions and struggle with this question—not wanting our children to have
the same attitude. I believe we are teaching our children through everyday happenings."
"Although I have been a Christian for
nine years, my husband has been a
Christian for only two. I have devotions
with the children on a frequent but
irregular basis (not satisfied with this).
However, we do try to have a very meaningful worship time at evening meal—including prayer for others' immediate
needs."
"We have our devotions in the morning after a family breakfast. Beginning
the day together sets the tone for cooperation, kindness, mutual submission,
open sharing throughout the day."
"I generally try to use the devotional
time to teach moral principles as well as
to learn from the Scriptures. I would
rather teach them at that time (when it is
non-threatening) than to quote Scripture at them fthe children] when they
have erred. It is my opinion that such
practices can alienate the child from the
Bible and make him/her view it as an
enemy."
"I view family devotions in a much
more relaxed and varied style. We involve the family in discussions of Christian issues in various settings, take part
in helpful activities, but try not to fail to
have the formal time of prayer and
worship."
"I am glad you are featuring this concern in the Visitor. Recently we have
discussed how to make this period a
'happier' time for our children (ages 9,
10). Perhaps you could recommend
some resources that would be helpful for
using in family devotions."
*

*

*

Several readers have suggested ideas
for resources. One family regularly pulls
out one of last year's Christmas cards
and prays for the person(s) who sent it.
Another reports reading from the Visitor and other periodicals and books
occasionally. The Missions Prayer Fellowship Challenge was mentioned, as
Evangelical
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well as a number of books, the titles of
which appear in several of the following
articles. Also pictured on the following
pages are some books recommended
(and sold) by Christian Light Bookstores.
Another resource for personal or family devotions will soon become available
through selected Brethren in Christ congregations. Arrangements are now being
made for the denomination to join in
publishing a quarterly devotional magazine, Rejoice. Daily selections (one for
adults, another for children) are written
from a believer's church perspective,
and are loosely correlated with The
Foundation Series Sunday school curriculum. (However, use of The Foundation Series is not necessary for the use
and enjoyment of Rejoice). An additional feature will be a section of prayer
requests prepared by and for the Brethren in Christ Church.
In an initial, introductory phase, Evangel Press will be contacting a representative sampling of congregations in the
next several months with the goal of
placing 2,000 copies of Rejoice in Brethren in Christ homes on a free-will offering basis for a year. Pastors interested in
learning more about Rejoice and this
initial distribution plan may contact
Phyllis Lentz, Evangel Press, P.O. Box
189, Nappanee, IN 46550.
*

*

*

I was surprised and somewhat disappointed that singing apparently does not
play a vital role in our family worship
experiences. A family need not be great
musicians in order to benefit from singing the faith. You don't even need a
piano or guitar; you can sing along with
a record or simply sing a cappella. Why
not try some traditional choruses, some
of the new praise choruses, and some
easy-to-sing hymns (from your family
copies of Hymns for Worship and
Praise, the new Brethren in Christ hymnal) in your family worship, as well as in
your personal quiet time.
*

*

*

Recently I have heard several people
describe how guilty they feel when the
subject of personal devotions is mentioned. It is not my intent to increase the
guilt level in the areas of family worship
or personal quiet time. Instead, I would
hope this issue of the Visitor can be a
means of our encouraging and strengthening one another in these areas. Depending upon the nature of the reader
response, we may come back to these
topics in a later issue.
G
September

1984

visnoR

evangelical

The official publication of the Brethren in Christ Church
September 1984

Vol. 97, No. 9

FEATURES
4

Time well-spent

5

"When I hear people . . ."

6

" . . . a feeling of quiet satisfaction . .
Miles Gardiner
"I enjoy comprehending the Word" John Rosenberry

7

"I get letters from my children . . ." Betty Rosentrater
Our not-so-quiet time Melodie Shumaker

8
10
11

Marlene K. Lebo

Making room for J e s u s

Name Withheld

Mark M. Redfearn

Praying in the Bronx

Rod Musser

The results of prayer

Linda Worman

Pilgrim Chapel team wins World Bible Quiz tournament

12

Missiology and the Brethren in Christ

13

T h e Earth is the Lord's

Roger C. Sider

14

G o d at work in our world

16

DramaFest '84: a brief report

17
18

Let Y O U t h Reach
SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY SECTION
Messiah College—
75 Years of Vision and Vitality Kathryn J. Sides

29

Walking by faith

31
32

CM&M—What's That? Paul Hostetler
Cooperative Ministries and
Missions Regional Conference Reports

Darrel Brubaker

Karen Sollenberger

DEPARTMENTS
2
26
29

Editorial
Church N e w s
Daily Bible reading

30
30

Onesimus
Writer's C o n t e s t

EVANGELICAL VISITOR (ISSN 0745 0486) is published monthly by Evangel Press, 301N. Elm
Street (P.O. Box 166), Nappanee, IN 46550-0166. Member of Evangelical Press Association and
Meetinghouse, a Mennonite and Brethren in Christ editors' group. Biblical quotations, unless
otherwise indicated, are from the New International Version.
Editor: Glen A. Pierce
Mailing Information: All correspondence, manuscripts and subscriptions should be addressed
to the Editor, Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550-0166. Changes of address
should include both the old and new addresses.
U.S. Subscriptions: 1 year—$8.50; 2 years—$15.00; 3 years—$21.00; 5 years—$33.00. New
and Gift: $7.00. Lifetime: $130.00.
Canadian Subscriptions (in Canadian funds): 1 year—$10.00; 2 years—$18.00; 3 years—
$26.50; 5 years—$41.00. New and Gift: $8.50. Lifetime: $160.00.
Overseas airmail rates available upon request.
Second-class postage paid at Nappanee, IN 46550-0166. Printed in U.S.A.
® 1984. All rights reserved.

3

Time well-spent
by Marlene K. Lebo
Our devotional time together started
when my husband and I were dating and
we began the practice of praying together
before we separated for the night. Since
we both came f r o m homes where family
worship was a part of our lives, we just
naturally started having family devotions when we got married.
When our first child was still very
young, we got the book The Bible in
Pictures for Little Eyes ( M o o d y Press)
and used this for his benefit. F r o m that
point on we adjusted our family devotions to fit the ages of our children.
We've used Stories for the Children's
Hour by Kenneth Taylor (Moody Press),
and Who Am I? Bible Games (Zondervan). We have read and reread Bible
Story Book by Elsie E. Egermeier
(Warner Press). This book is a complete
narration f r o m Genesis to Revelation.
Some of the things we find seem so
unusual that we go to the Bible to make

sure that is what the Bible says. Sure
enough, even we adults are surprised.
At certain stages, we—parents and
children—used this time to memorize
Scripture passages together. We have 10
or 12 of these which we review f r o m time
to time.
We were brought up in traditional
homes where during family worship we

someone is absent, we try to have devotions with the ones that are present. One
thing that gives us a good feeling as
parents is getting home f r o m visiting or
a meeting and later finding that the
children—already in bed—have had
family devotions together even though
we were not there.
We have two boys and a girl. One
time the boys and Dad pray and the next
time Mother and daughter pray. One
evening when Dad was at a meeting, I
asked our nine-year-old if he could pray
like a man, meaning to remember all our
requests, etc. In a deep voice he started
praying, "Dear Heavenly Father . . . "
As you might guess, our family devotions are not always serious times.

We were brought up in homes where
during family worship we sat to
read and knelt to pray. Some of our
devotional times now might be
considered pretty unorthodox . . .
sat to read and knelt to pray. Some of
our devotional times now might be considered pretty unorthodox. Sometimes
we come home late at night when it's
already time for the children to be in
bed. We have devotions in the car, quoting Scripture and praying together while
the driver watches the road and listens.
If we have guests, we invite them to
share with us and include them. As the
children get older it is harder to have
everyone together every time. Even if

QOf> KU i\
HIS
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Helping to make our prayer time
really meaningful to our whole family
are the prayer partners we have had over
the past few years. We have chosen different missionaries over different periods of time. We write to each other,
sharing requests and concerns. We pray
and then are interested to hear about the
answers. Someone has said that missions is like a bank; the more you put
into it, the more the interest grows. We
find this to be very true. Sometimes we
learn of someone in our congregation
who has a special need or is facing some
crisis. We let that person know that we
will be remembering him or her in our
family devotions for however many
weeks or months may be necessary. This
way we know whom and what we are
specifically praying for. It teaches our
children to stretch their prayers and
thoughts beyond our own family.
I think sharing in family devotions
helps the children to realize how important prayer is, not only for others, but
for ourselves as well.
We as parents do feel that devotional
time is time well spent and worth the
effort it takes to make it a meaningful
experience.
Marlene K. Lebo lives in Mechanicsburg,
PA
4 Evangelical
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"When I hear people talk about
getting up at 4:00 a.m. to pray for
two hours, I am overwhelmed
with a sense of failure . .
Dear editor:
When you asked me to write something for your "survey" on personal
devotions, you probably didn't expect
the kind of thing that is enclosed. To be
honest, when I saw the invitation in the
Visitor, I deliberately ignored it simply
because the whole issue is a hard one for
me. But your specific invitation forced
me to think about it more and to try to
articulate at least some of the concerns
I've felt over the years. If it isn't what
you want, feel free not to use it. I also
admit to some sensitivity about having
my name attached to it, although at the
same time I think it would probably be
good to have someone publicly acknowledge these kinds of feelings. I don't
think we do that enough! Ijust am not
sure I want to be the guinea pig! What
do you think?

I have for years suffered a lot of guilt
over my failures to establish a regular
pattern of personal devotions in the traditional sense of that term. I've heard
many people talk about the importance
of devotions in their lives—people who
get up daily at 4:00 a.m. and pray for
two hours, or those who, in spite of
hectic schedules, faithfully manage to
squeeze in time each day to read and
study the Bible and pray. When I hear
this kind of testimonial, I am generally
overwhelmed with a sense of failure. It's
not that I don't believe in the importance of prayer and personal Bible study;
it's just that I haven't been able to do it
regularly.
I acknowledge my feelings of guilt
and failures for several reasons: 1) I
suspect that I'm not alone in having
those feelings. But there's a lot of pressure in the church to be successful (perfect?) and it's often very difficult to
admit failure. 2) I question whether my
guilt is useful. While guilt sometimes
helps change behavior, in my experience
it more frequently paralyzes and preSeptember
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vents change. 3) I also wonder whether
a failure to establish a regular pattern on
"devotions" is something worth feeling
guilty about.
This year (1984), for the first time in
many years, I'm attempting to read the
Bible through. The schedule I'm following, from the American Tract Society,
has the whole Bible divided into daily
segments. Some days I don't read anything, and then I catch up on other days
when I have more time or inspiration.
Right now I'm about two weeks behind
schedule. That bothers me until I realize
how much I've enjoyed what I have
read. I've been deliberately tracing
themes as I read and noticing things that
I never did before. Even though I am
trying to stick to the schedule, it seems to
me that what is important is that I'm
benefitting from what I'm reading.
Another aspect which makes this relatively systematic kind of Bible reading
interesting and beneficial for me is that it
follows what is perhaps a more haphazard method of Bible study. I have
learned much about what the Bible says
by reading other books and by discussing vital issues in Sunday school class,
small groups, or with family and friends.
In addition, a large portion of my personal Bible study has happened in the
context of preparing Sunday school lessons and writing or editing for Christian
publications. I find that when my Bible

study is goal-directed and specifically
related to a particular theme, it is far
more meaningful than reading done out
of the context of my life at any given
time. Even this year's effort to read the
Bible through is very much in the context of what's been going on in my life
(the subject of another story, I might
add!), so that it doesn't matter if I don't
keep to the schedule or miss days or
weeks at a time.
Unfortunately, I can't say that I've
come to terms with the guilt I feel. I just
know that it isn't doing me any good
and I need to concentrate on the ways in
which I have been successful and on the
growth I've experienced in spite of perceived failures along the way. When I do
that, I can feel good about myself and
know that God rejoices with me when I
succeed.
—name withheld

. . . a feeling of
quiet satisfaction .
by Miles Gardiner
I find that if I don't have my devotional time each and every day, the day
is just not as smooth as it could be. And
the only way I can be sure of having a
personal devotional time is to get up
early enough in the day, now about 6:00
a.m., so that I can have a half-hour or so
with the Lord. The fact that I make the
effort has always been rewarded, although not always with great flashes of
insight or blessing. More often than not,

Miles Gardiner is married, and is in the
second year of a Masters of Divinity program at Central Pentecostal College in Saskatoon, Sask.

the reward is a feeling of quiet satisfaction in what the Word holds for me that
day.
To keep the devotional time f r o m
becoming boring, I presently keep a
journal, recording events in my life that
are important both spiritually and temporally. I also follow a set pattern of
Bible reading. Right now it is three Old
Testament chapters, three Psalms, and
one New Testament chapter. This gets
me through the New Testament three
and a half times and the Old Testament
a b o u t three times in two years. The
Psalms are finished every 50 days.
So far, boredom has not been a problem. If I place myself under the Lord's

1 enjoy
comprehending
the Word"
by John Rosenberry
Fellowship with the Lord in the Spirit
is one of the most important times of the
day for the minister or pastor. His private devotion is a must for a successful,
fruitful ministry. This has been my conviction for years.
My time f o r rising in the morning is
between 4:00 and 5:00 o'clock. I like to
be up before others are stirring for uninterrupted devotion. The length of time
for devotions is two to three hours,
depending on prayer requests, concerns,
and Bible reading. The first part of my
devotional time is Bible reading. The
past few years I have had a regular system of reading the Bible through in a
year. I read two chapters of History
(Genesis-Esther), two chapters in the
Psalms, two chapters of Prophesy (JobMalachi), two chapters in the Gospels,
a n d two chapters f r o m Acts to Revela6

tion, thus reading 10 chapters in all each
day. I keep record of each day's reading
on a card. In this manner I read the Bible
completely through in a year, including
the Psalms three or f o u r times and the
Gospels five or six times. The Psalms
and Gospels are perhaps the most important reading for ministry. I do not
read fast, so I enjoy comprehending the
Word.
Several years ago the Lord asked me
to read his Word through on my knees. I
am doing that again this year. Then I am
ready for praise and prayer. I find real
joy in doing this. As a minister of the
gospel, I feel our relationship with the
Lord is very important.
John Rosenberry pastors the Big Valley
Brethren in Christ Church near Belleville,
Pa.

guidance, some verse or passage will
always speak to me loud and clear.
Another advantage of reading the passages in this way is that I gain a clear
understanding of the sweep of the Bible
and its depth for all our needs. I have
f o u n d passages that applied to situations past and future. Through the discipline of reading, I have discovered
sermon topics that perfectly fit certain
situations. I have placed my needs before
the Lord in faith and every time he has
helped me to find the passage that I
needed, when I needed it.
No one person was particularly influential in my reading habits. But that is
the key word: devotions has become a
habit. When I don't get my readings
done, I really miss them. I may not
always be able to read right away in the
early morning. But I always strive to
keep up or catch up as soon as possible.
One other favorite resource has been
Search the Scriptures
(Inter-Varsity
Christian Fellowship), a self-study course
that takes a person through the Bible in
three years. Answering the questions
and forcing myself to do the detailed
study have balanced out the large readings done each day.
Some may think that the above readings take a lot of time. But on the average they take less than an hour a day if I
do a study as well as the regular readings
and diary work. What a small price to
pay for the wisdom and knowledge
gained.

