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Convulsions and Response
Causes of Urban Rebellion
THE CHURCH
TTTi

THE URBAN CRISIS

Participation with Africans
What Can Be Done?

EDITORIAL
The Scripture for Today
Hear the Words of the Prophet Isaiah
Hear the word of the Lord,
you rulers of Sodom!
Give ear to the teaching of our God,
you people of Gomorrah!
"What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices?
says the Lord;
I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams
and the fat of fed beasts;
I do not delight in the blood of bulls,
or of lambs, or of he-goats.
"When you come to appear before me,
who requires of you
this trampling of my courts?
Bring no more vain offerings;
incense is an abomination to me.
New moon and sabbath and the calling of assemblies—
I cannot endure iniquity and solemn assembly.
Your new moons and your appointed feasts
my soul hates;
they have become a burden to me,
I am weary of bearing them.
When you spread forth your hands,
I will hide my eyes from you;
even though you make many prayers,
I will not listen;
your hands are full of blood.
Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean;
remove the evil of your doings from before my eyes;
cease to do evil,
learn to do good;
seek justice,
correct oppression;
defend the fatherless,
plead for the widow.
Hear the Words of Our Lord
And he lifted up his eyes on his
disciples, and said:
"Blessed are you poor, for yours is
the kingdom of God.
"Blessed are you that hunger
now, for you shall be satisfied.
"But woe to you that are rich,
for you have received your consolation.
"Woe to you that are full now,
for you shall hunger.
"Woe to you that laugh now, for
you shall mourn and weep.
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Hear the Words of the Apostle
Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries
that are coming upon you. Your riches have rotted and
your garments are motheaten. Your gold and silver
have rusted, and their rust will be evidence against
you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have laid up
treasure for the last days. Behold, the wages of the
laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back
by fraud, cry out; and the cries of the harvesters have
reached the ears of the Lord of hosts.
Isaiah 1:10-17
Luke 6:20,21; 24,25
James 5:1-4
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the Zditai:

The events of the past week and indeed the past four
years have called forth a multitude of words by those attempting to answer " w h y ? " a n d to offer solutions. W e chose
not to a d d to the verbage but to devote the usual editorial
space to selected scripture portions which seemed to us
a p p r o p r i a t e to the occasion.
W e are cooperating w i t h the Mennonite Central Committee in devoting a significant share of this issue to the
Urban Crisis. Writers assigned by MCC prepared articles on
the subject a n d w e have selected a f e w for this issue.
(Continued on p a g e nine)
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Convulsions and Response
Carl L. Good

crises, and despair are eating away at the
Tthe heart
of the ghettos and inner cities of America and at
hearts of many Americans. How are we responding?
ROUBLES,

How should we respond?
The difficulties of the poor inner-city communities, the
slums, are an old problem. In recent years many of us have
become aware of the dilemma of the inner city and maybe
have even tried to help. But all our efforts seem to have
had no effect. Instead the problem is worse. Fear and hate
have taken hold of the minds and hearts of people everywhere—the rich and the poor, the white and the black.
About two weeks ago John Freed, pastor of the Fox
Street Church here in the city, and I stepped outside his
apartment into the hall of the large old building where
he lives (next door to the church). There lay a man flat
on his back. Another man stood over him, knife in hand,
threatening him if he moved. Behind them stood a bigger
man grasping a machete. Around them were gathered two
more men and four women. One woman was standing on
the stairs and shouting in Spanish at the top of her voice
at the man on the floor. As soon as the group saw John,
who is known to them as the minister, the man standing
over the man on the floor said to John, "What shall I do,
Father? I'll do whatever you say, Father."
Then the story came out that the fellow on the floorhad gone from house to house stealing welfare checks out
of people's mailboxes. He already had twenty in his pocket.
But at this house he got caught because these tenants
were ready for him.
John suggested that the police should be called. The
man agreed to hold the robber while John called the police.
But while John went to call, the men talked on in Spanish,
which I could not understand. After a bit they let the
robber get up and let him out the back door into the alley.
I protested but stood helplessly by. So by the time the
police had come, the thief was gone and the crowd had
dispersed.
I learned two things from this incident. First, the poor
rob the poor. In the desperation of the ghetto one poor
man steals from another poor man. This man pleaded that
he needed the money for his wife and children. But the
poor mothers from whom he stole went without anything
for themselves and their children.
Secondly, even though one man robbed another, they
stood together against the police and even the white
preacher. The police are considered the enemy of the people. The poor Puerto Ricans and Negroes consider the
policeman to be the agent of the rich or of the white man
who takes advantage of them. This is seen very clearly
when one moment a man has his fellow at knife point and
the next he is helping him away from the police.
It is no secret that poverty hounds the Negro. In the
slums more than one in three Negroes, are "sub employed"
The author is the pastor of a Mennonite Church in New York City.

June 17, 1968

—they want work but can't find it or have only a part-time
job. Twenty-nine per cent of all Negro families live in
substandard housing. Fifteen per cent have no hot water;
twenty-one per cent have no shower or bathtub. More than
forty per cent of the nation's 22 million Negroes are
officially classed as poor, meaning that they have incomes
below the sustenance level. Only one third of these are
receiving any kind of help.
The school children of the ghetto have fewer and older
books, less qualified teachers, and no incentive to study.
At home the plaster is falling off the walls, the hallways are dingy and dangerous and sometimes there is no"
heat.
In one apartment building that I know of there was
rarely any heat in the radiators before 8 o'clock in the
morning last winter. Many days there was no heat at all.
What can a cold tenant do? He has no stove of his own.
He must depend on the landlord for heat. Neither may he
touch the furnace; that's the landlord's property. All he can
do is stay in the cold and get angry.
As a way out of this despair many teenagers turn to
drugs. They get "high" to escape from the trap of their
misery. But drugs can only bring fleeting happiness and
soon end in worse difficulties—stealing, jail, illness, hospitals
and loss of family.
In many homes the typical family structure does not
exist. Either the homes are broken, or there never was a
husband.
Where is the church in this whole morass of confusion,
poverty and sin? At best it is touching only a small number of the people in the ghetto. At the worst, it is considered the enemy of the people, belonging to the rich
man, taking the money of the poor man and teaching him
to be satisfied with his poverty, to pray and sing and not
make any trouble for the white man by asking for his
rights.
This brings us to the most obvious part of the convulsions—the riots and the threat of more riots. Newark
and Detroit are still fresh on our minds. There was shooting. There were fires. The National Guard was called to
put down the violence of the Negro and other minority
groups. People were killed. Homes were destroyed. We
hear of Black Power everywhere. We are told of preparations for guerilla warfare. Some say that we are headed
for civil war. White racists speak of white power. New and
bigger riot-fighting equipment is being purchased by
police departments. Whites, even professing Christians,
are cheering the arrival of such equipment that will put
the black man in his place.
Many Negroes of the ghetto have lost all faith in the
promises of the white man. They have decided to stop
begging the white man for what they want. They are
going to fight white violence with black violence.
When we ask what causes these upheavals and riots,
we are told that the root of the problem is not poverty,
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nor black militancy. According to the report of the President's Riot Commission, "Among the complex causes the
most fundamental one is the racial attitude and behavior
of white Americans toward black Americans. White racism
is essentially responsible for the explosive mixture which
has been accumulating in our cities since World War II."
Although we should not oversimplify the conclusions
of such a report, neither may we ignore them. To white
America that professes to be Christian, the cynics will ask,
"Does Christian faith have nothing to do with love and
justice?"
We as Brethren in Christ and Mennonites may not excuse ourselves from this accusation. It is strange indeed
that we who in the past were persecuted, impoverished,
deprived, killed, hounded from one country to another and
considered to be the scum of the earth, but who are now
free, respected and prosperous, should now be so nearly
identified with those who suppress the poor and downtrodden. Whether or not we are actually guilty of racism
and prejudice, we are as white as any other "whitey" in
the eyes of the minority groups.
What then is our response to these convulsions?
Jesus said that the first and great commandment is,
"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your mind and with
all your strength. The second is this: You shall love your
neighbor as your self."
The imperative of the second great commandment is
important for us today. We should bathe deeply in the
instruction of this word from our Lord. In this very hour
when the seeds of hate and selfishness are being sown
everywhere, we must sow love.
It is one thing to love our neighbor when he is our
friend, but it is another matter to love him when he is our
enemy, or at least when he sees us as an enemy to his
health and success. Jesus' story of the good Samaritan may
be helpful to us today. The Samaritan loved and had compassion for a man who probably hated him for what he
represented. There is plenty of chance that our self-giving
acts of love will be misunderstood and hated—that we
will be hated for what we represent as a member of a
particular race. But this is no reason for the Christian to
return hate.
We have the responsibility and the opportunity to love
our neighbor as the Samaritan did. We will bind up the
wounds, pour in oil and wine, and set him on our own
beast, instruct the innkeeper, and pay the bill. But if our
acts of love are only paternalistic charities, we will be no
better than the robbers in that story.
This leads me to say that our love must be done in a
radical servanthood. In our approach to the ghettos of our
cities we must understand that we are the servants and
they are the leaders. This is true whether we are working
in community development or church development. In the
church this means that the people of the ghetto community
will become the Sunday school superintendents, the cabinet members and even the pastor while those who go there
to serve will be directed by the people of the community.
How do Christians become this kind of servant to other
Christians as well as to non-Christians? How can we cross
these difficult barriers of race, color, and culture? How
can we follow the second great command today?
I believe that one answer is fresh and creative Bible
study. Christians need to discover for themselves that they
are light and salt in a troubled world, that they are servants of mankind in this exciting but angiy world. The
young Christians in the churches of the inner city need

