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Welcome to New Editor
We welcome Glen Pierce as General Editor for the Brethren in Christ Church. As
part of Glen's responsibilities he will be the
editor of the Evangelical
Visitor. He will
assume this role with the next issue dated
August 10.
Glen, his wife, Linda, and three children:
David, Douglas and Susan, will reside at
107 E. Van Buren Street, Nappanee, In. Pray
for the Pierces as they adjust to this new
setting.
Publisher
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rural community in Ohio
has two quaint cemeteries. One is tucked away
on the back acreage of a
farm. It has only two
graves. The other burial place, a bit
larger with all of two dozen headstones, is ten miles away. But the real
distance is much greater.
In the early years of their marriage,
Sam and Mary Miller lived on a farm
in Somerset County, Pennsylvania.
Mary's sister Carol lived with them,
helping with their six-month old daughter and also assisting on the farm,
which included a maple sugar camp.
One spring night after supper Sam
went back to work at the sugar camp,
about 200 feet from the house. Know-

die bed out, but it was stuck tight. He
and Mary then pulled up the mattress
of the top bed and to their horror discovered Ellen. According to a later
official report, "They found the child
sunk down in the lower bed with the
upper bed pressed down tight upon it,
and it was dead."
The next day twelve men of the
immediate area were called together to
assist in an inquest by the local Justice
of the Peace. When he filed his report,
it said in part: "The said twelve good
men, who respectively do say that the
child was smothered dead between the
upper and lower bed, but by whom it is
unknown, know not whom to suspect,
as there was no person on or about the
house that night."

Paul Hostetler
ing that he needed help with boiling
down the sap, Mary decided to join
him after she finished doing the household chores. When she noticed that
baby Ellen had fallen asleep in her cradle, Mary suggested that Carol also go
along.
They secured the feather cover over
the sleeping child with a heavy string
and then hurried across the short distance to help Sam with his task.
When all three returned to the house
a while later, the baby was gone from
the cradle. The string had been broken
and the coverlet turned to one side. As
cold fear chilled them, they searched
through every room in the house.
Unsuccessful, they returned to a bedroom which had a tall bed with a trundle bed underneath.
Sam reached down to pull the trun-
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But the facts were otherwise. Upon
making the shattering discovery of the
little body the night before, Sam
rushed to the neighbors for help, leaving his wife and Carol alone in the
house. Suddenly Carol saw a man
peering through the window. Although
he stood in the shadows, she noticed he
was wearing a colorful hunting shirt.
In desperation she grabbed a piece of
firewood, but when she turned back
toward the window, the dimly lit figure
was gone.
Why this was not reported at the
inquest, no one will ever know. When
asked who the night visitor might have
been, Carol named Sam's brother,
Joe, who lived nearby. The suspicion
seemed to fit because Joe did in fact
have a hunting shirt which matched
her description. And what is more,

Sam and Mary were inclined to believe
the accusation because, as sometimes
happens even among godly people,
they were not on speaking terms with
Joe.
Joe didn't learn until after the funeral that he was suspected. He immediately declared his innocence, and his
wife, well known in the community as
a truthful person, said that Joe was at
home the evening of the murder and
never away from the house all night. In
spite of this, many who knew about the
tragic happening, including some relatives, believed him guilty.
From that day on Sam would have
nothing to do with him, and others
began to avoid him. After enduring the
relenting hostility for two years, Joe
and his wife moved to Ohio. But the
accusation followed him and hung
over him. He began drinking to deaden
the pain of his aching heart.
Twenty-four years after that fateful
night Sam and his family also moved
to Ohio, settling about ten miles from
his brother's farm. Although he lived
there until his death 22 years later,
Sam was never reconciled with Joe,
always believing that he had smothered
little Ellen.
A few years after Sam died Joe,
weary in spirit from half a century of
estrangement and the resulting broken
relationship with God, found a minister who helped him renew his faith.
Despite the allegations against Joe, the
good man baptized him and received
him into the church.
Two years later, a man over 70 years
old and living in an adjoining county
became very ill. Sure that he was going
to die, he called for his pastor and
confessed that he had killed Ellen 50
years earlier, and that he had been
wearing a colorful hunting shirt.
The news was speedily conveyed
across the miles. Joe wept in anguish.
"If only Sam was living so that I could
go and give him a handshake."
As for the maker of the sordid confession, he felt so relieved upon getting
the 50-year load of guilt off his shoulders that he recovered. At his minister's insistence, they went to a local
judge and revealed the whole, gruesome story. The judge, considering the
fact that the murder was committed in
another state, that almost everyone in
any way connected was dead, and
because of other circumstances, advised that the matter be dropped.
to page 4
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Although he was never tried in court,
fifty years of guilt with full knowledge
of the alienation he caused between
two brothers must certainly have punished him severely.
Why did he do it? Well, back in Pennsylvania he was much in love with
Carol, but she did not reciprocate.
Sam and his wife (Carol's sister) were
also opposed to his interests. On that
spring night, so many years before, the
suitor was coming to court Carol.
When she and her sister hurried from
the house to the sugar camp, he concluded that they were avoiding him.
In his fury he felt like striking out at
something—anything. He entered the
house and vented his insane rage on
innocent little Ellen. It was a vicious,
evil act which haunted him for a long
lifetime.
Last summer I decided to find Sam's
and Joe's graves. Going first to the
small family cemetery where Sam is
buried among his loved ones, I looked
at the old stone with a final date of
1856 and thought some long, long
thoughts. I reminded myself that I also
have believed people guilty without
sufficient proof. It's called prejudging
—prejudice.
Then I drove over the rolling hills
and among the fertile fields to find the
burial place where Joe and his wife lie
alone. I knocked at the door of the
farmhouse and asked to be taken to
the site of the graves. The farmer
kindly consented. We drove up a steep,
winding lane, through a gate into a
pasture field, and to the top of a high
hill.
The two weathered headstones were
at the very crest of the hill, overlooking
a scenic valley. As far as I could tell,
they were facing toward the other
cemetery. There seemed to be several
kinds of irony in it all.
The horses and cattle had neatly
trimmed the grass around the stones. I
knelt to take a picture as the western
sun warmed my back and softened the
color tones of the old sandstones. I
stayed on my knees and sorrowed for
"man's inhumanity to man."
Meanwhile, one of the horses
amused himself by chewing a hunk of
vinyl out of the car roof.
Messiah College, Grantham, PA
Epilogue: The little baby's name was actually
Susanna, and her parents were John anil Magdalene Hochstetler. The brother's name was
Solomon. / am their cousin—about six times
removed.
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A Further Word
About Ministry
Herb Anderson
Our church must exist to bring glory
to God and to meet the needs of people. Indeed, we glorify God by meeting
the needs of people.
In seeking to meet the needs of people, we must minister to the whole person. Luke 2:52 records that "Jesus
grew in wisdom and stature and in
favor with God and men". The same
dimensions are spoken of in Romans
12:1, 2 and Matthew 22:37.
We minister to the needs of people
through nurture (discipleship) and outreach (evangelism). In both areas, the
secret of success is this: Find a need
and fill it. Find a hurt and heal it. To
do this effectively we must ask basic
questions. Will this (idea, project, program) be a great thing for God? Will it

meet the needs of people who are hurting now?
In nurture we are seeking to meet
the needs of the Christian person within
the brotherhood. We work to bring
out the best in each person, to help
them see beyond what they are to what
they can become. We seek to create a
climate in which each individual can
grow and develop into the person they
really want to be, that is, the person
God wants them to be. We recognize
the unique gifts, perceptions, and
dynamics of each person. We help
them to discover their gifts and abilities, and provide teaching and training, coupled with the opportunity to
serve in the area of their interest and
calling.

Messiah Village
Open-House & Barbecue
Naomi T. Brechbill
"Oh Lord, give us good weather,
good help, and many people!" What
brought on such a prayer at 4 o'clock
in the morning!
Let us go back to the beginning.
Messiah Home, Harrisburg, PA, had
an Open House-Chicken Barbecue for
a number of years. Several times hints
were dropped that the Administration
would like the Auxiliary to take over.
For some reason the Auxiliary did not
"hear".
Finally the Administrator brought
the request to the floor of the January
1979 Key Persons' Business Meeting.
We could no longer resist "hearing".

Where would we begin! We were in
a new place, a different community,
different people. The Executive Committee met, committees were formed
and plans were begun which resulted
in the first Messiah Village Open
House-Chicken Barbecue, September
8, 1979.
Messiah Home had beautiful shade
trees under which the tables were
placed. The Village did not have big
trees. Hence we were given the use of
the Brethren in Christ Allegheny Conference tent for the meal. Funeral
Homes gave us tents for the Crafts and
Bake sales.
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At the same time we must move
together, as the Body of Christ in our
community. We endeavor to share the
joy and rewards of success, as well as
the privilege of failure. Our concern
shall be to demonstrate a sensitivity to
one another. No person within the
brotherhood should ever have to go
through a difficult time alone. Nor
should we experience joy, and discover
that there is no one with whom to
share it. We must be alert to needs
within the body, and seek to apply the
love of Christ and the will of God to
the unique problems of each person.
In outreach we are seeking to meet
the needs of the non-churched, nonChristian person within our community. We recognize that every person
we meet is a prospective brother and a
potential saint. In planning the programs and ministries of our church, we
recognize the needs of our community
as well as the needs of our church
members. We meet the needs of the
non-churched not only as a means to
win them to Christ, but because they
have real human needs which must be
met.
People outside of the fellowship are
the growing edge of the congregation.