What a small
price to pay
for the wisdom
and knowledge
gained.
Evangelical
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"I get letters from
my children,
telling me that
my grandchildren

are praying for
me/'

by Betty Rosentrater
I've gone to church and Sunday school
all my life and attended a Bible college
for three years. But I learned more Bible
and its practical, personal, and pertinent
application a r o u n d the family altar than
all other places combined. My father
used to have us dramatize stories, prepare sermons and lessons, memorize a
key verse f r o m each book of the Bible,
and learn hymns that have guided me
through m a n y a stormy situation. All
f o u r of his sons are ministers and the
two daughters have given time to missions and active Christian involvement.
The fact that all six homes continued the
practice of family devotions d e m o n strates the value we still place on it.
After I had my own family, a neighbor in Mexico found out about our family devotions. After watching us for several months, he forced his wife (at
gunpoint!) to get and read a Bible. This
lead to her conversion.
In Kansas City, children stopping on
their way to school found us having family devotions and asked to see what it
was. F r o m that point on we had f r o m 15
to 25 youngsters coming early every
m o r n i n g to get in on it. We added a
special time for just our own children
after supper to ensure a bit of close f a m ily worship.
And now I a m in H o n d u r a s , cut off
f r o m church, family, and friends. I get
letters f r o m my children telling me that
my grandchildren are praying for me.
What stronger, more beautiful, more
meaningful activity can a family know
than to join in love, prayer, and interest
around its own family need and God's
Word? I k n o w no greater thrill t h a n
participating in a family worship with
my children and grandchildren.

Betty Rosentrater, Nappanee, Ind., writes
from her Peace Corp assignment in Honduras, Central America.
September
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Our not-so-quiet time
by Melodie Shumaker
My husband Terry works swing shift
(11:00 to 7:00 one week, 3:00 to 11:00 the
next, then 7:00 to 3:00 the next, etc.), so
it's really hard to find a set time for
family devotions. However, the days
Terry can eat breakfast with us, we
brush our teeth after the meal, hop on
the master bed (each child in his own
corner), and have our not-so-quiet time.
Our Daily Bread is our usual guide with
various other books included. Then
each member prays. Our two-year-old
will repeat a small prayer I give for him.
Kisses to and f r o m everyone follow the
final "amen."
When Terry doesn't have breakfast
with us, he and I do our devotions when
we finally go to bed. Bedtime for our

two boys includes prayers and a chapter
out of a devotional for their age. (Nathan, our five-year-old, is learning the
Lord's Prayer and will occasionally include that with his prayer.) Nathan
really enjoyed Little Visits with God by
Allan Hart J a h s m a n n and Martin P.
Simon (Concordia, 1979).
Once A n d r e w (our two-year-old)
learns to talk better, I would like to start
a weekly Bible verse memorization for
the whole family. I would post a verse on
the refrigerator and we would practice
saying it through the week, especially at
mealtimes.
Terry and Melodie Shumaker are members of the Elizabethtown (Pa.) congregation.
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Making room for Jesus
by Mark M. Redfearn
Long before I became a Christian, I
laid the foundation for a quiet time at
the beginning of each day. Here's how it
happened. When I was only 19 years
old, I felt songs and stories welling up
like tears from hidden places deep within
me. I knew I had to write. The only time
it was quiet enough to concentrate on
my chosen craft was between the hours
of four and seven in the morning, when
the city of Denver had not yet roused
itself fully from its fitful slumber.
I disciplined myself to awaken early
and write for at least two (often four)
hours before the cacophony of the rushhour traffic made further concentration
impossible. Only a handful of the poems
I wrote in those days were published,
most of them in obscure little journals
which no longer exist. But the exercise
of rising at 4 a.m. taught me to love the
predawn hours, a love which persists
until this day. But now I make room for
Jesus during the first quiet hours of each
day.
How do I fit a daily quiet time into my
busy schedule? (I am a full-time husband, a full-time seminarian, a part-time
pastor, a part-time editor, and, for two
weeks every summer, a part-time father.)
Habit. I have made it a habit to keep the
quiet hours every morning between four
and six o'clock, even if I don't feel like
doing so. Through force of habit, it has
become relatively easy for me to adhere
to my self-imposed rule that making
room for Jesus takes precedence over
every other commitment.
How does this work when I am away
from home and a regular schedule is
impossible? Recently I was at a confer-

ence for church leaders where, in order
to keep expenses to a minimum, I
shared a room with another participant.
My roommate was not an early riser, so
instead of switching on the light at 4
a.m., I stayed in bed and prayed silently
and meditated on portions of Scripture
which I had memorized for just such
situations.
Road time is often wasted time. Since
I do a lot of long-distance commuting
(the church I pastor is located 50 miles
from my home), I have found it helpful
to have a portable cassette tape player
that I can plug into the cigarette lighter
of my car. Otherwise idle hours on the
road are redeemed as I listen to evangelical preaching (an excellent subscription
series of contemporary sermons on cassette tape is available from Preaching
Today, P.O. Box 1149, Wheaton, IL
60180) or to teachings on a wide variety
of topics of interest to Christians (Bible
Believers Cassettes, 130 N. Spring Street,
Springdale, AR 72764 has a large library
of cassette tapes which are lent free of
charge).
If Christ is important to you, you will
make room for him in your busy schedule. Your quiet time may not come in a
single two-hour block as mine does, but
there are odd moments throughout each
day when you can commune with your
Lord . . . when the children are napping . . . when you are commuting
between your home and office . . .
while you are standing in line at the
supermarket checkout . . . while waiting for the teacher to hand out tomorrow's homework assignment . . . and
don't forget those moments before meals

when you may quiet yourself to thank
and adore him. Every day is filled with
opportunities for making room for Jesus.
I try to divide my quiet time into two
equal segments: one hour for Bible
study, one hour for prayer. I prefer to
read the New Testament in the original
Greek language. I also read portions of
the Hebrew Old Testament with a modicum of understanding and appreciation. But it is not necessary to know
either Hebrew or Greek in order to
understand and apply the Scriptures to
one's life. God usually speaks to us most
clearly in our native tongue. Consequently, those who take God's word
seriously will want to have as many different English translations of the Bible
as possible, in order to maximize understanding. I have several versions of the
Bible in English. My favorite, for its
faithfulness to the Greek, is the Revised
Standard Version; for ease of reading
aloud, the New International Version;
for the majesty of its cadences, the King
James Version; and for its folksy charm
and straightforward vocabulary, the
Good News Bible.
I find it helpful to have a plan of study
in mind before I begin the quiet hours,
so I don't waste time at the beginning of
each day trying to decide, "What shall I
read this morning?" Currently I am
studying 1 Peter, from which I am
preaching Sunday by Sunday as well.
Although some spiritual counselors advise against using one's devotional time
to glean biblical material for sermons, I
don't agree with their advice. As a pastor, I must come under the Word of God
along with my people. I must submit
myself to God's Word before I dare ask
my people to submit themselves to it. If I
do not allow Jesus to speak to me in the
quiet hours of the day when I am most
attentive to his word, how can I hope to
speak his word with authority on Sunday mornings?
I am in no hurry when it comes to
reading the Scriptures. I'm not one of

Too many important things
can escape the eye of the
reader who jogs through
Judges or races through
Romans. There is no
substitute for a leisurely
stroll with Jesus through
the pages of the Bible.
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those people who feels obligated to read
through the entire Bible every year
( a l t h o u g h there is certainly nothing
wrong with this practice). I may linger
over a verse, or even a single word, for
the entire h o u r , asking God to reveal the
riches of his grace to me in that verse or
word. If you are accustomed to speed
reading, you may want to lay aside that
habit when you t u r n to the Bible. Too
many i m p o r t a n t things can escape the
eye of the reader who jogs through
Judges or races through Romans. There
is no substitute for a leisurely stroll with
Jesus through the pages of the Bible.
If after walking through a particular
passage for a while I find that "nothing
has happened," I do not hesitate to consult a c o m m e n t a r y . Far f r o m being copouts, commentaries help me to reap the
benefits of insights which God has given
to others of his faithful servants. (No
Christian has a corner on the truth.)
Often I find that a commentator's insights stimulate me to renew my dialogue with the biblical text. There are
times, however, when even after consulting a commentary "nothing happens"
and I a m compelled to confess that God
has his own reasons for keeping the text
closed to me for that day. When that
happens, I simply thank him for his
presence and trust that his silence will
not last forever.
Balance is essential to biblical study. I
find it helpful to study complete books
of the Bible rather than skipping randomly f r o m one "favorite verse" to
another. I alternate my study between
the Old and New Testaments. After I
finish my study of 1 Peter, I will begin an
in-depth study of an Old Testament
book, perhaps Micah or another of the
prophets. Then I'll return to the New
Testament.
As a part of my devotional exercises I
keep a personal journal. Reflections on
the Scriptures have an important place
in my journal:
I love the Lord,
because he has heard my voice
and my
supplication.
Psalm 116:1
If you want to be loved, listen to
someone. That's the truth revealed
in this
exclamation.
My journal is also a place to record
serendipitous discoveries a b o u t the nature of God:
Karen and I were talking about
how frustrating it must be for a
child in a grocery store to be told
repeatedly by its parent,
"Don't
touch this, don't touch that, put
September
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Every day is
filled with
opportunities for
making room
for Jesus.
that down"—while
the parent is
continually removing items from
the shelf and examining
them!
"That's how God deals with us
as His children," I shouted in a
moment of insight. "He does things
for our good which we don't understand at the time, things that frustrate us and make us angry. But
later we can look back and see that
our loving Heavenly Parent was
disciplining us to enable us to
grow in grace."
I also include insights f r o m others
who have made r o o m for Jesus in their
lives. Their observations help to stimulate my own reflections:
In The Sign of Jonas, Thomas
Merton says, "Solitude is notfound
so much by looking outside the
boundaries of your dwelling, as by
staying within. Solitude is not
something you must hope for in
the future. Rather it is a deepening
of the present, and unless you look
for it in the present you will never
find it."
If I keep looking toward "a
farm" or "the woods" as places
where I may experience
silence
(anywhere but this noisy city row
house!), I will never find it. But the
silence of God, which is the peace
of God which passes all understanding, is available to me everywhere—everywhere!—and
all I
need to do to experience it is to say
"yes" to it. Lord, teach me the
secret of silence in the midst of the
storm.
I evenjot down light-hearted observations about the world around me:
I chuckled to myself when I saw
the headline in this morning's Intelligencer Journal:
"Americans
Paying
More to Stay
Alive
Longer." Christians don't have to
pay anything to stay alive forever!

The Apostle Paul put a great deal of
emphasis on the written word. In his
letter to the Christians at Rome he
reminds them that "whatever was written in former days was written for our
instruction, that by steadfastness and by
the encouragement of the scriptures we
might have hope" (Romans 15:4 RSV).
In the Scriptures God shows us where
we have come f r o m and where we are
going. My personal devotional journal
serves as an instructive record of my
comings and goings in the kingdom of
God's grace.
Since prayer is a difficult practice for
me, I find that I have to vary my techniques frequently to keep f r o m becoming discouraged. Praying the Psalms
helps. When I can't seem to dredge up
any words of my own to say to God, I
can rely on the Spirit-breathed words of
the prayer book of Jesus to help me
c o m m u n i c a t e with the F a t h e r . The
hymns of the Christian faith also provide me with words with which to
express myself to God. With Charles
Wesley I can long for a praise-filled life
as I sing, "O for a thousand tongues to
sing my great Redeemer's praise." With
Fanny Crosby I can plead, "Search me,
O Lord, and try this heart of mine;/
Search me and prove if I indeed a m
Thine." And with Joseph Gilmore I can
exult in the fact that "Whate'er I do,
where'er I be,/ Still 'tis God's hand that
leadeth me." With the resources of the
Psalms, Christian hymns and, most
especially, the Holy Spirit (cf. R o m a n s
8:26-27) there is no reason why I cannot
pray according to the Father's will.
There are as many ways to make
r o o m for Jesus as there are individual
Christians. How you practice the devotional life is not nearly as important as
actually doing it. One of the psalmists
records that David vowed:
I will not enter my house
or get into my bed;
I will not give sleep to my eyes
or slumber to my eyelids,
until Ifind a place for the Lord,
a dwelling place for the Mighty
One of Jacob.
Psalm 132:3-5 RSV
To "find a place for the Lord" is the
constant challenge of the devotional life.
Making r o o m for Jesus is the goal of my
daily quiet time.

Mark Redfearn lives in Lancaster, Pa.

