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T h e Mutual Value of a
Christian Family
By E. J. Swalm
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'And afterward he read all the words of *he law, the blessings and cursings, according to all that is written
in the book of the law."—Josh.

8:34.
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Training in Worship As
Provided by the Sunday
School
By E. M. Frey
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After N i n e Years
By H. H. Brubaker
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T h e Mid-week Prayer
Meeting
By H. G. Buckwalter

"So Joshua made a covenant
with the people that day, and set
them a statute and an ordinance
in Shechem.
"And Joshua wrote .these words
in the book of the law of God, and
took a great stone, and set it up
there under an oak, that was by
the sanctuary of the LORD."
Josh. 24:25-26.
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The Famous Codex at Shechem
( S t o r y on p a g e 298.)
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EDUCATION—America spends $2,400,000,000
annually for high school and grammar
school education. But have we an adequate return in Christian character?
INFLUENCE—One hundred ten gospel centers in Central Africa with a Christian"
community of 540,776 can be traced directly to the life and death of David Livingston. What an influence from one life!
PROHIBITION—Prof. Irving Fisher of Yale
University says the eighteenth amendment
has an economic value to the United States
of over $3,000,000,000 per year. This offsets
tax formerly paid by liquor interests.
CIGARETTES—America spent for cigarettes
in 1930, $750,000,000. The American Tobacco
Company reported the greatest dividend in
its history, attributing the large dividends
to the increase in the number of women
smokers. Think of what this money would
have done through Christian channels of
testimony.
A GIFT TO THE FALSE PROPHET—The
Dowager Belgun of Bhopl, dying last May,
left her whole fortune, the enormous sum
of $50,000,000, to the propagation of Mohammedanism in India. The gift of this one
woman to the propagation of the doctrines
of the false prophet is almost equal to the
total contributions to foreign
missions.
Shall we let one heathen outgive a Christian
world?
D-VRK INDIA—The Dawn Magazine says:
"There are 600,000 Indian villages in which
there are no known Christians." India now
has 318,000,000 souls, according to the latest census. Until we do our utmost to give
the Gospel to all the world, how can we receive the lord's "Well done, thou good and
faithful servant"?
THE JEWS—Jews are gathering into Palestine from all over the world. In one recent
month 2,670 Jews entered the Holy Land,
which is the largest number of Jews returning at any one time since the days of the
Babylonian exile. There are 2,948 Hebrew
Christian congregations in the United
States. This fulfills prophecy and heralds
His glorious appearing.
THE MOTION PICTURE INDUSTRY—This
vast movie business has an invested capital
of over $2,000,000,000, employs 325,000 men
and women, and makes 1,650.000,000 feet of
film annually. More silver is used in the
motion picture industry business than
in the coining of money. They spend
$1,000,000 per year for advertising.
One
theater puts the average daily audience at
10,000,000. An article in the "WatchmanExaminer" gives the following: "Of the ten
millions of Americans who daily attend the
picture show, more than five millions of
them are youths, young children and boys
and girls in their 'teens. However revolting the idea may be to right-thinking people, the moving picture is molding the ideals
of future American citizens. Many of the
things we so deplore in the life of today can
be traced directly to motion picture influence. Eighty-three per cent of the crimes
committed in America are perpetrated byyouths under twenty-one years of age." The
Gospel is the only power that can change
modern youth.
TELEPHONES—No civilized human being is
separated from any part of the world today by more than one-fourteenth of one
second* due to radio, telegraph, and telephone
The 19,000,000 telephones in the
United States have been linked with the 9,000,000 telephones in the old world. One
hotel now advertises it has telephone connection with all the civilized world. You
can sit in your room and talk to the whole
world. What an open door for missions in
His name who died for a lost world!
THE 4NTTI-GOD SOCIETY is located in Moscow, Russia. Here is their program for the
next few years: To have by October 1, 1933.
17,000,000 members of the Russian Anti-God
Society; to enroll all Russian children between the ages of 8 and 14; to annihilate
the religious influence of the family; to organize all schools and colleges for an antireligious crusade, and to raise the circulation of their journal, "Anti-God," to 1,500,000 copies. How far are you willing to go
to offset this, the real Gospel Message?

RUSSIA—Mr. Yakovlev, commissioner
of
agriculture in Russia, gives out the information that 120,000 tractors will be available for collective farming, and that $384,000,000 worth of agricultural machinery will
be supplied to the peasants this year. He
further reports that 7,000 motor trucks and
automobiles, 2,300,000 tons of fertilizer, $20,000,000 worth of chemicals to fight pests,
and $700,000,000 worth of loan facilities have
been provided by the soviet government for
communistic farmers to make the coming
crop. Russia is baiting the world with such
news for farmers and opening the way for
atheistic and communistic propaganda. Wait
until your radio is flooded by the superpower stations now being erected in Moscow!
WHERE SOME MONEY WENT IN 1930—The
world spent for world travel in 1930 the
amazing sum of $7,500,000,000.
America
spent $5,000,000,000 for "going to and from."
It is truly an age of the prophetic fulfillment of the world's running restlessness in
the last times.
"The savings bank deposits increased in
1930 $1,140,000,000," says Arthur Brisbane!
the man who draws $260,000 a year as an
editorial writer. The United States saved
in 1930 $30,000,000 a day, or an average of
30 cents a day for every man, woman and
child under the Stars and Stripes.
HOW AMERICA SPENDS ITS MONEY—For
face powder, cosmetics and perfumes, $750,000,000; cigarettes, tobacco and snuff, $2,500,000,000; jewelry, $500,000,000; joy rides,
movies, races, $3,000,000,000; furs, $350,000;
chewing gum, $350,000,000; ice cream, $250,000,000; servants and luxurious service, $3,000,000,000. This makes the total spent in
the United States for luxuries $22,000,000,000. Every time America gives one dollar
for missions, it spends one hundred dollars
for luxuries. The gifts to all churches for
all causes are only $469,000,000.
THE AMERICAS JOINED—South America
and the United States have been connected
by a telephone system through the International Telephone and Telegraph Corporation and the American Telephone and Telegraph Company. This from the "Alliance
Weekly"; "Commander Dyott, who several
years ago nearly lost his life in the Amazonian jungles, and is now planning an expedition in July into that region, is placing
in his home in Long Island a wireless station by means of which his wife may communicate with him as easily as if calling on
the telephone." It is a tremendous responsibility to be a Christian with the whole
world within speaking distance.
ATHEISM—The recent international exhibition put on by atheism in Berlin has been
officially padlocked by the government. The
exhibition contains a large display of antireligious paintings and propaganda gathered
by the International League of Atheists.
This league of internationally organized
atheists has its headquarters in Moscow. The
American branch is known as the Association for the Advancement of Atheism in
America. A "Chicago Tribune" under date of
Feb. 21, 1931, printed this article: "The
American Association for Advancement of
Atheism suggested today a 'blame-giving
day' be set aside if President Hoover persists in the old-fashioned custom of proclaiming Thanksgiving day. The association adopted a resolution contending that
'the American people have little to be
thankful for' what with the drought and
unemployment. The atheists also decided
to set up a booth at the Chicago World's
Fair in 1933." May God enable us to keep
revival fires so burning in Chicago that an
atheist booth would be unnoticed or impossible.
THE CRIME SITUATION — New York
"Times": "The prison situation is regarded
as fairly desperate. There has been an
enormous increase in the number of federal
prisoners within the last six months, and
the government penitentiaries are crowded
to P degree regarded by officials as perilous."
The Philadelphia "Record": "Crime waves
have merged into one continuous crime
storm. In a day in which any of us may
expect to be at any moment at the receiving end of a crime of violence, this work is
tremendously important."