m

to discover this. In the same way the people of the churches in the country and suburbs must discover how to be salt
and light and servants in local school and community
meetings, in industry, in racial conflict, in all of life.
The priest and the Levite passed by on the other side.
They did not love^ their neighbor. One way for us to pass
by on the other side is to ignore the poor and underprivileged in our cities. We must overcome the temptation to avoid or even run from the problems of the ghettos
of our cities.
Today Brethren in Christ and Mennonites are going
to the cities. But are they going to the comfortable suburbs
or to the communities of need? John Howard Yoder, Mennonite theologian, has pointed out that when Jesus went
to the city He identified with the poor. When Christians
go to the city they begin climbing the social ladder.
I hope that this will not be true of us. We are needed
not only in the suburbs and nice residential communities,
but in the troubled and poor communities of the inner
cities. As we move off the farm and toward urban life, we
must hear God speak to us about the urgent need of the
poor, their need for decent opportunities in life and their
need for the Gospel, the good news of salvation.
How then can you who do not live in inner city
communities respond to God's call in this situation?
First, you can pray that God would bless the Christians who are living, serving, and witnessing in the ghettos.
Pray that God would fill them with His Spirit, that they
would continue to experience the power of God unto
salvation in their own lives, so that they may preach the
Gospel of Christ to the men and women who are lost in
the evil and sickness of the ghetto. We who live in the
inner city, those who have grown up in the ghetto and
those who have gone there to witness and serve, need
your prayers.
Secondly, the churches in the inner cities need your
resources, your offerings and your gifts.
In the third place, the Lord may call you to come to
live in the ghetto. He may want you to be a radical disciple
in the inner city. He may ask you to acquire the necessary
skills and training to be a lay missionary in the city.
The church in the city needs pastors and leaders. But
even more it needs laymen who are willing to learn the
ways of the city and to be servants in the communities and
congregations there.
Reprinted from Newsletter. Used by permission.

Participation with Africans
David W. Shenk
evaluates American urban tension with acTcolonial
curate expertise. He has confronted racism in the
regimes, and in the white governments of southern
HE AFRICAN

Africa. He tends to see Rhodesia, Vietnam, and the American ghettos as "normal" within a milieu of white racial
imperialism perpetuated by a dominating American
presence. He may shrug cynically, "What else can you
expect of white people?" Sometimes hatred erupts; sometimes there is pity for the white American who does not
comprehend brotherhood.
But whiteness is not the barrier to brotherhood; it is
the spirit within the man which builds the walls. Although
(Continued on page seven)
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The Causes of Urban Rebellion
Curtis E. Burrell, Jr.
HAT is THE CAUSE for the urban rebellions
W
God! The righteous and just judgment of the Almighty God who said to Pharaoh of ancient Egypt: "let

my people go" is behind these "riots." God knows that
the only way in which He can bring His people out of
bondage is by a "mighty hand and outstretched arm."
Black people must be released from the racist bondage
of white America so that they might serve their God, so
that they might discover themselves and their own beauty
and dignity. But, alas! Pharaoh still says, "You may go a
three days' journey . . . " This is white liberal tokenism
speaking. Through the mouths of the oppressed God is
saying, "There must be complete liberation, let them go!"
There are some necessary A, B, C's which white America ("born-again Christian" or not) must understand if it
honestly wants to arrive at an understanding of causes
for urban rebellion. The perspective of the so-called irresponsible black youth must be understood. There are
preconceived notions which must be destroyed; closed
minds must be opened; cultural values changed. In short,
white Christians must repent of their racism and heed the
praise which God has ordained from the mouths of "babes
and sucklings."
Let us then prepare for school as we enter the kindergarten of "causes for the urban rebellion."
A. America has never intended to set black people
free.
B. White America has used its power to keep black
people in either total or semi-slavery.
C. All black people have known this and have either
responded passively or in open rebellion.
D. The leadership of free, bold, black thinking must
be followed if America (black and white) is to survive.
These are four basic premises which we must believe
religiously and use as a standard for measuring all present
and future actions. Let us then go on to a more detailed
investigation of each of these elemental facts.
A. America Has Never Intended to Set Black People
Free.
Does anyone doubt this basic truth? Let him study
Negro history. The Constitution of the United States was
written for white people. Abraham Lincoln was a racist.
The 1954 Supreme Court decision to desegregate public
schools "with all deliberate speed" has been ignored. The
1963 Civil Rights bill along with the 1968 Open Occupancy
Laws are meaningless to the "hard core poor."
Black peoples were brought to this country for economical gain. They have been kept here for the same purpose.
Allowing them the same chances as the white man would
do harm to this economy. Why so? Because "free enterprise" must have a stratum of society on whom it can
depend to make its profits over production cost. This
stratum has been the black man, from the time of the
The writer was born in the Negro shims of St. Louis; attended
Hesston and Goshen Colleges and Goshen 'Biblical Seminary. At
present he serves as associate pastor of the Woodlawn Church,
Chicago.
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cotton fields to the time of the Northern ghetto. The
machine (Eli Whitney's Cotton Gin) increased the black
man's toil and misery, and the white man's purse; the
machine (automation) has presently served to take away
the black man's jobs which has increased his misery under
the paternalistic welfare system.
If then, black people were set free, America's economic
system would have to undergo some radical changes because there is no way for poor peoples, especially black,
to move into the "mainstream" of American life under the
present economical set-up. This is why we now have the
"Poor Peoples Campaign." The goals which it seeks: "a
guaranteed minimum income," is a vital requirement for
freedom. How does this reader feel about this campaign?
How does your neighbor or brother in the church feel
about it? Then, do you still doubt that America does not
intend to let these people go free?
What has just been described above is better known
as "institutionalized racism." If you need more evidence
that such a thing exists just think about this. The whole
phenomenon of the ghetto (colonized black people) has
been created and maintained by the economic system just
referred to. There would be no ghetto, with all its miseries,
if it were not for the profit motive and status quo keeping
of business (big and little), realtors, school systems, political structures, church members, welfare systems, and the
Crime Syndicate. All of these are white controlled.
Only a small percentage of the great amounts of money
made in the black communities is returned to those communities. White merchants take black people's money back
to their own white communities to beautify and keep the
Negro out. The U. S. Government gives great subsidies to
farmers, to big business, to colleges and to the white
suburbs. But hardly anything comes to the ghetto. When
it does come, it comes as a "token." And even then, many
"moral minded" people kick up a fuss about the government spending too much money on domestic programs.
The fact remains, white America has never intended
to let black people go free. Could the final recognition of
this fact help bring about the radical change which is
needed? Or, has the heart of Pharaoh and his children
been "hardened" beyond repentance? Is the possible economic loss incurred in genuine emancipation still too great
a price to pay?
B.

White America Has Used Its Power to Keep Black
People in Either Total or Semi-Slavery.
If there were no doubters on the first point, what
about the second one? Does anyone really believe that
this country "trusts in God"? Is there really any doubt
that this country has its faith in the gun and the dollar?
And that with the power of either or both, America forces
its will and values upon any deviate or would-be deviate?
With the power of the gun the black man was made
a slave and kept a slave. But, there came a time when
America made a choice between total slavery and total
emancipation. She settled for something in between.
"Emancipation" was semi-slavery, a "limbo." Limbo is on
the borders of Hell. And so, the black man became a
(Continued on page thirteen)
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KITCHEN
EVANGELISM
/. Andrew

Stoner

WHERE ARE OUR SIGHTS when it comes to seeing opportunities to establish our "right to be heard" in speaking of our Lord? Are we stuck in the slough of mundane
affairs?
And yet even the most routine chores can be exploited!
Lucille Graybill has caught the vision of opportunity in—
of all places—the kitchen.
This is how it happened.
About three years ago some of the Japanese neighbor
ladies came asking her to teach them how to prepare
American dishes. Some of the ladies had learned to know
her through English conversation classes. Some were just
curious. And others had started coming to church and
were interested in Bible study. Immediately she saw an
opportunity to combine Bible study and cooking instruction. She sent out letters of invitation and spoke the word
around.
Seven ladies came to the first meeting. Mr. Graybill
was the Bible teacher for the first meeting; but since it is
Japanese custom for men to have nothing at all to do with

were receiving along with the natural. Many are coming
to church services occasionally, if not regularly. One who
was a long time friend but seemingly impervious to the
Gospel asked to buy a Bible and song book. We praise
God for the way He is working among us.
About a year and a half ago a Hawaiian missionary
family, the Muratas, moved into our area. Mrs. Murata
soon became interested in the fujinkai or ladies meeting.
Being experienced in the language and an excellent Bible

The women like the cooking instruction—and having their
picture taken.