Praying
in the Bronx
by Rod Musser
Eight months ago I started my Voluntary Service in New York City with great
expectations of growth in new areas. I
was expecting to grow mostly in the
areas of cross-cultural relationships, witnessing, inner city living, dealing with
the poor, homeless, drug addicts and
alcoholics. Needless to say, I have had
my eyes opened to all the above and
more. I a m learning how to respond to
these needs, but those were not the areas
in which I grew most.
The Lord is teaching me how to pray
in the Bronx. It seems so simple and
elementary, but I hadn't realized how
impersonal my prayer life had been. I'm
finally understanding what Paul meant
in Philippians 4:6, ". . . in everything,
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God."
As a child I really doubted the phrase
"in all things." I never thought it was
possible or necessary to petition God for
everything. Of course, big decisions were
prayed for, but the little daily fears and

frustrations were too insignificant. But
now, after the time I have spent in the
city and through countless prayers—
large and small—that the Lord has answered, I a m realizing to a new degree to
pray for all things.
A major step in my prayer life was
when I started to pray more specifically.
Two results came f r o m being more specific. The first was that it made me think,
know, and analyze what I was praying
for. What are my motives? What does
the situation involve? How can I take
part in the answer? These questions and
more started to arise when I seriously
thought about my prayers. Secondly,
when I was more specific, I was able to
see answers more easily. It also helped
me to look for answers. I used to pray
and the only way I would see an answer
was if it hit me over the head. Believe
me, the Lord will answer specific prayers.
Let me share three experiences that
have increased my faith that God does
hear and answer prayers. The first expe-

rience is what I would call a "big"
prayer. I was praying for a j o b ! I had
come to New York as an "earning VSer"
and I was expecting to get a well-paying
j o b in the math and computer science
field. I was very confident in getting a
j o b quickly because of my education
a n d p r e v i o u s w o r k experience. Of
course, I immediately prayed for this to
happen.
But three months after I came to New
York, I was still praying and still unemployed. Christmas was fast approaching
and the employment agencies were all
telling me to "wait till after Christmas."
This was the slowest time of the year. I
was really getting discouraged. Some
close friends told me that I should sincerely pray for a j o b before Christmas.
Well, I decided to give it a try. I started
praying for a j o b for "before Christmas"
around the first of December.
Things started to happen. Within a
few days I had an interview with an
employment agency. To this day I do
not know how they received a copy of
my resume. I had not known this agency
existed, yet s o m e h o w they had my
resume and called me! Then on December 14th the agency set up an interview
with an accounting firm. December 16th
the company offered me a job. And on
December 19th, six days before Christmas, I started the j o b that the Lord gave
to me. Yes, the Lord answers prayers.
The second experience of an a n swered prayer was to a " m e d i u m "
prayer. This is the kind of prayer that

The results of prayer
by Linda Worman
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Almost a year ago, a prayer request of
mine was printed in the Brethren in
Christ Missions Newsletter regarding
the hope that, as the Word of God is
shared, the students at the Nursing
School would really hear, keep, and
apply the message and lessons. It has
been such a joy to hear several testify of
how certain messages have helped them
to seek forgiveness and repair relationships. Letters received f r o m graduates
now posted to other hospitals and rural
health centers also show that some realize the value of meditation, prayer, application of the Word. Thank you to all
who have prayed specifically for nursing
students and graduates f r o m Macha.
I praise the Lord for the joy that fills

my heart deeply. When I saw my name
in the March issue of the M P F Challenge, I couldn't believe it. I had just
started that m o n t h to fill the post of
Principal Tutor for six months. I dreaded
the coming of this time for months. F o r
some reason I just could not let go and
trust the Lord to give me wisdom and
patience to fill this role. March was a
tough month. Yet during the toughest
decisions, in time of quiet I knew the
Lord's presence. It is a feeling of peace I
cannot remember experiencing before.
The Lord also lifted a specific burden I
had. I know the Lord answers prayers.
Linda Worman is on the staff of Macha
Mission Hospital, Zambia.
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A major step in
my prayer life
was when I began
to pray more
specifically
doesn't have a large effect on your life
situation, but gives you a deeper faith in
God. Let me explain. As relationships at
work grew, I felt a real desire to share
what I was doing in the Bronx. Everyday on the train I would ask the Lord to
help me share. Then one day I prayed,
"Lord, just let me share with one person
in my department. Let it be one person I
can get on a deeper level with."
It just "happened" that our department decided to all eat lunch together
that day (that had never happened before), and during the course of the meal,
one person asked me where I lived.
When I said "the South Bronx," every
head turned. F o r the next half hour or
more I told my whole department what I
was doing. The Lord really thinks on a
larger scale than I do. I continually
thank him for his fantastic vision.
The final experience I want to share is
what I call a "little" prayer. This prayer
had only to do with some nervous tension and fears I had. It affected no one
but myself, but how the Lord answered
was astounding. In fact, this answer had
more effect on me than any other.
I had been out of the city for a weekend relaxing with some friends. Like
most people I waited until the very last
minute to get home. I had taken a bus
f r o m Pennsylvania to M a n h a t t a n and
was going to take the subway to the
mission. So a b o u t 11:00 Sunday night I
arrived downtown. I got on the subway
and headed toward the Bronx. Now, I
a m rarely nervous at night in New York
City, unless I'm carrying luggage. You
stick out like a sore t h u m b , especially in
the Bronx. And to top it off, my luggage
even matched (the worst possible thing
to carry, I thought).
I was nervous. So as I rode the " D "
train, I prayed, "Lord, you know I'm
nervous. Please protect me tonight, and
please let me know that you're protecting me. Amen." I arrived at my stop and
headed out of the subway station. I only
had a b o u t a block or two to go and I
would be home, but this was the part I
September
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was most nervous about. I didn't want
to be out on the streets at midnight.
When I got to the street level, I turned
to head in the direction of the apartment. The street was deserted except for
one man walking toward me. My head
started to race. I thought that if I totally
ignored him then maybe he would ignore
me. So as we passed, I made no recognition that he existed. But as he went by
me, he said in a soft voice, "God bless
you." I almost stopped dead in my
tracks. That was the last thing I ever
thought I would hear. To this day, I
have never had a stranger say that to me.
It is tough to get a "hi" f r o m a stranger
during the day, let alone a "God bless
you" at midnight.
Some people have suggested to me

that the man could have been an angel.
But to me it doesn't matter. What I see is
that God cared so much about a silly
little fear of mine that he put that m a n —
or angel—on the Grand Concourse in
the Bronx at midnight that night just to
tell me that He was with me and protecting me. What love. Just for me. What an
answer.
The Lord has continued to teach me,
causing my faith in him to grow. He has
answered prayers and shown his love in
countless ways. So friends, I encourage
you to pray for all things, great or small.
The Lord hears! Praise the Lord.

Rod Musser is a member of the Upland,
Calif congregation.

Pilgrim Chapel team wins
World Bible Quiz tournament
Awesome! That's the way one
coach described Pilgrim Chapel's two
victories in the finals of the World
Bible Quiz Association Tournament
at Greenville College, Greenville, 111.,
July 25-28. It was the third consecutive world championship for the Brethren in Christ team f r o m Brooklyn,
New York.
Four Brethren in Christ teams participated in the 24-team tournament.
G r a n t h a m and Pequea showed real
strength in a number of their quizzes,
finishing eighth and ninth. The Atlantic Region team finished fifteenth,
which put all four teams in the quarterfinals, quite an accomplishment in
a field of excellent teams.
After two days of grueling quizzing, Pilgrim Chapel advanced to the
semi-finals and then to the finals,
which included S W A P (Southwestern Area of Pennsylvania Youth for
Christ) and Detroit Youth for Christ.
S W A P had not as yet been defeated
and Detroit had finished above Pilgrim Chapel at this point.
It was necessary for the three teams
to quiz until one of the teams won
two quizzes for the championship.
(In World's, three teams quiz at a
time.) Pilgrim Chapel did that in just
two quizzes in a display never before
seen at the tournament. In both of
the final quizzes, Pilgrim Chapel had
received their bonus for four team

members answering by the eleventh
question.
Grafton Forbes coached the Pilgrim Chapel team, Dave Zook and
Rachael Paine the G r a n t h a m team,
Jim and Letha Zook the Pequea
team, and Bruce Bundy the Atlantic
Region team. Team members for
Pilgrim Chapel were Denise Roach,
Delbert Hagley, Ron Williams, Sheldon Miller, Ellie Williams, and Lisa
and Deborah Bailey. Quizzing for
Grantham were Doug Stevick, Dave
Brubaker, Lisa Brubaker, Corrie
Hess, and T a m m y St. Onge. Pequea's
team was Doug Shirk, Mike Harnish, Cindy Shirk, Tim Shirk, Jeanne
Hess, and Brenda Hess. The Atlantic
Region team was composed of Phil
Buckwalter(Mt. Pleasant), Lee Chasen (Free Grace), D o n n a Gutshall
(Elizabethtown), and Beck Kreider
(Lancaster).
Mike Harnish was fourth in overall individual scoring, with Doug
Stevick placing sixteenth.
Dave Zook (246 Waterford St.,
Newton M A 02158) is the Brethren
in Christ representative to the board
of directors of the World Bible Quiz
Association, Inc. Persons with interest in this expanding organization,
perhaps open to becoming a stockholder or serving on the board, should
contact Dave.—reported by Charlie
Crider, East Petersburg, Pa.
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Missiology and the
Brethren in Christ
by Roger C. Sider
Missiology is not an everyday word
for most of us. Defined succinctly as
"the science of missions," the term does
not a p p e a r in even the newest translations of the Scriptures! Nor is it found in
the writings of William Carey or H.
Frances Davidson. Yet missiology is as
old as the Great Commission. It is
simply a new term for the study and
understandings of missions and therefore has been a topic of interest since the
time of the early church. In its modern
f o r m , students of this science owe a
great debt to Donald McGavran who
published his seminal book, Bridges of
God in 1955. Since then we have witnessed explosive growth in publications,
conferences, and training programs devoted to the study of missiology.
Two distinctive emphases characterize contemporary missiology. The first is
a renewed interest in the study of the
Scriptures. This theological emphasis
seeks to understand moce fully the biblical basis for missions, the biblical definition of the missionary's task, and the
place of cross-cultural witness in God's
sovereign plan for h u m a n history. These
are deep questions and they have stimulated a searching reexamination of what
the Bible has to say to the church today
regarding its global task.
The second emphasis of present missiology, and what marks it as a thoroughly m o d e r n movement, is its empirical, pragmatic character. Utilizing the
vast scholarship of the social sciences, it
attempts to analyze the social and cultural barriers which impede missions effectiveness and to fashion approaches which
will achieve m a x i m u m results. It advocates a flexible, experimental attitude in
which methods can be modified, refined,
or abandoned depending u p o n the degree to which they are successful.
It is the simultaneous pursuit of both
perspectives, the biblical and the prag-

Roger C. Sider is currently associate chairman for the Department of Psychiatry at the
University of Rochester Medical Center and
chairman of the Board for World Missions.
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matic, which has provided the creative
dynamic as well as the inherent tension
in missiological studies. The biblical
perspective poses the question, "What is
true and right?' The pragmatic point of
view asks, "What works?' We dare not
assume that the answers to these very
different questions are always the same,
nor that they are necessarily in conflict.
But who is wise enough to strike the
proper balance?
For the Brethren in Christ, whose
missiology has been evident more in
deeds done than in words written, the
present missilogical climate provides an
historic opportunity to learn f r o m the
experts as well as to contribute to the
dialogue. The Board for World Missions and its predecessor, the Board for
Missions, recently adopted a missiology
statement which appears on the facing
page. Not to be construed as dogma or
creed, it seeks to articulate our present
understanding of a theology of missions. As such, it will reward your careful study.
In the remainder of this article, I will
comment on several missiological themes
a b o u t which the Brethren in Christ have
insights to share. Perhaps we may best
summarize them by thinking in terms of
several pairs of concepts which we seek
to hold in balanced tension with one
another.
Growth and Faithfulness
Is our performance in missions best
measured by the new growth which
results f r o m our endeavors, or by the
quality of our steadfast endurance as
faithful witnesses? Such questions are
vigorously debated and both emphases
have biblical warrant. In their early
years the Brethren in Christ were more
concerned with faithfulness, purity, and
presence. More recently we have become
more results-oriented, establishing measurable goals to which we hold ourselves
accountable. Dangers lurk on both sides.
On the one hand, our concern with
faithful presence can serve as a rationalization for evangelistic ineffectiveness.
continued on page 14

This missiology statement,
developed
and adopted by the Board for
World
Missions and its predecessor, the Board
for Missions, seeks to articulate the
Brethren in Christ church's present understanding of a theology of missions. It is
submitted here for your study and careful
consideration.
Theological foundation
The Bible, our source of God's revelation, declares that the earth is the Lord's.
He made it and saw that it was good.
But because of their disobedience, men
and women came under the bondage of
Satan. As a result, the natural state of
every person is one of separation f r o m
God and in need for salvation. God's
plan for the redemption of the world is
his Son—Jesus Christ. He promised
that Christ would ultimately destroy the
works of Satan.
God began to carry out his plan by
speaking to women and men of faith. He
promised that through A b r a h a m all the
nations of the earth would be blessed.
The Old Testament Scriptures speak of
"One" who was to come restoring the
world to God and people to one another.
God called the people of Israel to be a
kingdom of priests, thus giving them the
task of showing him to the rest of the
world. Through the psalmists he continually declared his intention to bring
all nations to worship him. The prophets,
too, portrayed his justice and mercy to
all nations.
Israel failed to be the servant to the
nations that God desired. In spite of
their failure, God chose Israel to be the
people through whom Jesus came to
bring the world back to God. Jesus
showed through his life and ministry
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The missiology statement of the
Brethren in Christ Church
that he is the way, the truth, and the life
and that only through believing in him is
it possible to receive redemption and
everlasting life. He showed his love for
us by many compassionate works and
made possible our salvation through his
death and resurrection. His final instructions were that his disciples should be
witnesses of these things and should disciple all nations.
Jesus declared that he would build his
church. He called his disciples "a little
flock" and told them it was the Father's
pleasure to give them the kingdom.
Christ sent out the 12, the 70, and then,
in the Great Commission, the whole
body. The church now exists to be a
servant through whom the gospel of
Jesus Christ is made known. The church
cannot be content with the enjoyment of
its privileges, nor become an end in
itself.
Instead, the church is instructed to
continue Christ's work. This includes
both words and deeds. The church is to
tell of the gospel of Jesus Christ. It is
also to engage in acts of compassionate
ministry to human needs. It is God's will
to extend his kingdom throughout the
earth. He wants all people to hear of him
before the end of time. People of all
ethnic groups will stand before his throne
in praise.
The Holy Spirit empowers and thrusts
out Christ's witnesses. He works in the
world to show to men and women that
God loves them and to convince them of
sin, righteousness, and judgment. He
unites the churches among new peoples
with the rest of Christ's body. He enables the modeling of the kingdom in the
life of his people throughout the nations.
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Practical application
Every group of believers and every
Christian has the privilege and responsibility to be involved in some way in
bringing the good news of Jesus Christ
to all people. Since vast numbers of
people do not have near-neighbor Christians, and some ethnic groups have no
Christians among them, the only way
that all can be reached is through the
witness of all believers. This includes
many cross-cultural witnesses or missionaries.
Therefore we are all partners in the
task of evangelizing the nations. All
must be witnesses. We are all needed to
participate in missions and to become
world Christians. This is possible at a
number of different levels. All are instructed to pray regularly and give generously in support of the mission program of the church. Some may find
opportunities for cross-cultural service
in secular positions. They may join with
and support the work of the local church
or be used of the Lord to raise up a new
body of believers there. Others will
volunteer as partially supported or fully
supported missonary personnel.
Cross-cultural missions service requires that candidates be personally
committed to Jesus Christ as Savior and
Lord. It is important for them to be
filled with the Spirit and to aspire to live
a holy life. They will be motivated by a
desire for service. They will also need to
demonstrate a teachable spirit in their
cross-cultural training and in their relationships with the indigenous church as
well as fellow missionaries.
The gospel is for the whole person.
Therefore, as the Scriptures teach and as