It is our responsibility to attract the
attention, win the respect, command
the esteem, and earn the affection of
the non-churched person. At every
opportunity and by all means we seek
to apply the love of Jesus Christ to
everyday relationships. Through personal contact and friendship we seek
to win people to Christ and bring them
into the fellowship of the church.
Crowd-raising special activities are a
supplement to, not a substitute for,
friendship evangelism. There is more
involved in bringing a person to Christ
than getting him to a church service,
but we recognize the importance of
positive preaching, quality programming, and a warm spirit of love and
acceptance in winning people for Jesus.
Every person was born to know God's
love, and every visitor to our service is
a gift.
In response to the promises and
commands of Jesus Christ, we are
committed to church growth. Church
growth is happening when believers
grow in Christ (nurture) and when new
people are brought into the fellowship
(outreach). Neither spiritual nor numerical growth can be sustained for
long without the other. Recognizing

that the only alternative to success is
failure, we believe that God wants our
church to be a success in His terms. As
we seek to glorify God and meet the
needs of people, we believe that our
church can and will grow.
Our motivation is a deep love for
God and for other people. Faith and
commitment are the essential ingredients if we hope to glorify God and
meet the needs of people.
We commit ourselves wholeheartedly to God through Jesus Christ. We
commit ourselves in love to ourchurch
fellowship, assuming responsibility for
the growth of our brothers, and making ourselves responsible to them for
our own spiritual growth. We commit
ourselves to the work of reaching the
non-churched, non-Christian person
in our community for Jesus Christ.
This three-fold commitment we believe
to be God's will for us as individuals
and as a church body.

The barbecue man was contacted.
Yes, he would come. How many halfchickens do you want? 1000! When I
hung up I said, "Dear Lord, what have
I done?!"
The Housekeeper and her staff
cleaned, waxed floors, washed windows. To finish the job the housekeeper worked one whole night. The
maintenance department took care of
the lawns. Everything was in perfect
order.
Saturday morning dawned clear and
WINDY. I was awake again at 4:00
A.M. thanking the Lord for a beautiful day. By 8 o'clock I was on my way
to the Center (main building) thinking
I would be the first one there. How
mistaken could I be!
Open House was advertised to be
from 1-6 P. M. People were there before
8 A.M. They kept coming. The big tent
went up, the smaller ones were placed.
Crafts, food, chairs, everything else
needed found their proper places. Clarence Boyer brought his spinning wheel
which attracted much attention. Weaver Hoke set up his loom. The Residents
had their tables. The craft items began
to blow off the tables. The men who

put up the big tent brought the side
curtains and put them around the
smaller tents. No one told them to do
this. They saw what needed to be done
and did it. These were the type of
volunteers we had. People came and
kept coming. The parking committee
was hard-pressed to find space for all
the cars.
Food items for the Bake Sale arrived.
The tables were loaded. People were
looking. The sales people began selling
around 10 A.M. instead of 1 P.M.
More food came—more people came.
Some who were working took time
out to look—saw what they wanted —
decided to come back later. They did,
but their choice was gone. In fact there
were no more cakes, pies, jellies, bread,
buns, etc., by 3 o'clock. I managed to
get zucchini bread just in time.
The barbecue man, his wife, and
helper set up their "stoves," and started
to barbecue the chicken. The strong
wind took the odor across the countryside to people three miles away. They
followed their noses to the Village. By
5 o'clock the chickens were gone! That
was unbelievable!
During the afternoon the nursing

area lawn was formally opened by a
ribbon-cutting ceremony, This area
was furnished by the Auxiliary.
People watched Residents quilt.
Others saw an artist paint a picture
which he auctioned off. The Administrator caught the Auxiliary President
with her shoes off. Another time she
was found sitting in a wheelchair.
What does one do when one's feet
hurt!
The Scripture says "Ye receive not
because ye ask not", and "ask largely".
The "large" prayer for "good weather,
good help and many people" was answered beyond our expectations. To
the extent $3,000.00 was given to the
Messiah Village Endowment Fund.
"Thank You, Lord!"
September 6, 1980, is the date for
the Second Annual Messiah Village
Open House-Chicken Barbecue. Many
people are working hard to make this
one bigger and better. The proceeds
will again go to the Village Endowment Fund. Plan now to come and
spend the day at the Village.
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The writer serves as pastor of the C'hino congregation. California.

The writer is a cottage resilient at Messiah
\ Ulage.
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C H U R C H NEWS
Messiah College
Service Recognitions
The following persons were given special
recognition at the College Appreciation
Dinner for service at Messiah College.
20-29 years of service: Faculty—Dr.
D. Ray Hostetter, David P. McBeth, Dr.
Martin H. Schrag, and Dr. Ronald R.
Sider; Trustee—Lowell D. Hoover.
Thirty or more years ofservice: Faculty—
Ruth N. Musser and Dorothy A. Schrag.
Service termination recognitions: Five
to 14 years of service—Robert N. Barr,
Paul L. Snyder, Howard Walter, Verna
Walter. The Board of Trustees recognized
with great appreciation the lengthy services of two faculty members who retired
this year. Miss Sara E. Herr, who served
for 36 years, was named Academic Recorder Emerita; and Mr. Mark B. Wolgemuth,
who served for 37 years, was named Associate Professor of Chemistry Emeritus.
Naming of Fine Arts Center
Dwight E. Bert, Chairman of the Board
of Trustees, has announced the naming of
the new fine arts center in honor of Asa W.
and Anna E. Climenhaga. He also announced that the auditorium-theater will
be named in honor of Earl D. Miller. President Hostetter stated that "these are both
most fitting honors bestowed on individuals who have made immeasurable marks
for good on the college."
The fine arts center is now under construction, with completion scheduled by
August, 1981.
Occupant for C. N. Hostetter, Jr.
Chair of Theology
Dr. C. N. Hostetter, Jr., the fourth president of Messiah College, retired from the
presidency twenty years ago. He continued
to serve several years as a teacher. In
recognition of his service many friends of
Messiah gave liberal donations to endow a
chair of theology in his honor.
The Board of Trustees have named Dr.
Owen H. Alderfer, Professor of Religion,
to be the first occupant of the C. N. Hostetter, Jr. Chair of Theology. Official ceremonies will take place at the Homecoming
Chapel on Friday, October 17, with Dr.
Alderfer giving the address.
Dr. Alderfer previously taught at Upland
College and since the mid 1960s has served
at Ashland Theological Seminary. He will
also be the new Chairman of the Department of Religion and Philosophy at Messiah College.
Other Faculty Appointments
Donald Wingert, who has been serving
as Administrative Assistant to the Dean of
Messiah College, will be the director of the
Philadelphia campus beginning in August,
1980. Don was Director of General Services at Messiah from 1971 to 1978, and his
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wife Andrea has served in the business
office for a number of years.
John Yeatts is joining the Messiah College faculty as Assistant Professor of Christian Education. He has most recently served
as the Associate Director of the denominational Board of Christian Education.

Ordination

Rev. Calvin C. Hamblin, Jr. was ordained
to the Christian ministry on March 9, 1980,
at the Valley View Brethren in Christ
Church. Sharing in the service of ordination with Bishop John A. Byers were Rev.
Willis Betts; Rev. H. F. Hogan, Rev.
Hamblin's father-in-law; Rev. Orvin White,
and Rev. Gene Craighead. Rev. Hamblin,
his wife, Ann, and two daughters have
been giving pastoral leadership to the Valley View congregation for four years.

Conference News
Allegheny

Rev. and Mrs. Eugene Heidler, pastoral couple of the Cedar Grove Church, showed slides of
their Holy Land trip on Sunday, May 25. A
fellowship was held after the service in honor of
the Heidler's 25th wedding anniversary. • Record
attendance was reached on Sunday evening,
May 18, by the Jemison Valley congregation
when 250 people gathered for a "Night of
Music." Eight area churches participated through
their choirs or small ensembles.
Mrs. Dorcas Climenhaga was the guest
speaker for the first Mother-Daughter Banquet
held by the Shermans Valley congregation.
Former missionaries, the Chester Wingerts
and Leora Yoder, shared with the M P F of the
Big Valley congregation on Wednesday, May 14.
A surprise reception was held for Rev. and
Mrs. J. Milford Brubaker, pastoral couple of the
Saville Church, by the congregation in honor of
their 25th wedding anniversary. A money tree
and scrapbook were presented to the couple. •
The Spring Hope congregation reports special
music was given by a trio from Williamsburg,
Pa., entitled "Sammy and the Sunday Edition."
A special Missionary Prayer Fellowship was
held by the Dillsburg congregation on Sunday
evening, June 15. Chester Wingert showed the
film "From Darkness to Light." • The Fairview
Avenue congregation presented Robert and
Carol Spangler with a money tree prior to their
leaving for service with the Life Line Mission.
Clark and Kim Miller were installed as the
Associate Pastoral couple on Sunday, July 13.*
Mary Biser, missionary to Zambia, was a recent
guest to the Five Forks congregation. Six persons were baptized on Sunday evening. June 6.
A Love Loaf project was held by the Hollowell congregation with a total of $817 collected.
• A Dedication Service and Homecoming were
held on May 18 by the Saxton congregation for
the addition to their church building. Several
former pastors and wives were present for the
service.

Atlantic

A prayer and share day was held by the Free
Grace Church on Saturday, June 14. Bishop
Stephen Ndlovu from Zimbabwe was the guest

speaker on Sunday, June 15. • A dedication
service was held for the new educational unit of
the Lancaster Church on June 1. The dedication
sermon was given by former pastor, Eber Dourte.
A fellowship meal was held by the Perkiomen
Valley congregation for their associate pastoral
couple, Ray and Winnie Hock, under assignment by the Missions Board for service in Japan.
The Ninth Grade Sunday School Class of the
Pequea congregation went beyond their goal to
sponsor a child at Montreal Lake Children's
Home and sent the balance of $52 to the Home's
Building Fund. • The Souderton congregation
held a Day of Prayer on Wednesday, June 4,
beginning at 6:30 a.m.
Dr. Martin Schrag spoke to the Elizabethtown congregation about "The Christian and
the Draft" during a Sunday morning service
recently. The theme was continued in the evening with a discussion by Henry Kreider, Bill
Goss, Glen Pierce, and others.
Eldon and Nancy Rosentrater gave a report
on the Navajo Mission to the Manor congregation on Wednesday, June 4. A slide presentation
about Messiah Village was also given.