"Literary Digest": "A special committee
has been appointed by the government to
investigate the cause of the increase of
crime to discover, if possible, 'why the
prisons are crowded to the point of suffocation, why no day goes by without its run
of murders, why the bootleg industry flourishes like the proverbial green bay tree,
why the cost of crime is estimated as high
as $5,000,000,000 a year'." The blood is the
only crime cure.
GERMANY—Foreign Minister Curtius, of
Germany, gives this article to the Associated Press of the world: "Germany has determined to call the bluff of those nations
which pretend to desire disarmament while
they themselves are refusing to disarm."
The same article gives the following military statistics: France—655,700 soldiers, 2,500 planes, 4,500 tanks, 1,200 pieces of
heavy artillery, and 416,100 naval tons. Poland—298,941 soldiers, 1,000 planes, 320
tanks, 414 pieces of heavy artillery. England—182,000 men under arms, 834 planes,
350 tanks, 500 pieces of heavy artillery, and
a fleet of 1,240,700 tons. Szechoslovakia—
140,000 soldiers, 100 tanks, 412 pieces of
heavy artillery. Belgium—66,143 soldiers,
234 planes, 271 pieces of heavy artillery.
Italy—638,300 soldiers, 250 tanks, 1,160
planes, 650 pieces of heavy artillery, and
280,420 naval tons.
Rumania — 144,000
soldiers, 175 pieces of heavy artillery, and
350 airplanes. Russia—1,200,000 soldiers,
250 tanks, 1,400 airplanes, 600 pieces heavy
artillery." Is Armageddon coming soon?
—From Midnight News.
Throughout the world today more rice is
consumed than any other kind of food.
The Kyailteyo Fagoda, a sacred tower in
Burma, is built on a great rounded rock which
is miraculously balanced "by a hair of Buddha" on another large rock. No one knows
why the structure does not fall as it sways m
the wind.
All American motor highways are not free
to the public; there are at least ten of them,
running a total distance of 150 miles, that
are privately owned and on which a toll is
charged.
A larger number of Americans live permanently in China today than in Great Britain.
Gold, the most malleable metal, can be
worked to astonishing fineness without breaking; one pound can be pulled into a wire more
than 700 miles long and sheets can be beaten
to less than 1-250,000 of an inch thick.
Herbert Hoover is the first President of the
United States to have a telephone on his desk.
ARCHITECT WHO FLAKNED WHITE
HOUSE FORGOTTEN
James Hoban, native of Ireland, citizen of
the United States and faithful servant of the
infant city of Washington, devoted 27 years
of his life to the design and construction of
the White House, together with that of other
public buildings in Washington.
From a purely biographic point of view
James Hoban's work and personality are well
worth remembering.
His genius, combined
with a singleness of purpose, is a thing too
fine to be forgotten. For his service to the
city of Washington alone—in the capacity of
architect, councilman and general supervisor
of important construction work—he should
have a place among our national figures. Yet
in the length and breadth of the land today
not so much as a stone has been raised to his
memory, not a street, not a highway bears his
name. Save for a modest headstone erected
by members of his own family over a bit of
ground in Mount Olivet, there is nothing of
permanence to show that such a man as
James Hoban ever lived.
Of Hoban's life before he came to America
little is known, except that he was born in
Dublin, Ireland, educated at Maynooth college,
Dublin, and had become fairly well known in
his own country as a rising young architect
before his departure for the new country soon
after the Revolutionary war.—Corinne Reid
Frazier, in the Washington Star.

Dying to the self-like is the first result
in the heart of the one who is bound to
Christ in love.—T. H. Atkinson.
Paul said, "I live; yet not I, but Christ
liveth in me" (Gal. 2:20). Can you say

this?—P. E. M.
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That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship
sufferings, being made conformable unto his death."

of his
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"Two men went up into the temple to
pray."—There are phases of this incident
in the combination of these two men
that are similar and an equal number of points in which they form exact
opposites. W e find in this incident a lesson which should claim the attention of
men in all ages. Let us note first the points
of similarity. (1) They had the same object. Their object was to pray. (2) They
desired to go to the place of prayer. They
both went up into the temple. They met
on common ground and both prayed audibly in the temple. (3) They were in the
temple at the same time. This is made
clear from the fact that the Pharisee evidently gave his head a contemptuous side
nod as he remarked, "or even this publican," (4) They addressed the same God.
Their prayers were directed to the God
of Israel. (5) Each man talked about himself and each man described his own case.
M a y we briefly note the results of these
prayers.
(1) The one man was well satisfied
and the other discontented. From the
Pharisee we hear no word of self-depreciation. All that he had to say concerning
himself was spoken in praise while the
publican could not find within himself a
single virtue that he felt would commend
him to God's favor.
(2) The Pharisee was without doubt
socially contemptuous: on the o t h e r
hand, the publican was self-condemned.
The Pharisee had put a tag on all other
men and at the same time had detached
himself from all society and stood loftily
above it while he consigned those in it to
the realm of the unrighteous and unholy.
The publican made no reference whatever
to other men. He had plenty to do with
himself. He was filled with self-shame and
self-sorrow. The entire question of his
relationship was concerning, not himself
and other men but himself and God.
(•3) The Pharisee apparently lived in
the realm of duty and from it was his expectation of happiness and reward. The
publican hoped only in mercy. He recognized the fundamental truth that one could
live only by living in the hope of the
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mercy of God. The Pharisee showed a
well polished exterior, a well brushed suit
of clothes but the publican uncovered a
heart wounded by sin. The Pharisee, as
he looked himself over, saw many points
of excellence and was engaged not only in
commending them to himself but trying to
commend them to God. The publican was
stunned by the condition of his whole character; he revolted from it; he sought deliverance from it. He prayed that God
would in mercy deliver him from it.
(4) The one was irreverent and flippant. He failed to see the greatness of
God as compared to the utter insignificance
of man. The publican was reverent. He
came in the spirit of worship, not of himself but of God. The one felt that his
social standing and prestige, his loftiness
of character, gave him standing-ground before God. He had not learned that social contempt is not personal piety and
that self-boasting always goes before destruction and that man's only standingground before God is the ground of God's
sovereign mercy.
W e sincerely hope that this Pharisee
found himself before the day of his probation closed; but if he did not what a day
of sinking sands! W h a t a day when false
hopes and false foundations sank away
into utter nothingness and night and he
found his soul bare before his Creator
with all its distorted and unholy desires
which had filled his heart with pride and
clothed his life with haughtiness!
W e l l has the poet said, "On Christ, the
solid rock, I stand; All other ground is
sinking sand." There is no mercy for us
outside the merits of Christ's redeeming
work for "God was in Christ reconciled
the world unto Himself." There is no deliverance from an unholy life and character but that found through Jesus Christ
for "He was manifested to take away our
sins and in Him is no sin."

Number

18

"Lead Us Not Into
Temptation"—Some
say that since temptation is the lot of all
men we ought not to pray this prayer.
Others who seem to claim advanced stages
of spirituality have indicated that all of
the prayer which the Lord taught His
disciples should be discarded. It is our
conviction that there is a middle ground
upon which we should meet in reference
to this prayer and especially so in connection with the text above mentioned.
W e are well aware that sickness is the
lot of our race and yet we pray to God
for health and if we ask Him, He will
grant it unto us insofar as He sees it is
good for us, and indeed may we not pray
for all things after the same manner, if we
do not forget to add, "Nevertheless not
my will, but thine be done"? W e need,
however, to pray against temptation because it is a dangerous thing. It is not
only dangerous but it is painful to endure
even though we should be victorious in the
end.
But getting to the root of the matter, is
not the spiritual import of this prayer more
for grace to withstand temptation than to
ask for freedom from it and for strength
to withstand when temptation comes more
than for happiness of its not coming at
all? There is one thing that many of us
overlook when we pray not to be led into
temptation. W e do not remember that we
must act consistently with this prayer. In
other words if we ask not to be led into
temptation we must take care that we do
not go into it of our own accord.
W e believe it is fundamentally true that
we need not expect our prayers to be answered if we do not do all we can toward
an answer to them. Our present life is one
of warfare; it is not a time of rest. Rest
will belong to the next world where evil
will not enter. Therefore, it behooves us
as Christian men and women to be clad
with the whole armor of God so that we
may be able to withstand in the evil day
or the hour of temptation. W e need to
pray that we be not led into temptation
from the standpoint of enabling the Spirit
of God to warn us before temptation really puts in its appearance and, it is there(Continued on page 295.)
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"The Mutual Value of a Christian Home"
A SERMON
reaching are the possibilities
S Oof FAR
our subject, that in order to more
directly focus our minds on a definite
phase of this value, we -shall view .the subject under two heads. I. "The Sisters Influence Over the Brother," and II. " The
Brother's Influence Over the Sister."
In treating this theme there are two
texts that present themselves to our notice namely: "And his siter stood afar off,
to wit what would be done to Him." Ex.
2:4. "And Moses cried unto the Lord,
saying Heal her now, O God, I beseech
thee." Num. 12:13.
That home is favored indeed to which
God has given both boys and girls. The
relationship they sustain to each other,
along every department of home life, cannot be duplicated. But the mutual value
of sister to brother and brother to sister
when both are Christians is of such inestimable worth that it never can be calculated in money, and yet too often it goes
unappreciated until the principals are removed by death. Then how many bitter
tears are shed and folks are heard to say
"If only I had shown my appreciation
while they were living." This in part has
prompted this message.
This theme is of interest to all since
everyone of us are component parts of
some family and we have a growing conviction that this message is as much
needed in the "Brethren in Christ" homes
as any religious denomination we have
known.