Jesus modeled in his ministry, missionary personnel need to have compassion
for human stress and suffering which are
often due to poverty, illness, ignorance,
or injustice. Although the means of ministering to the whole person will depend
upon the needs of each group, evangelism by proclaiming and persuading
people to receive the gospel of Jesus
Christ is necessary for missions outreach.
To effectively build the church, new
converts will need to be nurtured into
living and functioning bodies of believers. People need to be instructed to
study God's Word, to worship together,
and to minister to one another and to
unbelievers. In this way the kingdom is
modeled. New believers also need to be
taught to extend the kingdom beyond
themselves. The new church must strive
to be truly biblical, yet truly a part of its
own culture. This will require the insights
of indigenous leaders who are chosen by
the people, equipped, and given opportunity to lead the developing church.
It is important to discern the Holy
Spirit's leading in choosing new locations for missions outreach. Attention
will be given to priorities. These include
the large and growing urban populations around the world and those groups
who now have small, weak, or inactive
churches or no organized Christian
church within them. There also should
be indications of openness and responsiveness to the gospel among them.
The Brethren in Christ have an important place among the hundreds of working groups which are needed to evangelize the world. As a denomination with
nearly a century of cross-cultural work,
we have specific understandings which
the Lord can use to extend the kingdom.
Among them is our emphasis upon the
authority of Scripture, the importance
of personal relationship with God, a
personal surrender and cleansing by the
Holy Spirit, a compassionate ministry
to others, and holy living. Our peace
testimony is urgently needed in our
world today. Our appreciation of the
church as the body of Christ—and so
our ministry of reconciliation through
him—provides a model for rising above
cross-cultural barriers and forming an
international brotherhood. Thus we experience oneness in Christ. And thus we
share in making disciples of all nations,
to the ends of the earth, to the very end
of the age.
*
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Missiology and the
Brethren in Christ
from page 12
On the other hand, we may become so
oriented to numbers and results that we
prematurely terminate work in new fields
or lose sight of the qualitative dimension
of discipling. We believe God calls us to
both a high standard of discipleship as
well as fruit-bearing productivity.
Methods with Dependence
A related point of tension exists between those who promote a specific
methodology and those who emphasize
God's sovereign inscrutability, that his
Spirit "bloweth where it listeth." Methodology can become a vehicle for human
pride, a formula by which we believe we
can guarantee results. But a one-sided
emphasis upon the inscrutability of the
moving of the Holy Spirit can lead to a
pseudospiritual passivity in which we
fail to discharge our human responsibility in the work of missions. Here too, we
affirm both truths. We are responsible
to utilize the best methods and strategies
while simultaneously recognizing our
utter dependence upon the effective
ministry of the Holy Spirit.
Teaching and Learning
One of the deepest insights growing
out of cross-cultural work is the realization that we have much to learn from, as
well as much to teach, those among
whom we minister. Although we westerners have tended to be better teachers
than learners, the briefest examination
of our culture reveals grave spiritual and
moral defects. Our third world sisters
and brothers have much to teach us
about the false values of materialism,
secularism, and individualism which
threaten the North American church. Of
course our openness to dialogue should
not extend to an uncritical and unchristian acceptance of all cultural patterns as equally valid. Rather we seek to
practice mutual accountability with our
cross-cultural brethren, teaching and
learning from one another under the
jointly acknowledged authority of the
Scriptures.
Evangelism and Social Action
What is the proper object of our missionary efforts, people's souls or their
temporal and physical needs? Such
dichotomous thinking lies at the heart of
14

the present ferment in evangelism and
missiology circles. Compassionate ministries motivated only by evangelistic
concerns run the risk of creating "rice
Christians," while social action which
has merely a humanitarian dimension
leaves unaddressed the deep spiritual
needs of persons. The Brethren in Christ
affirm "both/and" rather than "either/or." We regard evangelism as foundational to our missionary enterprise.
But we believe the gospel is for the whole
person and that our ministry should
compassionately address the major human needs of those among whom we
minister.
Missions within the Church's Mission
A crucial issue regarding Brethren in
Christ Missions concerns how it will fit
in the future within the total mission of
the church. We have recently stated that
our denominational purpose is "to worship and obey the triune God and to
proclaim His gospel to all people." This
is our mission. Within that broad purpose we may define missions as that
aspect of our total mission which seeks
to bring into existence self-propagating
churches in cross-cultural settings.
How are the two related? Some may
see them as potentially competing priorities, with cross-cultural work absorbing
disproportionate amounts of our personnel and financial resources. Others
may view missions as an optional activity to be pursued by those with special
interest or aptitude. Such thinking betrays a serious misunderstanding about
the proper place of missions within the
mission of the church. We are all called,
each one, to be world Christians—to see
the mission of the Brethren in Christ in
global terms and to own individual
responsibility for some aspect of it.
Whether through prayer, through giving, through sending others, or through
going ourselves, we each have a share.
From this perspective there can be no
ultimate competition between functions
so intricately related. Nor can missions
be seen as an optional extra. At this
historic juncture of our denomination,
let us collectively reaffirm our vision of
the worldwide responsibility of the Brethren in Christ. Let us encourage one
another to a closer identification with
the task before us and greater participation therein. Let us look forward with
confidence to what God will do through
missions within the total mission of the
Brethren in Christ. In this way we affirm
that our missiology is integral to our
mission.
•

God at work in ou
Getting started
in San Juan
Tim and Martha Giles, Caracas,
Venezuela
Tim and Martha Giles serving in
Caracas, Venezuela, have relocated to a
part of the city called San Juan.
Praise the Lord that several shopkeepers in San Juan have listened to the
gospel. Martha is developing growing
friendships with the women in the apartment building where the Gileses live.
Children and parents have expressed
interest in English classes. Martha will
be developing these classes. Pray that
the seeds of the gospel will take root in
the hearts of these contacts.
We are working with the Gilmores to
teach Sunday school at the Gilmore's
home. Praise God that eight children
who attend have indicated a desire to
follow Christ more closely.

Hollands train
Zimbabweans in
church growth
Fred and Grace Holland, Bulawayo, Zimbabwe
Several prayers were answered concerning the training of Zimbabweans to
continue the church growth work when
we leave. We prayed for two couples to
receive that training. We were provided
with one couple and another man and
woman.
In April, a three week training course
in church growth was offered for lay
persons. Twenty-five people attended
the first day. Some were not able to stay
for the full time, but others replaced
them. Each day we had 25 to 30 students. One of our prayers concerning
this course was that at least 10 students
from Ekuphileni Bible Institute would
attend. The Lord abundantly answered.
Eighteen EBI students participated. The
other people were urban pastors and
local church people, some of whom will
continue the visitation program that
was begun as part of the course training.
Evangelical
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October 16 is World Food Day

Eight to ten teams did visitation every
night during the course. We visited 218
homes, three times each. Large crowds
came to listen at street meetings. While
training these people in church growth,
we had them do the ground work for
establishing a church in Entumbane.
The first Sunday service at E n t u m b a n e
was attended by 215 people.
Fred and Grace Holland have since relocated to the Sikalongo Bible Institute in
Zambia where Fred will serve as interim
principal.

Church reconstruction in Cuba
Juana
Cuba

Garcia,

Cuatro

Caminos,

The church in Cuba has been growing. A recent letter f r o m pastor J u a n a
Garcia reports of 50 members. Using
f u n d s f r o m Brethren in Christ Mission
the C u a t r o Caminos Church has plans
for reconstruction. Rev. Garcia writes:
Our church is very thankful to the
brethren in Canada and the United
States for the help they have given
through their offerings for the reconstruction of our church and pastoral
home. In particular, 1 thank you for
helping m e — G o d knows the need—and
his promise in Philippians 4:19 was
completed u p o n receiving your help, for
which I thank you and the Lord.
All the help we received f r o m you
makes us believe that we are united in

The Cuatro Caminos Brethren in Christ
Church, Cuba.
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"I am not trying to relieve others by
putting a burden on you; but since you
have plenty at this time it is only fair that
you should help those who are in need.
Then when you are in need and they
have plenty, they will help you. It is a
matter of equality." 2 Cor. 8:13-14.
World Food Day is again being observed worldwide on October 16. Begun
in 1981, the event marks the anniversary
of the founding of the United Nations
Food and Agriculture Organization in
1945.
More than 150 nations participated in
World Food Day activities in 1983. It is

the Spirit and working together for the
kingdom of God. As soon as we are able
to obtain the needed materials, we will
begin the reconstruction.
Pray for three men f r o m the Cuban
church who are studying by correspondence to be pastors.

London's Cornerstone
Christian Fellowship
Jay and Judy Smith, London, England
The church we are leading in L o n d o n
has taken a name—Cornerstone Christian Fellowship. This fellowship, established in Lewisham in London, England, has nearly doubled its attendance
on Sunday morning services to around
30 people. Now two weekly nurture
groups, called Startrite classes, are meeting to disciple new believers.
Working with Ichthus Christian Fellowship, we are being exposed to many
different forms of evangelism. Besides
the usual door-to-door work, open-air
and speaking engagements, we have
been sent to various universities to put
on week-long missions. There we were
motivating Christian students to spread
the gospel on their own campuses as well
as sharing discussion groups on the relevancy of Christ in today's society. In
May, Jay spent 10 days in Germany
with five others f r o m Ichthus Fellowship where he was involved with evangelism of Turkish Moslems.

endorsed by some 300 voluntary organizations including Mennonite Central
Committee.
Over 500 million people in our world
still suffer f r o m hunger and malnutrition. Working together to find ways to
reduce this unacceptable number is a
goal of World Food Day.
The M C C U.S. Development Education Office has packets, brochures and
other materials that will be helpful to
church groups planning special hunger
awareness activities on or around October 16. Write to M C C U.S. Development Education Office, 21 South 12th
St., Box M, Akron, P A 17501.

Suicide rate
rises in Japan
Marlln
Japan

and

Ruth

Zook,

Tokyo,

The headline in the Japanese newspaper startled me. "Suicide: The Worst
in History." It said that the suicide rate
for men in their fifties increased 47 percent in 1983 over the previous year. In
1983, a total of 16,868 Japanese men of
all ages took their own lives. This is
more than double the rate for women
and is a 27.8 percent increase over 1982.
The church in J a p a n has had great difficulty in trying to reach men, and yet men
are so desperate that they are committing suicide in increasing numbers. H o w
the church in J a p a n needs your prayers.
Two non-believers are attending a
new Bible study course that Marlin is
teaching. One of these persons is becoming aware of her sin and is trying to
understand God's plan of salvation. She
is earnestly listening to what the Word
of God says.
Attendance at the Fuchu church is
increasing. Our small r o o m is more t h a n
full. We are looking for a house to rent
for services.
During the 30th anniversary celebration of the Brethren in Christ Church in
Japan, an offering was taken for world
missions. T h e J a p a n e s e C h r i s t i a n s
showed their interest in world missions
by presenting Brethren in Christ Missions administrators, D o n Z o o k and
Roy Sider, with $400 for use in other
countries.
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DramaFest '84:
a brief report
by Darrel Brubaker
"Well, was it worth it?", Sheri wondered, noting with concern my glazed
expression.
"What?", I mumbled in response.
"DramaFest! Now that its over, was it
worth all the effort?", she persisted.
"I don't know." I sighed. "Ask me
next month. Right now I'm going to
bed."
Sheri, like any wise spouse, knew
when to quit.
But her question troubled me; the
answer eluded me—and of course I
could not sleep.
How many hundreds of hours did
folks put into this? My mind raced: 11
groups participated in DramaFest . . .
an average of, say, 10 persons per group
. . . each person gave perhaps 30 to 40
hours to their performance, and some
gave much more . . . plus 6 of the 11
groups wrote their own play just for
DramaFest (add several thousand more
hours) . . . Was it worth all that?

I thought of Steve Witter. Steve had
written The Body of Christ for the Fairland Church. Then he directed the play.
Then, when too few people showed up
for tryouts, he acted in it. In his spare
time, Steve labored 15 hours a day as
DramaFest Stage Manager. Was it
worth it? As 1 had worked with Steve,
proud and grateful to be his friend, I
knew the answer.
And then there was the group from
Niagara Christian College. John Mowat
had brought some of the most gifted,
most exciting young people I had ever
met. As their performance came to a
close Tuesday evening ( July 3), over 400
audience members rose as one to give a
standing ovation. Was it worth it? Ask
anyone who was there.
I thought too of Palmyra—and Pam
Gehman. Pam had never directed a play
in her life. Most of her actors (the Palmyra youth group) were also first-timers.
But Pam plunged ahead, chose an excel-

^ the 1985 Family
Activity Calendar. . .
Be imitators of God, therefore, as
dearly loved children and live a life
of love, just as Christ loved us and
gave himself up for us as a fragrant
offering and sacrifice to God.
Ephesians 5:1, 2

Sponsored by the Board of Congregational Life, the 1985 Family
Activity Calendar challenges us individually and corporately to behave
according to God's best intentions for us as his people. Each month
focuses on one characteristic of God that we are to imitate.
Special features include:
—activities to do together with family or friends
—hymns of the month from the new denominational hymnal
—promotion of denominational events, programs, and ministries
—emphasis on the many varied ministries of the Board for Congregational Life
Price: $1.75 U.S., $2.60 Canadian (Quantity discount available)
For more information, or to place your order, contact: Evangel
Press, P.O. Box 189, Nappanee, IN 46550, Phone: (219) 773-3164
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lent play, and brought cast, crew and
courage to General Conference. Palmyra alone made it all worthwhile.
More and more friends came to mind.
Bruce Gerlach, who had written and
directed a superb musical, The Gallery,
performed by the Manor Church. Rod
Lawhorn, an eighteen-year-old director
from the Lancaster Church. Millie Imboden, whose original script The Tower
of Babel was powerfully performed by
members of the Grantham Church. Jeff
Garis, a Messiah College freshman, who
wrote and directed and acted in the
hilarious play Family Devotions (from
the Souderton Church).
I thought too of Hess Brubaker, pastor of Fairview, who had written and
directed Mary's Quandary. And Dwight
Replogle, a deacon at Pleasant Valley,
who brought a touring ensemble to
DramaFest.
Still more images and faces filtered
through my weary brain. Jeff Books and
his group from Mennonite Central Committee had shared a moving performance of Cry for Peace. And of course
there was Frank . . . Frank Fimiano
. . . and the cast and crew of Cost of
Conscience.
I thought, finally, of Tom Prior.
Years earlier, Tom had acted in the first
church play that I directed. Now a Messiah theatre major, he could run dramatic circles around me. Tom, incredibly, had handled all of the lighting for
each of the performances. I thought, as I
watched him work, how far he had
come. And I knew it was all worth it.

"Lord," I had whispered tremblingly
before DramaFest began, "Please help
us. I'm scared to death."
"Trust me," he replied, "and trust my
people."
"You're no problem, Lord," I countered. "It's your people I'm worried
about."
"Trust my people, Darrel," he reassured me. "They are big enough to handle this."
I wanted to believe. I watched, as the
week unfolded, the actions and reactions of hundreds of folks.
"Lord," I rejoiced later, "thank you.
You were right! Your people were ready
for this."
"I thank you, Lord, for making this
week worthwhile."
Darrel Brubaker directed DramaFest '84,
which was sponsored by the Board for Christian Education.
Evangelical
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Let YOUth Reach

Registration Form Information
(The

Youth

Convention

is limited

to Registrants

_ AGE

NAME _

in grade

9 and

SEX ( c i r c l e o n e ) Male

. PHONE _

ADDRESS _

up)

Female

Area Code

. P L E A S E C H E C K IF Y O U ARE A Y O U T H A D V I S O R .