teacher, she was soon placed in charge of the Bible study.
Her help greatly relieved Lucille and has been a tremendous asset to the program.
Is it worth it?
Yes, it certainly is. Through this ministry many have
come in contact with the Gospel message. Many people
and families have been changed because of decisions for
Christ stemming directly from this contact. It is also
tremendous for building community relationships. Anywhere one goes in this community the people all know,
love, and respect Mrs. Graybill.
The group is now quite large. In February there were
25 ladies in the one meeting alone. There is a current
(Continued on page nine)
Some of the ladies, with song book and Bible, singing the songs
of the Christian faith.

a ladies meeting, it was decided that Lucille should thereafter take it herself. Language, especially for teaclrng a
Bible lesson, was difficult for her; but with help from
Japanese friends and from the Lord, she managed for
over a year. The class, meeting once a month, soon numbered over twenty; and it became necessary to divide it.
Responses varied from the gratifying to the disheartening. Some of the ladies became more and more interested
in the church and have now made decisions for Christ.
Some have brought their husbands and families also. One
lady, however, after about two or three months said she
had had her fill of religious talk and she left not to return.
Most of the ladies have grown more interested and have
invited more of their friends.
Within the last few months there has been a change in
their general attitude. In February, for the first time,
some came and thanked her for the spiritual food they
(6)

At one of the January meetings. Bible teacher, Mrs. Murata is
standing third from left.
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The Chicago Story
of ministry that has been carried
through the historic mission landmark at 6039
TSouthforward
Halsted has left a deep and lasting imprint upon
HE SEVENTY-FOUR YEABS

the work and ministry of the church. Many of us who are
conscious of this feel very keenly regarding the necessary
changes and can appreciate and understand the keen
interest of the church as a whole in what is taking place.
By letters from the Board for Missions office to pastors
and through the pages of the EVANGELICAL VISITOR
an effort has been made to keep the church informed as
to developments. We here update this information.
The radical changes in the community since the founding of the Mission in 1894 has called for a totally new
approach to a ministry in this area. Efforts were made to
effect this transition under Brethren in Christ leadership
and with Brethren in Christ personnel.
Time was not on our side. The urban unrest and the
increasing self-consciousness of the blacks made a ministry
by whites highly questionable, in fact nigh impossible.
This was doubly true in light of the relatively recent
change in a ministry from a white congregation to a black
constituency. The denomination's lack of experience with
this type of ministry compounded the problem.
The church does own a property which is commodious,
structurally sound, and strategically located. The damage
which occurred to doors and windows is being repaired.
The Board for Missions sought means whereby these
facilities could be used in an effective Christian ministry
and witness to the area. The result of this concern was
a contact with "Young Life." This was a fortunate contact
since this organization was seeking a base of operation
in South Chicago. A lease agreement is at present being
prepared leasing the Mission property to "Young Life" for
use in a Christian ministry to the residents of the area.
"Young Life" with headquarters in Colorado Springs,
Colorado, is an organization devoted to a ministry to youth
based upon evangelical concerns. The Board for Missions
believes that the purpose of "Young Life" is as ours—the
transformation of the individual through a conversion
to Jesus Christ.
"Young Life" recognizes that the "inner city" has a
social structure of its own. It is through this social and
community structure that they work. The program in Chicago will be by blacks for blacks. It will include a social,
educational, and economic ministry as well as spiritual.
The May-June issue of Faith at Work magazine devotes
an article to a similar program by "Young Life" in New
York City which may be of interest in view of the Chicago
development.
As of now there are no commitments for involvement
of Brethren in Christ finances or personnel in Chicago.
The furnishing of facilities through their lease to "Young
Life" may be small in view of the dire need. Yet it is
significant. This involvement should focus our attention
and prayers for this ministry.
As a denomination we would do well to remind ourselves on several points.
(1) The long and fruitful ministry of the Chicago
Mission has not been denied in the recent actions. The
Brethren in Christ are very much in Chicago.
(2) We need to recognize that the days in which we
live call for specialized ministries and special gifts. It is
wisdom to recognize both our gifts and our limitations.
(3) The Board for Missions is a,ware of the rapidly
changing world of missions both at home and abroad and
recognizes the need to provide ministries that are relevant.
June 17, 1968

The need of the inner city is surely one of the great mission
challenges of our time.
(4) The church's ultimate ability to fulfill her mission
will be determined by Christians who are sufficiently
concerned to prepare for the opportunities and sufficiently
dedicated to give themselves to a witness of God's redeeming love in these difficult days.

Participation
(Continued from page four)
the racial baggage carried by white Americans living in
Black Man's City is irritating; although the African suspects that the white man accepts "brotherhood" only when
there is no other alternative; although new walls seem to
emerge every day; yet when the white man really becomes
a brother, the African usually accepts him instantaneously
and completely.
Brotherhood involves participation. The American
brother feels with the African brother in a burning anguish
of soul, as our cities flame and our children fall dying in
our streets. Join with me in participation—in sitting together and listening together with Africans.
In a hotel:
Ours are the only white faces, but, with our dark
skinned host, conversation eddies gently.
"Robles is a good man."
"Who is Robles?"
"He is an American teacher who respects us. But some
Americans are not like Robles. When I was in the States,
I saw sad things sometimes. Once I went downtown to eat.
I found a good hotel, but they did not give me food."
Our host tries to smile, but his mouth only twists.
Then he continues, "I think I understand what is happening in America today."
In a bus:
"Are you Americans?"
"What do you think?"
"I think you are Russians because you know our language. But if you are Americans, we hate you. Americans
are racists."
On a ferry:
"White people think black people are rats to b e killed.
They send missionaries to help us accept poverty while
the white man becomes richer. I warn you, the white man's
religion is poison."
In a living room:
"I was the first in my family to become a Christian,
and so my father disowned me. Even in America I have
found suffering. I tried to worship in a strange church
one Sunday, but four ushers stepped up and said that
their church was for divine worship. I told them that was
why I had come. At that they took me by the arms and
legs and threw me down the steps. I find that most Christians have some of this spirit."
From a letter:
"The Holy Spirit has acted in a wonderful miracle way.
He has taken the hate out of my heart. Now we are
brothers."
My testimony:
In Africa we are finding that when the walls go down
a witness goes forth. Such witness is contagious because
the one who lives in us is far stronger than the antichrist
who is in the world.
The writer is a missionary to the Somali Republic, serving under
the Eastern Mennonite Board of Missions and Charities.
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Noel and Carol Falk. Souderton is their home congregation.

Jack and Marilyn Wolgemuth—Palmyra is their home congregation.

Twillingate,
Newfoundland

Kimpese
May 13, 1968

Greetings from Newfoundland! My wife, Carol, and
I are at present serving our second year of Voluntary
Service at Twillingate, Newfoundland. These two years
are being counted as my Alternate Military Service. I have
been assigned to the Twillingate Central High School
where I teach Biology, Science, and Physical Education.
Beside the regular teaching duties I have found myself
involved in the school yearbook, and in coaching the
volleyball and basketball teams.
When I decided to do my two years of alternate service,
I immediately wondered where I should serve. It was my
personal desire to give up the comforts of home, United
States, family, and friends, and give myself to some constructive form of work in another country. After
discussing the possibilities with friends and praying about
it, we felt I could best serve in Newfoundland.
In Newfoundland there is a very critical teacher
shortage, and some schools are closed and others drastically
overcrowded because of this lack of trained personnel.
Since I was qualified to teach and since there was this
great need, this is where we felt led to go.
There was another factor that had great bearing on the
decision. It was the fact there is a great need for leadership in the church. We felt that by assisting in some of
the church activities, a definite witness could be left with
the people. Also, all the schools are controlled by
various religious denominations and this affords many
opportunities, such as daily devotions, to present Christ
to the students.
This has proven to be a most rewarding type of service,
and possibly they are the most rewarding years I'll ever
spend. The rewards are not material but are of a far
more lasting nature. I think it is most important for us
to remember that no matter where we go we are always
messengers of Christ. Maybe no one will ever hear us
preach, but our lives will show Christ if we are living
the 'way we should.
Noel W. Falk

"Love your neighbor . . . " "If your enemy hunger, feed
him . . . " The love principle, which Christ so forcefully
presented by His teachings and by His life, was a new
standard of living introduced into the human family. I
believe every Christian is called to practice this love
principle if he makes any claim of belonging to Christ.
Meeting the needs of our neighbors is one way of doing
this. These needs may be of different natures—material,
educational, medical, social, or spiritual.
Brethren in Christ Missions and the Mennonite Central
Committee both provide many opportunities for expressing
Christ's love in a dynamic and meaningful fashion.
Bather than sitting passively by while the forces of evil
(which belong to no one nation exclusively) blow the
world apart, let's take advantage of these opportunities
and let the world see that Christ's love is the answer to
its problems, rather than bombs, molotov cocktails, and
napalm.
Because of my background of study in the health
sciences, we asked for assignment under MCC to some
type of medically related work. I was asked to teach
basic science subjects in a nursing school at Institut
Medical Evangelique, an interdenominational medical
center at Kimpese, Congo. Since French is the official
language in this country, we spent six months of language
study in Brussels, Belgium before coming here.
We are enjoying our work here very much. Naturally
there are some frustrations. Teaching in a foreign language
is difficult; for example, sometimes the right words and
verb tenses just won't come for explaining an experiment.
It is frustrating to see education being sought for reasons
of prestige rather than for reasons of service or maturity.
However, watching young Congolese learning the
mysteries of D.N.A. molecules, seeing our culture through
the eyes of another culture, and establishing friendships
with people from a totally different background, help
make the work very rewarding. The cross-national, crosscultural, and cross-racial nature of the fellowship of the
Church in Christ is the balm needed for a divided and
dividing world,
Jack Wolgemuth
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Esther Boyer
in the workshop were shrouded with secreTblackcy. There
were slim clues, such as hammering noises and
paint on the fingers of a five year old. But with
HE ACTIVITIES