By E. ]. Swalm

gether the wonderful babe and its mother
who instilled the principles of right into
his very soul, so that one day he made a
great choice, "Choosing rather to suffer
affliction with the people of God, than to
endure the pelasures of sin for a season,"
when otherwise if at all he had escaped
the perils aquatic, reptilian, and ravenous
of the Nile, he would have grown up to
be another God-defying Pharaoh, as
Princess Thermutis would have inherited
the Egyptian throne and being childless,
this boy would have ultimately come to
coronation.
Tell me, my brothers, how many of you
are indebted to a watchful, loving, godly
sister, who helped you over that critical
moment in life's vicissitudes that comes to
all sooner or later, in which your eternal
decision hangs in the balance. How many
have been helped to victory over the lust
of the eye, the lust of the flesh, and the
pride of life by the powerful influence of
a devoted sister. Did Moses prove worthy
of such a loving vigil? Yes! and Miriam
was abundantly rewarded for it, perhaps a
thousand fold, as any sister will be who
performs such noble Christian service to
her brother. He not only delivered himself but her also. Their interests were
mutual and when she helped him she helped
herself as well. So let every family realize they stand or fall together. W h a t an
awful wreck when a family disintegrate
and in endless quarrels sometimes over a
father's will, make the surrogate court
horrible with their wrangle. W h e n the
same mutual concern that characterized
the sister and brother in our text is continued and reciprocated, they will present
a glorious harmony that will be of great
value to the world in general. This matter like all others has two sides and let
us now look at the other side of the question as suggested in our second text.

I. T h e Sister's Influence over the Brother.—The text refers us to a family
where the brother, Moses, had been hid
in a little boat on the river Nile, so as to
evade the terrible decree of wicked King
Pharaoh, who said: "Kill all the Hebrew
children." This boy had the great advantage of having a godly mother, for we are
told she hid him in faith. Heb. 11:23.
After Jachabed had let this strange little boat float on the river among the flags
surrounded by many dangers, that affectionate true sister stood afar off, in the
language of our text, to see what would
become of him.
W h o can tell what tears, sighs, groans,
and loving concern, were exhibited by
that lone sister as she watched that helpless little boat that was oarless and helmless drift at the mercy of the waters until
Princes Thermutis came down to bathe.
After she has the boat drawn to her and
beholds the weeping child; this darling sister comes on the scene and offers her services which implied getting a nurse and
she very wisely calls the child's mother.

II. The Brother's Influence over the
Sister.—No man, however capable he
may be, can ever exert the right influence
over his sister or anyone else, unless he
be genuinely saved and a man of prayer
as was the one referred to in our text.
Moses' sister had now arrived at a very
needy moment in her life. She was smitten with leprosy due to the fact that she
spake against Moses when he married an
Ethiopian wife and somewhat of a spirit
of jealousy reigned in her heart when she
said God would also speak by her and
Aaron, but oh! the horror when she realized she was a leper and doomed to die.

H o w many men down through the
stream of time, both great and small, have
reason to say they owe much of their success to a kind sister's influence who, tho

W h a t confidence she
Moses' life to think she
for her; for people in
treme need will always

must have had in
asked him to pray
a moment of exsend for one they

have confidence in. It is the greatest
compliment that can be paid t o any Christian, when one's own family show they
incognito, held such loving concern for
their welfare, and played a great part in
building their character, as well as deciding their eternal destiny. Remember this
was a critical moment in the life of Moses.
It was precious Miriam who brought tohave confidence in their religion, those
who live closest t o us know us best. Miriam didn't send five-hundred miles for
some preacher she only heard about and
never lived around. No! she asked her
brother to pray for her and he prayed and
she was healed (Praise the Lord!)
Young men your influence will never
amount to much, if you do not influence
your sister and remember you owe so
much to her. She helped you when you
were much to her. She helped you when
you were floating helplessly in imminent
danger, now at this most crucial hour do
your best for her.
Young ladies, beware of the young man
who never has time to show courtesy to
his sister, no matter how much he may
show attention for you, if he neglects his
sister he is not worthy of your confidence.
H o w many men who with a courteous
bound can dash across a room to pick up
a handkerchief for some girl, yet they
don't mind allowing their own sister to
carry in a pail of water or a scuttle of
coal up two flights of stairs in some cases.
(Shame on them.) Let any young man
be careful to be an escort for his sister
first, and then he can expect that the best
in the world and the truly worthwhile
girl will appreciate him.
Finally let both brother and sister live
close to each other and not be so artificial in their affections, they will know each
other better and the results will be glorious.
General Bauer of the Russian Cavalry
several decades ago, in early life wandered
away from home, joined the army, and
the family supposed he was dead. After
he had gained a fortune, he returned to
his home town and made a great banquet.
He invited the great military men of the
district and a plain miller and his wife
were invited much to their surprise. They
feared the host would do them some harm.
The General in conversation asked the
miller about his family, the miller said he
had two brothers. The General asked " N o
others?" to which the miller replied, " M y
younger brother went away years ago
and joined the army, and we think he must
have died long ago." The General under
deep emotion said, "Soldiers, I am this
man's younger brother." H o w loud the
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cheers and how warm the embrace as they
were introduced to one another again.
So many brothers and sisters living in
the same home; live so far from each other
that they almost need an introduction.
Let us realize the time is short and only
for a short period of years is this privilege
afforded us. Soon home ties are severed
and brothers and sisters are gone to be
the builders of new homes and what we
do must be done now.

our souls and bathes us in immortality.
Our earthy eyes would have blinded but
now this white glow is so welcome, so
blessed, that we are ravished by its glory
as it falls upon us. As we walk, we tread
on transparency woven of gold. The
foundation sparkles with precious gems.
In the setting of jasper glitter the deep
blue flame of sapphire like midsummer
sky, the violet glow of amethyst, the green
fire of emerald, the rainbow glint of the
beryl, the sunny tint of topaz, all blazing
together and blended by the silver haze of
ethereal light. Then the cool banks of
the river and thru the overhanging evergreens we see the stream of Paradise whose
waters are of crystal such as have no comparison in the world, either for purity or
beauty. But hark, there is singing,—singing such as never was on earth, strains of
such surpassing sweetness, chords of such
exquisite melody, voices of such divine
harmony that we are entranced. If this
is music, there was no music in the world

for we too are joining the singers and our
voices ring with the same heavenly tones.
N o w we can see the source of the river—
a dazzling throne of pure whiteness, the indescribable temple of God. Then we see
that, without which all the glories of heaven
would be vain, without which the celestial
city could not truly be "our Father's
house,"—the eyes of Christ filled with love
and tenderness unutterable in mortal language. N o tears, no longing, no sorrow,
neither pain nor anything akin to them,—
only supreme bliss, only entranced rapture,
only peace, deep, deep, far transcending
our human imaginings, and love, unending
love, surrounded by it, sheltered by it,
sustained by it and crowned with it forever and ever.
The foregoing thoughts prompted by two
topics of the Ohio Bible Conference—
"Eternal Glory in Heaven" by O. LI. Herr
and " M y Father's House" by V. L. Stump
—were submitted by a sister w h o wishes
her name witheld.

Trust for the Day
"Because in a day of my days to come
There waiteth a grief to be,
Shall my heart grow faint, and my lips be
dumb
In this day that is bright for me?
"Because of a subtle sense of pain
Like a pulse-beat, threaded through
T h e bliss of my thought, shall I dare refrain
From delight in the pure and true?
"In the harvest field shall I cease to glean,
Since the bloom of the spring has fled,
Shall I veil my eyes to the noonday sheen,
Since the dew of the morn has sped?
"Nay, phantom ill with the warning hand,
N a y , ghosts of the weary past,—
Serene, as in armor of faith I stand;
Ye may not hold me fast.
"Your shadow across my sun may fall,
But as bright the sun shall shine;
For I walk in the Light; ye cannot pall
T h e Light of the King Divine.

The Daily Vacation Bible School
H P H E first annual "Daily Vacation Bi•"• ble School" was held her Aug. 1023. W e had a large school with seventytwo enrolled. Although all did not come
every day, the usual attendance was from
fifty to sixty-five. There were forty-one
that had perfect attendance. W e feel
this was good considering the warm
weather.

class by itself. About the middle of the
morning we had recess, at which time the
children went out side and played together.
Another short period was given to vocational work. The girls did sewing, and
the little children made paper dolls. The
boys each made a Noah's Ark and animals.
A group of girls made the Tabernacle
which was given to the church.