CONGREGATION _

You will be able to attend two of the following
ences by placing a number next to the indicated
choice, 4—4th
choice)

electives. Please choose your elective
elective (1—1st choice, 2—2nd choice,

prefer3—3rd

R e l a t i n g to O t h e r s

R e l a t i n g to G o d

J. Talk to Me! I'm Listening!
How can I develop and use my
communication
skills?

M. One Big H a p p y Family?
What skills are important
developing
positive family
lationships?

B. What G o d Expects of Me
What's the path to
continued
growth as a Christian?

K. The Best of Friends
How do I build
friendships?

C. H o w is G o d My Friend?
Are personal devotions,
and witnessing
a part
disciplines of friendship

L. Risky Business: R e l a t i n g t o t h e O p posite Sex
What about boyfriends and girlfriends? How do I handle myself
on a date?

N. W h o Is My N e i g h b o r ?
What to do in a world of prejudice—cross-cultures,
cliques,
homosexuals,
nerds, etc.

A. What's G o d Like?
How can God's
help me today?

characteristics

prayer
of the
forme?

D. H o w Can I K n o w God's Will?
What are some steps for determining God's will? How can I
develop my spiritual
gifts for
His
purpose?

&

maintain

O. Can I Like Sinners?
How does a Christian
peer pressure in a
tian world?

for
re-

deal with
non-Chris-

You may request roommates.
However, please check with these persons prior to listing their
names. On the spaces below, list those persons you would like to room with. Our
accommodations are for four persons per room.

2.
R e l a t i n g to Self
E. B u i l d i n g Self-Esteem
What are steps toward
building a positive
self-image?
F. Dealing W i t h My E m o t i o n s
How do I cope with the various
stages of emotional and physical
development?
G. Y o u r B o d y At Its Best
What does the Bible say about
physical health and
exercise?
H. Failure & Success in C o m p e t i t i o n
How should a Christian
young
person handle
competition?
I. H a n d l i n g C h a n g e s in a T e e n W o r l d
High school,
college,
death,
separation,
divorce—what's
a
teen to do during such
"heavy"
times?
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COST: $125.00 (U.S. or C a n a d i a n Currency)- - C o n t a c t y o u r regional c o o r d i n a t o r r e g a r d i n g
additional t r a n s p o r t a t i o n expenses.
Please send a $50.00 Pre-Registration Fee w i t h this f o r m to the address listed below.
T h e balance is due at the convention. Payment of the full a m o u n t of $125.00 may be
sent w i t h this f o r m to save t i m e in the registration lines at French Lick. In o r d e r to allow
ample p r o c e s s i n g time, participants are e n c o u r a g e d t o register by December 1,1984.
This date is also the last date for refunds to be issued due t o cancellations.
Please make y o u r check payable to: T H E BOARD FOR C O N G R E G A T I O N A L LIFE
Send y o u r check, along w i t h this f o r m to:
Ken Letner
Board for Congregational
P.O. Box #163
Mount Joy, PA 17552

Life

In Canada, please send y o u r check and this
f o r m to:
Sandi Fretz
7-141 MacGregor
Waterloo, Ontario

T h e first 200 registrants will receive a
FREE t - s h i r t w i t h the "Let Y O U t h
Reach" logo and i m p r i n t . Send in
y o u r size. R e m e m b e r to register by
December 1, 1984!

Cressant
N2J 3X2
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Messiah College—
75 Years of Vision and Vitality
M

essiah College —a 75-year tradition of quality education, of expanding vision and trend-setting vitality, of developing students as total
persons prepared to live and equipped
to serve.
Ever since Messiah College began in
1909, its leaders have exhibited and

inspired loyalty to the founding fathers'
vision to provide a consistently high
standard of education in "an institution to which Christian people . . . can
look for comfort."
Following this vision through the
decades into our modern, technological era, Messiah Bible College and

Ai c r c c i A u
iviilz3m3 i n r i
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by Kathryn J. Sides

Missionary Training Home has become
the largest evangelical Christian liberal
arts college in the northeastern United
States. Continual reevaluation of programs, goals, and student needs is a
vital reason for this remarkable progress.

^ M o o IL»
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A Continuing Musical Heritage
Continuing the long tradition of
quality music begun by Professor
Earl D. Miller, the 18-voice Messiah
College Singers, the 40-voice Messiah College Concert Choir, and several
smaller music ministry teams are
available to churches and youth groups
each year.

To arrange for one of these
groups to visit your area, write or
call Messiah College Music Ministries. (Because of high demand, the
Messiah College Singers and the
Concert Choir are booked up to one
year in advance.)

Messiah College at a Glance
• Founded: 1909 in Harrisburg.
Moved to present location in 1911.
• Students: Over 1700 enrolled.
• Accreditation: Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools.
• Founding Denomination: Brethren in Christ.
• Student-Faculty Ratio: 18-1.
• Philadelphia Campus: Established
1968 in conjunction with Temple
University. First arrangement of
this type in the U.S.
• Nairobi Campus: Established in
Samuel Roger Smith

(1909-1916)

A Man, Macaroni,
and Messiah
In view of Messiah's enduring commitment to educate students for lives
of service, it is fitting that the college
had its beginnings in the midst of the
denominational "awakening" and revival that eventually led the Brethren
in Christ to adopt the missionaryminded American Holiness position.
As a result, church members developed increasing convictions of the need

An enduring
commitment to
educate students for
lives of service.

for more outreach ministries, both
within and without the denomination.
They felt a call to leave their socially
isolated existence and to step into the
world to fulfill Christ's Great Commission. Undertaking this challenge,
September
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• Majors Offered:
Accounting
Art
Behavioral Science
Bible
Biology
Business Administration
Chemistry
Christian Education
Christian Education/Music
Communication
Computer Information Systems
Computer Science
Dietetics
Economics
Education
Early Childhood
Elementary
Teacher Certification in:
Biology (7-12)
Chemistry (7-12)
English (7-12)
Home Economics (K-12)
Health & Physical Education
(K-12)
Mathematics (7-12)
Music (K-12)
Social Studies (7-12)
Engineering Technology
English
Family Studies

•
•
•
•

1983 in collaboration with Daystar
Communications, a Christian institution in Nairobi, Kenya, to
grant baccalaureate degrees.
Library Holdings: 150,000 items
(books, bound periodicals, filmstrips, audio and visual cassettes).
Campus: Over 300 acres.
Endowment and Vested Trust
Funds: Approximately $25,000,000.
Operating Budget: Approximately
$16,000,000.

French
German
History
Home Economics
Humanities
Human Resource Management
Journalism
Marketing
Mathematics
Medical Technology
Music
Nursing
Philosophy
Physical Education
Physics
Political Science
Preprofessional Training
Pre-dental
Pre-law
Pre-medical
Pre-ministerial
Pre-veterinary
Psychology
Radio, Television & Film
Recreation
Religion
Social Welfare
Sociology
Spanish
Theatre
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Messiah College History
in Print
Messiah College: A History, Archivist E. Morris Sider's 314-page
volume describing Messiah College's
75-year journey, was released this
summer at the Brethren in Christ
General Conference held on the college's G r a n t h a m Campus.
The book traces the small and
difficult beginnings of Messiah
Bible College and Missionary Training H o m e and its evolution into a
nationally recognized leader among
evangelical liberal arts colleges.
Considerable emphasis is also
given to the commitment, vision,
and sacrifice characterizing so many
individuals associated with the college over the years. With such examples before them, it is no wonder
that the college's vision of educating for service has resulted in
numerous students entering active
ministry or such service professions
as teaching, medicine, and health
care.
In addition to his duties as Archivist of Messiah College and the
Brethren in Christ Church, Dr. Sider
is also Professor of History and
English Literature at the college.
Messiah College: A History is
published by Evangel Press. It may
be purchased in hardback for $11.95
f r o m the Messiah College Bookstore.

Opportunities for Professional Growth
Mark your calendar now for the
February 12-13, 1985 Ministers Conference featuring Dr. Kenneth
Kinghorn, Academic Dean of Asbury
Theological Seminary's E. Stanley
Jones School of World Missions.
Contact the Church Relations Office
for more information.
Lay leaders interested in receiving
a solid Biblical foundation for
teaching or an exposure to church

history may want to enroll in Messiah's
Certificate in Biblical Studies evening program coordinated through
the Continuing Education Department.

they started denominational Sunday
Schools, missions at home and abroad,
and the Evangelical Visitor by the turn
of the 20th century.
It quickly became apparent that
the growth and impact of these enterprises depended on knowledge and
skills they did not have. Since obtaining the needed formal education outside the denomination might tempt
young people to leave the Brethren in

Growth depended on
knowledge and
skills they did not
have.

the school's chief advocates when the
eldest of his own ten children almost
left the Brethren in Christ Church
while attending another denomination's college. After nearly ten years
of heated debate, the 1906 General
Conference moved to adopt a proposal
committing the church to a corporate
school project.
Following the difficult years of incorporation and of developing guidelines for curriculum, teacher qualifications, and location, Smith was named
the school's first president. The sale of
his $8,100 house in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, to the school for $2,500, combined with a successful effort to raise
a $10,000 operating fund, allowed Messiah Bible College and Missionary
Training H o m e to begin.

Christ Church, requests to begin a
denominational school occurred with
increasing frequency.
General Conference Secretary and
Harrisburg macaroni manufacturer
Samuel Roger Smith became one of

According to the charter, the school's
purpose was to "educate men and
women for home and foreign mission
or evangelistic work . . . and to give
them an opportunity of preparing
themselves for future occupations,
especially for religious work." This emphasis on religious and more general

E. Morris Sider
S. R. Smith's Harrisburg residence, the first home of Messiah College.
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Plan a Youth Group Activity A
Messiah College basketball game can
be a unique, exciting youth group
activity this winter. Special sports visitation evenings are planned for
the Saturdays of December 8, 1984,
January 19, 1985, and February 2,
1985. The Messiah College Admissions
Office can provide more details.

Opening day,
September 26, 1910,
began with seven
faculty and staff and
12 students.
training is still maintained today.
Opening day, September 26, 1910,
began with seven faculty and staff and
12 students. By the end of the first
school year, enrollment had risen to 37
students. Encouraged by this success
and by an anonymous $2,000 donation to purchase five acres along the
Yellow Breeches Creek, the Board of
Managers decided to move the campus
to Grantham, Pennsylvania, the new
home of Smith's expanding noodle and
macaroni business.
By February 1911, plans for the campus' first building, a three-story Victorian structure, were approved. This
building came to be called Old Main.

Christian N. Hostetter, Sr.

(1917-1922)
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In January 1912, President Smith dedicated the pleasing structure "an institution where the word of God is held
up as the main standard of teaching
and all secular branches of study are
held up and taught as rays emanating
from the great center —God."

Growth Despite Hardship
Smith's death in 1916 led to the subsequent presidencies of Christian N.
Hostetter, Sr. (1917-1922) and Enos
Hess (1922-1934). During these years,
the college continued to grow despite
financial hardships. Within its first two
decades it expanded to become a fouryear academy and the second junior
college in Pennsylvania. Renaming the
school Messiah Bible College in 1924
reflected its changing curriculum and
increasing ability to meet the needs of
new generations of students. In 1928,
the college received the equivalent
of junior college accreditation when
Pennsylvania State University accepted
Messiah's credits.
Annual winter Bible conferences
brought many leading churchmen to
campus. These conferences not only

provided students with a continued
emphasis on and awareness of mission
work, but gave missionaries and pastors an opportunity for continuing
education.
Physical expansion occurred through
the acquisition of another 10 acres of
land and the purchase of Lawn Annex
and the S. R. Smith family residence
between 1919 and 1921. Smith's resi-

Annual winter
Bible conferences
brought many
leading churchmen
to campus.
dence, soon named Hill View, became
the setting for the college's active musical program under the direction of
Professor Earl D. Miller.
Characteristic of the growth into
which he would later lead Messiah,
21

Gospel Teams Can Assist You If your
church is starting a ministry or
needs some temporary assistance with
a particular program, a Messiah
College Gospel Team may be able to
help. Over two dozen teams now
minister in Pennsylvania hospitals,
nursing homes, prisons, and Sunday
Schools. Contact the Director of
Student Ministries in the Student
Development Office.

C. N. Hostetter, Jr., a 1922 alumnus
and President of the Alumni Association, laid the cornerstone of the
Alumni Auditorium in 1933. Hostetter's excellent management and enthusiastic promotion of the association,
combined with his prominent position
within the Brethren in Christ Church,
led to him becoming the fourth president of the college.
Hostetter's guidance and leadership
from 1934 to 1960 helped shape one of
the most influential periods of the
school's history. Quickly identifying
the college's major troublespots, he
brought about swift improvement in
campus morale and student discipline.
Recognizing the college's potential, he

Enos Hess (1922-1934)

Christian N. Hostetter, Jr.
(1934-1960)

gave direction to all facets of the
school's operation. The trend of declining enrollments was reversed. The
academic program was upgraded to
confer baccalaureate degrees. The financial position was strengthened by
collecting old debts and by initiating
long-range campaigns.
Having become a senior liberal arts
college with the right to grant Bachelor

Recognizing
Messiah's potential,
C. N. Hostetter, Jr.
gave direction to
all facets of the
school's operation.

Mixed Chorus (1935-1936) on the steps of the Alumni Auditorium. Professor Earl Miller
is on the right.
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of Religious Education and Bachelor
of Theology degrees, the institution
was renamed Messiah College in 1951
Evangelical
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Special Speakers by Request Nearly
30 Messiah College faculty and
administrators have pooled their
oratorical talents in the Messiah
College Speakers Bureau. Among the
over 100 available topics you will
find "The World Food Crisis,"
"Christian Mission in Third World
Countries," "Stewardship and
Leadership," "Giving God All of You
in Your Youth," and "Family Relations."

To schedule a speaker for your
church service, seminar, or retreat,
contact the Messiah College Communications Office. One or two
months advance notice is appreciated.

Messiah College is Affordable

Arthur M. Climenhaga

(1960-1964)

to reflect the broader curriculum. In
conjunction with this new statute,
Hostetter led the faculty in taking
major steps toward regional accreditation of the four-year program. Qualifying for such a milestone required
raising faculty salaries significantly,
upgrading the level of faculty training,
obtaining more library volumes, and
discontinuing the increasingly weak
academy associated with the college.
Despite numerous strides forward, accreditation was not conferred until 1963
under the presidency of Dr. Arthur M.
Climenhaga.