Canadian

On Sunday, May 4, the Oak Ridges congregation observed the 25th anniversary of their
church building. Guest speakers included former
pastors, Roy Nigh and James Sider; and Bishop
Harvey Sider. • A representative of M C C presented the work to the Ridgemount congregation
on Sunday evening, May 11.
A baptismal service was held on Sunday
morning, May 25, by the Wainfleet congregation. Seven persons were received into fellowship at this time. • During the month of May, the
Westheights congregation viewed films on missions work in San Francisco, New Mexico,
Africa, and India.
The Bridlewood congregation hosted the Heise
Hill congregation for a musical given by "The
Royal Choir" of Peoples Christian School on
Sunday evening, June 1. • The pastoral family,
Robert Climenhagas, hosted the Falls View
congregation to a backyard family barbeque.
Following the barbeque a song fest was held.
The New Life congregation received a presentation of the Nursery School on Sunday evening, June 8, by Sue Osburn, director of the
school. The Primary and Junior Departments
shared in the morning worship service with an
open house held following.

Central

A carry-in dinner was held by the DeRossett
congregation on Sunday. May 11, following the
morning worship service when Carl and Fern
Ulery shared in both the Sunday school hour
and worship service. Following the dinner, the
Ulerys presented slides of their recent trip abroad.
The Senior Youth of the Lakeview congregation purchased 44 new hymnals for the church.
The Bethel Community congregation presented a program to the Faith Mission in Elkhart on Friday evening, May 30. • Children's
Day was observed by the Christian Union congregation on Sunday, June 8, with the "Puppeteers" sharing. Following the morning service a
picnic lunch was held.
Eight persons were received into fellowship by
the Mooretown congregation on Sunday morning, May 25.
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Rev. Carl Lewis, pastor of the Carland-Zion
congregation, presented a concert to the Lakeview congregation on Sunday evening, June 8. •
The Nappanee congregation is sponsoring an
M C C Exchange Student. The student is Lenah
Silikalika and an active member of the Brethren
in Christ Church in Zambia.
The film, "My Son, My Son," was viewed by
the Union Grove congregation on Sunday evening, June 15 following a time of fellowship and
refreshments.

Deardorff: Jill Renee, born May 26, to
Greg and Sheila (Strite) Deardorff, Fairview Avenue congregation, Pa.

Poe: Heather, born May 26, to Tim and
Mary Jane Poe, Chambersburg congregation, Pa.

Disher: Christopher Ronald, born May
2, to Ron and Linda Disher, Wainfleet
congregation, Ont.

Redcay: Luke Andrew, born June 10,
to Jay and Linda Redcay, Green Spring
congregation, Pa.

Eby: Eric James, born May 21, to Carl
and Rose Eby, Big Valley congregation,
Pa.

Ridge: Heather Linn, born Jan. 21, to
Guy and Kathy Ridge, Dillsburg congregation, Pa.

Midwest

Engle: Matthew James, born May 23,
to Philip and Cynthia Engle, Fairland
congregation, Pa.

Rodgers: Susanne Montrose, born May
3, to Steve and Melody Rodgers, Saxton
congregation, Pa.

Gonsman: Adam, born May 13, to Fred
and Judy Gonsman, Pequea congregation,
Pa.

Seibert: Brian James, born April 28, to
John and Betty Seibert, Paramount congregation, Md.

Greene: April Lynne, born Jan. 27, to
Rod and Sandy (Gasswint) Greene, Dillsburg congregation, Pa.

Shelly: Tiffany Marie, born April 26, to
Roy and Ruth Shelly, Carlisle congregation, Pa.

Haney: Joshua Palmer, born May 14,
to Fred and Jeannie Haney, Dayton congregation, Oh.

Sherman: Warren Jeremy, born April
28, to Warren and Leanna (Book) Sherman, Abilene congregation, Ks.

Hanna: Sami, born April 15, to Mr. and
Mrs. Fouad Hanna, Bridlewood congregation, Ont.

Snodderly: Brenton David, born May
12, to Ken and Lois Snodderly, Hollowell
congregation, Pa.

Hornberger: Ryan Sean, born May 26,
to Lenny and Dee Hornberger, Lancaster
congregation, Pa.

Snyder: Jossana Joy, born May 12, to
John and Susan Snyder, Manor congregation, Pa.

A Neighbor Night was held Friday evening.
May 16, by the Rosebank congregation. The
Freedom Singers from Bartlesville, Ok., presented the special music • The Men's Fellowship
of the Abilene congregation hosted a banquet
for men from Rosebank and Zion. Bishop Don
Shafer spoke on the theme, "Joy of the Lord."
The film, "The Hiding Place," was shown in
the Bethany Church on May 17 and 18. The
pastor and wife, Rev. and Mrs. Charles Rickel,
accompanied the Senior Citizens of the congregation on two trips recently.
The Mountain View congregation held a Spiritual Growth Seminar on June 1-8. Rev. Henry
A. Ginder was the guest speaker. • Twelve persons were received into fellowship by the Rosebank congregation on Sunday, May 18.

Pacific

Jan Engle shared with the Alta Loma congregation on Sunday, May 25. Jan will be serving
the church in Zambia.
A fellowship dinner was held recently by the
Life Line Chapel in honor of David and Margaret Croxford for their service to the congregation. The Croxfords have assumed assistant pastoral duties at the Bertie congregation (Canadian
Conference).

Joyner: Amber Renee, born June 13, to
Larry and Patty Joyner, Bethel Community congregation, Mi.
Kennedy: Erin Joy, born April 17, to
Ben and Jeanne Kennedy, Antrim congregation, Pa.

Sollenberger: Karen Renee, born May
16, to Larry and Carol Sollenberger, Air
Hill congregation, Pa.
Varner: Heather Marie, born April 18,
to Kenneth and Ada Varner, Cedar Grove
congregation, Pa.

Landis: Samuel Jonathan, born May
25, to Samuel and Diane Landis, Cedar
Grove congregation, Pa.

Weaver: Regina Grace, born May 2,
chosen by Keith and Patti Weaver, Highland congregation, Oh.

Bishop: Greg Andrew, born April 23, to
Mike and Donna Bishop, Redwood Country congregation, Or.

Lebo: Brett Mark, born April 30, to
Gary and Gloria (Mann) Lebo, Dillsburg
congregation. Pa.
Matschke: Vincent, born Aug. 5, 1979,
chosen by Byran and Doreen Matschke,
Massey Place congregation, Sask.

Weikert: Jessica Marie, born March 31,
to Robert and Donna Weikert, Hollowell
congregation, Pa.

Brauen: Kristopher Alan, born June 6,
to Larry and Doris Brauen, Perkiomen
Valley congregation, Pa.

Monn: Angie Nicole, born May 29, to
James and Brenda (Peck) Monn, Five
Forks congregation, Pa.

Bricker: Michael Eugene, Jr., born May
2, to Mike and Zandra Bricker, Hollowell
congregation, Pa.
Brubaker: Sylvia Ann, born May 5, to
Stanley and Sarah Brubaker, Jemison Valley congregation, Pa.

Morton: Jessie Dora, born April 21, to
Byron and Marlene (McNiven) Morton,
Westheights congregation, Ont.
Musser: Carla Sue, born May 3, to
David and Kathy Musser, Petersburg congregation, W.V.

Christophel: Shane Michael, born May
10, to Sam and Betty Christophel, Hollowell congregation, Pa.

Musser: William David, born May 8, to
William and Lois Musser, Hummelstown
congregation, Pa.

Cluck: Nicholas Wade, born May 6, to
Gregory and Colleen (Chamberlin) Cluck,
Five Forks congregation, Pa.

Patterson: Paul Daniel, born May 7, to
Millard and Linda J. (Maurer) Patterson,
Altoona congregation. Pa.

Births

Anguiano: Daman Ryan, born May 12,
to Joe and Debbie Anguiano, Abilene
congregation, Ks.
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Weaver: Brett Miller, born May 31, to
Jim and Sonya Weaver, Chambersburg
congregation, Pa.

Weddings

Anthony-Morrison: Dana, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Morrison, and David
J., son of Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Anthony,
both of Arcanum, Ohio, June 14, in the
Highland Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. Louis Cober officiating.
Archer-Wilde: Kathy, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Kenneth Wilde, and Scott Archer,
May 18, in the Ridgemount Brethren in
Christ Church.
Braun-Anderson: Shelly Anderson ana
Darryl Braun, July 26, in the Massey Place
Brethren in Christ Church.
to page 11

7

Reports of what God is doing through
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The Women's Fellowship

Approximately thirteen years ago
Mrs. (Thelma) Book started a meeting
in which women could study the Bible.
Five or six women came, each bringing
theirsmall children, so the Bible study,
which began with Genesis I, was conducted among (and sometimes interrupted by) the cries and laughter of
small children. Each week one chapter
was studied. This was the first time
that most of those attending had come
into contact with the Old Testament
world. Our faith was shallow and our
knowledge of the Bible, especially the
Old Testament, was very poor, except
for a few scattered episodes. After
about two years Mrs. Book returned
to America and at that point this
group formed into the "Ladies Meeting." They have continued studying
one chapter every week and are now
studying Job.
Each week the meeting is opened
with prayer and singing. Then the one
responsible, using reference materials,
leads the meeting which is a time of
blessing. When someone is not able to
understand, we pray for understanding and it is amazing how our minds
are opened so that we can comprehend
the truth of the passage. The events of
the Old Testament, thousands of years
ago, speak to the everyday events of
our lives. Of course, God helps us
apply these truths and he prepared
people of faith who could lead our
ladies group.
Ruth Zook, who lived in Nishiichi,
came once a month and taught us
cooking. As we partook of the warm
food we could share many things. This
sharing was vital for our ladies group.
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We were filled both physically and
spiritually as we returned to our homes.
The many things that Mrs. Zook taught
us became ours. This not only made
our families happy but also made it
possible for us to bake our own cakes
to be served when the church met for
times of fellowship.
Most of the ladies who participate in
the ladies meeting do not have Christian husbands. In our homes our faith
was severely tested and tried. In these
periods of hunger and thirst, the longing of our hearts for the Gospel became
stronger. We waited each week for
Wednesday to come. Sometimes just
being able to attend became the burden
of our hearts.
The faith produced when God controls the throne of our hearts and the
testimonies and encouragements that
we hear break down our stubborn
hearts. This gives, even me, a strong
faith. I want to have that kind of
strong faith as I grow older.
— Mrs. Katoh
Christmas Together