The school sessions were held on the
regular school days from 9:00 to 11:30 a.
m. At nine o'clock the children marched in
the church for general assembly, at which
time we had scripture reading, prayer and
a song. Then they went to their classes.
W e had three classes—Primary, Junior
and Intermediate. W i t h the aid of Miss
Connell, who assisted in the Primary department, we got along quite well.
The Bible held first place. W e had
Bible stories, Bible memory work, and Bible note book work. A short period was
given to Habit Talks and singing, each

On Sunday evening, Aug. 23, there was
a program given by the children in the
church. The church was well filled. There
seemed to be a great appreciation for this
kind of work from the children and parents. W e are hoping the seed that was
sown will spring up and bring forth fruit.
Since having the D. V. B. S. several new
children have started to our Sunday
School. W e may not see all the results
at the present time, but eternity will only
prove the value of the work.
Bro. and Sr. Paul McBeth.
Arcadia, Florida.

"And whatever He sends from day to day,
I'm sure that His Name is Love;
And He never will let me lose my way
T o my rest in Heaven above"!
Selected by Edna Harmon.

Thoughts of Heaven
A ^ O U ' V E seen sunsets. You've seen the
steeping clouds of rose and gold
stretching from south to north and enveloping the west in indescribable radiance. And you've watched the sunrise
when the waking world is illumined by the
eastern glory. Your eyes have delighted
on summer evenings to watch the white
brilliance of the moon etched on the ripple
of dark waters. You've seen and marvelled. But this is nothing—nothing to what
we shall see "when we awake in His likeness." W h e n we cross the bar and near
the heavenly city, the very billows that
are- bearing us thither will be touched with
gilt as they wash the sands of the golden
shore. And when we enter the portals of
pearl that are open forevermore, we behold the city. It is enveloped in the radiance of a soft balmy light that floods over
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Danger In Our Midst
S N O T my word like fire? said Jehovah; and like a hammer that breaketh
the rock in pieces? Therefore, behold, I am
against the prophets saith Jehovah, that
steal my words every one from his neighbor. Behold I am against the prophets,
saith Jehovah, that use their tongues, and
say, He saith. Behold I am against them
that . . . .cause my people to err by their
lies, and by their vain boasting; yet I sent
them not, nor commanded them; neither
do they profit this people at all."
Jer.
23:29-32.
Some time ago I read the account of
a girl's zoology class, from an eastern
college, w h o went out in the mountains
to do first hand nature studying. Among
other things, these well meaning girls discovered that rattlesnakes were "not so
bad." They fearlessly captured some live
ones, admired their general make-up, killed
them, skinned them, and fried the meat
and ate it and enjoyed it immensely. They
preserved the skins and rattles and fangs
for souvenirs.
But ask a seasoned western forest ranger if he does not feel a shudder of horror
every time he runs onto one of these admired snakes! He may have seen and
killed a hundred or more in his journeyings, but he never gets friendly with them.
He knows them to be the very emblem
of sudden death. T o him they are an ugly
and repulsive and death-dealing menace
of the wilderness. He is always an uncompromising enemy to a rattlesnake.
And justly so.
Some years ago a child died here at
Ashland as a result of a rattlesnake bite.
Also, I have seen two persons immediately after they were bitten by such a reptile.
They did not die because remedies were
promptly and vigorously applied. But
they were made deathly sick for many
days.
.
i' j
W e wonder how those young ladies
could ever compromise with such horrible
creatures. And yet some Christians are
compromising with even more deadly reptiles. And those reptiles are the Modernists, children of the Old Serpent himself.
"Oh that's talking too crudely! Modernists are not so bad," some may say.
But please have patience with me and
read this article to the end, and I will
prove to you that what I say is true. The
"ism" called Modernism is worse than a
den full of rattlesnakes.
"Oh well, Modernists only think a little differently than we do, and express
themselves a bit otherwise. T h e y mean
AMI well, and we should tolerate them. W e
should give them a hearing. They merely
put a modern application to Christianity."
Hold on. Are you able to prove that?
Is Modernism in any way a relative of the

real historical Christianity? Or is it an
alien and deadly enemy that has dared to
coil itself comfortably in our very midst?
Let's consider the matter a little and find
out.
R. L. Aldrich in a treatise on this subject states that he examined all the sects
and heresies that existed from the first to
the seventeenth century, and he found that
Modernism is decidedly different than all
of the 289 heresies of the Christian era.
There have been all sorts of
different
shades of teachings. But Modernism stands
in a class by itself because its central
teaching is that man is himself God. It
teaches that man does not need to be born
again because man is divine. None of
the other heresies taught that man was
divine. Of course, individuals have claimed
to be God. And as early as the fifth century a heresy taught salvation by man's
power, but it did not live long. It was
condemned and set aside. The same thing
happened in the twelfth century to a heresy somewhat like Modernism. Real
Modernism was developed in the eighteenth century.
This unusual fact, that Modernism is the
first heresy to teach the divinity of man,
can be conclusively proven by a careful
study of Church History and by the words
coming from the Modernistic leaders
themselves. Space does not permit extensive quotations. Suffice it then to give
two. The president of Union Theological
Seminary says: "Christ must be divine
as all men are." A professor of the University of Kansas says: "I worship God
through man. T o know God is first to
know man, and to know man is to worship the divinity in him . . . . Man is my
best expression of deity, and so I bow
reverently at his shrine." These are just
fair samples of what all Modernistic leaders express and teach in one way or another. They insist that man is divine.
And of what special importance is it for
us to know that Modernism is the first
heresy to teach the divinity of man? Just
this: it proves that Modernism is the Antichristian Apostasy prophesied in Scripture to come immediately before the Antichrist. Read II Thess. 2:3, R. V. Here
God tells us of "The Falling Away," not
merely of "a" falling away. Evidently this
passage refers to a special apostasy—The
Apostasy.
That particular apostasy is to immediately precede the Antichrist (v. 3). It is
to prepare the way for him. It is to make
people's minds willing to accept the awful
claim of the Antichrist. And what will
he claim? See verse 4. God says plainly
that the Antichrist will claim to be God.
So the preparatory teaching must be that
man can be and is God.

—

Modernism, like a hideous reptile, raises
its venomous head above all other past
heresies and teaches the Antichristian
teaching that man is divine instead of being a lost sinner. Therefore, we know that
Modernism is the final Apostasy, the immediate forerunner of the Antichrist. It is
the swelling bud, and Antichrist will be
the full bloom.
W h e n men have already been led to believe that they are divine, it will be very
easy to lead them a step farther into the
worship of one divine man, the Antichrist.
Even now they speak of reverently worshipping man.
Through all the former heresies Satan
has been gradually and industriously preparing men's hearts to receive this final
and bold heresy that man is God. He has
skillfully led evil minds from one stepping
stone of heresy to another until they
should be willing to accept this final and
awful heresy. It was necessary for him
to do this if he ever expected to eventually produce his masterpiece: The Antichrist.
N o w he is almost ready to present him
to the world. A little more Antichristian
teaching from Modernism and the world
will be ready to receive the culmination
of all Satan's inventions to keep souls
from being saved. That culmination, that
summit of all his devices, is the Antichrist.
Modernism is the last step before reaching that summit.
The Antichrist will reconstruct and reevaluate and reinterpret everything to
suit himself in this world. So today the
Modernists already use great swelling
words (Jude 16) about reconstructing, reevaluating, and re-interpreting our religious ideas and our ways of living.
The Antichrist will not tolerate anything of real Christianity. So today,
though the Modernists continually and
cleverly use the word "tolerant," they
deny practically every vital Christian
truth. They use the word "tolerant" as a
sugar coated bait to beguile unsuspecting
souls into their Antichristian network of
false teaching. They pretend to be tolerant. They ask us to be tolerant. And
many of us have been all too tolerant with
them.
But, have they played fair with us?
Have they been really tolerant with us as
we have been with them? Is it tolerance
when they skillfully and persistently snatch
away all the foundations of Christianity?
Is it tolerance when they succeed more
and more in controlling our pulpits and
CQnferences and schools against our wishes? Is it tolerance when they seek to
force upon us and upon our children their
Antichristian teaching through., skillfully
and deceitfully worded addresses and
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articles, so arranged that only a well
trained student can detect their poison?
W e fundamentalists, who have nothing
to hide, come out plainly and perhaps
bluntly in our statements that we believe
the W o r d of God as it is written, and that
we believe in such and such doctrines.
The "tolerant"
Modernist
hides his real Antichristian beliefs as
much as possible under elegant phrases
and meaningless statements. W h e n you
ask him what he believes or teaches, he
says that he admires fine Christian gentlemanliness and culture and tolerance, and
enjoys the atmosphere of advanced Bible
scholarship that stimulates the intellect
and is constructively re-interpreted and reevaluated into the real life of Jesus. He
"shoots off" a volley of fine, big words,
interwoven with Biblical phrases and expressions that deceive many. Like a sky
rocket in the night, he sends forth a beautiful shower of rhetorical sparks that amaze
us and then leave us more in the dark
than ever as to just what he does mean or
does believe concerning our Christianity.
He calls that tolerance, because he has not
only crudely offended his hearers and has
succeeded in concealing his real self.