Coming of Age
During his four years as president
of the college, Climenhaga, a respected
public speaker, did much to build
strong c o m m u n i t y relations and
broaden the college's base. His resignation in 1964 to become Executive
Director of the National Association
of Evangelicals led to the inauguration
of D. Ray Hostetter who continues as
Messiah's president.
September
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Because of a modest and growof $100 to the members of the
ing endowment, Messiah College
winning national Bible Quiz
has been able to keep student tuition
team and to the top scorer
relatively low. According to the Colfrom each team in the national
lege Scholarship Service, Messiah's
finals.
fixed costs are approximately $250
Other financial aids include:
below the average costs at four-year
• Messiah College Founder's
private colleges in the United States.
Scholarships: $2,000 annually
In addition to the below-average
• Messiah College President's
costs, numerous financial aids are
Scholarships: $250 to $1,000
available for qualified students. Just
annually
over 80 percent of the students re• Messiah College Dean's Scholceived $5,000,000 in grants, work
arships: $250 to $1,250 annuprograms, and loans during the
ally
1983-1984 academic year.
• Messiah College Special
Financial aids awarded only to
Grants: $250 to $1,000 annuBrethren in Christ students include:
ally*
• Covenant Grants (formerly
• Pell Grants (U.S. Federal):
called Parish Grants) of $150
$200 to $1,800 annually*
per semester.
• State Grants (U.S.): $200 to
• Travel allowances of $75 to
$1,500 annually*
$500 to students from the
• Messiah College Minority StuUnited States and Canada
dent Grants: $250 to onewho live more than 300 miles
quarter tuition*
from the Grantham Campus.
• Supplemental Educational
• Six full-tuition and several
Opportunity Grants (U.S. Fedpartial-tuition grants to stueral): $200 to $1,000*
dents from the Brethren in
• Various Messiah College TuiChrist Church in Africa.
tion Discounts: $150 to one• Pre-ministerial grants of $100
half tuition"1"
per semester during the junior
• Various loans and work proand senior year of students
grams: $250 to $2,500 +
selected by the Brethren in
Christ Ministerial Credentials
*Financial statement
documenting
Board who plan to become
financial need is required.
+
pastors.
Write or call for a detailed list.
• Messiah College scholarships
For information on all the financial aid programs available at Messiah
College you are invited to schedule an appointment to talk with someone
in our Financial Aid Office, to attend a 1984-1985 Preview or Department
Day, or to write or call the
Messiah College Financial Aid Office
Grantham, PA 17027
(717) 766-2511
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Messiah College at Your Service
Messiah's first-rate facilities are frequently used for retreats, conferences,
seminars, a n d dinners whenever
college is n o t in session. D o r m i t o r y
or a p a r t m e n t style housing, a meal
plan, a n d laundry service are all part
of a reasonably priced package.
For more information, contact Messiah
College Conference Services.

E a c h of these p r o g r a m s reflects the
vitality of Messiah College's 75-year
old vision of preparing graduates for
projects at h o m e and abroad so that all
nations might hear the Gospel.
W h e n U p l a n d College closed in the
mid 1960s and merged with Messiah,
Messiah College b e c a m e the denomination's sole institution of higher education. Several years later, after evaluating the college-church relationship,
Students continue to
the 1972 General Conference transferred legal control of the college to a
catch the vision
self-perpetuating Board of Trustees.
for service.
U n d e r this i n f o r m a l arrangement, the
college a n d the church hold a covenant relationship wherein b o t h share
the goals a n d values of Christian ministry and have enhanced opportunities
to serve the d e n o m i n a t i o n .
A n d within the last few years, MesT h r o u g h o u t its 75-year history, the
siah College-Africa, a baccalaureate
i m p o r t a n c e of service has been reprogram in c o n j u n c t i o n with Daystar
peatedly communicated to students by
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s in Nairobi, Kenya,
the personal example of the college's
was begun to assist Daystar educate
dedicated faculty and staff. President
ministers and other leaders responsible
C. N. Hostetter, Jr. encouraged his
for the growth of the church in Africa.

grated Studies Sequence in 1969. These
interdisciplinary courses are taught
by faculty f r o m m a n y different departments and examine different value
systems while emphasizing the relationship between God-revealed a n d
man-discovered t r u t h .

Dr. Hostetter's leadership is guiding
the college into a n increasingly vital
mission of educating the whole student
a n d integrating faith a n d learning. H e
has also c o n t i n u e d C. N . Hostetter,
Jr.'s tradition of long-range campaigns.
In the past two decades, over a dozen
m a j o r facilities have been constructed,
enrollment has risen to over 1700 students, a n d the G r a n t h a m C a m p u s has
e x p a n d e d to over 300 acres.
Keeping such growth u n d e r control
d e m a n d s periodic reevaluation. As a
result, p r o g r a m changes a n d refinem e n t s are constantly implemented to
better serve Messiah's community.
In 1968, t h e college established a
unique satellite campus in Philadelphia
in c o n j u n c t i o n with Temple University. This extension c a m p u s maintains
Messiah's philosophy while allowing
students to t a k e a d v a n t a g e of the
courses, library, research facilities, and
cultural opportunities of a large, u r b a n
university.
C o n c e r n e d that all of Messiah s students share a c o m m o n core of knowledge, the faculty initiated the Inte24
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Providing Church Leadership
Thinking of hiring a Christian education intern, minister of music,
student pastor, or Christian day school
teacher? A Messiah College student
or recent graduate may fill your needs
exactly. Notify the Career Development Office of your job opening.

students to become servants of the
church, himself serving as secretary
and later chairman of the Home Missions Board.
Well over two dozen members of
the present Messiah College faculty
have given short- or long-term service
to the Brethren in Christ Church, either
on the mission field or on General
Conference boards.
As a result, students continue to
catch the vision for service. High proportions of graduates now serve in
both secular and church ministries.

Serving God and
mankind is the
"Christ Preeminent"
way.

Dr. E. Morris Sider, author of Messiah College: A History which is being
released during this 75th anniversary
year, notes that a vital indication of
Messiah's success in connecting students and their gifts with a sense of
service is seen in the fact that all six of
the current Brethren in Christ bishops
are either Messiah or Upland alumni.
He further notes that hundreds of pastors and missionaries in the Brethren
in Christ Church and other denominations have attended Messiah College.
In the words of President Hostetter,
"This type of commitment, serving
G o d and mankind, is the 'Christ Preeminent' way, the commission of the
Messiah who 'came not to be served,
but to serve, and to give his life as a
ransom for many.'">
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A Tribute to Dr. D. Ray Hostetter
When D. Ray Hostetter became
president of Messiah College in
1964, there were 280 students enrolled. Today there are over 1700.
During these past twenty years, the
number of full-time faculty has
increased from 28 to nearly 100 and
the Grantham Campus has grown
from 100 to over 300 acres. Over a
dozen major facilities have been
constructed and satellite campuses
have begun in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and Nairobi, Kenya.
As both the grandson and son of
two of Messiah's earlier presidents,
Dr. Hostetter's dedication to the college is not surprising. The extent of
growth during the past two decades,
however, is. Dr. Ernest Boyer, chairman of the college's Board of Trustees, has stated that Dr. Hostetter
has in fact "created a new institution
during his tenure —an institution
respectful of Messiah's roots, but
filled with a creative and compelling vision for the future."

A 1948 junior college graduate of
Messiah, Dr. Hostetter earned his
B.A. in history from Greenville College and an M.A. in history from
Pennsylvania State University. After
coaching athletic teams at Tabor
College in Kansas for one year, he
returned to Messiah to teach history and physical education.
From 1955 to 1960 he and his
wife Audrey (Fisher) '50 operated
an ice cream business in New Jersey
with several other family members.
In 1960 he became Director of Development at Messiah, later was
appointed Vice President of Finance
and Development, and in October
1964, was inaugurated as president.
Dr. Hostetter is recognized as
an outstanding administrator by
national, state, educational, and
church officials. The college is grateful for his leadership.
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Allegheny Conference

J. Richard Lehman
Ordained
A service of ordination was held for
Rev. J. Richard Lehman on Sunday
afternoon, April 29, in the Blandburg
Brethren in Christ Church, Pa., where
he has pastored for the past seven years.
Rev. Lehman accepted the Lord as a
teenager and graduated from God's
Bible School prior to accepting the pastorate at Blandburg. Married to the
former Joanna M. Yoder, the Lehmans
are the parents of one child, Daniel Ray.
Bishop Alvin Book was in charge of
the service. Revs. John L. Rosenberry
and Simon A. Lehman Jr., also participated in the service.

Mr. and Mrs. Joe D. Miller were honored June
2, 1984, by family and friends on their 50th anniversary. A dinner reception and program were
held in the Clarence Center Brethren in Christ
Church where the Millers are members.
The Primary Department of the Carlisle, Pa.,
congregation presented Bibles to 10 second graders as they graduated from the department. Approximately 80 people, including families of the first
and second graders, attended the annual breakfast. • Five persons were received into fellowship
by the Cedar Grove congregation, Mifflintown,
Pa., on July 8. Also, 21 were baptized in an afternoon service.
Recent guests of the Dillsburg, Pa., congregation, were Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Bert, missionaries
to Africa. • Over $2,100 was raised by the Hollowell congregation, Waynesboro, Pa., Vacation
Bible School. The girls and the boys each had a
goal of $700 with both goals being surpassed.
The Mechaniesburg, Pa., congregation reports
receiving 11 persons into fellowship. • Fourteen
persons were baptized by the Paramount congregation, Hagerstown, Md., on Sunday morning,
July 8. Fourteen were received into fellowship on
the following Sunday.
The Saxton, Pa., congregation recently held a
farewell dinner and program for their pastor Rev.
Blain Kauffman. In an evening service they welcomed their new pastor, Keith Sider.

Atlantic Conference
The children of the Cross Roads congregation,
Mt. Joy, Pa., presented the musical, "Everyone

Brotherhood Loan Fund
Rates Effective July 1,1984
New Certificate
Investments and Renewals

6 mo.
1 yr
2 yr
3 yr
4 yr
5 yr
6 yr

Canadian Conference
The Falls View congregation, Niagara Falls,
Ont., viewed slides of Zambia recently. They were
shown by Leonard and Muriel Sider who visited
Zambia. • Receipts of over $1,500 were raised to
help pay for the landscaping at the Heise Hill
Church, Gormley, Ont. An auction was sponsored
by the Young Adult Sunday School Class of the
congregation.
An open air Gospel Sing was held by the
Houghton congregation, L a n g t o n , Ont. Two
music groups, "Homeward Bound" and "No
Names," provided special music. The offering
received was given to the Building Fund. • Fifteen
persons were received into fellowship recently by
the Wainfleet, Ont., congregation. Also, 12 persons received baptism.

Central Conference

10

%

11

%

10.25%
10.50%
10.75%
11.25%
11.50%

Now is a good time to invest and help Brethren in Christ projects.
For prospectus and application contact:
Jacob Engle Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 1136
Upland, CA 91785
Phone (714) 985-8200
Allegheny and Atlantic Conference members may contact the
Eastern Office at:
P.O. Box A
Grantham, PA 17027-0901
Phone (717) 697-2634
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Calls Him Sir" to the Conoy congregation, Elizabethtown, Pa. • The Fairland congregation,
Cleona, Pa., reports 8 persons were baptized and
11 received into fellowship recently.
During the summer months the Harrisburg,
Pa., congregation is viewing the Charles Swindoll
films, "Priorities." • The young people of the Palmyra, Pa., congregation presented the play, "Forgive Us Our Chicken Coops."
A Missions Emphasis week was held by the
Pequea congregation, Lancaster, Pa., on July 1619. At the same time, a Kid's Crusade was held. •
The Silverdale, Pa., congregation reports holding
a Children's Service with a film, "Stolen Watermelon." After the service a balloon launch was
held.
"Christmas in July" was celebrated by the
Speedwell Heights Church, Lititz, Pa. The congregation collected gifts for missionaries, Ray and
Darlyss Kipe.

Rev. Calvin Hamblin was installed as pastor of
the Amherst, Oh., congregation on Sunday, June
17 by Bishop David Climenhaga. A fellowship
dinner was held following the service to welcome
the Hamblins. • A seminar on relationships was
held by the Ashland, Oh., congregation on June
1-3. Frank Fimiano, resource person, used psychodramatic techniques.
The Dayton, Oh., congregation announces receiving two persons into membership recently. • A
Hymn Sing was held by the Nappanee, In., congregation on Sunday, July 29, using the new hymnal. Brethren in Christ churches from the area
participated in the evening service.
Seven VSers shared with the Valley Chapel
congregation, East Canton, Oh., in an informal
meeting recently. The youth of the congregation
met together the night before to prepare refreshments for the meeting.

Midwest Conference
A barbecue was held recently by the Oklahoma
City, Ok., congregation, with special guests f r o m
Messiah College, "Cornerstone," presenting a
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concert. • The Rosebank congregation, Hope,
Ks., viewed a slide presentation by Menno Dyck
recently. Mr. Dyck spent a month at Macha Missions, Zambia, doing carpentry work.
A briefcase was presented to Bishop D o n
Shafer by the Zion Church, Abilene, Ks., on his
last official visit to the congregation.

Pacific Conference
The musical group, "Reflection," ministered to
the Labish congregation, Salem, Or. The group is
f r o m Azusa Pacific University. • Nineteen persons
were received into membership by the Alta Loma,
Ca., congregation recently.
A welcome reception was held on Sunday evening, Aug. 5, by the Upland, Ca., congregation for
Dr. J o h n and Marian Snook as they began their
responsibilities as Senior Pastor. Bishop Ralph
Wenger installed the couple on Aug. 26.

MASSEY PLACE C O M M U N I T Y C H U R C H
is searching for a
Minister of Evangelism and Nurture.
Service will begin in April 1985. This position will offer exciting potential
and challenge in our growing church.
A complete list of responsibilities, qualifications and expectations, as
well as guidelines for application, may be obtained by writing to:
Rev. Doug Sider
930 Northumberland Avenue,
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan,
Canada S7L 3W6
For further information, interest or questions contact the above address.