Father's Day imminent the adults pretended not to notice.
At last it was finished, and what did it matter that it was
three days early. With uncontained excitement a small
boy put in his father's hands a bulky package, hastily but
tenderly wrapped with brown paper, generous amounts of
scotch tape and a beautiful red bow, left-over from Christmas. With matched excitement the daddy revealed a
masterpiece of childish skill and love. Six crude pieces of
wood had been nailed together in a modernistic, asymmetrical manner, forming a plaque two by four feet. Proud,
early-style letters, painted on the rustic wood said, YOU
ARE THE BEST DAD IN THE WORLD.
Happily, this had not been an assignment, but a genuine expression of feelings. It was a title the father had
earned. Christian parents in a modern world need to take
a second look at the role of the father in the home.
A recent conversation with a junior high counselor revealed this interesting bit of information. She said that
every problem child she was dealing with came from a
home with a poor father image. Some are broken homes,
some the father is a person to be feared, others are mother
dominated. While there are many factors involved in
producing a well adjusted person, this persistent pattern
can not be ignored.
Apparently a child deprived of the masculine influence
is an unfortunate child. Strengthening the marriage relationship is very vital when we see what a broken home
does to the child. A man need not be an ogre to be an
influential father, however. He simply needs to be seen
as a man, carrying out the masculine role. This is evidenced
in numerous ways. It is he who assumes the primary responsibility for providing for the family. He manages the
masculine work around the home. He*is allowed to be the
protector of the mother and children. Spiritual leadership
is his. The ideas and words of the important father carry
June 17, 1968

some weight in his home.
Much of the success of the father depends upon the
wife. Many women will have to release some of these areas
or the man can never achieve these goals. Most women are
naturally assertive and intuitive creatures. Usually this is
good, but when they use these qualities for trespassing
into the man's world, the consequences can be devastating.
Many women will be pleased and surprised to discover that
the world does not fall apart when her plans are not
followed. More of us need to give the children the opportunity of hearing what daddy has to say, or allow'ng
them to experience masculine discipline. If, on the other
hand, the mother does not carry her rightful share of disciplining and planning, the father is forced into too dominant a position. When the children know him primarily
as the man "wielding the big stick" the mother may be
lax in her responsibilities.
It appears that God had a purpose in establishing the
man as the head of the house. As so often happens when
we upset His order, chaos follows. Christian parents can
find comfort in committing their children to God if they
themselves have followed God's plan for their family.
That treasured plaque hangs today in the daddy's study.
The small boy is twice five years now, but every time he
sees it he is reminded that he is loved and accepted. It
serves to remind mother that she will be partly responsible if daddy ever falls from that pedestal. It constantly
tells the head of the house that he has much to live up to.

Kitchen Evangelism
(Continued from page six)
mailing list of over sixty and the list is growing all the
time. The Japanese ladies are assuming more and more
responsibility by helping with all the foot-work that needs
to be done.
Of this ministiy Mrs. Graybill says, "I cannot tell you
how much joy one receives when serving others in this
way. Having these meetings for the last three years has
brought much joy to my heart. Just lately I can see the
Gospel light coming through. Please keep praying."
We are grateful for the great benefits to the work here
in Tokyo, through the efforts and vision of Mrs. Graybill.
Pray that God would continue to use her for His glory. And
help us all to see how mundane chores can be transparent
with His Light and Grace!

From the Editor
(Continued from p a g e t w o )
W e do not expect that there w i l l be one hundred per
cent agreement on the part of the readership on w h a t is
said in these articles. Try to read, "Convulsions and Response" from the v i e w - p o i n t of a ghetto pastor a n d " A
Primer" from the viewpoint of a black born in a slum and
ministering in the ghetto.
It is a bit ironical that in this issue on the Urban Crisis w e
should devote an article to the transition at the Chicago
Mission. This article should be read to the final w o r d .
The next issue w i l l be delayed a f e w days to permit us
to include the Conference Sermon which I am sure you w i l l
understand should not be read by the readers of the
VISITOR before it is presented to the Conference.
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Since Furloughs
are
Necessary

The accompanying picture demonstrates the wide range
of vocational interests of these dedicated Christian laymen: Front row, left, is a housewife and mother; center is
the wife of a deceased pastor who will carry the main
teaching ministry; the third lady is a schoolteacher in
charge of our Sunday school. Standing, on the left, is a
second year ministerial student; center man is a banker;
and the girl on the right is Miss Matsuura from our Hagi
church, living temporarily in Tokyo and working in the
office of a Bible school.
The Marlin Zook family will be living here in our
Tokyo mission house, doing full time language study and
also follow-up of our rural folk who have moved to Tokyo
in recent years. Marlin will be asked to preach probably

John W. Graybill

are many and varied but perhaps
Fof leadership
the most difficult is that of preparing for the change
that must take place when the missionary
URLOUGH PEEPAEATIONS

goes home for furlough. If another foreign missionary
replaces him, this solves some problems but often creates
others. How wonderful it would be if furloughs were not
necessary . . . !
Here in Tokyo we have been meeting as a unified
group on Sunday mornings for worship and for Sunday
school for almost four years. The evening meetings all are
held in ten or eleven different homes—of believers and
non-believers—in this western Tokyo area.
Being blessed with national leadership and with a few
mature local Christians who have come in to worship and
work with us, we felt it both unnecessary and short-sighted
to have a foreign missionary replacement during our six
months' furlough.
We presented the matter to our group and they accepted the challenge. Last month we had our first selection of church leaders to serve for a one-year term, or
longer. None of them are "professional preachers"; they
are laymen who will carry the responsibility of church
leadership.

Members of the church in Japan referred to in the accompanying
article.

once a month and to drive the mission car to some of the
cell meetings; but the main work and thrust of evangelism
will be completely controlled by the national church.
We are eternally grateful to God for aggressive national
leadership. They have already met and organized the work
of the church, dividing the responsibility among 26 different people of our group.

The Marlin Zook family now enroute to Japan for their second term
of service.
The John W. Graybill family—due to arrive in Los Angeles, June
18 and in Harrisburg, June 27, for a six months' furlough.
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THE CHURCH AND THE URBAN CRISIS

These two articles were prepared in response to the
request by MCC. The Mission Board kindly allowed
the editor to use this space for their inclusion. The
contents do not necessarily reflect Mission Board
policy.

What Can Be Done?
Paul D. Hill

Jerry Zook

of time man has been struggling for
Fclubsa place
in society. Primitive man sought this with
and stones; while centuries following the more

ow CAN WE, as responsible Anabaptist congregations
H
effect a change in the urban crisis? What can we do
as Christian individuals to ease current racial stress?

ROM THE BEGINNING

modern man located himself through theorizing his position.
Today we find ourselves the product of primitive and
more modern man; as hostile peoples strive to find their
"rights" in a world of social and financial imbalance.
I am not able to give a definitive or conclusive solution to
the situation. However, viewing the urban crisis from our
vantage point, we are made keenly aware that we as "the
Church" have lost many opportunities in total involvement
as it relates to the Negro-white community.
It has been observed by many congregations, that to
have a complete mixture of color and races brings about
a better spirit of cooperation. These churches of course, are
fully aware of the different appetites and modes of worship
and must continually seek to find the spiritual fervor
coupled with emotional release or a quiet worshipful
response.
New York City is made up of many communities. It is
conceivable that one area could be having extreme violence
and other neighboring communities would not be aware
of the conflict until later. I will illustrate this.
There was a riot in Negro Harlem that received national publicity. Approximately 5,000 people were involved
in the strife and four people were killed. This means that
five-one hundredth of one per cent were involved in the
rioting. I do not wish to imply that riots are a small thing.
However, this does point out that it is small percentage
of the people that act in violence.
It seems evident that demonism and satan worship has
replaced godliness and morality, thus leaving many people
without fundamental beliefs and spiritual strength.
We are called upon to be ministers of reconciliation
even to those who would be hostile. Ours is a positive
gospel with a dynamic power that can completely change
the life of the vilest sinner, or the elite but sinful moralist.
We live in a day of unexcelled opportunity for witness
to the soul-saving, life-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ.
We who believe that it is not scriptural to use violence
even in the face of imminent danger, have the glorious recourse to the most powerful "weapon" placed at the disposal of any person—PRAYER. To the God-fearing individual who will dare to take Him at His word and simply
trust Him not only for personal keeping but for the
stemming of the tide of iniquity, God will vindicate His
word with definite answers and miraculous deliverances
as in Daniel 6:22 and Luke 2:29-30 and Acts 4:29-30. This
can only be done as we unitedly join together in prayer
and in faith believing that He will alter circumstances
to bring about His perfect will.
God in speaking to His people in Ezekiel 22:30 said,
"I sought for a man among them, that should make up
the hedge, and stand in the gap before me for the l a n d but I found none." God grant that we will respond to this
urgent call.
June 17, 1968