God wants us to earnestly contend for
the faith. Are we doing it? O r are w e
as inactive and tolerant as a stuffed lion
slowly decaying in some ancient museum?
Thank God we are not dead but alive
in Christ Jesus our Saviour and Lord! He
is coming again! One of the final signs
of His soon coming again is a special
Apostasy that would make man divine.
That Apostasy is here and is gaining
ground rapidly all over the world. Another final sign of His immediate return is
the imminent approach of the Antichrist.
T h e Antichrist is approaching now. Every
true Bible scholar and student of prophecy
knows it beyond the shadow of a doubt.
Therefore let us who are awaiting the
Lord's return gird on the whole armour
of God and combat all that is opposed to
true Christianity. Then we will have real
peace, real joy, real victory and much fruit

know the meaning of praying with assurance.
" W e had been fortunate in our family
for a number of years," he said, "in escaping sickness and other disabilities requiring the service of a physician. For this
reason, and because of our limited income,
we budgeted but a small sum to our health
account.
"Living as carefully as possible, there yet
was barely enough to meet necessary expenses from month to month. H o w could
a formidable medical and hospital bill be
met?
"Satan made capital of our concern," he
testifies, "and before long we were in the
slough of despondency. N o extra work was
available, and no source of added income
appeared. Praying continued for several
days, but these prayers were too sadly
faltering and lacking in confidence. Nevertheless, victory was ahead.
"One morning God gave us a spirit of
assurance that all our needs would be met.
From that hour we had perfect rest and
confidence."
Four days later a letter came to hand,
bearing the date of the day of blessed assurance, written by a young man whom
the student had some years before influenced in a Sunday School class of which
he was teacher. This distant friend indicated that he seemed led of the Lord to
forward a check to his former teacher,
though he knew nothing of the great need.
The enclosed check was for a sum sufficient to cover all the expenses chargeable
to sickness.
Philippians 4:-9 glows with a new radiance for this family.
M. B. I. Monthly.

N o w I think you will agree with me
that no words can be too harsh in describing the Modernist—unless there are words
too harsh to describe Satan. These people who are the forerunners of the Antichrist, these people who are daily damning souls to eternal hell through their
abominable teaching shall we compromise
with them? Shall we be as thtise foolish
girls who toyed with rattlesnakes because
they were "not so bad?" God forbid!
Let us rise up as one man and stand
Scripturally and openly against them. W e
can never be real friends with them. T o gether with Satan they must perpetually
remain our enemies. Let us pull aside
their embroidered veil of fine phrases and
manners and fully expose their repulsive
and Satanic reality, so that others too may
know that such a teaching is a horrible
and death-dealing menace.
It is high time that we, the children of
God, should awaken to the extreme peril
of allowing this final Apostasy to roam
about in our churches and schools unchallenged and unhindered and unexposed. W e
ought to take a definite and aggressive
stand against it at every point. Let us
not wait until we see our neighbors and
friends, and yea our children, stricken unto eternal death through such Antichristian teaching!
W e will be considered old-fashioned
and ignorant and uncultured and even
"frantic." But never mind. W e are
strangers and pilgrims on our w a y to a
city that God hath prepared for us. W e
have not here an abiding city. W e glory
only in the Cross of Jesus—not in the
opinions of men.

"His grace is enough to meet the great
things—
The crashing waves that overwhelm the
soul,
The roaring winds that leave us stunned
and breathless,
The sudden storms beyond our life's control.
"His grace is enough to meet the small
things—
The little pin-prick troubles that annoy,
The insect worries, buzzing and persistent,
The squeaking wheels that grate upon
our joy."
Annie Johnson Flint.
tllllllllllllllltlll
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—not because we are combating, but because we are in the center of God's will.
That place, the center of God's will,
is the only place for any Christian to be
in these perilous days when Satan is more
active and more treacherous than ever before.
Little children, it is the last hour. Contend earnestly for the faith which was
once for all delivered unto the saints. For
there are certain men crept in privily . . .
ungodly men . . . denying our only Master
and Lord, Jesus Christ." (I John 2:18:
Judges 3, 4.) —Selected.

What Would You Do?
His wife and two children were sick;
one of the children was in the hospital.
And yet this is not a "hard-luck story."
But for the facts stated certain valuable
lessons might never have been learned.
A married student at the Moody Bible
Institute, Chicago, was confessing that he
had not known how to "rest in the Lord,
and wait patiently for him." He did not