The Christmas of 1979 was a time
when not only I, but the Yamanota
church as a whole, was made to think
again of the meaning of Christmas.
This came from two opportunities to
meet children who did not know Jesus
Christ. Even though the people around
us (Japanese) know the word "Christmas" or the name "Jesus Christ," most
of them do not know the real meaning
of these terms. In the midst of these
people, the Yamanota Gospel Church
has been evangelizing in the five years
since having a church building. It has

done this by having retreats in the
spring and summer, Christmas meetings, having the missionary assist in
English and cooking classes, youth
activities, ladies group activities and so
on. Also, we are following the words in
Ecclesiastes 12, "Remember your Creator in the days of your youth," and
are putting much effort through the
Sunday School into bringing the young
children to faith and the importance of
following Christ.
One of the two experiences grew out
of the participation at the spring retreat
in Kiyo of a group of young people
from Kifune Cho in Shimonoseki.
This is a children's group under the
care of Mr. Nobuta. This group of
children, having experienced the camp,
wanted to know more about Jesus. But
the church building at Yamanota is
quite small and is just too narrow for
nearly 100 people to participate. So a
number of times the church talked
about the Christmas worship and celebration, the desire of the children's
group to participate, and the problem
of a meeting place. It was decided that
since the meeting place of the children's group in Kifune Cho was available, the Sunday School would have a
second Christmas worship and celebration there under the leadership of
the church's youth group. Over 100
children attended, heard the message
about Jesus Christ, spent a good time
celebrating Jesus' birth and could
really celebrate Christmas meaningfully. Many new children could worship with Brother Nobuta. Also, as a
church we could learn again the joy of
going out to share the Gospel. I think it
is important for us to take more time

Evangelical Visitor

Brethren in Christ
The Brethren in Christ
International Fellowship (U.K.)

S
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(Left to right) Roy Sider, EdgarMoyo, Stephen N. Ndlouu, Curtis
Book (Acting Warden), Elias Moyo (Warden), Jonathan Mwaalu.

At its first meeting in London, England, June 5-8, the Executive
Council organized as follows: Bishop Stephen N. Ndlovu, Zimbabwe,
chairman; Roy V. Sider, Overseas Missions, North America, secretary;
Edgar Moyo, London, Council representative to the Warden; Jonathan Mwaalu, representing Bishop William Silungwe of Zambia. Elias
Moyo, Warden, and newly arrived Curtis Book, Acting Warden, also
attended the meetings.
The Elias Moyo family will be on a study leave at the School of World
Mission in Pasadena, California, beginning in the fall of 1980. Brother
Moyo will attend the Roxbury and Memorial Holiness Camps before
moving on to California with his family in mid-August.
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MISSIONS - OVERSEAS
India

Rev. Surendra N. Roy, Church Chairman
Jiwan Jyoti, Post Box 8
Saharsa P. O., North Bihar, India
William and Mary Hoke
M96 Greater Kailask I
New Delhi 110048, India (TWR)
Joseph and Marietta Smith
12/A Underhill Lane,
Delhi 110054, India

Japan

Marlin and Ruth Zook
(Country Representative)
309-15, 4 Chome, Hana Koganei,
Kodaira, Tokyo, Japan 187

London

Curtis and Leslie Book
Elias and Fadzai Moyo
22 Russell Rd.
Buckhurst Hill
Essex, England

Nicaragua

Rev. Enrique Palacios, Executive Minister
Apartado 4663
Managua, Nicaragua, C. A.
Charles and Cara Musser
(Country Representative)
Apartado A257
Managua, Nicaragua

Zimbabwe

Bishop Stephen N. Ndlovu
P.O. Box 111
Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, Africa

Zambia

Bishop William T. Silungwe
P.O. Box 115
Choma, Zambia, Africa
Ira and Miriam Stern
(Country Representative)
P.O. Box 32733
Lusaka, Zambia, Africa
Mary Olive Lady
P.O. Box 115
Choma, Zambia, Africa
Michele Arnett
Rachel Melhorn
Choma Secondary School
P.O. Box 92
Choma, Zambia, Africa
Phyllis Engle
Lois Jean Sider
David Livingstone Teacher Training College
Private Bag 1, Livingstone,
Zambia, Africa
Dallas and Diane Wolgemuth
P.O. Box 83
Choma, Zambia, Africa
Abram and Kathleen Bert
Samuel and Erma Jean Bert

the DIRE

Third Quarter
Mary Biser
Keith and Beverley Cober
Shirley Heisey
Faithe Musser
Eileen Sherk
Macha Mission Hospital
P.O. Box 340
Choma, Zambia, Africa
Robert and Gail Brubaker
Edith Miller
Macha Secondary School
P.O. Box 316
Choma, Zambia, Africa
Emory and Jeanne Martin
Nahumba Mission
P.O. Box 173
Choma, Zambia, Africa
David and Janet Kipe
Fannie Longenecker
Sikalongo Bible Institute
P.O. Box 131
Choma, Zambia, Africa
Mary E. Heisey
Sikalongo Mission Hospital
P.O. Box 131
Choma, Zambia, Africa

Addresses of BRETHREN
Sandra Lee Neyer
Star Route 4, Box 6000
Bloomfield, NM 87413
Richard and Deborah Sisco
118 New Alexander St.
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702
Carroll and Esther Stottlemyer
1202 Douglas Ave.
Des Moines, Iowa 50313

MISSIONS - NORTH AMERICA

On Furlough

Mary Bricker
c/o Glen Bricker
Rt. 2
Manheim, PA 17545
Rachel Copenhaver
299 Bricker Lane
Lebanon, PA 17642
Marilyn Ebersole
604 W. Main St.
Palmyra, PA 17078
John and Lucille Graybill
137 W. Main St.
Annville, PA 17003

SELF-SUPPORTING
MISSIONARY ASSOCIATES

Overseas

Allen and Leoda Buckwalter
S-469A Greater Kailash I
New Delhi 110048, India
Roy and Esther Mann
32 Dorchester House, Jameson St.
Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Richard and Kathleen Stuebing
Private Bag RW13X
Lusaka, Zambia, Africa

North America

Kenneth and Jill Crider
3106 Mountainuiew Dr.
Farmington, NM 87401
Philip Frey
Star Route 4, Box 6000
Bloomfield, NM 87413

Canada

c/o Montreal Lake Children's Home
Timber Bay, Saskatchewan SOJ 2T0
Raymond and Sandra Sider
Dale and Judy Albrecht
Jonathan and Marie Alleman
Cheryl Bert
George and Marlene Comfort
Donald and Diane Eby
Linda Epp
Juanita Gingerich
Rosalyn Hiebert
Sherry Janzen
Vicki Rutt
Valarie Stump

United States

c/o Fellowship Chapel
246 E. Tremont Ave.
Bronx, NY 10457
Ray and Miriam Heisey
Janet Hykes Dick
Daniel and Sharon Farina
Bradford Hench
Laurie McMullen
Steven Sides

c/o Spring Lake Retreat
R.R. 1, Box 361
Wurtsboro, NY 12790
Roy and Alva Newcomer
Joseph Hyatt
c/o Navajo Brethren in Christ Mission
Star Route 4, Box 6000
Bloomfield, NM 87413
Kenneth and Anna Hoover
Ernestine Chavez
Glenace Frey
Jean Heisey
Edith Merkey
Eldon and Nancy Rosentrater
Donald and Marion Sider
Benjamin and Eunice Stoner
Stephen and Debby Tyson
Duane and Karen Weaver
Annabelle Yazzie
John Peter Yazzie
c/o Brethren in Christ Ministries
Box 150
Pharr, Texas 78577
LeRoy and Judy Eberly
Donald and Margaret Frymire
Kenneth and Geniece Frymire
Joyce Poe

"TORY

M CHRIST Personnel
c/o Life Line Chapel
422 Guerrero St.
San Francisco, CA 94110
Paul and Evelyn Hill
Beverly Bauman
Donna Ginder
Kevin Hade
Susan Helfrick
Charles Lauver
Dennis and Carolyn Lehman
Brengle Waldron
c/o Life Line Mission
917 Folsom St.
San Francisco, CA 94107
Robert and Carol Spangler
Neil Stern

CHRISTIAN SERVICE
MINISTRIES

Vera Walker (Missions Office)
Box 149
Elizabethtown, PA 17022
Keith and Charlene Barr (MCC)
512 Lime St.
Lancaster, PA 17602
Marilyn Hallman (MCC)
Box 132, Station F
Winnipeg, Manitoba R2L 1A5
Sally Harmon (MCC)
21 S. 12th St.
Akron, PA 17501
Evan and Linda Heise (MCC)
298 Topsail Rd.
St. Johns, Newfoundland, A1E 2B5
Mark and Darlene Keller (MCC)
Mennonite Central Committee
P.O. Box 329
Mbabane, Swaziland
Jay and Lucille Kopp (MCC)
Mennonite Central Committee
P.O. Box 329
Mbabane, Swaziland
Curtis and Violet Nissly (MCC)
Box CH-99
Lusaka, Zambia
Richard and Martha Sider
Comite Central Menonita
Apartado 1779
Guatemala City, Guatemala
Karen Strickley (MCC)
Ev. Johannesstift Haus Heidiborn
Schoenwalder Allee
1 Berlin 20, Germany

BRETHREN
IN CHRIST
INSTITUTIONS

Karen Myers
Brethren in Christ Offices
P.O. Box 1136
Upland, CA 91786
Kimberly Bert
Mile High Pines Camp
Angelus Oaks, CA 92305

Third Quarter
Mark and Grace Rutt
c/o Kenbrook Bible Camp
501 Pine Meadow Rd.
Lebanon, PA 17042
Kimberly Fox
Upland Manor
1125 W. Arrow Hwy.
Upland, CA 91786