Ideally, "Christian Presence" could be established on
every city block, in apartments and highrise buildings,
and in the "market places." Evangelical churchmen could
provide the industrial chaplains, highrise apartment pastors, and indigenous religious lay organizations so desperately needed in the city. But laymen's services are necessary now for the coordination of programs which could
help to meet the physical needs of the dispossessed in our
cities.
Laymen could enter into the larger' concerns of open
housing. A Pax-type program could be implemented where
government-financed housing could be provided for low
income families. Some of the construction labor provided
by Mennonites and Brethren in Christ in alternate service
could work with and provide "on-the-job" training for
jobless workers.
On a more massive scale, job referral services and
specialized training programs could swing the focus of
evangelistic efforts to on-the-job living demonstrations of
faith.
Teenagers trapped in the confines of the ghetto would
appreciate an occasional escape from the asphalt jungle.
Weekend visits to rural Brethren in Christ communities
could be a profound source of Christian influence.
When your sons and daughters finish college, do not
wish for them a comfortable suburban nest. Rather encourage them to go to the areas of our cities where need
is the greatest and there contribute their skills and abilities
to meeting the needs of the dispossessed of our society.
You may be asking where and how you help to meet
these needs? David Moberg's Inasmuch, a timely discussion of Christian social responsibility, lists the following
opportunities for ministry.
1. Care skills: Mothers could often work to provide
sorely needed income if baby sitting services could be set
up in church nurseries and day-care centers.
2. Clerical skills: Even store-front community-organizations could use volunteer typists, and mimeographers.
3. Handicrafts: Teaching boys carpentry and painting.
4. Homemaking skills: Teaching mothers home economics; organizing a ladies sewing club; shopping for the
home-bound.
5. Leadership skills: Attending civic meetings to
identify worthwhile causes; planning fund drives for community projects. Conducting a job referral service; supervising cultural trips to museums, art institutes; working
with tenants of slumhousing for improvements.
6. Mechanical skills: Teaching mechanical and technical skills which will qualify persons for employment.
7. Physical skills: Hospital work; organizing community clean-ups and monthly paper drives.
(Continued on page twelve)
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and when thou walkest by the way and when thou liest
down, and when thou risest up." (Deuteronomy 6:7).

Pastor and Pew
JUNE is the month for weddings, for the bursting out of
summer in all its glory, and for special days it is the month for
"Father's Day." Naturally w e cannot note all of the special days
as they come month by month with something pertinent in the
Pastor and Pew page. But once in a while a significant item comes
to hand that speaks with particular reference to both the pastor
and the pew. Two such items have come to the attention of the
page editor recently and we share them with our readers. These
two items stand in context to each other, as our older brethren
used to put so excellently—they speak to the negative and the
positive of the challenge facing us on father's day.
The first item is a Parable from The Australian

Evangel

entitled

T h e Prodigal Father
A certain man had two sons, and the younger of them
said to his father, "Father, give me the portion of thy
time, and thy attention, and thy companionship, and thy
counsel and guidance which falleth to me."
And he divided unto him his living in that he paid his
boy's bills, and sent him to a select preparatory school, and
to college, and tried to believe he was doing his full duty
to his son.
And not many days after, the father gathered all his
interest and aspirations and ambitions and took his journey
into a far country, into a land of stocks and bonds and
securities and all other things which do not interest a boy,
and there he wasted his precious opportunity of being
a chum to his son.
And when he had spent the very best of his life and
had gained money but had failed to find any satisfaction,
there arose a mighty famine in his heart, and he began
to be in want of sympathy and real companionship.
And he went and joined himself to one of the clubs of
that country, and they elected him chairman of the house
committee and president of the club and sent him to the
legislature. And he fain would have satisfied himself with
the husks that other men did eat, and no man gave him any
real friendship.
But when he came to himself, he said: "How many
men of my acquaintance have boys whom they understand
and who understand them, who talk about their boys and
associate with their boys and seem happy in the comradeship of their sons, and I perish here with heart hunger?
I will arise and go to my son and will say unto him: 'Son,
I have sinned against heaven and in thy sight, and am no
more worthy to be called thy father. Make me as one of
thy acquaintances.'"
And he arose and came to his son; but while he was
yet afar off, his son saw him and was moved with astonishment; but instead of running and falling on his neck, he
drew back and was ill at ease.
And the father said unto him, "Son, I have sinned
against heaven and in thy sight. I have not been a father
to thee and am no more worthy to be called thy father.
Forgive me now, and let me be thy chum."
But the son said, "Not so, for it is too late. There was
a time when I wanted the companionship and advice and
counsel, but you were too busy. I got the information and
the companionship, but I got the wrong kind. And now,
alas, I am wrecked in soul and body. It is too late—too late
—too late!"
These are the words which God gave to fathers concerning His law and words:
"Thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children,
and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house,
(12)

In sharp contrast to this and with a special word to preachers
or pastors is an editorial in the January 3 1 , 1968 issue of The
Wesleyan Methodist by Editor George E. Failing entitled

Preachers Must Be Fathers
A son has only one father just as a building has only
one cornerstone.
But a father may be a father in more than one sense.
His sons and daughters in the flesh are his children, but
if he is a godly father he may also have children in Christ
and thus become a father twice.
Paul spoke of the Corinthian Christians as his children.
"You may have ten thousand teachers in the Christian faith,
but you cannot have many fathers! In Jesus Christ I am
your father through the gospel" (I Cor. 4:15, Phillips).
Peter and Apollos, with others, had instructed them, but
they had been converted under Paul's ministry.
Both preaching and praying were included in evangelism, according to Paul. Preaching was more than an
exercise in elevating emotion or in stimulating thought.
To Paul, preaching was an opportunity to capture human
wills for Jesus. If Paul preached in the Spirit, why should
not men be converted in the Spirit?
Evangelism also included praying, a kind of praying
that Paul likened to the pains of childbirth. "Oh my dear
children, I feel the pangs of childbirth all over again till
Christ be formed within you" (Gal. 4:19, Phillips). Such
preaching and praying always results in newborn Christians.
B. T. Roberts, founder and first bishop of The Free
Methodist Church, testified: "We can say, to the praise of
God's grace, that we never labored for any length of time
in any place without a revival. This is not owing to our
abilities as a preacher. It does not require great preaching
talents to lead souls to the cross. A minister has no right
to fail. He may have a revival if he will."
Christian preachers and teachers must get the vision
of becoming fathers in the gospel. They must see the unsaved, all of them, as potential children of God. They must
pray and preach and visit until Christ be formed in some
of them.
In glory Jesus will stand before the Father and declare, "Behold I and the children which God has given
me" (Heb. 2:13). What greater joy could come to any
Christian than to bring his children (in the Lord) to
heaven with him? This is one circle that need not be
broken.
George E. Failing. Reprinted from The Wesleyan

Methodist

What Can Be Done?
(Continued from page eleven)
8. Participation skills: Promoting better education in
underprivileged inter-racial neighborhoods.
9. Public relation: Encouraging civic responsibility;
speaking in local churches about the Christian and civil
rights; sponsoring weekend conferences promoting interracial understanding.
10. Social skills: Welcoming Negro families into your
community and helping them to become accepted.
Where is the distinctiveness of our proclamation—The
Good News? It is not only a direct evangelistic appeal to
man's spiritual need, but in the sense that all of the Christian's life and action is a witness to the Gospel.
Evangelical
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A Primer
(Continued from page five)
"marginal man," existing on the border of white society,
at the edge of Hell, in the ghetto, colonized. Thus, the
black man was made a thing, defenseless to the whims of
white profiteers, entrepreneurs, pirates, "business men."
To expose or oppose this crime would surely bring
military retribution. As has been true of every imperialistic
power against any colonized people. Any solution to "the
problem" which would run counter to the interest of
white business is suppressed. "Uncle Sam" is always there
to give token help, quasi-freedom but no real release from
limbo. The greatness of the white man's power is constantly paraded before the colonized in similar way as this
is done on the foreign scene. Psychologically this is done
by telling black people that they are only 10 per cent
of the population (of course, this is not true. Black people
are closer to 35 million, rather than the propagandized 20
million. Moreover, in the context of world population, the
white man is the minority.). This psychological warfare
goes on to point out that Negro rebels are only a small
minority of that 10 per cent. "You are only a minority in
a minority." And besides, you are weakness; we have the
gun." (There is presently an attempt to collect all of the
guns in the ghetto while simultaneously there is a proliferation of guns in the white communities.)
How is the power of the gun exhibited against black
people? In the South the deterring forces are the Ku Klux
Klan, the sheriff and his deputies, and the National Guard.
In the North the forces are the police, and in more recent
times, also the National Guard and the Army. There are
also the new phenomena of the armed white housewife
and other rightist and Fascist groups.
There is a motto written on the marked cars of the
Chicago police: "We serve to protect." The crucial question is "who?"
All this goes to show that there is now visibly white
militaristic power to "deter aggression" domestically. "Aggression" is any move that would seek genuine equality or
democracy for poor black people.
There is also white economic power, in addition to the
military power, used to deter aggressive freedom seekers.
Those who would be vocal are threatened with the loss of
a job, a promotion, loss of property, etc.
Thus, at home and abroad, America has no limits on
the money it will spend to keep the military strong. This
military and economic power to coerce has produced a
whole demonic ethic: "might makes right," "the survival
of the fittest." For, how else do you explain the glaring
contradiction when the U. S. Government makes the black
soldier almost 40 per cent of the fighting force sent to
inflict havoc and violence upon the people in the streets
of North and South Vietnam. And, yet, denounces the use
of violence in the streets of U. S. cities?
The words of the late Malcom X Shabbazz are true:
"If it's wrong to use violence in America, it's wrong to use
it in Vietnam. But, if it's right in Vietnam, it's right in
America." Of course, the words of the late Dr. King are
more Christian, "Violence is wrong." However, the judgments of God says: "you reap what you sow." And, in this
country, "violence is as American as cherry pie," says H.
Rap Brown. Thus, black people who use violence are
simply carrying out one of the great American traditions.
Such a tradition "won the West" of which portions were
allotted to immigrating Mennonites arnd Brethren in Christ.
The contradiction which calls black people to be violent abroad and passive at home—when home is traditionalJune 17, 1968