Mueller Defines Faith
r

H A T is faith? In the simplest manner in which I am able to express
it, I answer: Faith is the assurance that
the thing which God has said in His W o r d
is true, and that God will act according
to what He had said in His W o r d . This
assurance, this reliance on God's W o r d ,
this confidence, is faith.
At first I was able to trust the Lord for
ten dollars, then for a hundred dollars,
then for a thousand dollars, and now, with
the greatest ease, I could trust Him for a
million dollars if there were occasion. But
first I should carefully, deliberately examine and see whether what I was trusting for was something in accordance with
His promises in His written W o r d .
—George Mueller.
None but God can satisfy the longings
of the immortal soul.—Trench.
—o—
For ye, brethren, were called for freedom; only use not your freedom for an occasion to the flesh, but through love be
servants one to another. Gal. 5:13.
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of the child?" Are they not, rather, memorized words with no particular heart
meaning to the one that is uttering them?
By E, M. Frey
There are many prayers from the scriptures and elsewhere which are clothed in
I. The Place of Prayer.
their needs, their desires, their thanksgiv- language easily understood by the child
and a praying of these prayers helps much
TVTO O N E questions but that the chil- ings? H o w many can tell you after the
in giving the preliminary training. The
prayer
one
thing
that
was
prayed
for
or
dren attending our Sunday Schools
drawback with these ready-made prayers
about?
The
shocking
thing
is
that
even
are being trained in worship and in prayer.
is that there are a great many things that
those
who
are
"well
behaved",
those
who
Some have learned the prayers required—
a child should pray about that are not inare
"good
examples",
those
who
are
the Lord's Prayer as an example—so well
cluded in them. Among these that are not
"ideal',
are
in
the
large
majority
of
cases
that they can rattle them off perfectly while
included there are a great many needs or
their mind is actively engaged in some not praying at all. They are just politely
confessions or praises that are common to
passing
the
time.
other thought. Are such children getting
True prayer requires the worshiper to a group of children and then again there
just the kind of training in prayer that we
focus
attention at two places. He must are many that are peculiar to one or anmight,desire? Some have a habit of cenother. If a class were to list the things
tering their prayers around tangible re- focus it first of all on God. God is the
that they wanted to include in their joint
one
to
whom
prayer
is
made.
God
is
the
sults, personal wants, and local or selfish
prayer and then work together to express
desires. Some, perhaps those children that one that makes possible the communion of
these ideas in common understandible lanare better behaved, stand or kneel very spirit. The worshiper looking upward to
guage, and memorize that prayer and use
patiently, very quietly, and to outward in- God is getting strength and inspiration
it from time to time that class would be
from
Him.
But
likewise
his
attention
must
tents very reverently while the leader engetting some very valuable training in exgages in a long prayer incoherent to chil- be focussed on his needs and desires. And
pressing
their innermost selves in prayer.
dren and lacking in language comprehen- in his prayer he brings his needs and deIn the first place the compiling of it is a
sible to any but adults. Are even these sires to God the Father and at the same
joint project which requires their attention
last mentioned receiving the training in time he sees himself as a mortal having
and requires this attention to be focussed
worship that we might desire? Some of needs, etc., and he sees God as one who
both
upon God and upon their needs. Then
the better ones of this last group copy the giveth, and taketh, and communeth.
If our Sunday Schools find it difficult to the teacher has splendid opportunity of
ornate language of their elders and use it
having them include in this prayer all of
in their own prayers. Even these are not free the minds of children from all other
the essential elements of a well rounded
truly worshiping through their prayers. things in order to come to prayer properly
prayer
listed above, and in the praying of
They are not speaking to God as they prepared, then it is much more difficult to
that prayer—whether in unison or by one
get
the
children
to
the
place
where
they
would to their father. They use simple
member of the class acting as a leader—
language when speaking to their own par- can focus attention both on God and on
every individual member will be participatthe
various
needs.
This
will
be
easier
in
ents. They are not expressing their desires
ing
in the expression of his own ideas.
simply and directly but they are focussing the individual classes than in the general
The
preparation and use of many such
assembly.
In
order
to
get
this
concentratheir attention, not upon God and their
needs but upon this formula, more or less tion of attention an individual must enter joint prayers will lead to the use of more
unintelligible to them, which has been in to all of the worship. The prayers in spontaneous prayer on the part of the child
the general assembly are usually prayers and this spontaneous prayer will be a praypassed on as the form of prayer.
Perhaps the ideal of freeing a child's of adults given for adults to follow and er of worship from the heart. Part of the
mind from all other things in order to con- prayers the spirit of which can be easily worship service of the Sunday School
centrate on prayer is one of the easiest to entered into by adults. If a child, with his should provide opportunity for spontanstate and one of the hardest to put into interest which wanders so very easily, is eous prayers, as well as memorized praypractice.
Consider a typical Sunday to direct his attention to the two focal ers, by the children. As spontaneity is
School. The superintendent rings loudly points, God and needs, it will be much easier when children are away from the
on a bell to call the assembled group to easier if he is with those who are his own adults there should be some type of wororder. A few songs are sung and these age, w h o think as he does and who can ship service for the children apart from
are probably the ones that would be clas- enter into the spirit of the whole thing the general assembly. Some of our Sunday Schools are equipped to have a Junsified as "Religious Jazz." In the reading with him.
of the lesson the attention of the Sunday
A well known writer suggests five es- ior assembly. Others will accomplish the
School is to give precedence to the adults sential elements of a well rounded prayer. same results if the teachers have part of
and the mind of our ten year old may T h e first is adoration. The worshiper the class time given over to training in
wander. The assembly goes to prayer looks up in praise to the God whom he worship and in prayer.
The prayers of children are brief. They
but the attention of the average youngster adores. The next element is confession
goes anywhere else. If any reader thinks and the spirit of confession or of humility. are simple. T h e y are direct. The attenthat the writer is too critical I trust that Then follows thanksgiving, then suppli- tion of a child cannot follow a long cumthat reader will put the matter to a fair cation, and then submission. Many pray- bersome prayer. As the child grows older
test. In the prayers offered up in our Sun- ers of children are apt to confine them- his attentive powers develop and the type
day Schools how many of the ten year old selves to "supplication". These five may of prayers change but as long as we are
children have their eyes closed? How be remembered by the fact that the initial dealing with children we must remember
many are looking through their fingers? letters spell A C T S with the last S repeat- that while it is possible to keep children
behaved through a long or incoherent
How many are amusing themselves with ed.
their neighbors? H o w many are whisperA prayer from the heart will be ex- prayer it is not possible for the child to
ing? The foregoing are just superficial pressed in language that is understood by really W O R S H I P through that prayer.
questions. Of those to whom a favorable the heart. Many times children use lan- Children's prayers are simple and direct.
report has been given in the foregoing, how guage that is far above them. Their pray- They are conceived from the point of view
many know what the leader is praying ers sound like the prayers of adults. The of the child. T h e figures of speech are
about? H o w many are actually speaking question may be fairly asked, "Are such such as tend to make tri^jneanincj more
with God? How many are expressing prayers truly expressions from jhe—beart- - « r e a r ~ t t n h e 73TiH7 " T h e p r a y e r s enable

Training in Worship As Provided by the Sunday School

September 14, 1931

E V A N G E L I C A L

V I S I T O R

295

the children to appreciate God as their
father and to worship him in spirit and in
truth. If our Sunday Schools could teach
all of the children the art of really and
truly worshiping through prayer, the
church would be strengthened through receiving members that could hold their experience and holding it grow.

personal testimony for the Lord. Be not
ashamed of it. W e may be considered and
even treated as ignorant and out of date;
ostracized and isolated; but we must hold
fast. Our weapons are not doubtful nor
are they weak. T h e y are mighty to the
pulling down of strongholds. W e need to
keep our hand upon the throne of the Almighty in supplication and prayer, to
preach, to speak, to affirm His words, to declare the whole counsel of God; for the
Lord will surely reward His servant.

meditate upon during the day; and amid
the pauses of business or as they have opportunity their minds recur to it. This is
an excellent plan. It brings the soul into
direct contact with God.—Dr. Robert
Boyd, in Keswick Calendar.

Editorial
(Continued

from page

289.)

fore highly important that we listen to
the checks of the Spirit when He would
save us from the pain and sorrow that inevitably follows in the wake of temptation
and trial.
There may be times when the Spirit will
bid us to discontinue the particular thing
in which we may be engaged or bid us not
to engage in it when it appears. T h e
thing in itself may seem entirely harmless
and indeed it may be so but the very fact
that we have been praying to be kept and
not to be led into temptation is a call for
the Holy Spirit to warn us when this is
about to happen and His direction concerning the thing which may seem harmless is God's direction to our soul.
W e will do well to listen carefully to
what H e has to say concerning it. If we
fail to listen to His voice and heed the
checks which He places upon us it almost
invariably follows that the soul is faced
with temptations, with trials, and tests and
those things which rise up in actual warfare against our spiritual progress and unless we are very well established we will
surely be buffeted about by these things
when they come. W e may have no desire
to depart from the will of God; in fact
this inborn desire to steadfastness, to remain true to God is a mighty stay in the
time of storm but even though we succeed
in getting through without yielding a point
here or there, we will after all discover
that we have met with loss. Loss in
blessing, loss in time, and loss in progress
which could have been made profitable had
we listened to the still small voice of that
Holy Paraclete w h o has been sent into the
world for the express purpose of directing the most minute details of our life that
we may live to "The praise of His glory,
who hath called us out of darkness into
His marvelous light."
Holding Fast—There
are currents so
swift and floods so destructive that they
seem t o sweep before them everything that
is not securely anchored or moored. In
the day of apostasy the sweep of evil
forces seems to gain momentum as the days
go by and many lives that appear well
grounded are swept into the stream of
worldliness, modernism, or indifference.
Christian believers need t o awaken and
hold fast. Nothing should be left go. W e
should take heed to ourselves and make
sure our anchor is securely fastened. D o
not let go of the strong anchor of your

With Jesus
Some people seek for wealth and fame,
Some positions; e'en others aim
At higher goals—not for His glory—
For they heed not Salvation's story.
I long to live for Him alone,
W h o did for my great sin atone;
So I will serve Him to the end—
King Jesus Christ, my Saviour, Friend.
He holds me in His mighty hand,
And there I'm kept from danger. And
All my fears He doth allay;
I'm safe with Him—I'm safe alway.
W h a t other place could be more sweet
Than sitting low at Jesus' feet?
There to wait and learn of Him,
Learn how Eternal Life to win.
He's my Companion, tried and true!
His blessed will I e'er will do.
Blest fellowship I find so sweet
While waiting at the Mercy Seat.
Strength and power He doth give
T o help me now for Him to live;
His shoulders strong do me uphold,
W i t h Him so near I can be bold.
Safe in His arms—Oh Blessed Rest!
Oh sweet communion! This is best
T h a t life can ever give t o me—
T o dwell with Him eternally.
These five positions I would win;
M y whole desire to live with Him;
Then when H e comes to take me Home
I hope to hear His blest "well done."
Rosa Buckwalter.