For The Record...
Births
Bender: Katrina Joy, June 19; Dan and Fan
Bender, Manor congregation, Pa.
Bowser: Cynthia Ann, June 16; Doug and
Mary Beth Bowser, Highland congregation. Oh.
Brauen: Kara Lynn, March 3; Larry and Doris
Brauen, Perkiomen Valley congregation, Pa.
Chase: J o h n Richard, May 15; Gene and Emily
Chase, Grantham congregation, Pa.
Cook: Cassie Rae, May21; William and Tracy
(Blackburn) Cook, Spring Hope congregation.
Pa.
Day: Isaac J o h n , June 21; Pat and Sue Hannigan, Sherkston congregation, Ont.
Foster: Andrew David, J u n e 20; David and
Beth Ann Foster, Heise Hill congregation, Ont.
Hall: Katherine Lee; chosen by David and
Libby Hall, Grantham congregation. Pa.
Heflley: Jessica Lynn, Feb. 11; Tim and Lisa
(Bretz) Heffley, Mastersonville congregation, Pa.
Hennebry: Melissa Joy, June 23; Martin and
Ann (Konig) Hennebry, Sherkston congregation,
Ont.
Hock: Andrew Eugene, June 22; Tony and
Quinetta (Wingert) Hock, Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa.
Hoover: Curtis Lynn, May 3; Wendell and
Nina Hoover, Dillsburg congregation, Pa.
Huffman: Kelly Lynn, July 3; Pat and Terry
H u f f m a n , Sherkston congregation, Ont.
Karr: Casandra Michelle, June 19; Wallace
and Nancy Karr, Bertie congregation, Ont.
Lantz: Lydia Marcielle, May 8; Andrew and
Christina Lantz, New Harvest congregation, Co.
Lawver: Timothy James, June 28; Mike and
Sue Lawver, Dillsburg congregation, Pa.
Lehman: Scott Knox, June 30; Dean and
Katherine (Sammi) Lehman, Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa.
Lesher: Mark David, April 30; Jay and Susan
Lesher, Chambersburg congregation, Pa.
Metheney: Charles Robert, June 11; Charles
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and Sandra Matheney, Rolling Acres congregation, Tn.
Mathewson: Brian Anthony, June 24, 1983;
chosen by Kenneth and Debbie Mathewson, Bertie congregation, Ont.
Mavnard: Esther Grace, June 6; Brian and
Diane Maynard, Clarence Center congregation,
NY.
Pittman: Bryan Stanley, June 29; Stanley and
Sherryl (Lenehan) Pittman, Mt. View congregation, Co.
Reimer: Johann Friedrich, May 13; Paul and
Sharon (Charles) Reimer, Nappanee congregation, In.
Sanders: Christian Andrew, J u n e 16; Joe and
Cathy Sanders, Montgomery congregation, Pa.
Simmons: Clinton Mark, June 21; Mark and
Priscilla Simmons, Lancaster congregation, Pa.
Suter: Matthew Simeon, July 17; Simeon and
Joy Suter, Lancaster congregation, Pa.
Witter: Laura Elizabeth, June 21; Jim and
Cathy Witter, Souderton congregation, Pa.

Weddings
Akers-Hykes: Esther, daughter of Glenn Brubaker and Ethel Hykes, and Gary, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Gary Akers Sr., both Chambersburg, Pa.,
March 31 in the Antrim Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Wilbur W. Benner and Rev. Omar
Nicarry officiating.
Andrus-Royer: Kelly, daughter of Wayne and
Gloria Royer, and Neal, son of Carl and Shirley
Andrus, June 16 in the Cedar Heights Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. J o h n L. Bundy officiating.
Carey-Liebert: Suzanne, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Frank M. Liebert, Lancaster, Pa., and Lawrence M., son of Mrs. Julia T. Carey, Landisville,
Pa., and the late Lawrence M. Carey, June 9 in the
Lancaster Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Merle Brubaker officiating.
Gharet-Brennan: Christine, daughter of William and Ellen Brennan, and Ken, son of Kenneth

A. and the late Beulah Gharat, May 19 in the
Cedar Heights Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. John L. Bundy officiating.
Groff-Hess: Karen Nadine, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. W. Roy Hess, and Gary Eugene, son of
Mr. and Mrs. J o h n H. Groff, both Lancaster, Pa.,
June 15 in the Manor Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. J o h n B. Hawbaker officiating.
Hade-Clevenger: Catherine Clevenger, Welsh
Run, Pa., and Donald Hade, Waynesboro, Pa.,
May 27 in the Montgomery Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. L o m e Lichty officiating.
Hoover-Heise: Esther, daughter of Dr. and
Mrs. Jesse L. Heise, Laura, Oh., and Robert, son
of Mr. and Mrs. David R. Hoover, July 8 at the
home of the bride's parents with Rev. Timothy
Herr officiating.
Maekie-Stickley: Betty, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. George W. Stickley, Flintstone, Md., and
Timothy, son of Rev. and Mrs. Kenneth E.
Mackie, Everett, Pa., May 12 in the Centre Street
United Methodist Church, Cumberland, Md.
McCombs-Winger: Lori A n n , d a u g h t e r of
Kenneth and Nancy Winger, Stevensville, Ont.,
and David Russell, son of Russell and Lillian
McCombs, Fonthill, Ont., June 23 in the Bertie
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Ross Nigh
officiating.
Neumann-Landis: Darlene, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Stanley Landis, Perkiomenville, Pa.,
and Frank, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Neumann, Graterford, Pa., June 23 in the Perkiomen
Valley Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Fred
Geib officiating.
Peckman-Lehman: Joyce, daughter of Mr. and
Richard Lehman, and Emerson, son of Lester and
Pauline Peckman, July 7 in the Chambersburg
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Glenn
Ginder and Rev. Richard Oberholzer officiating.
Poppenwimer-Hege: Connie, daughter of Adam
and Violet Hege, and Mark, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Louis Poppenwimer, both Chambersburg, Pa.,
J u n e 23 in the Antrim Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Andrew Slagenweit and Rev. Wilbur
Benner officiating.

continued on page 28
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Quinn-Stauffer: Joanne, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Roy E. Stauffer, East Lancaster, Pa., and
J a m e s J., son of Mr. and Mrs. J o h n P. Quinn,
Lancaster, Pa., June 23 in the Lancaster Brethren
in Christ Church with Rev. Merle Brubaker
officiating.
Schock-Diller: Sherilyn Sue, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Roger J. Diller, and J a c o b Eugene, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob F. Schock, Lancaster, Pa.,
J u n e 30 in the Calvary Bible Church. Hanover,
Pa., with Rev. Chester V. Joines officiating.
Shaffer-Brown: Linda, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Donald Brown, New Paris, Pa., and H.
Robert, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harry C. Shaffer,
Schellsburg, Pa., May 12 in the Pleasantville United Methodist Church with Rev. Cooper officiating.
Sheasley-.Vlartin: Sondra, daughter of William
and Nancy Martin, Jr., and Trent, son of Mikel
and Sandra Sheasley, July 14 in the Blanchard
Church of Christ with Rev. Brint Simmons and
Rev. J o h n L. Bundy officiating
Stanley-Frey: Glenace, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Chris Frey, Abilene, Ks., and Ken, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Stanley, Lubbock, Tx., June 16
in the Lighthouse Church, Farmington, Tx., with
Rev. Kevin Ryan officiating.
Strunk-Lenhardt: Diane, d a u g h t e r of Mrs.
Looraine Lenhardt, and Timothy, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Strunk, both Graterford, Pa., June
16 in the Perkiomen Valley Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Fred Geib officiating.
Wagner-Gingrich: Judy Gingrich, Hummelstown, Pa., and Kent Wagner, Jonestown, Pa.,
J u n e 15 in the Hanoverdale Church of the Brethren with Revs. Joel Kline and Earl Musser
offiiciating.
Wenger-Rife: Doris, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Merle Rife, and Glen, son of Mr. and Mrs. Chester Wenger, both Chambersburg, Pa., July 15 in
the Antrim Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Wilbur W. Benner officiating.
Westrum-Hawbaker: Felicia Hawbaker and
Rick Westrum, Welsh Run, Pa., April 28 in the
Montgomery Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
L o m e Lichty officiating.

Obituaries
Bechtel: Kathryn T. Bechtel, born Jan. 30,
1898, died June 18, 1984. She was married to
Elmer K. Bechtel who preceded her in death. She
is survived by a daughter, Margaret Gottshall; and
a son, Charles T. Rev. Fred Geib conducted the
funeral service. Interment was in the Perkiomen
Valley Cemetery.
Blackketter: Nellie Pearl Blackketter, born
Sept. 29, 1903, died June 6, 1984, in the Thomas
Nursing Care Center, Ok. She was the daughter of
William L. and A m a n d a Elizabeth Studebaker.
On J u n e 6, 1920, she was married to Koert C.
Blackketter who preceded her in death April 2,
1984. She is survived by 3 daughters: Esther, Betty
and Janice; 3 sons: Don, Gene, and Lewis; 26
grandchildren; 19 great-grandchildren; 3 brothers;
and a sister. A daughter, a brother, two sisters, and
two grandchildren also preceded her in death. She
was a member of the Red Star Brethren in Christ
Church.
Booser: Paul E. Booser, Hershey, Pa., born
Aug. 31, 1899, died April 1, 1984. He was married
to M a r t h a Keller Booser who preceded him in
death. He is survived by a son, Rev. Jay R.; a
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daughter, Mildred J. Caballero; a brother, Lloyd
K.; five grandchildren; and six great-grandchildren.
He was a member of the Shenks Brethren in Christ
Church where the funeral service was conducted
by Revs. J. Daniel Houck, Jay R. Booser, and
Donald J. Booser. Interment was in the Shenks
Brethren in Christ Cemetery.
Bradley: Janet L. Bradley, Williamson, Pa.,
born Oct. 30, 1926, died June 6, 1984. She was the
daughter of Maria Robinson and the late Edgar
Robinson. In addition to her mother, she is survived by her husband, Donald J. Bradley; 4
daughters; 3 sons; a sister; a brother; and 18
grandchildren. She was a member of the Montgomery Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. Lome
Lichty conducted the funeral service. Interment
was in the Fairview Cemetery.
Burkholder: Wade Burkholder, Williamson,
Pa., died June 29, 1984. He was married to Anna
Mae Lesher who preceded him in death. He is
survived by a son; two sisters; and three brothers.
Rev. L o m e G. Lichty conducted the funeral service in the M o n t g o m e r y Brethren in Christ
Church. Interment was in the adjoining cemetery.
Cullen: Ruth Heise Cullen, born Dec. 22,1927,
died July 2, 1984. She was married to Rev. Cecil
Cullen who preceded her in death May 30, 1982.
She was the daughter of Rev. Henry and Martha
Heise who survive. Also surviving are two sons:
Kenneth and Gerald; and a daughter, Catherine
Reaman. The funeral service was conducted by
Rev. Jesse Bawel in the Fordwich Brethren in
Christ Church. Interment was in the Heise Hill
Cemetery.
Fohringer: Ray D. Fohringer, Grantham, Pa.,
born Dec. 12, 1920, in Centre Co., Pa., died June
15, 1984. He was the son of J o h n B. and Rosa
Fisher Fohringer. In 1944 he married Marian E.
Miller who survives. Also surviving are two sons:
Ray Daniel Jr. and Gary Lynn; two grandchildren; two brothers; and two sisters. He was a
member of the Grantham Brethren in Christ
Church where a service was conducted by Dr.
Robert Ives and Rev. David Hall. A second service was conducted in the Cedar Heights Brethren
in Christ Church by Revs. John Bundy and Henry
Miller. Interment was in the Cedar Hill Cemetery.
Frombaugh: Alfred C. Frombaugh, Somerset,
Pa., died June 16, 1984. He is survived by his wife,
Louise; a son, Ronald; and a daughter, Carol. The
funeral service was conducted by Rev. James
Vandervort and Rev. Lome G. Lichty.
Cayman: Glenn M. Gayman, Chambersburg,
Pa., born May 12, 1923, died June 20, 1984. He
was the son of J o h n S. and Susan C. Myers Gayman. He was married to Viola Rice Gayman who
survives. Also surviving are two sons: Ronald E.
and G. Clifford; four grandchildren; step-mother,
Alta Stayman Gayman; a step-brother, Wilbur
Stayman; and a step-sister, Mrs. Elva Gutshall.
He was a member of the Chambersburg Brethren
in Christ Church where he was a deacon for 15
years and Sunday school superintendent and
teacher for many years. The funeral service was
conducted in the Chambersburg Church by Revs.
A. G. Brubaker, Michael Knowles, and Bishop
Charlie B. Byers. Interment was in the Air Hill
Cemetery.
Knowles: Rachel Lea, infant of Rev. Michael
W. and June Barton Knowles, was stillborn on
July 10, 1984. Rev. Knowles is assistant pastor of
the Chambersburg Brethren in Christ Church. In
addition to her parents, she is survived by a sister,
Rebekah Marie; a brother, David Michael; pater-

nal grandparents, Wayne A. and Clara Knowles;
and maternal grandparents, Jack and Constance
Barton. Interment was in the Air Hill Cemetery
with Bishop H. Frank Kipe officiating.
Krier: Hannah Bessie Krier, born July 18,
1898, died June 23, 1984. She was married to
Ralph Krier who survives. Also surviving are a
son. Barton Leamy. Rev. Fred Geib conducted the
funeral service. Interment was in Valley Forge
Garden Cemetery.
Miller: Ray M. Miller Sr., Hershey, Pa., born
Oct. 18, 1900, died March 30. He was married to
Sarah Etter Miller who preceded him in death. He
is survived by a son, Ray M.; three daughters:
Kathryn Ebersole, Mary Showalter. and Betty;
ten grandchildren; 321 great-grandchildren; three
sisters; and two brothers. Revs. J. Daniel Houch,
J o h n P. Ludwigand Levi J. Ziegler conducted the
funeral service in the Shenks Brethren in Christ
Church. Interment was in the adjoining cemetery.
Saylor: Esther Mae Saylor, born June 4, 1910,
died June 28, 1984. She was married to William
Saylor who survives. Also surviving are her
mother, Stella Long; a son, Jesse; and a sister. She
was a member of the Mastersonville Brethren in
Christ Church where she served as deacon's wife.
Revs. James Ketner and Fred Frey conducted the
funeral service. Interment was in the Mastersonville Cemetery.
Sherk: Katie Stauffer Sherk, Columbia, Pa.,
born Dec. 23, 1895, died June 4, 1984, in Peebles,
Oh. She was married to Jay A. Sherk who preceded her in death in 1972. She is survived by 2
sons: Millard and Morris N.; 2 daughters: Anna
Ruth Kibler and Mary Arlene Foster; a stepson,
Jay E.; 17 grandchildren; 18 great-grandchildren;
and 2 great-great-grandchildren. She was a member of the Mt. Pleasant Brethren in Christ Church
where the funeral service was conducted by Rev.
Jerel Book and Rev. John Hawbaker. Interment
was in the adjoining cemetery.
Shetter: Elizabeth E. Shetter, born Dec. 11,
1891, near Abilene, Ks., died May 23, 1984, in the
Abilene Hospital. She was the daughter of Simon
and Susie Lenhert. In 1916 she was married to
Peter D. Shetter who preceded her in death. She is
survived by 2 daughters: Mrs. Florence Hostetter
and Mrs. Fern Groff; 2 sons: Warren and Lawrence; 17 grandchildren; 23 great-grandchildren; a
sister; and 2 brothers. In addition to her husband,
she was preceded in death by a son; an infant
daughter; two brothers; and three sisters. She was
a member of the Abilene Brethren in Christ
Church where the funeral service was conducted
by Rev. Charles Norman, Rev. Jesse Dourte, and
Rev. Roger Charman. A second service was conducted in the Beth El Mennonite Church by Rev.
Garland Whittington and Rev. Carl Lewis. Interment was in the Evergreen Cemetery.
Thrush: Ralph W. Thrush, W. Mercersburg,
Pa., born Oct. 20, 1911, died June 1, 1984. He was
the son of Henry W. and Ella O. Wenger Thrush.
He was married to Anna Mary Hensel Thrush
who survives. Also surviving are 4 daughters; 2
sons; 12 grandchildren; 2 sisters; and 2 brothers.
He was a member of the Brethren in Christ
Church where the funeral service was conducted
by Revs. L o m e Lichty, J o h n Rosenberry, and
Bishop Charlie Byers. Interment was in the Air
Hill Cemetery.
Tyson: Ethel Florence Tyson, born March 16,
1905, died April 28, 1984. She was married to
David Tyson who survives. The funeral service
was conducted by Rev. Fred Geib. Interment was
in Limerick Gardens Cemetery.
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Walking by
faith

