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Forgiving Power 
By E. H. Hess 

T H H E Lord knew full well the necessity 
*• of including instruction on forgive

ness. The standard given to Peter should 
meet every necessity or occasion. If we 
include the time element to seventy times 
seven it would mean for twenty-four hours 
in forgiveness, nearly every three minutes 
or once every day for a year with a thirty-
three per cent surplus. 

In the mechanical realm wherever there 
are two surfaces that rub together there is 
bound to be more or less friction. Various 
devices and means have been provided to 
relieve, nullify, reduce or even prevent fric
tion by means of lubricants, mechanical 
adjustments and make up of materials. 

In the social realm the make up or char
acter of individuals is a large factor in 
causing or preventing friction. Austere, 
irate and irascible people are like the old 
time flint and steel which produced fire by 
being rubbed together. 

Is there a use, a right place, a service 
that anger and indignation does and should 
serve? If we ascribe anger to God which is 
scriptural (Psa. 7:11) why claim an im
munity from the emotion for human beings? 
W e should be angry with sin especially 
with our own sins. Anger leads to hatred 
and separation. W e cater to and love sin 
too well else we would separate ourselves 
from it. Sin in others needs correction, 
first to get the person conscious of his 
or her sin and then penitent enough to ad
mit the fact and become disgusted, morti
fied, and humble enough to seek and apply 
the remedy through confession and forsak
ing the evil way. 

God, while just is also compassionate. 
He chastens and corrercts his children unto 
the end that we become perfect. Parents, 
teachers and officials need maintain certain 
standards of conduct in those under their 
charge. 

Gladly would one with due compassion 
ofttimes prefer to take rather than give the 
needed punishment. Paul would have been 
willing to be accursed if that would have 
saved his kinsmen according to the flesh. 
Yet he wrote severely to the Corinthians 
and rejoiced that he caused them sorrow 
after a godly sort. 

Wha t true parent, teacher or official will 
not gladly forgive a transgression when 
true penitence and humility is manifested 
by a transgressor? 

W e may hide behind the term of right
eous indignation and continue our anger be
yond the going down of the sun but while 
God chided Jacob for his transgressions he 

' also declared that "I, even I, am he that 
blotteth out thy transgressions for mine 
own sake, and will not remember thy sins." 

Holding grudges, pouting and bitterness 
are cankers to spiritual growth. The mind 

and spirit of forgiveness is enobling, en
riching and Christ like. 

The opportunity to practice the grace of 
forgiveness should be desired and sought. 
"Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those that trespass against us," "and be ye 
kind one to another, tender hearted, for
giving one another, even a s God for 
Christ's sake hath forgiven you." 

An instance where a reconciliation was 
sought in which one party admitted their 
error and the other did not, the former de
tected an unkind feeling being harbored on 
account of the others spirit of vindictive-
ness. The remedy was found through 
prayer for sufficient grace to let the ap
parent undo vindictiveness on the part of 
the other person alone and imbibe enough 
grace to forgive and forget the incident 
and manifest love to the party notwith
standing their opinion in the matter. 

"Whosoever hateth his brother is a 
murderer: and ye know that no murderer 
hath eternal life abiding in him. Hereby 
perceive we the love of God, because he 
laid down his life for us; and we ought to 
lay down our lives for the brethren." 

"O for that flame of living fire, 
Which shone so bright in saints of old. 

Which bade their souls to heaven aspire— 
Calm in distress, in danger bold. 

"Where is that Spirit, Lord, which dwelt 
In Abraham's breast, and sealed him 

thine? 
Which made Paul's heart with sorrow 

melt 
And glow with energy divine? 

"Send the old time power upon us Lord, 
And burn out all the dross." 

Why a Christian Should not 
Take Part in Carnal 

Warfare 

By ]. L. Horst 

THE results of the Wor ld W a r alone 
would be sufficient to show to a true 

Christian that such a business is not in ac
cordance with the ideals and purposes of 
the Christian life. Those of us who can 
look back and see, as has been revealed in 
the course of years since, the awful false
hood, deception, and intrigue that were 
practiced then by those in high stations in 
order to inflame the people and instill into 
them the necessary hatred in order to carry 
on a war, have no difficulty in seeing that 
all these things are contrary to the teach
ings of Christ. 

And then when we remember the thou

sands of our boys who were killed and in
jured and the millions whose lives were 
snuffed out in all the warring nations, and 
the sorrow and want and suffering that 
were caused as a result, we see again that 
the whole business was anything but living 
out the doctrines and precepts of the Chris
tian faith. W e were told then that this 
was "a war to end war," and that once it 
would be successfully terminated a sort of 
golden age would be ushered in, in 'which 
the world would be made safe for de
mocracy. The years since, however, have 
showed that it failed to accomplish any of 
the noble purposes which were claimed for 
it, and that the world is far from safe for 
democracy or any other form of govern
ment, for all human authority seems to be 
breaking down. 

The wide extent of suffering and unrest 
existing to-day, whether economic, social, 
or religious, is traced back to the dreadful 
nightmare of the Wor ld War . W e are 
reaping the harvest of that terrible spree 
upon which mankind indulged in the years 
from 1914 to 1918. And we as Christians 
should take a lesson from what we saw 
during and since those years and what we 
are experiencing now. 

But even if we did not have such a force
ful object lesson before us we would still 
know that the Christian has no right to enr 
gage in carnal warfare because of what the 
New Testament, his rule of life, teaches. 
Here are a few examples: "For the weapons 
of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty 
through God to the pulling down of strong 
holds". (II Cor. 10:4). "Dearly beloved, 
avenge not yourselves, but rather give place 
unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is 
mine; I will repay, saith the Lord" (Rom. 
12:19). "I say unto you, That ye resist not 
evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on the 
right cheek, turn to him the other also" 
(Matt. 5:39). "But I say unto you, Love 
your enemies, bless them that curse you, 
do good to them that hate you, and pray 
for them which despitefully use you and 
persecute you" (Matt. 5:44). Here we 
have the teaching of both the apostles and 
Jesus. Besides we have the example of our 
Lord, "who when he was reviled, reviled 
not again; when he suffered he threatened 
not; but committed himself to him that jud-
geth righteously" (I Pet. 2:23). And 
Peter also says that He left us an example 
that we should follow in His steps. I Pet. 
2:21.—Gospel Herald. 

It is an awful thing to "offend," or cause 
to stumble, a rational creature for whom 
Christ died and over whom angels keep 
watch and ward. Therefore we should be 
exceedingly careful, lest by any act of ours 
we lead others into a course of sin or dis
obedience. Let us remember also that if 
we desire to be serviceable to others we 
must also be rigidly watchful of ourselves. 
—Bishop E. E. Hoss. 