Having A Plan
T will be a great help to have special
seasons set apart for the study of the
Bible, accompanied with much earnest
prayer for the sanctifying influences of the
Holy Spirit. The W o r d of God fixes a
very high standard of spirituality, and tells
us that to "be spiritually-minded is life and
peace."
Nothing should be allowed to interfere
with our hours of private devotion. It is
the habit of some Christians to take in the
morning a short portion of Scripture to

From This Day I Will Bless You
(Haggai 2:19.)
God's people may delay blessing, and
have done so over and over again. They
are doing it today.
T h e Jews delayed blessing in the days
of the prophet Haggai. T h e y were "running every man t o his own house," while
the house of the Lord was lying waste.
God withheld His blessing and called for
a drought upon the whole land.
T h e prophet testified against Israel,
showing them that the years of leanness
were due to the neglect of God's house.
Their love to Jehovah had waned. They
had settled down into selfish ways. Therefore God restrained His blessing and sent
His servant to reprove them. T h e y were
called upon to "consider" their ways; to
go up to the mountain and bring wood and
take pleasure in God's house, so that God
could take pleasure in them, and that God
might be glorified.
T h e y had looked for much, and little
came. The heaven over them was stayed
from dew, and the earth from her fruit,
because Jehovah's house was lying waste.
Repentance brought immediate prosperity. The Lord sent His servant to announce to them, " F R O M T H I S D A Y I
W I L L BLESS Y O U . " It is ever thus.
God loves to honor the obedience of faith.
T h e following narratives of blessing experienced by outstanding servants of
Christ, following their obedience to God's
W o r d , beautifully illustrate this promise:
P. P . Bliss, the noted song writer, urged
b y Mr. Moody t o devote his life wholly
to evangelistic labor, decided, in co-opeiation with Major Whittle, to make a test
campaign at Waukegan, Illinois. "If souls
are saved," they said, "we will take it as
an indication that God has called us into
this work."
The first meeting was not encouraging.
But the following night, although it rained,
and a smaller audience was expected,
there were twice as many present. T h e
workers felt the responsibility upon them,
and the next afternoon spent some hours
in prayer. Bliss surrendered everything
to the Lord, his musical ambitions, his
writing of secular music, and in simple
childlike faith, placed himself and his talents at the disposal of the Lord in the
proclamation of the Gospel. T h a t night
they had a wonderful meeting. In God's
gracious response to their faith souls were
saved, and a deep spirit of conviction was
upon the people. T h a t meeting decided
the question of continuing. T h e y went
from place to place with the evident bless(Continued on page 299.)
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CASKEY.rEYMIBB—On September 3d there
occurred the marriage of Brvil Caskey and
Ruth Frymire, daughter of John Prymire, a t
the bride's home, officiated by Bish. D. R.
Eyster, In the presence of a number of
friends.
BOOKS-O'NEIL—Elder Titus M. Books, of
Cleona, Pa., and Sr. Eva M. O'Neil, of Manheim, were united in marriage a t the home of
the officiating minister, Elder Henry K.
Kreider, of Campbelltown, on Saturday afternoon, Sept. 5, 1931. The groom is a student
at Goshen College, Indiana, where they will
reside for the present. May the blessings of
God attend their way is the prayer of their
many friends.
I.ANDIS-NISSI.EY
Lily L. Landis of Des Moines, Iowa, and
Levi Nissley of Dallas Center, Iowa, were
united in marriage on Aug. 12th, a t the Gospel Temple church in Des Moines, Iowa. The
bride's father, Rev. H. W. Landis, officiating.
May God's blessings attend them through life.
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KINER—William O. Kiner, son of Jeremiah
and Sarah Ann Kiner, was born October 9,
1844 a t LaSalle, 111., and departed this life
August 4, 1931, a t the age of 86 years, 9
months and 27 days.
On January 3, 1869 he was united in marriage with Leah Smith a t Ottawa, 111. Trusting in God they lived quietly and comfortably,
loved and respected by all who knew them.
Bro. Kiner was converted in 1886 a t a tent
meeting near Green, Kans., and united with
the Brethren in Christ Church. Since that
time he h a s lived a faithful, devoted Christian
life. In his last suffering and affliction, which
he bore with patience, his loving attitude toward his heavenly Comfortor w a s expressed
again and again by Scripture quotations and
song.
He leaves to cherish his memory his beloved
wife; 2 sons: M. G. and W. B. Kiner of Clay
Center, Kans; 3 daughters: Mrs. Dora Moore
of Green, Kans.; Mrs. Lillian Sheets of Detroit, Kans., and Mrs. Grace Endicott of Manhattan, Kans.; also 22 grandchildren, 9 great
grandchildren and 2 brothers and 3 sisters, 2
brothers and 4 sisters having preceded him in
death.
Following a prayer service at the home, the
funeral was held a t the First M. E. Church,
Wednesday afternoon, a t 2:30 o'clock, conducted by Bish. M. G. Engle; assisted by Rev.
H. S. Crider and Rev. John Endicott. Burial
was made in Greenwood cemetery, Clay Center, Kans.

and in times of illness in the family he did
his best for their comfort. The loss of a husband and father will be felt more keenly than
words can express.
In 1920 Charlie was converted and later became a member of the Brethren in Christ
Church. At various times since then he sought
the Lord, expressing a desire and need of Him
in a greater measure.
Besides his wife he leaves to mourn Lhcir
loss the two children, R a y and Rachel; three
sisters, Ellen Heigle of Wilsey, Kan.; Nora
Durrin of Colone, South Dakota, and Annie
Breese of Dwight, Kan.; and many uncles,
aunts, friends and neighbors.
Funeral services were held Sunday, August
16 a t 2 o'clock a t the home and 2:30 o'clock
a t the Zion church and were conducted by
Bishop M. G. Engle, assisted by Rev. C. A.
Frey and Rev. M. M. Book. Interment w a s
in the Union Cemetery.
PROM MISFORTUNE AND MISERY TO
HAPPINESS IN THE LORD
I praise the Lord for salvation, the wonderful gift of His own dearly beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, who took possession of my heart and
surely did ransom my life for God during the
past winter, while attending the little church
of the Brethren in Christ here a t Orlando,
Florida. I want to thank all the many brethren and sisters that visited here during the
winter of 1930, for the patience and kindness
shown towards me in my seventieth year.
The songs sung in the Spirit and the messages delivered by Brothers Wiebe, Wingert,
Engle, and Musser affected the turning point in
ray life; two of the songs always come to my
mind when I think of you: "Ich Leibe Meinen
Heiland" sung by the ministers and, "This
World is Not My Home," sung by the Walters
family; also the altar invitation song sung by
the visiting foreign missionary. I t seemed
like an angel was singing. These together
with t h e kindness and tolerance of Bro. and
Sr. Snoke, and that of the foreign missionary
helped to bring me out of a positive darkness
into the marvelous light of Christ—to accept
Him and to love God's Holy Word; the blessed
Holy Bible. The richest of all blessings have
become mine a t my advanced age, so I have
much to praise the Lord for. May I ask your
prayers that the dear heavenly Father keep
t h a t which I have committed unto Him and
that He will continue His blessing of good
health upon me.
Rosa Herndel,
Orlando, Florida.

Lesson Illustration
Blessed
Jk

second

thought

He rose

again.