BRETHREN IN CHRIST
PERSONNEL SERVING
WITH OTHER
ORGANIZATIONS
Stephen and Sonia Armour
(New Tribes Mission)
2446 Elk Lane
Grants Pass, OR 97526
David and Florence Carlson
(Trans World Radio)
P.O. Box 141
Monte Carlo, Monaco
Dana and Judy Crider (Woodstock School)
Mussoorie U P. 248179, India
Charles and Barbara Dederick
(American Rescue Workers Mission)
950 Sheridan St.
Williamsport, PA 17701
Premnath S. Dick (East Harlam Interfaith)
2050 Second Ave.
New York, NY 10029
Ethel Doner (Unevangelized Fields Mission)
Port-de-Paix, Haiti, West Indies
Anna R. Engle (Sponsored by the Evangelical
Alliance Mission)
10 Devenish Court, Deuenish St.
Pretoria 0002, South Africa
Leslie Engle (Mennonite Board of Missions)
Out-Spokin
Box 370
Elkhart, IN 46515
Bob and Carol Geiger (Redland Valley Church)
CASA AGAPE, San Martin
Metz, Columbia, South American
Joe and Elaine Haines
(Mennonite Board of Missions)
Edinburgh Mission Medical Hospital
P.O. Box 11
Nazareth, Israel
Howard and Margaret Hall
(Operation Mobilization)
c/o Send The Light
9 London Rd.
Bromley, Kent, England
James and Ronda Helems
(c/o Academia Los Pinares)
Apartado 143-C, Tegucigalpa
Honduras, D.C., C.A.
Beverly Johnson (Bible Club Movement Inc.)
408 E. Uth St.
Ocean City, NJ 08226
Edward and Dayle Lauber
(Wycliffe Bible Translators)
D P. 28 Niangoloko
Upper Volta, West Africa
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Emerson and Ruth Lesher
(Mennonite Board of Missions)
135 N. Oakland Ave.
Box 478
Pasadena, CA 91101
Gulabi McCarty (Youth for Christ)
1 Wheeler Rd.
Bangalore 560005, India
Lois Raser (World Vision)
Apdo. 190
Jerez, Zacatecas, Mexico
Donald and Mildred Ressler
(Central Alaskan Missions, Inc.)
Glennallen, Alaska 99588
W. Edward and Martha Rickman
(World Gospel Mission)
1609 Chapel Pike
Marion, IN 46952
Donna Sider (Eastern Mennonite Board
of Missions)
223 Greenword Place
Syracuse, NY 13210
Allen and Anne Wideman
(Wycliffe Bible Translators)
Jungle Aviation and Radio Service
Box 248
Waxhaw, North Carolina 28173
Rhoda Winger (Campus Crusade for Christ)
A C.P.O. Box 51
Quezon City, Philippines 3001
Carl and Marilyn Wolgemuth
(Wycliffe Bible Translators)
7500 W. Camp Wisdom
Dallas, TX 75236

MISSION CHURCHES
Canada

Eva Smith (Paddockwood)
Paddockwood, Saskatchewan SOJ 1Z0
Dan and Lynda Steadman (Kirkland Lake)
11 Hillcrest Dr.
Kirkland Lake, Ontario P2N 3M6

United States

Richard and Joanna Lehman (Blandburg)
P.O. Box 55
Blandburg, PA 16619
Grafton and Grace Forbes (Pilgrim Chapel)
225 Sterling St.
Brooklyn, NY 11225
Gene and Joy Craighead (Adney Gap)
Rt. 1, Box 48
Callaway, VA 24067
Harold Paulus (Beulah Chapel)
Box 393-A, Sano Rt.
Columbia, KY 42728
Terry and Debra Brensinger (Bloomington)
Columbia, KY 42728
Edgar and Anna Giles (Millerfields)
Rt. 3
Columbia, KY 42728
John and Ruth Pawelski (Dayton)
835 Herman Ave.
Dayton, OH 45404

Glenn and Ilona Hensel (De Rossett)
Philip and Judith Keefer (Westheights)
Rt. 9, Box 218
30 Somerfield Place
Sparta, TN 38583
Kitchener, Ontario N2N 1S3
Levi and Beulah Troyer (Maple Grove)
Gerald and Jane Tyrrell (Meadowvale)
Box 354
6053 Featherhead Cr.
Mio, MI 48647
Mississauga, Ontario L5N 2B5
Ross and Betty Morningstar (Hunlock Creek) Don Dearing (Prince Albert)
Rt. 3
154 Johnson Crescent
Berwick, PA 18603
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan S6V 6A1
Gaylerd and Marlene Miller (Knifley Ch)
United States
Rt. 1
Knifley, Ky 42753
Earl and Lois Hess (Campbellsville)
William and Ada Fetrow (Llewellyn)
Rt. 2, Box 23
Box 117
Campbellsville, KY 42718
Paul and Esther Hess (Western Hills)
Llewellyn, PA 17944
2961 Aquadale Lane
Lyle and Annie Roach (Lynchburg)
Cincinnati, OH 45211
Rt. 5, Box 181
Levi and Sandra Brubaker (Clearwater)
Lynchburg, VA 24501
1918 Hastings Dr.
Glenn and Joyce Ginder (Labish)
Clearwater, FL 33515
4188 Ward Dr.
Verle and Maralee Brubaker (Oak Park)
Salem, OR 97303
3840 W. 14th St.
Allon and Jeannette Dourte (Bethel Sprgs)
Des Moines, Iowa 50313
Rt. 6, Box 352
Orvin and Colleene White (Highland Park)
Manheim, PA 17545
32 Dalton Dr.
Dublin, VA 24084
Atlee and Janet Hershberger (Amherst)
852 Amherst, N.E.
Massillon, OH 44646
Canada
Ric
and Leigh Ann Feeney (Moreno)
Dale and Pauline Allison (Calgary)
13831
Redlands Blvd.
168 Cantrell Dr. SW
Moreno, CA 92360
Calgary, Alberta T2W 2M6

EXTENSION CHURCHES

Larry and Reta Steffee (Holden Park)
741 Holden Aue.
Orlando, FL 32809
David and Loa Buckwalter (Phoneton)
4285 U.S. Rt. 40
Tipp City, OH 45317
John and Dorothy Fries (Portland)
9764 S. W. Appaloosa PI.
Beaverton, OR 97005
Irving and Peggy Parker (Pomeroy Chapel)
Rt. 3, Box 262
Smithville, TN 37166
Clarence and Mary Ann Brubaker (Van Leer)
2713 Buford Dr.
Williamsport, MD 21795
Kevin and Candy Longenecker (Open Bible
Comm.)
12880 Heacock
Sunnymead, CA 92388
Jack and Jeanine Finley (Waukena)
P.O. Box 82
Waukena, CA 93282
Charles and Elaine Norman (Wichita)
336 Turquoise Lane
Wichita, KS 67209
John and Velorus Shearer (URBAN Min)
56 Edison St.
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702

Stirring
Up
the Gift
Arlene Miller and Greg Kennedy recounting the memories ofArlene's teenage boys' Sunday School class of the 1960's, at Valley Chapel, Ohio. Gregisa
C.P.A. in Albuquerque.

Arlene sees her ministry as one of discipling young people, participating in
the process of their growth in His image and commitment to His service.
BRETHREN IN CHRIST MISSIONS
P. O. Box 149
2519 Stevensville Road
Elizabethtown, PA 17022
Stevensville, ONT LOS ISO
(717)367-7045
(416)382-3144

and continue to learn about ways of
evangelism.
The second incident was the meeting
of severely handicapped child by the
name of Akihiro Kawasaki. At the end
of October as I was going about my
work of taking monthly electric meter
readings, I came to a home where a
child was severely handicapped from
birth. (This child was not even able to
speak.) Because of this child, the mother
very seldom went out and because of
the lack of understanding regarding
handicapped children the mother had
very few friends. As I came to read the
electric meter she told me about this.
When I met Akihiro for the first time I
was deeply impressed with his beautiful and sinless face. Jesus said that
children of God are to become like
little children. Akihiro himself was
that kind of pure child. The mother
had no (religious) faith but the parents
were carefully raising this child because
they said, "This child was born this
way because of our sins." However, as
Jesus says in John, "not because of his
sin or because of his parents' sin, but
that the glory of God can be revealed."
So I very much wanted this family to
meet Jesus and I invited them to the
Christmas celebration. This housewife
had never been invited out by someone
else in twelve years and, since she had
never celebrated Christmas, she was
determined to come with her child.
Most people when invited to church
give some reason or other for not
attending. In this case also, at first, 1
wasn't very hopeful but the answer was
very positive. At worship on Sunday 1
announced this to the church and all
the brothers and sisters rejoiced. I
encouraged the Sunday School children to make friends with this boy.
Akihiro was coming to the Christmas
celebration in the afternoon.
The women finished preparing and
packaging the cookie gifts. The Christmas worship included all the people
from the Sunday school children to the
adults. Pastor Tojo talked about what
it means to believe Jesus and to live for
him, using the example of Mother
Teresa.
For the afternoon Christmas celebration someone went to get Akihiro.
When he came the meeting began. The
children did a play, the junior high age
children sang many songs, and the
youth group presented a shadow play.
It all fit together so well—we were all
moved.
It filled our hearts with joy that
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Akihiro could celebrate Christmas with
us and it appears that the warm fellowship in the Lord was felt by his mother.
I think even Akihiro felt this because
he didn't want to go home.
It is written, "It is not the healthy
who need a doctor, but the sick. I have
not come to call the righteous, but the
sinner" (Mark 2:17). I am praying that
the Yamanota church will be the place
where people from every walk of life
and people who live in any circumstance will hear the words found in
Matthew 11:28, "Come unto me, all
you that labor and are heavy laden and
I will give you rest." I pray that as we
face this year each of us will respond to
the needs around us, that we will be
used as witnesses (of God's grace) and
that at each Christmas we will show
much growth.
— Mrs.