ly violent—does, have an explanation. The use of violence at
home is wrong, basically because "you can't win." The
white man has the power, the dollar and the gun. "Negro
rebels are a minority within a minority." Therefore, "you
will take what we will give you and move at the pace we
allow or you will be tagged as an 'aggressor' and 'deterred.' "
All Black People Have Known of the White Power
Morality.
Every black urban person knows that he owns nothing
and can do nothing if he is not consistent with the wishes
of the white power structure. He knows that he has to
have the blessing of the white man if he is to succeed in
living above the poverty level. The dollar is the white
man's; the gun is the white man's; the courts belong to
the white man; the food supply belongs to the white man;
the mass news media belongs to the white man; the hospitals and schools belong to the white man; even the air
and water belong to the white man, he can poison it or
purify it if he wishes.
Therefore, morality is determined by that which pleases
or displeases the white man because he has the power
over the black man. In the light of this fact, certain
"Negro leaders" denounced the late Dr. King because it
was contrary to the interest of the white power structure
and thus "hurt the Negro cause." And what is that "Negro
cause"? The "Negro Cause" is that "tokenism" given to
those "good niggers" who are convinced of white invincibility and who have been effectively oriented in the greatness of U. S. military might and black impotence. The
"Negro Cause" is that "progress" which is open to the
Negro exception.
The aspirations of the poor black masses are sacrificed,
yes, ignored, for the sake of the progress "of the few."
These are the Negroes who have made it. When they cry
"you are hurting our cause," they really mean "you are
hurting me." They assume that their personal success wJl
have some sort of vicarious value to the many black people on the bottom. The fact is "the food Ralph Bunche
eats don't help me," as says a poor black brother. However,
these "vicarious niggers" are always being held up in an
exemplary manner. They become the nigger in the window
to show Negro progress.
Part of the cause for the rebellion is this status gap
which has a counterpart in a black generation gap. Many
black youth blame their parents for their conditions as
much as they blame the white man. They blame their
parents for being stupid enough to have taken this stuff
passively for so long. They place no confidence in the
older people "to bring any solution to their problems. They
are not effected by this "exemplary nigger in the window"
stuff, as their parents are, because more than likely they
are high school drop-outs. Neither are these youths controlled by older people, because they are not respected.
Nor, are they shaken by the mighty white invincibility,
for they believe that they themselves are "mightier."
Black people in America have a much higher percentage of people under 25 than white people. Many of
these are among the "hard core unemployed" and the
high school drop-out. They are not touched by civil rights
legislation. They are militant Americans.
Another segment of black youth are the college students. They have re-defined the meaning of progress and
have re-directed the goals of the Negro cause. They—and
not the white society—have done this. They are caught
up in the new Black Nationalism. One hears their rumblings from the campuses across the nation. Like the
drop-outs, they are not seeking white sanction upon their
C.
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thoughts and actions. They act and think without referring to the white man's consent. Their alternatives are
liberty or death. They have declared themselves "free at
last" and seek to remove all contradictions by any means
necessary. The young blacks are no longer bound by the
laws and morals of America.
D.

Bold Black Leadership Must Be Followed If America
Is Finally to Become America.
Senator Fred Harris of Oklahoma stated in a recent
Chicago speech "Racism is the number one mental illness
in America." The President's Advisory Commission on
Urban Disorder (of which Senator Harris was a member)
also states, "White racism is at the heart of the problems."
This being the case (which black people have been
saying all along and is only now legitimized) can we assume that healing can be brought by those who themselves
are afflicted by this malady? Can those who have always
been the beneficiaries of this racist system bring the competence, zeal and objective analysis which is needed? Of
course not. But, rather, those who have never been in
the "mainstream" of this poison have the better qualifications to lead the Exodus.
Black leadership is more likely to be aware of the

A. B. C's of the problem than white leadership. Only those
who have been tried in the fires of social oppression, who
have been baptized in the passion for justice, who have
been face to face with the skeletons in America's closets,
can know and carry the gospel of freedom. Satan cannot
cast out Satan.
America—black and white—needs black power. Absolute white power has just about corrupted absolutely. A
reversal in human and cultural values, in national and
international priorities, in international relations, will not
come through white and/or white oriented leadership.
White America is morally bankrupt. It can't reform itself.
There is a reservoir of leadership among the "untouchables." A remnant has been saved from the racist poison of
American presupposition and values. All have not bowed
the knee to Baal.
What is behind the urban unrest? The refusal to recognize the A. B. C's of the matter. The blood of your brothers
is crying out from the ground, "Correct it, repent it, make
the crooked straight." That other America, that separated
America, the restless ones have long been aware of the
cause for the problem. After America has been sorely
smitten by all types of racial plagues, she may then wake
up and let the Negro peoples free.

CHURCH NEWS

ice. Teenagers from New York City Mission
joined the Christ's Crusaders in the Youth
Hour.

ALLEGHENY CONFERENCE
Pastor Virgil Books and his family recently
moved into the new parsonage of the Fairview Avenue congregation, Waynesboro, Pa.
Cradle Roll Sunday was observed at
Waynesboro on May 5, and the following
Sunday a service of child dedication was
held. Eight babies were presented to the
Lord by their parents. Other activities during
the month of May included a mother-daughter
banquet, sponsored by the WMPC, which
was attended by one hundred and two persons. Mrs. Earl Musser was guest speaker,
and her three daughters sang. A study group
concluded
the Teacher Training
course,
"Teach With Confidence," taught by Mrs.
Harold Zercher. The Men's Fellowship held
their meeting on May 18.

ATLANTIC CONFERENCE
Elmer Books, Cleona, Pa., spoke to the men
of the Tremont congregation, Pa., about his
experiences in helping with renovation of the
Life Line Mission. In a mother-daughter fellowship, Mrs. Larry Steffee spoke of her
experiences in a day care center for children.
The youth of the Tremont congregation presented an Easter pageant and a program
honoring mothers on Mother's Day. Some of
the musical groups who have participated in
the Saturday night musicals and hymn sings
are the Calvary Chords, the Minutemen
quartet, the Free Grace Youth Chorus and a
chorus from Big Dam Church of the Brethren.
Joining Pastor Rissinger in the ministry at
the Annual Love Feast services were Rev.
Martin Landis and Rev. Larry Steffee. Miss
Ruth Hunt and Mr. and Mrs. Richard Witmer
were also recent speakers.
Donald Fisher is the newly elected deacon
at Tremont.

Fourteen members of South Mountain
Chapel received certificates from
Pastor
Thomas Bouch, upon completion of the
course, "Evangelism in Your Local Church."
Rev. Albert Engle was teacher. The certificates were awarded at a banquet for Sunday
school staff and officers, May 18. Rev. Wilbur
Sites was guest speaker.
Hubert L. Stern was ordained to the Christian ministry, Sunday morning June 9, in the
Spring Hope church, which he serves as pastor. Assisting Bishop Henry Ginder were Rev.
Eli Hostetler, Jr., Rev. Paul Hostetler, Rev.
Graybill Brubaker, and Rev. David McBeth.
Dedication of the parsonage of the Spring
Hope congregation, Pa., took place Sunday
afternoon, June 9. Congregation a n d guests
were invited to tea in the parsonage at the
conclusion of dedication. Activities of the day
were concluded with an evening program by
the Ambassador's Quartet of Messiah College.
A trip to places of interest to Brethren in
Christ members was sponsored by the Mt.
Rock congregation, Saturday, June 1.
Youth Sunday was observed by the
Grantham congregation, Pa., May 26. The
Camrjus Christian Fellowship were joined by
Rev. John Guest from Oxford, England, and
Chuck Hess from Taylor University. These
men had charge of the evening worship serv-
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Six children were dedicated to the Lord on
Cradle Roll Day of the Shenk's Union congregation, Pa.
The senior choir of ths Souderton congregation, Pa., has made tapes for Trans World
Radio and the Gospel Tide Hour. These were
dedicated in an appropriate service, Sunday
evening, May 5.
Miss Irene Bishop gave an illustrated talk
at Souderton about her experiences in many
years of service with MCC.
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Landis have shared
with several congregations concerns resulting
from their ministry in Chicago. They spoke in
the Sunday evening worship of the Palmyra
congregation and in the mid-week service of
the Conoy congregation.
CANADIAN CONFERENCE
Bishop Roy Sider reports in the Canadata
that nine churches in the Canadian conference
reported substantial increases in attendance
the first quarter of 1968, when comparing
them with the previous quarter or with the
previous year.
Bishop Sider also reports that Douglas Sider,
ministerial student at Emmanuel Bible College,

will serve as interim
congregation, Ontario,
Rev. Wayne Schiedel
congregation, Ontario,
a teaching position at

pastor of the Welland
during July and August.
will serve the Rosebank
for one year, along with
New Hamburg.