He commented, "I expect the Lord to
do great things through me in terms of
revival in this country."
When his trip is completed in 1986,
Bob plans to write a book about his
experiences. He also hopes to know
more about faith and may then pursue
additional education as the next step in
meeting his goal of becoming an evangelist.

by Karen Sollenberger
Walking across the United States is a
literal way to demonstrate "walking by
faith" (2 Cor. 5:7). That is exactly what
26-year-old Bob Murr, a member of the
M a n o r Brethren in Christ congregation,
is doing.
While attending "Creation '83," an
annual Christian festival, Bob felt the
Lord calling him to a commitment of
full-time service. Prior to this calling, he
had obtained a degree in Radio and Television f r o m Shippensburg University
and was working as a radio announcer
on a Lancaster-based station ( W N C E F M and W L P A - A M ) .
Within the next several months, he
felt the Lord leading him to walk across
the United States. About this same time,
Dr. J. Edwin Orr, evangelist and a u t h o r
of Such Things Happen, spoke at the
M a n o r Church. Dr. Orr has traveled by
faith all over the world, which convinced Bob all the more of what the
Lord wanted him to do.
Bob's preparations for the trip began
several months ago. T o physically prepare himself, he ran in five m a r a t h o n
races. Bob will carry a sleeping bag,
back pack, rain clothes, toiletries, and a
first aid kit. Although some meals will
be enjoyed with friends w h o m he visits
along the way, Bob plans to eat most
meals in restaurants. The M a n o r Church
gave him a love offering to add to the
money he had saved. But Bob realizes
that he will have to depend on the Lord

Karen Sollenberger attends the Manor
Brethren in Christ Church.

The God of
Changed Lives
Bob Murr begins his walk across the
United States.

for any additional finances that he may
need.
Bob's trip began on June 16, 1984,
f r o m Lancaster, Pa. He plans to arrive
in Chicago by November. At this point,
he will return to Lancaster for a wedding
and will remain for the Christmas holidays. Following Christmas, Bob will
travel by bus to California and then
plans to return east by walking the entire
way.
By traveling on secondary roads, Bob
hopes to be able to speak with individuals and in churches about Christianity.
He feels a special desire to meet the
needs of Christians who aren't realizing
all that God can do in their lives. Of
course, Bob also will be sharing Christ
with the unsaved.

CHANGE IN MY LIFE
SEPTEMBER
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help pay for medical expenses, adoption
expenses, and the medical premiums of
dependent adults.
"We hope, that by offering a variety
of programs, we can meet our members'
needs," says Liechty.
Resources for the Mutual Aid Sharing Fund come f r o m medical and life
plan premiums and other investment
monies. As a tax-exempt organization,
M M A can use these f u n d s for sharing
programs instead of paying taxes.
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2 Sam.9
Matthew 25:31-46
Luke 6:27-36
Philemon
James 2:14-26
I John 3:10-18
Deut. 24:17-22
Job 31:16-23
Psalm 41
Psalm 112
Prov. 14:12-21, 30-35
Isaiah 58:6-12
Matthew 19:16-26
Luke 10:25-37
John 15:9-17
Romans 12:9-21
Romans 14:13-23
I Cor. 10:23-33
I Cor. 13
I John 4:7-21
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My God is my conqueror
S

MMA's members receive
$3,000 in sharing grants
Mennonite M u t u a l Aid members of
the Brethren in Christ Church received
over $3,000 through Mutual Aid Sharing F u n d grants f r o m J a n u a r y to June
of 1984.
According to J o h n Liechty, Fraternal
Activities manager, 21 members participated in the M u t u a l Aid Sharing Fund
programs during these six months. Sixteen of these members received medical
premium assistance through Special Premium Needs. Others received grants to

o

•
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Ex. 15:1-12

OCTOBER
Day

Book & Chapter
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2 Chron. 20:14-23
Isaiah 31:1-5
Isaiah 49:22-26
Jer. 51:27-33
Zech. 9:9-17
Romans 8:28-39
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Joshua 1:1-9
Daniel 3:1-18
Matthew 10:16-42
Luke 21:20-28
John 16:16-24
Acts 5:17-42
Philippians 1:15-30

Used by permission of the National Association
of Evangelicals, Box 28, Wheaton, IL 60187.
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Onesinyus
Dear Paul,
Recently I heard a preacher begin his
sermon by exclaiming, "Wanted: men
and women who will turn the world
upside down." Right away I knew he
was referring to the Christians in your
day whose very lives and actions literally
turned their world upside down. They
were so changed—so different—living a
life so counter to the world about them!
But that cannot be said about many
of the Christians here. In some churches
there is a boredom of church routine
that has taken over, a sort of tiredness
that smothers (and kills) all joy and
excitement.
In others there is a quiet living with
worldliness which effectively reduces a
meaningful Christian witness. The world
places a premium on having a good time
and advancing one's self. Much emphasis is placed on money and success; little
emphasis is placed on virtue, honesty,
and being concerned for each other.
There is a continuing escalation of material needs and expectations. It appears
that many Christians feel that to have a
"good image" in the world, they must

Onesimus, our faithful and dear brother, who is one of you . . . will tell you
everything that is happening here.
Colossians 4:9

keep pace with the world. Because of
this, I fear, a subtle compromise is
undermining the cutting edge of the
church's testimony. How can we turn
the world upside down if we as believers
become part and parcel of our undisciplined society, feverishly pursuing personal goals at the cost of everything else?
The church is on the line. There's no
question about that. There are so many
issues confronting us today—immorality, homosexuality, pornography, and
many more—that it is easy to feel overwhelmed in knowing how to speak to
these issues. In order not to be harsh,
legalistic, or unsympathetic, the church
ends up not speaking to the issues at all!
Do you understand what I am trying
to say? Concerned Christians here feel
as I do. After a gathering of church
leaders, one of those leaders said, "I
could not believe the emphasis that was
placed on money and success. These are
not the things which will give us a
dynamic witness to the world."
So you see, Paul, before we can turn
our world upside down, the churches

here must reaffirm their commitment to
Christ. Each one of us must sense our
responsibility to God, our family, ourselves, and our neighbors. We must not
be caught up in the fantasy which
teaches that any and every shortcut to
personal satisfaction is the right way to
live. Just the opposite. We must know
that God is telling the truth when he says
that to love him is to live a life counter to
the prevailing mind-set of the world.
That takes courage. I'm happy to tell
you that some of the believers here,
while living in the world, are choosing to
live differently and are discovering that
the rewards far outweigh the "deprivations." They are having an effect on the
world around them. Isn't that the same
as "turning the world upside down"?
Onesimus
P.S. I feel deeply about this, Paul, and
there is much more I'd like to say, but I
am not able to write long epistles like
you wrote.

Do you know someone—a member or regular attender of a
Brethren in Christ Church—who is striving to be Christlike and
whose story would be of interest to our readers? Then you will want
to enter this writing contest.
The deadline for submitting a manuscript (which may range from
600 to 1,500 words) is October 15. 1984. All entries must be true,
unpublished articles, and must have the approval of the subject of the
article. The contest entry form outlines additional requirements.
The decision of the judges will be based on both the quality of
writing and the uniqueness and interest to readers of the person
featured. Three cash prizes ($50, $25. and $15) will be awarded. In
addition, these three prize winners will receive a year's free subscription to the Visitor.
For contest rules and entry form, send a stamped, self-addressed
envelope to:
Writing Contest

Evangelical Visitor

P.O. Box 166
Nappanee, IN 46550

Sample copy of the Visitor: $1 postpaid.
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CM&MWHAT'S THAT?
by Paul Hostetler
Someone suggested that CM&M could stand for a Christian
candy that melts in your hands, not in your mouth! Actually, it
stands for Cooperative Ministries and Mission, our brotherhood's
special approach to funding all Brethren in Christ ministries.
Is it going to work? Most think it will, others are not sure. One
thing is certain; you and I will have the deciding "vote" - with
our pocketbooks.
A lot of careful work has gone into getting Cooperative Ministries and Mission off the ground but frankly, it needs to fly higher.
Unless we give it a reasonable trial, it could even be headed for a
crash landing. However, I have a strong feeling that we will not
allow that to happen. We are too fair minded for that.
But we have two big problems: First: At the beginning of 1984
when local congregations were asked to project their intended support (in dollars) of Cooperative Ministries and Mission, only
about 70 percent of the $3.1 million budget approved by General
Conference was subscribed. And Second: The funds submitted in
the first seven months of this year amount to less than a third of the
above amount, even when designated giving is included. The need
is particulary urgent in light of the fact that the minstries could
effectively use $3.6 million.
As you and I get older, we like to plod along in the same comfortable rut. But change is an unchangeable part of life, and it often
brings revival and growth. Our change to Cooperative Ministries

"Change often brings revival and growth."
and Mission should produce new vigor and result in the winning of
many new believers into God's great kingdom!
For many years our church collected money to cover administrative expenses by means of membership assessment. One part of
our cooperative approach that everyone likes is the removal of this
levy. In 1984, for the first time ever, the budget for general church
administration is on a free-will basis.
That makes it possible for local churches to regard all funds for
ministries away from their home base as "missions" money. Some
pastors have been doing so with real success. When this is done,
every offering received includes money for the "mission fund."
Brothers and sisters, this is a method whose time has come.
Now, a different concern. The big push to get everyone involved
in Cooperative Ministries and Mission has caused some people
who designate giving to particular ministries to feel like second
class contributors. This should not be.
The plan makes careful provision for designated giving. It assures that every specified dollar will reach the indicated ministry.
And the brother or sister who gives in this way is as much a part of
Cooperative Ministries and Mission as any other giver.

"Every specified dollar will reach the indicated
ministry."
September

1984

"Cooperative Ministries and Mission is a bold
venture of faith."
Then why was the change made? Here is one reason: many people
and congregations prefer to have someone who is more knowledgeable portion out their "mission fund" to the approved ministries. They know that all budget recommendations are carefully
reviewed by both regional and general groups, with hearings to
which all of us are invited, and with final approval by the respective
conferences.
Another reason: some ministries are too easily taken for granted. To illustrate: when the Board of Christian Education came to
the 1956 General Conference, only half of their meager $ 10,000
budget had been received. Growing out of years of such frustration, they resigned. The Conference was shocked into action,
rallied behind the board, and made generous pledges to their
budget. Reassured, the board members continued to serve.
But such high moments at General Conference are all too soon
forgotten. Before long the church was again giving disappointingly

"The plan is no panacea for raising needed
money."
small amounts to this board and various other boards, doing
equally important work. In the cooperative plan, all ministries
receive their proportion of the "mission fund."
Cooperative Ministries and Mission is no panacea for raising
needed money. Urgent appeals may continue to be a necessity.
This fall plans are projected to mount a drive to raise a million
dollars (over and above local church contributions) by asking certain individuals to give significant, sacrificial amounts. Ideally,
this would never need to happen; realistically, it is necessary this
fall because many congregations are not underwriting enough of
the total mission opportunity.
But, you ask, how does the local church determine what its share
is? The reply, frustrating to some, is that the amount should be
arrived at through prayer, vision, and a spirit of sacrificial stewardship. That's good, you say, but it doesn't give us much of a handle to get hold of. After all, we are accustomed to per-member
quotas. But there is a better way - relying totally on the Christian
generosity of individuals and congregations. Why not join the
growing number who determine their giving that way?
The "mission fund" part of the local budget should be exciting
and growing. Nothing should be allowed to decrease it, not even a
demanding building project. Imaginative ways should be found to

"The 'mission fund' part of the local budget
should be exciting and growing."
increase mission giving through bold faith that includes sacrifice.
That has ever been God's way to finance his work around the
world.
Cooperative Ministries and Mission is a bold venture of faith. In
a few months the record for the first year will be written. As we, in
the true Brethren in Christ spirit of brotherhood, work together
under the guidance and empowerment of the Holy Spirit, we, like
Daniel, will "be strong and do exploits."

Paul Hostetler is the Associate Director of Stewardship.
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COOPERATIVE MINISTRIES AND MISSION
"The Brethren in Christ fill a particular place in God's scheme of things.
The cooperation of every member is urgently needed to discharge our duty
with faithfulness."
Rev. A. Graybill Brubaker
Stewardship Promotion Chairman
Chambersburg, Pennsylvania

ALLEGHENY CONFERENCE MINISTRIES

GENERAL CONFERENCE MINISTRIES

Past - Present - Projected

1985 Budget (U.S. dollars)

Spiritual vitality, commitment, involvement. . . welcome and
accept newcomers . . . regular membership growth . . . need to
measure strengths, set goals, plan programs . . . starting with a
full-time Church Developer . . . consideration of dividing conference geographically . . . established 12 "pastoral groups,"
each with a leader . . . improve the operation of the annual
meeting . . . committed to successful conclusion of the Christian Retreat Center fund campaign . . . revised the regional
conference bylaws . . . congregations encouraged to have adequate insurance . . . new Peace Light Church started, other
areas being considered for church plantings . . . Small Church
Seminar held . . . Church Growth D i n n e r . . . strong promotion
of Cooperative Ministries and Mission . . . loans approved for
churches through the Brotherhood Loan Fund . . . Christian
education workshops . . . Annual Family Camp . . . Sunday
school seminars . . . Bible quizzing . . . CRC has successful
year . . . Roxbury and Camp Freedom had good programs . . .
good support of Gospel Tide Hour . . . Messiah College thriving . . . Messiah Village growing. . .

Board of Administration
•Messiah College
+Niagara Christian College
Board for Brotherhood Concerns
Board for Congregational Life
Board for Evang. & Church Planting
Board for Media Ministries
Board for Ministry and Doctrine
Board for World Missions
Contingency Fund for CM&M
Total

$ 635,960
186,081
74,700
247,384
93,000
448,458
3 000
>
46,620
1,664,797
100,000
$3,500,000

*U.S. Churches
+Canadian Churches

"CHRIST'S FAMILY:

1985 Ministries Budget
Conference Fund
Christian Retreat Center
Council on Christian Education
Brotherhood Concerns
Board for Evangelism & Church Planting . . .
Total
32

>285
28,037
3,938
10,030
73,920
$124,210

$

8
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