Sunday School

Kaneko

At first, Sunday School was held for
the small children of church members.
As the children grew, the children's
worship was divided into two sections,
primary and junior high. The junior
high students were primarily taught by
the church's youth group and the primary age students by the women's
group. Classes were held on Sunday
morning from 9:30 for one hour until
time for adult worship at 10:30.
There are fifteen in the junior high
class and most of these have been
attending since early childhood when
their mothers took them. Also there
are some who attend because of the
requirements of the mission school in
Shimonoseki.
In the development of these children
we can also see the development of the
church. As these are born and grow, so
also the church is born and develops.
These young people are becoming involved in the life of the church, such as
being organist for worship, etc. They
are becoming a big strength in the
church and we cannot help but be
grateful to God for their development.
In the primary class there are nearly
20 children. It is a regrettable situation
in Japan, but at present, even young
children are very busy. Almost all
children, when they return home from
school, go on to attend tutoring classes
in piano, abacus, English, math, etc.,
and even attend such tutoring classes
on Sunday. Also on Sunday the community-sponsored children's association has softball meets or football

matches, so children are often absent
from church school. While the enrollment is twenty children, there are
times when only six can attend. But in
this group there are ten who have
attended for over three years. These
faithful children have become real witnesses in their homes, at their school,
and in the neighborhood. They are
inviting their new friends and their
parents, as well as neighborhood people, to church.
At present we are studying Exodus
(this year's curriculum). Sometimes
the children themselves will do the
Kamishibai (dramatic story told with
pictures) using a Bible story. At Christmas they always make up their own
play and present it to the church. Last
year's play was "The Prince of the Stable." Now they would like to do a
shadow play based on the material
that they are studying in Sunday School
and they are anticipating this with
hope. They are planning this because
they want to share with their friends
who do not attend church the importance and pleasure of attending church
school.
In preparation for Christmas they
have already begun work. These children range in age from four to ten
years but, like the members of the
church and supported by the prayers
of the church, they are being used to
proclaim the glory of God for which
we are very thankful.
— Mrs. Hori
— Translated by Marlin Zook.

—from John Graybill:
The rural churches in Yamaguchi
continue to mature under the leadership of lay pastors. All these men
are full-time employees and very
busy, but the Body is functioning
well . . . in this difficult area of
Christian witnessing.
Mr. Okano (a full-time employee
of the local bank and co-pastor of
the Hagi church) recently said to
me, "We are trying to build a strong
foundation in our rural churches
and then when Brother Hirokawa
comes from seminary next spring,
plus a new missionary couple in
summer of'82, we will hopefully be
ready to begin a new church somewhere in this area."
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Samuel Mlotshwa
Chosen to Process Aid
The Brethren in Christ Church in
Zimbabwe has selected Samuel Mlotshwa as their staff representative at
Christian Care, an agency of the churches
in Zimbabwe. His responsibility will
be to coordinate all material aid shipments from Mennonite Central Committee to Christian Care.
Appointment of Mlotshwa followed
a suggestion by Bishop S. N. Ndlovu
that it would be preferable to have
material aid supervision done by a
Zimbabwean, rather than to bring in a
North American volunteer for this
task. MCC agreed to provide a salary
for a Zimbabwean staff person chosen
by Brethren in Christ leadership.
MCC now has a 37 ton shipment of
mixed goods and 50 tons of beans
enroute consigned to the B1C in Bulawayo. Zimbabwe. In hisjob Mlotshwa
will deal with agents, check the goods
as they arrive, and make the necessary
reports back through the Brethren in
Christ bishop's office to MCC.
The Brethren in Christ Church participates in the rehabilitation work of
Christian Care, which has an active
board of directors composed of Zim-

Nicaragua
Peace Church
Members Gather
for Retreat

Eighty pastors, lay leaders and missionaries representing three Anabaptist groups in Nicaragua joined together
May 2 to 4 at a Baptist campground
outside Managua for a weekend of fellowship and study of peace theology.
The group included workers with Mennonite Central Committee.
The retreat was a time of reflection
and challenge on what it means to follow the way of love in the Kingdom of
God, and for many it was the first
opportunity to fellowship with Anabaptist pastors other than those of their
own conference. Main resource person
was Gilberto Flores of Guatemala,
formerly pastor of a Mennonite church
in San Pedro Sula, Honduras and currently pastor in Guatemala City where
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Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Mlotshwa

babwean church leaders.
In addition to handling material aid,
Mlotshwa will administer the BIC rehabilitation program and supervise
church centers for returning refugees.
He also serves as a member of the
Brethren in Christ board of trustees.
According to the job description

prepared by the Brethren in Christ and
Christian Care, the staff representative
is responsible to reflect the love and
compassion of Christ to the people. It
was felt Mlotshwa met this qualification. He is also to communicate in
both English and the people's language, Ndebele.

there is much political violence.
Primary purpose of the retreat was
to explore with the Nicaraguan peace
churches who they are and what their
mission can and should be in Nicaragua today. Specifically, it was hoped
that the church would explore the biblical vision of the church as a visible
community of suffering servants within
another kingdom, the biblical basis for
nonviolence, the church's response
facing systematic violence and the salient themes of Marx and Liberation
Theology, in order to better understand current reality in Nicaragua.
"We do feel we at least began a
movement towards dealing with questions raised (by the objectives)," commented Phil Bontrager, who is codirector of MCC's reconstruction
program with his wife Lori.
A high point of the retreat was a
presentation by Francisco Rodes,
Baptist pastor from Matanzas, Cuba,
who teaches at a seminary in Managua. Rodes gave a brief introduction
to Marxist thought and shared the

experiences of the church in Cuba
since 1959.
Originally the church in Cuba withdrew from the revolution and only
recently has it attempted to exhibit
that it is not the "opiate of society" as
some would like to believe, he said.
Besides breaking stereotypes of Cuban
life and society, he challenged the
Nicaraguan church to be faithful to its
calling and to become an influential
dynamic in the changing society.
Response to the retreat has been
positive, comments Bontrager. "We
accomplished what we hoped—begin
the thinking process and dialogue." In
addition to providing input, he added,
such retreats provide "an opportunity
for fellowship between the three conferences, something that will become
increasingly important as they try to
develop a peace witness in Nicaragua."
The three conferences in Nicaragua
are related to the mission programs of
the Brethren in Christ, Conservative
Mennonite Conference and Evangelical Mennonite Conference of Canada.
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Buhrman-Myers: Beverly Myers, daughter of Charles and Peggy Myers, Greencastle, Pa., and John Buhrman, Lantz, Md.,
April 19, in the Hollowell Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Robert Byers
officiating.
Eisenhour-Hoerner: Debora Marie,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Allen Hoerner
and Curtis Dean, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Martin Eisenhour, May 17, in the Skyline
View Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
John Schock officiating.
Freeman-Smith: Debra Jo, daughter of
Mr. Jack Smith, Mont Alto, Pa., and Sam,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Freeman,
Waynesboro, Pa., June 7, in the Five
Forks Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
W. Rupert Turman officiating.
Gardiner-Cooper: Linda Cooper and
Myles Gardiner, July 5, in the Massey
Place Church, Sask.
Gehman-Landes: Ethel Landes,
Creamery, Pa., and Lawrence Gehman,
Souderton, Pa., May 30, in the Perkiomen
Valley Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. Fred Geib officiating.
Gilson-Niman: Kathy Jo, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Niman, and Gregory
Scott, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Gilson,
May 24, in the Cedar Grove Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Richard Burchfield officiating.
Gingrich-Gossert: Lois, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Gerald Gossert, and Robert, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Gingrich, May 17,
in the Five Forks Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. W. Rupert Turman officiating.
Grove-Kuhn: Linda L., daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Charles Kuhn, Chambersburg,
Pa., and Jeffry L., son of Mr. and Mrs.
Walter W. Grove, April 19, in the Mt.
Pleasant United Brethren in Christ Church,
Chambersburg, Pa., with Rev. Ronald L.
Cook officiating.
Hall-Heise: Mark D., son of Mr. and
Mrs. Gordon D. Hall, Burlington, Ont.,
and Rhonda Kaye, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Harold M. Heise, Gormley, Ont.,
May 4, in the Bridlewood Brethren in
Christ Church with uncle of the bride, Dr.
Walter Winger, officiating.
Hartman-Heisey: Marilyn, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Heisey, Mt. Joy, Pa.,
and David, son of Mrs. Kathryn Hartman,
Elizabethtown, Pa., May 31, in the Cross
Roads Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. Dale H. Engle officiating.
Heckman-Ramage: Dolores N. Ramage,
and Stanley Heckman, Hopewell, Pa.,
May 10, in the Shermans Valley parsonage
with Rev. Earl J. Lehman officiating.
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Hershberger-Cober: Lynette, daughter
of Rev. and Mrs. Louis Cober, West Milton, Oh., and Timothy, son of Rev. and
Mrs. Atlee Hershberger, Massillon, Oh.,
May 31, in the Highland Brethren in Christ
Church with the fathers of the bride and
the groom officiating.
Hess-McCorkel: Linda McCorkel, and
Paul M. Hess, both of Lebanon, Pa., May
3, in the Fairland Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Jack Yost and Rev. Earl Musser
officiating.
Hiebert-Weber: Debbie Weber and
Duane Hiebert, July 10, in the Montreal
Lake Children's Home, Sask.
Hillyer-Dave: Gail Cave and Harold
Hillyer, May 17, in the Massey Place
Church, Sask.
Ioannoni-Fretz: Heather Mae, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Lamar Fretz, and
Bruno Vincent, son of Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Ioannoni, May 24, in the Falls View
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Robert
Climenhaga officiating.
Jones-Eshelman: Vicki Eshelman, W.
Manchester, Oh., and Brad Jones, Greenville, Oh., June 1, in the First United
Church of Christ.
Kingdon-Zercher: Deborah Ann, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Zercher, Waynesboro, Pa., and H. I. Edwin Jr., son of
Dr. and Mrs. Harold I. E. Kingdon,
Houghton, NY, March 22, in the Fairview
Avenue Brethren in Christ Church with
father of the bridegroom and Rev. James
Stauffer, brother-in-law of the bride,
officiating.
Leonard-Harder: Patricia, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Harder, Wellandport,
Ont., and Mark, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Leonard. Owen Sound. Ont., in the
Wainfleet Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. Roy J. Peterman and Rev. Ronald
Lofthouse officiating.
Miller-Shellenberger: Patricia Shellenberger and Steve, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Randall Miller, April 26, in the Dillsburg
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Lane
Hostetter officiating.
Neff-Falk: Rosalind Lee, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Falk Jr., and Jay
Richard, son of Mr. and Mrs. C. Richard
Neff, both of Millersville, Pa., April 5, in
the Manor Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. John B.Hawbaker officiating.
Penner-Neath: Pat Neath and Blaine
Penner, July 19, in the Carrot River Mennonite Church.
Philips-Engle: Althea, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Jacob E. Engle, Conestoga, Pa.,
and Richard Philips, New York, NY, May
17, at the home of the bride with Rev.
James Hanna officiating.
Reaman-Eade: Janet, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Bruce Eade, Fordwich, Ont., and