CENTRAL CONFERENCE
The Nappanee congregation, Indiana, fellowshipped in a carry-in dinner, May 26, in
honor of members who are leaving to become
involved in Christian service activities: Pastor
and Mrs. Norman Bert to Africa, Rev. and
Mrs. Marlin Zook and son to Japan, Dr. and
Mrs. Donald Minter and family to Navajo
Hospital.
Dr. D. Ray Heisey, faculty member of
Kent State University, led the Chestnut Grove
congregation, Ohio, in an informal evening
fellowship discussion concerning ways of
meeting obligations in race relations. He was
joined by two Ashland College students, men
from a Negro fraternity who live in the nearby Akron and Cleveland area.
The youth of the Sippo Valley congregation,
Ohio, had as their guest speaker, John Hostetler, who gave an illustrated talk about his
work with Wycliffe Translators. They were
joined by youth of the Pleasant View church
for this service. The following Sunday the
Christ's Crusaders conducted a chapel service
at the Shady Lawn Nursing Home.
The Junior and Senior Youth of Knifley
Chapel, Kentucky, planned a trip to Mammoth Cave early in June.
Rev. Frank Eckenroth, associate minister of
the Dayton Christian Tabernacle, was guest
speaker for the Fairview congregation, Ohio,
in the absence of Pastor Ralph Palmer, May
26.
PACIFIC CONFERENCE
Western Christian High School Choir with
Bill Mays and the Co-Eds presented a program of music and inspiration in the Upland
church, Calif., May 12.

BONTBAGER—Richard Devon, born May 17,
1968, to Mr. and Mrs. Devon Bontrager,
Union Grove congregation, Indiana.

Evangelical

Visitor

GROFF—Steven Lyn, born March 28, 1968,
to Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Groff, Pequea congregation, Pa.
IMBODEX — Elizabeth Marie, born May 8,
1968, to Mr. and Mrs. John Imboden,
Grantham congregation, Pa.
KiBLER-Chad Wesby, born May 15, 1968,
to Rev. and Mrs. George Kibler, Choma,
Zambia; members of Manor congregation, Pa.
MILLER—Patricia Lynn, born May 29, 1968,
to Mr. and Mrs. Harold Miller, Montoursville
congregation, Pa.
NEFF-Lisa Jo, b o m May 2 3 , 1968, to Mr.
and Mrs. Carl Neff, Cross Roads congregation,
Pennsylvania.
Nix—Herbert William Eugene, born April
9, 1968, to Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Nix, Mt.
Pleasant congregation, Pa.
SLAYMAKER—Dena Joy, born May 11, 1968,

to Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Slaymaker, Jr., Refton
congregation, Pa.
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DUKEMAN-TROUT—Miss Sylvia Mae Trout,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Enos Trout, Mt. Joy,
Pennsylvania, became the bride of Mr. Clyde
Dukeman, May 26, 1968, in the Cross Roads
Brethren in Christ Church. Pastor B. E.
Thuma officiated.
DULL-BROWN — Miss Dixie Lee Brown,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harry W . Brown,
Rouzerville, Pennsylvania, became the bride
of Mr. Alan Wayne Dull, Waynesboro, Pennsylvania, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hammond, in the Waynesboro Brethren in Christ
Church. Pastor Virgil N. Books officiated.
GRAYBILL-HALLMAN—Miss Marilyn J. Hallman, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Claude Hallman, Hershey, Pennsylvania, and 2nd Lt.
Donald J. Graybill, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Franklin Graybill, Hershey, were united in
marriage April 6, 1968, by Rev. John Fries.
MUMMAU-KREIDER — Miss Jean Kreider,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Caleb Kreider, Manheim, Penna., became the bride of Mr. Clair
Mummau, son of Mr. and Mrs. Owen Mummau, Mt. Joy, Pennsylvania, March 23, 1968.
The ceremony was performed in the Manheim Church of the Brethren by the bride's
father, Rev. Caleb Kreider.
SANGERY-HARNISH — Miss Faye Hamish,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence M. Harnish, Willow Street, Pennsylvania, and Mr. John
D. Sangery, son of Mr. and Mrs. Davis Sangery, were united in marriage March 30,
1968, in the West Willow EUB church by
Rev. Arthur Musser, assisted b y Rev. Cyrus

G. Lutz.
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BowERS-Mrs. Martha Haldeman Bowers
was born near Morrill, Kansas, February 12,
1881, and passed away peacefully in her sleep
following a lengthy illness, May 26, 1968, in
Upland, California. At about fourteen years of
age she was converted and united with t h e
Brethren in Christ Church at Morrill, and
later was an active member of the Rosebank
and Upland congregations.
She was married to Joseph Emery Bowers
in 1899; he preceded her in death in 1929.
She moved to California in 1938. Two daughters predeceased her.

June 17, 1968

She is survived b y three daughters: Mrs.
Ruth Wingerd, Mrs. Grace Brownie, a n d Miss
Miriam Bowers; and one son: Melvin, all of
Upland. One sister, thirteen grandchildren and
twenty-three great-grandchildren also survive.
The funeral service was held in the Upland
Brethren in Christ Church, Pastor Elbert N.
Smith and Rev. Alvin C. Burkholder officiating. Interment was in Bellevue Mausoleum,
Ontario, California.
KITLEY—Mrs. Mary Kiteley was born in
Ontario, July 26, 1876, and passed away at
her home near Carland, Michigan, April 29,
1968. Early in life she accepted Christ as
her Saviour. She united with the Carland
Brethren in Christ Church as one of its charter members. In 1901 she was united in
marriage to Albert Kiteley; he preceded her
in death in 1940. One son also predeceased
her.
She is survived by two daughters, Anna
and Florence, both at home; one daughter-inlaw, Letha Kiteley, Elsie, Michigan. Two
brothers, four grandchildren and thirteen
great-grandchildren also survive.
The funeral service was held in t h e Carter
Funeral Home; Paster Lloyd Melhorn and
Rev. William Engle, Dayton, Ohio, officiated.
Interment was in Fairfield Cemetery.
SIDER—Girven Sider, Wainfleet,
Ontario,
passed away May 28, 1968, in his 88th year.
H e was a member of the Brethren in Christ
Church and for many years served as a deacon
in the Wainfleet congregation. Two sons predeceased him.
He is survived by his wife, one son, one
daughter, two brothers and several grandchildren.
The funeral service was conducted by Rev.
Earl Sider, assisted b y Rev. P. J. Smith. Interment was in the Maple Lawn Cemetery.
VANLEAR—Charles L. VanLear was born
September 9, 1896, and passed away very
suddenly at his home April 15, 1968. He was
a member of the Christian Union Brethren in
Christ Church, Garrett, Indiana.
He is survived by his wife, Thella.
The funeral service was conducted in the
Christian Union church; Pastor C. G. Stump
and Rev. Elam Dohner officiated. Burial was
in Union Cemetery.
VORE—Mrs. Mary Martha Lyons Vore was
born near Yale, Michigan, December 22, 1897
and passed away May 6, 1968, near her home
in Leonard, Michigan, as the result of an
accident, she was a member of the Leonard
Brethren in Christ Church. She was a retired
school teacher and had served with her parents
at the Welland Mission, Ontario, Canada, and
for a time on the staff of Niagara Christian
College.
She is survived by her husband, Rev. Frank
Vore; six sons: Joseph, Pontiac; Clellan, Lapeer; Murrell, Battle Creek; Daryl, Louisiana;
Eldred, Evart; and Donald, Laos, Asia; and
one daughter, Mrs. Marjorie Johnson, Pontiac,
Michigan. Five brothers, three sisters, twentyfive grandchildren and forty-six great-grandchildren also survive.
The funeral service was held in the Leonard
Brethren in Christ Church; Rev. Lloyd Euler,
Flint, Michigan, and Pastor Avery Musser
officiated. Interment was in Lakeville Cemetery.
WHITE—Noel Orvin White, Sr., was born
December 2, 1901, and passed away May 4,
1968, in a rest home in Roanoke, Virginia,
after a prolonged illness. Following his conversion, h e united with the Farris Mines
Brethren in Christ Church, near Allisonia, Virginia. Later h e was elected deacon at the

Bethel Brethren in Christ Church, near Hillsville, where he served eleven years.
He is survived by his wife, Edith Mae Ogle
White; two daughters: Mrs. Virginia Thomas,
Virginia Beach; and Doris Jane Fleming, Hillsville; and four sons: Ralph W., and Raymond
R., both of Hillsville; Isaac Sidney White,
Stevens, Pennsylvania; and Rev. Orvin White,
Jr., Roanoke. Three brothers, one sisters and
seventeen grandchildren also survive.
The funeral service was held in the Bethel
Brethren in Christ Church; Rev. John L.
Rosenberry officiated, assisted by Rev. Jacob
Moyer. Interment was in Liberty Hill Cemetery.
YODER—Mrs. Ella Dines Yoder, Goshen,
Indiana, passed away May 5, 1968, at Goshen
General Hospital. She was a member of the
Union Grove Brethren in Christ Church for
many years.
She is survived by two sons and four
daughters.
The funeral service was held in the YoderCulp Funeral Home, Goshen; Rev. Carl Stump
and Pastor David H. Wenger officiated. Interment was in West Goshen Cemetery.