Eavan, son of Mr. and Mrs. Don Reaman,
Wroxeter, Ont., May 10, in the Fordwich
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Ken
Smith officiating.
Shirley-Warren: Donna Jean, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Warren, and Carl
Shirley, both of Columbia, Ky., June 1, in
the Knifley Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. Wilbur Benner officiating.
Stan-Eade: Julie, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Bruce Eade, Fordwich, Ont., and
Howard, son of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Stan,
Kitchener, Ont., March 21, in the Listowell
Catholic Church with Rev. Pluta officiating.
Thrush-Witter: Jean L., daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. James Witter, and Ray E., son of
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Thrush, April 5, in
the Mt. Rock Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Lynn Thrush officiating.
Tyson-Garrett: Kathy Lou, daughter of
F. Margaret Garrett, Pequea, Pa., and the
late Robert Garrett, and Keith Alan, son of
Rev. and Mrs. Irvin G. Tyson Sr., Collegeville. Pa., June 14, in the Perkiomen Valley
Brethren in Christ Church with father of
the groom and Rev. Earl Martin Jr. officiating.
Waser-Condon: Kathryn J., daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. David Condon, Mt. Joy,
Pa., and Jeffrey L., son of Mr. and Mrs.
John Waser, June 14, in the Cross Roads
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Dale
H. Engle officiating.
Wilson-Cober: Diane, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Don Cober, Wroxeter, Ont., and
Earl, son of Mr. and Mrs. George Wilson,
Newton, Ont., May 30, in the Milverton
United Church with Rev. Ball officiating.
Wingert-Eberly: Judy Ann, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Eberly, Waynesboro, Pa., and Lester Carl, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Raymond Wingert, Chambersburg,
Pa., June 7, in the Fairview Avenue Brethren
in Christ Church, with Rev. James Lesher,
uncle of the bride, and Rev. Lynn Thrush
officiating.

Obituaries

Allen: Dwight E. Allen, Atchinson, Ks.,
born Dec. I, 1899, died April 19, 1980. He
was the son of Edwin and Florence Allen.
He was married to Catharine Bert who
preceded him in death. He is survived by
four sons: Bert, Keith, Edwin, and Earl;
two daughters: Lois and Mrs. Avis Fry; a
brother, and a sister. Two sons and two
brothers preceded him in death. Rev. Millard Haldemanand Rev. Norman Channel
conducted the funeral service in the Dallas
Center Brethren in Christ Church.
Book: Isaiah E. Book, Ankeny, la.,
born March 1. 1890, in Dickinson Co.,
died April 14, 1980, in Des Moines, la. He
was married to Hattie Haldeman who preceded him in death in Aug. 1961. He is
to page 14
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Letters from
Camp
featuring:

A PLACE TO GROW

A TIME TO SHARE
Dear Susan,
Because you are my best friend
I will write you a letter.
Each evening we have devotions together. It's really neat
the way our leader reads the
scripture and we all share what
it says to us.
See you soon, your friend
Joan

12

Dear Mom,
We arrived at camp O.K.
First, I took my sleeping bag
and suitcase to our cabin. My
bunk is the top one. I was
lonely last night but I feel better
today. I brushed my own hair
today.
Good-bye, Love from Laurie

Evangelical Visitor

AN OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE
Dear Mother,
I am very busy here at camp. We begin early in the
morning and it is late until the last camper falls asleep.
As 1 reflect on each day's tasks, I realize more deeply the
contentment and fulfillment there is in serving Christ as a
camp counsellor.
Your son

A SOLUTION TO PROBLEMS
Dear Dad,
You'll never guess what I forgot to bring
to camp—my swimming suit! My counsellor says he is sure I can borrow one. I think
we are going to learn a lot.
Your son
AN EXPERIENCE TO CHERISH
Dear Bill,
Dad and 1 are having a relaxing time
at camp. We have met many nice people. It has been a week we will remember
for a long time.
Your mother

Camp Kahquah Board and the Board of Christian Education are an example
of cooperating agencies working together to build people in Christ.
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Enemy

from page 16

grams. Until very recently, I believed
that by controlling the kind of viewing
children engage in, one could reap
benefits from television.
My thinking on this score had been
changed radically by Marie Winn's
book, The Plug-in Drug. The author's
research and conclusions rang an alarm
inside my head.
One of the most frightening of her
chapters deals with addiction to the
TV habit. To watch television is to fall
into a passive mental state, somewhere
between wakefulness and sleep. Coming out of this state after an hour or
two is often followed by crankiness or
hyperactivity by children and feelings
of lethargy or guilt by adults. Marie
Winn argues convincingly that it's not
what we watch that is the real problem,
but the fact that we watch.
Sitting watching the screen removes
us from real life. Here again the effect
on children is especially disturbing. A
cartoon in the New Yorker some years
ago pictured a father changing a flat
tire on his car in a driving rain while his
two children look out the car windows
at him. And the father is saying, "Don't
you understand? This is life; this is
what is happening. We can't switch to
another channel."
That points to a truth that affects us
all, young and old alike. As one woman,
a teacher, stated in an interview: "I
Church News
from page 11

survived by his second wife, Abigail; three
sons: Marion, Paul, and Alvin; two daughters: Esther Grove and Ruth Haskell; a
stepdaughter. Vera Noble; two stepsons:
Clifford and Paul Davis; 29 grandchildren;
and 42 great-grandchildren. He was a
member of the Brethren in Christ Church.
Services were held in the Oak Park Brethren
in Christ Church by Rev. Verle Brubaker
and in the Bellevue Mausoleum Chapel,
Ontario, Ca., by Rev. Alvin C. Burkholder
and Rev. C. R. Heisey. Entombment was
in the Bellevue Mausoleum.
Embly: David C. Embly, born in Franklin Co., Pa., died April 23, 1980, at the age
of 36. He was the son of Mitchell and Edna
Swope Embly who survive. He is also survived by his wife, Darlene E. Miller Embly;
three children: Deborah, Diane, and Kevin;
two brothers; and one sister. The funeral
service was conducted in the Montgomery
Brethren in Christ Church by Rev. H.
Melvin Boose and Rev. John Hoffman.
Interment was in the Cedar Hill Cemetery.
Engle: Mary (Sollenberger), born September 5, 1892, died April 20, 1980. She is
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have trouble . . . dealing with real people after watching a few hours of television. I suppose it's because there was
no effort necessary while I was watching, and dealing with real people always
requires a bit of effort (The Plug-in
Drug by Marie Winn, Viking).
She's right, of course. Yet how easy
it is for parents to use the TV set as a
babysitter whenever they don't want to
be bothered by the kids.
It is the effect of television on family
life that should cause us the greatest
concern. For TV's primary danger
may not be so much the behavior it
produces as the behavior it replaces:
the talks, games, family outings, even
arguments, through which we become
a family unit. Children especially need
these activities in order to become loving, giving individuals.
Each of us must ask of our own
family situation how many family rituals have survived the television set.
Family rituals are important—they
are those regular, dependable happenings that help family members feel they
belong to a home. There are mealtime
rituals, going-to-bed rituals, holiday
rituals. Does the time spent watching
television allow any time for them?
As parents, we need to be reminded
by someone like Marie Winn that the
apparent kindness of allowing our
children to watch TV is often our way
of escaping their demands. She writes:
"The more direct forms of parental
love require time and patience, steady,

dependable, ungrudgingly given time
actually spent with a child, reading to
him, comforting him, playing, joking,
and working with him. Add to school,
Little League, and piano lessons the
hours spent watching TV, and a day
seems to offer just enough time for a
good-night kiss."
What is the answer to all this? Since
it is not the content of TV programs
that is the root problem but rather the
fact of watching TV, the only answer
seems to lie in a drastic reduction,
maybe even an elimination of time
spent with the tube. Families who have
taken this radical step report a dramatic increase in things like talking
with each other, eating meals together,
reading books, giving attention to the
interests of every family member.
Perhaps more of us need to experiment with the TV set by storing it in
the closet for a month, just to see what
happens. Or we may cut down watching time to an hour per day. Whatever
the decision, at least we will be consciously choosing, instead of just drifting along in old and often unhealthy
patterns.
And we just might discover that life
can be more abundant and satisfying
without any television. If we do, we
will be following Jesus' recommendation for drastic measures. "Every tree
that does not bear good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire."
That sounds like an extreme step.
But it may be the best answer of all.

survived by two sisters, Mrs. Lizzie Sollenberger and Mrs. Leah Bashore; one
brother, Samuel; two sisters-in-law, Mrs.
Hannah Sollenberger and Mrs. Mary Sollenberger; three step-children, Albert Engle,
David Engle, and Mrs. Harriet Mann.
Also surviving are eleven grandchildren,
thirty great-grandchildren and three greatgreat-grandchildren and many nieces and
nephews. She was preceded in death by her
husband, two brothers and one sister.
She was a member of the Messiah Village Brethren in Christ Church. Funeral
services were held at Messiah Village and
were conducted by the pastor, Rev. LeRoy
Walters. Services were also conducted at
the Fairview Church in Englewood, Ohio
by Rev. Henry Miller.

and younger sister also preceded her in
death. In active life she and her husband
were engaged in the pastoral ministry in
various pastorates. She is survived by four
sons, John R., Donald L., Charles A., and
David K.; two daughters, Mrs. Norma L.
Stutzman, and Mrs. Priscilla Hoffman;
three sisters, Mrs. Mary Stevens, Mrs.
Rhoda Seeburger, and Mrs. Cora Walters;
sixteen grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.
Funeral services were held at Messiah
College Chapel of which she was a member.
Rev. Joel E. Carlson and Rev. Arthur
Musser, a former pastor, officiated. Interment was in the Grantham Memorial
Cemetery.

Knoll: Edna Knoll, born April 8, 1893,
died Feb. 23, 1980. She was preceded in
death by Ward Knoll. She was a member
of the Dayton Brethren in Christ Church.
Rev. Henry Chafin officiated at the funeral
service. Interment was in Greenville, Ohio.
Minter: Mabel E., Messiah Village, born
Feb. 5, 1907, died April 10, 1980. She was
married to the late Rev. John L. Minter
who preceded her in death. An infant son

Tritle: Abbie J. Mellott Tritle, born
Feb. 12, 1899, died April 6, 1980. She was
the daughter of Bert and Glenna Mellott.
She was married to John Tritle who preceded her in death in 1977. She is survived
by four sons; a daughter; 15 grandchildren;
and 19 great-grandchildren. She was a
member of the Montgomery Brethren in
Christ Church where the funeral service
was conducted by Rev. Melvin Boose and
Rev. Roy Fahnestock. Interment was in
the Montgomery Cemetery.
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Editorial

And Now—Thank
In the providence of God, for a second time this writer
lays aside the editorial pen of the Evangelical Visitor. I
have here the last editorial written in 1967 when the
responsibility then came to the late John Zercher. With
certain reservations, I agreed to do an interim upon John's
passing last August, with no thoughts of the interim time
being eleven months.
I have no intent to re-emphasize what was written in the
1967 farewell editorial. That concluded two decades of
living, loving, working the ministry of the Evangelical
Visitor. Oh, the friends, the new acquaintances, the fellowship and the innumerable blessings that flooded our lives
(Mrs. Hostetter and I) during those years and following.
The contacts have reached north and south, east and west,
encircling the world to our missions areas.
One regret: I hope that is the way to say it: there are two
areas of the B in C Church Brotherhood that we did not
visit in person; the churches in Canada's northwest and the
churches in Nicaragua. To compensate for the areas we
have not visited, I know, opportunities for fellowship with
all will be ours in eternity.
As one grows older, there is more time to review and
thank God for providences that have been virtually unlimited along life's way. Extended life does give opportunity to
have answers to certain concerns and observe fulfillment of
some anticipations. Also, certain fears and worries, of
oft-times have been nullified as months and years have
gone by. This does not mean that all life's imperfect plans
and practices have turned out well. But, in fact, time does
both heal and provide understanding.
Our track record of being on the move is certainly
limited compared to many who perchance will read this
column. Let me be bold enough to say, each move we have
made, has been in the interest of and working with our
Brotherhood. The fellowship, joy, and new acquaintances,
and varied experiences have been rich and satisfying. "We
thank God upon every remembrance of you."
Let me say 'thanks to God' for those who checked us by
the way. A tendency to be a bit iconoclastic may have been
a bit too abrasive at times. Probably more time is spent in
soul-searching as a result of checks by the way than in
moments of complaint. A file of letters to the editor: what
is the proper disposition to make of such confidences?
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God

This writing could be remiss if I left out a special "thank
you" for family support down through the years. Initially,
we were practically sell-supporting while sharing a Christian ministry. As was true of many of my brethren, we had
a business for livelihood while serving a congregation in
the ministry. Without the support of the family such a
ministry could not have been. In the course of a few years
in the early 60's, our family moved hither and yon, but have
been one in spirit in a very understanding way.
We started out as three in 1929. Winifred was a year old.
Norman and Kenneth joined our family unit. The Lord
graciously gave us three very suitable and Christian, helpful in-laws. Today, thank God, the Lord has given us a
family unit of twenty-two, including two lovely great
granddaughters.
This closing word: My "thanks to God" are deep and
sincere to the Publication Board. I first was a member of
the Board and then in 1947 became an employee. As editor,
my relationship with this administrative group has been on
a high level and very delightful. Numbers of men on the
Board have come and gone in the meantime. Today's
Board carries the Christian business acumen that has characterized it through the years.
I thank God for two close associates over the years;
Erwin Thomas and Clair Hoffman. My life and work has
been enriched by close relationship with these Christian
gentlemen. Erwin as manager of Evangel Press and publisher for our Brotherhood; and Clair as manager and
developer of Christian Light Bookstores, have both rendered very meaningful Christian service.
During this period of interim work as editor, I have
travelled little to Nappanee. The Watts Line of the telephone was the alternative. The cheery hello of Donna and
Phyllis made very pleasant conversations and discussions
that were very important in this interim ministry. Indeed,
thanks to God for all who work at Evangel Press, and the
extended staff of Christian Light Bookstores.
And now, I commend to God and the word of His grace,
and to our Brotherhood our brother in the Lord, Glen
Pierce, who assumes the Editorship at General Conference. The Lord's blessing to you, Glen!
J.N.H.
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Is the Enemy Tj
In Your Hous^M
Kenneth L. Gibble
It's 7:00 p.m., just after dinner. You
have an evening free for a change—no
appointments, no meetings, no trips to
the store. So you think to yourself: let's
see, how can I use this evening productively? You think of two or three things
you might do. But instead of getting
busy, you ask yourself: "I wonder
what's on TV?'
And the next thing you know, the 11
o'clock news is on. You get up and
groggily stumble off to bed, amazed to
find that you've wasted a whole evening in front of the tube. Were someone to ask you what programs you
watched, you most likely would have
trouble remembering. It's almost as
though you had been drugged for three
or four hours.
Without a doubt, television has had
a profound effect on all of us. The year
1950 is generally regarded as the time
when TV entered the home on a widespread scale. Many of us have grown
up in homes where the TV set has
always been there. Because it has been
a routinely accepted part of our lives,
we may not have given much thought
to its influence, good or bad, on us and
our children.
Recently, however, studies reported
in magazine articles and books have
been calling attention to some rather
frightening effects TV has had on us
all. Television, it is becoming clear, has
very subtly been manipulating us into
patterns of behavior of questionable
value, to say the least.
Television had a profound influence
in my life, even though I came from a
religious background that was rather
strict in some ways. Some of the sermons I heard while a boy included
condemnation of a new phenomenon
taking the country by storm—television. We were told that the TV set
was an instrument of the devil, to
watch it was to expose oneself to
worldly wickedness: vulgar language,

violence, women clad in scandalous
costumes.
As a youngster, I thought TV was a
wonderful invention. The warnings
from the pulpit/didn't have much effect
on me—at least not the desired effect.
Those descriptions of wickedness on
the TV screen made me all the more
eager to watch it. I was a little too
young to be much affected by scandalous costumes, but I did indeed thrill to
the shoot-'em-up, knock-'em-down
Westerns. The preachers were right;
there was wickedness pouring into our
living room. And I loved it!
Meanwhile, out there in the world,
the people who were hoping to build
the TV industry into something "really
big" (as Ed Sullivan used to say) were
not shy about the promises they made.
They stoutly claimed for their picturemaking machine the upgrading of
everyone's education. Think how wonderful it will be, they said, when even
the poorest families will be able to
learn about far-off places, to see great
drama performed, to hear the best
music—all at the flick of a switch. And
how grand it will be for children, they
said.
"Television will take over your
way of living and change your
children's habits, but this change
can be a wonderful improvement." (Henrietta Battle, "TV
and Your Child," Parents Magazine, November, 1949)
The tube also promised to do wonders for family life. It would bring the
family all together in the same room;
Sis on Mom's lap. Junior perched on
the arm of Dad's chair, the dog curled
up in cozy contentment.
Educators were convinced that TV
would revolutionize the learning process. I attended one of our state's
teachers' colleges in the early sixties.
Part of the required study for all us
would-be teachers consisted of creating a teaching unit to be televised and
viewed by our teacher and classmates.
It was assumed that before long we
would all be using TV sets to carry a
major part of the teaching load.
Looking back on all this rhapsodizing about the wonders of television,

we find, without too much surprise,
that we were sold a bill of goods. We
should have known better. How naive
we were to think that a product of
technology could do so much for the
common good. How foolish to suppose that a box of electronic signals
could ever replace the human relationship between teacher and student.
The glowing promises of the TV
hucksters have not been fulfilled. In
fact, just the opposite is true as we take
a look at some of the effects television
has on our way of life.
One effect has been a significant
drop-off in time spent reading. Recent
statistics reveal that many children are
graduating from high school with sixth
and seventh grade reading levels. And
there can be no doubt that children
read fewer books when television is
around. Not only has the time spent
reading decreased, but educators have
discovered that the quality of reading
has dropped off as well. Young people
have difficulty reading attentively, that
is, with the degree of involvement and
concentration required for full comprehension. Watching television, of
course, does not demand the attentiveness and concentration reading requires.
What about the promises that TV
would lead to greater appreciation of
good drama, music, and other art
forms? While the early days of TV
included serious dramatic programs as
well as opera, ballet, and symphonic
music, today's TV schedules only rarely
include such offerings. (The exception,
of course, is public television.) Commercial TV, what the vast majority of
viewers watch, is filled with brainless
game shows, soap operas, and violence.
Much has been written about the
violent content of TV programming.
And while watching violence on the
screen may not turn normal children
into rapists and murderers, surely the
several hundred killings a week beamed
into our homes is not doing them any
good.
Many parents, of course, insist that
their children watch only "good" proto page 14