Afew$ftmt4
Graham's Campaign in Oregon Ends
Evangelist Billy Graham proved to b e the
biggest crowd-drawer in Oregon during the
last days of a hard-nose political campaign.
Some 227,797 persons flocked to Memorial
Coliseum, and finally to Civic Stadium when
the first complex of auditoriums proved too
small, to hear the evangelist "declare the
claims of Jesus Christ."
Mr. Graham's final message was titled "The
End of the World." Prior to his sermon,
Oregon Gov. Tom McCall read the scriptures
for the service and brought greetings to t h e
huge crowd.
In opening remarks, Evangelist Graham
said that the record-breaking crowds were an
indication that people today are searching for
a faith to believe in and looking for a purpose
for life.
World Relief Commission Administrator
Cited by State Department
The United States Department of State,
Agency for International Development (US-
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Paul L. Snyder
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Carlisle, Pa. 17013
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AID) has recognized Mr. Wendell L. Rockey
for thirteen years of service as Executive Director of the World Relief Commission, Inc.
of National Association of Evangelicals.
Mr. Rockey has been responsible for the
procurement and distribution of 92 million
pounds of food with a value of $5,300,000,
clothing worth $1,500,000 and over $900,000
worth of medicines, medical and hospital supplies. These items and many others were used
in many countries that were ravaged by war,
disease, poverty and illiteracy to help meet
the physical and spiritual needs of untold
millions.
Ghetto Banks Formed with Church
Building Fund Money
Money on hand to complete the Cathedral
Church of St. John the Divine (Episcopal)
should be dropped instead as seed money
into Harlem and other Negro banks so people in those areas can start their own businesses.
This action was taken by delegates to the
annual convention of the Episcopal Diocese
of New York in Synod Hall.
Alabama Governor 'Dedicated Christian'
Lt. Gov. Albert Preston, who became Alabama's 48th governor, is the seventh Baptist
to serve the state in its highest office and has
been described by his pastor as "a dedicated
Christian man who will witness for Christ
in the Capitol as well as the church."
The Rev. W. K. Stephenson said the new
governor is a very active layman who is in
church morning and evening each Sunday
unless he is out of town and formerly taught
a Sunday school class at the First Baptist
Church, Decatur, Ala.
Colorado Minister to Open
Shopping Center Counsel Service
A pastoral counseling service will open in
Englewood, Colo., initiated by the Rev. Jerry
D. Springston in space furnished without
charge by Gerri Von Frellich, developer of a
shopping complex.
The Rev. Mr. Springston is president of the
Englewood Ministerial Alliance. He is quoted
in the Denver Post as stating that the purpose
of the center will be to provide free counseling on personal, marital, family and spiritual
problems.
Mr. Von Frellich is an internationally known
builder of shopping centers and a devout
Christian, attending as a member the Riverside Baptist Church in Denver.
Poor to Get 100,000
Presbyterian Dollars
A down payment of $100,000 toward a
$10 million Poor People's development fund
was pledged by the general assembly of th3
3.2 million member United
Presbyterian
Church in the U. S. A. at their recent meeting
in Minneapolis.
The fund, in memory of the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King, was inaugurated following an address by Dr. King's successor, Rev.
Ralph Abernathy, who called on the group
to set up a $10 million fund.
The money will be used to encourage the
development of businesses, low-cost housing,
self-help industries and cooperatives — all
owned by residents of the slums.
Christian, Missionary Alliance Will
Rebuild Missions Wrecked by Cong
The General Council of the Christian and
Missionary Alliance at its annual meeting in
Ralejgh, North Carolina, received a collection
of $120,000 for the rebuilding of mission facilities in Vietnam destroyed or damaged in
the Tet offensive.
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Over a Hundred Attend Pre-Draft Boot Camp
More than a hundred seventeen- and eighteen-year-old young men from Kansas and
Oklahoma participated in a Pre-Draft Boot
Camp at Roman Nose State Park near W a tonga, Okla., on the weekend after Easter,
April 19-21.
Purpose of the camp was to help young
men, regardless of their convictions, to make
responsible decisions concerning the draft. The
young men were given information on the
I-O and I-W draft classifications and on the
alternatives open to conscientious objectors,
as well as on the U.S. Military.
The weekend camp was sponsored by the
Peace and Social Concerns Committee of the
General Conference Mennonite Church.
New Testament Upholds Civil
Disobedience, Theologian States
Christians who question the validity of civil
disobedience simply don't know the New
Testament, a Methodist theologian told a
meeting of the United Presbyterian Peace
Fellowship in Minneapolis, Minnesota.
Dr. John M. Swomley, Jr. cited the beginning and the end of the New Testament
in his defense of those who disobey civil
authorities.
Indonesia Rallies Mark E n d
Of Haggai Team Blitz
Three stadium rallies in which 700 Indonesians professed faith in Christ marked the
close of a four-week campaign by U. S. Evangelist John Haggai and a team of 47 U. S.
churchmen.
East European Leaders Join
Evangelicals at Conference
Switzerland
(EP)—Believers from
three
communist countries of Eastern Europe were
among the 65 delegates to the General Council meetings of the World Evangelical Fellowship here in May. Thirty-six countries were
represented.
Elected president of the council for the
next five years was I. Ben Wati, noted Christian leader from India. The World Evangelical
Fellowship Council is made up of constituent
evangelical alliances from 18 countries. Delegates unanimously reappointed Dennis E.
Clark as International Secretary for three
years.
Big Valley Relief Drive
Helps Fight World Hunger
Three hammermills and a check for $12,500
earmarked for the Congo agricultural program
were presented to the Mennonite Central
Committee, May 16 by two representatives of
churches in the Big Valley community near
Belleville, Pennsylvania.
The Big Valley drive, involving Allegheny,
Conservative Mennonite, Brethren in Christ
and Beachy Amish churches, attempted on a
small scale to confront the awful specter of
world hunger on three fronts in the Congo.
The balance of the gift will help support
two Paxmen in the Congo.
One hammermill has been tagged for the
Congo. John Gaeddert, MCC Congo director,

recently wrote that the hammermill will help
grind feed for 100 head of cattle which are
being distributed to various groups in the
province. The second hammermill will be
shipped to the Indian settlement program in
Paraguay; the third will go to Korea for the
farm at the Mennonite Vocational School.
There it will b e used to prepare barley, rice
and other grains for feeding dairy cattle.
Dr. Ernest Boyer, New Chairman of
MMHS, Inc.
The semiannual meeting of Mennonite
Mental Health Services, Inc., was held April
19 and 20 at Brook Lane Psychiatric Center.
Attending were members of the MMHS board
of directors, administrators and board representatives from the five U.S. centers, and a
number of visitors, primarily from the Brook
Lane staff and board. The MMHS board
elected new officers, heard addresses by two
special visitors, received and discussed reports
from the MMHS psychiatric centers, and made
plans for the future work of MMHS.
Special speakers for the two-day meeting
were Dr. C. Robert Schowalter of the National
Institute of Mental Health and Dr. Samuel
Gandy, Dean of the School of Religion, Howard University, both of Washington, D. C.
Dr. Schowalter addressed a luncheon meeting on recent trends and developments in
NIMH, providing information on what MMHS
might anticipate in the future of mental health
programs. The trend toward community involvement and relationship can be expected
to continue, he said, with programs in mental
health a part of regional health planning as
one of several services to meet human need
in the local community. The isolated psychiatric hospital, he pointed out, will have difficulty
to survive.
Dr. Gandy addressed a banquet gathering
on Friday night which included Brook Lane
staff members and wives in addition to the
MMHS group. H e spoke on the inner city
and mental health, suggesting that the urban
center, particularly the slum area, represents
a kind of corporate illness, an illness that cannot be treated until the conditions causing it
are removed.
Officers of the organization for the coming
year are Dr. Ernest Boyer, chairman; Dr.
William Klassen, vice chairman; Luke Birky,
secretary; and William Snyder, treasurer. Dr.
Boyer replaces Dr. H. Clair Amstutz, who
served as chairman since the incorporation
of MMHS in 1952. His long and faithful
service was recognized at the Friday night
banquet by the incoming chairman and by
a formal board resolution the following day.
MMHS is the agency created by MCC to
coordinate the work in mental health of the
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ constituencies. The five MMHS centers in the U.S. are
Brook Lane Psychiatric Center in Hagerstown,
Maryland; Kern View Hospital in Bakersfield,
California; Kings View Hospital in Reedley,
California; Oaklawn Psychiatric Center in
Elkhart, Indiana; and Prairie View Mental
Health Center in Newton, Kansas. The Canadian center now affiliated with MMHS is
Eden
Mental
Health
Center,
Winkler,
Manitoba.