G E N T L E M A N in one of our great
cities stood looking at a picture in a
CHANGE OF ADDRESSES—Be sure to give both the
old and new addresses. Address all business letters to
store window.
It was a picture of the
E. V. Publishing House
crucifixion of Jesus. Suddenly he became
Nappanee, Indiana
aware that a street boy was standing at
his side. "That's Jesus," said the boy. T h e
Permanent Church Headquarters
man made no reply, and the boy continued,
Messiah Rescue and Benevolent Home
"Them's Roman soldiers," and after a mo1176 Bailey Street
Harrisburg, Pa.
ment, "they killed Him." " W h e r e did you
Attention of General Conference Secretary
FOKTKEY—Owen "William Fortney, son of
learn that?" asked the man. "In a little
Irvin and Hazel Fortney, was born April 3,
Treasurers of the Different Boards
1927, died July 31, 1931 a t his home from in- Mission Sunday School around the corExecutive Board— Jacob T. Ginder, Manheim, Pa.
juries received from burns, aged 4 years, 3
Foreign Mission Board — Graybill Wolgemuth, Mt.
months and 28 days. Beside his parents he is ner," was the reply. T h e man turned and
survived by one brother and two sisters, two walked thoughtfully down the street. H e
Joy, Penna.
grandmothers, and one grandfather.
D. W. Heise, Gormley, Ontario, Canadian Treasurer.
Home Mission—Aimer Martin, Elizabethtown, Pa.
The Lord has taken a little bud home to had not gone far when he heard a youthful
Albert Reigle. Ridgeway, Ont., Canadian Treasurer.
bloom in heaven. He was a child of loving voice crying, "Say, mister! say, mister!"
Beneficiary and Poor—D. R. Eyster, Thomas, Okla.
disposition, and a member of the Five Forks
Publication Board—Charles E. Clouse, Nappanee, Ind. Sunday School.
T h e gentleman turned to see his friend of
Sunday School Board—Wm Page, Detroit, Kansas.
May the Lord comfort these sorrowing
Tract Committee—R. I. Witter, Navarre, Kansas.
the street hurrying toward him. "Say,
hearts, is our prayer.
Funeral services were held Aug. 2nd a t the
New Guilford Church, conducted by Bish. La- mister!" said the boy, "I wanted to tell you
ban W. Wingert. Texts: Isa. 40:11; Amos 4:12. that H e rose again." Blessed second
When it comes to high flyers some birds
Interment was made in cemetery adjoining.
thought! that message which was nearly
really go up in the air. T. H. Harrison
of Pembroke, college, Cambridge, reports
TEASE—Charles Archibald Teare was born forgotten by the boy, is the message which
in Dickinson county, Kan., February 21, 1884,
in Nature, the British Journal of Science,
and departed this life suddenly August 12, has been coming down through the ages.
a flock of wild geese flying at an altitude
1931, a t the age of 47 years, 5 months, 10 It is a message of Easter, this year, and
of approximately 25,000 feet—nearly five
days.
miles up. These high flyers were accidentFor the past 18 months he suffered consid- every year, a message of the eternal
erably from his illness of heart trouble which
ally "shot" in a photograph of the sun.
triumph of life over death, a triumph which
caused
his death.
Mt. Everett climbers, professor
Harrison
In the year 1869, his father, Daniel Teare is being continually reinforced in the life
says, have reported lammergeiers, curlews
came to Kansas and homesteaded on the farm
12 miles north of Abilene where Charlie was of the Christian. H e rose again!
and choughs (Old World genus of the crow
born and lived until his death.
family) flying higher than 20,000 feet.
On January 17, 190^ he was-^unitecLin_jmar-_
The highest airplanes have encountered
riage -±»—5if£rxli<r-IreiI«rTacrIcus. To this union
I t is said "education gives one power to
birds, however, is 15,000 feet up, L while_the- two children were born, Ray and Rachel.
During the years of his married life many enjoy his own mind, but the humble opinion
average m i g r a i o ^ J w d s do'their travelling
happy days were spent together. He gave of the writer is it should also cause a man
rftights-ijeTow the 3,000-foot level.
his family due consideration and sympathy, to mind his own business.
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MISSIONARY MEETING AT ROSEBANK,
CANADA
On Thursday evening, August 20, we were
Altoona Mission, in charge of Eld. Herman G. Miller
privileged to have Bro. Roy H. Mann of Wanand wife, 613—4th Ave., Altoona, Pa.
ezi Mission, S. Africa to speak to us. He gave
Buffalo Mission, 25 Hawley St., in charge of Eld.
us a very inspiring message. He spoke of
and Sr. Earl Bossert.
some of the hard things about going also
Chicago Mission—6039 Halstead St., in charge of
some things t h a t made going easy. He gave
us some illustrations of how the natives apSarah Bert and workers. Phone, Wentworth 7122.
preciate
what you do for them. We also apDayton Mission, 601 Taylor St., in charge of Bish.
preciate having the missionaries come to our
W. H. Boyer and Sr. Susie Boyer.
district. An offering was then lifted for
Des Moines, Iowa Mission—1194—14th St., in charge Foreign Missions. May the Lord bless our
of Eld. H. W. Landis and wife.
brother as he speaks at the different districts.
Philadelphia Mission, 3423 N. 2nd St., in charge of
We also appreciate having Bro. and Sr. P. J.
Eld. Clyde Shirk and wife. Bell Phone Garfield 6431.
Wiebe with us for the winter months.
San Francisco Mission, 473 Guerrero St., in charge of
Cor. Ida W. Cassel.
Maggie E. Sollenberger and workers. Phone, Hemlock 1864.
UPLAND, CALIFORNIA
Wetland Mission, 36 Elizabeth St., Welland, Ont., in
charge of Eld. Henry P. and Sr. Lela F. Heisey.
An African Missionary Here—Sr. Martha
Kauffman spoke to us twice on Sunday, Aug.
Rural Missions
9. In A. M. to our Sunday School and in the
evening in the preaching service. Both talks
Bethel Mission, in charge of Eld. and Sr. D. E. Jenvery blest of the Lord. In the evening she
nings, Sylvatus, Va.
told of experiences and blessings of
the
Mt. Carmel Mission, in charge of Elder D. H e i s e
medical work on the field. We were made
and wife, Gladwin, Mich., Star Route.
to again see the value of this line of work in
Kentucky Mission Field, in charge of Elder Albert
winning souls to God. God bless our sister
Engle and wife, Garlin, Kentucky.
as she more fully prepares for this valuable
work.
Orphanages
A Prayer Meeting1 for Beulali College—The
regular
prayer meeting of Wednesday eveMessiah Orphanage, Florin, Pa., Brother Clarence
ning August 19, was used to pray or our
Herr, Steward; and Sister Susie Herr, Matron.
school.
Jabbok Orphanage, Thomas, Okla.
God has helped hitherto and he will henceforth care for every problem that we may
Mt, Carmel Home, Morrison, 111., in charge of Sr.
have
to face if we only are humble enough
Katie Bollinger and workers.
to ask him. God is honored by us especially
if
we
set apart a special time to wait upon
Old Peoples' Home
him.
Messiah Home, in charge of Bro. D. L. and Sister
At Home Again Safely—Bro. and Sr. Allen
Mattie Graybill, 1176 Bailey St., Harrisburg, Pa.
D. Foote arrived here Wednesday evening,
Aug. 26, from their extended auto tour thru
the east. They were gone about four months
and twenty days. God very graciously cared
for them. Their many friends welcome them
back.
C. C. BUKKHOIDEK, Upland, Calif.
Bro. and Sr. J. H. Wagaman in Our Midst—
have had the pleasure of having the above
Dickinson Co., Kans
Oct. 4 We
named in our midst from Tulare County, for
Two Meetings
several weeks. The brother gave us a serSpringfield Ohio
Dec. 4-20 mon from Titus 2, on Sunday A. M. Aug. 23.
His theme was "The Beautiful Ornaments of
a Christian." We believe many hearts were
HARVEST MEETINGS
blest.
J. H. B., Cor.
Pennsylvania
Lancaster—7:00 p. m
Sept. 20
ORLANDO, PEA.

City Missions

Evangelistic Slate

TiOve Feasts
Wainfleet and Howick
Sept. 19, 20
Nottawa
Sept. 26, 27
Markham
Oct. 3, 4
Bertie
Oct. 10, 11
Walpole
Oct. 17, IS
Clarence Center
Oct. 24, 25
A cordial invitation is extended to all to attend these services.
LOTE FEAST
Love feast at Montgomery Church, Montgomery Dist., on October 3 and 4. R. R. Station. Greencastle, Pa. An invitation is extended especially to ministers.
Jacob M. Myers.
HARVEST MEETING
Harvest Meeting at Cedar Grove Church,
September 26th, 1:30 P. M. Cor.
COMMUNION' SERVICE
On Sunday evening October 25, 1931, there
will be communion services at the Maytown
Brethren in Christ church followed by a series
of revival services. Everyone is invited to
come and enjoy the spiritual feasts of God's
Word with us.
Cor.
COMMUNION SERVICES AND REVIVAL
MEETING ANNOUNCEMENTS
Communion a t Mastersonville, Oct. 17, followed with a revival Oct. 18.
Communion a t Manheim, Nov. 7.
Open a series of meetings at Mt. Pleasant,
Nov. 22.
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Dear readers of the Visitor:
Greeting you in Jesus' dear name.
I have felt for some time t h a t I should
write a few lines to the "Visitor, so by the help
of God I will endeavor to do so.
I wish to tell you a little about our work
here at this place. Perhaps some of our people think that the work in Florida does not
amount to much, but we are glad to say that
God is working wonderfully a t present.
On May 17th we took into the church a
dear old sister 75 years old. She was a member of the Catholic Church all her life. When
she left the Catholic Church and came to the
Brethren we asked her a few questions as to
how she wanted some things made. She just
looked up with a smile and said she wants
to look like mother Snoke, meaning she wanted the cape, dress, covering like mother
Snoke's. She is a German woman, and cannot testify in English or pray as we can, but
the expression on her face and her German
testimony that she gives once in a while
shows to us that she has Jesus in her heart.
She has not missed a service in this time.
When she was baptized and came out of the
water her son said the Lord showed him
through His Word, Luke 1:6, that he also
should follow in the ordinance of baptism, so
immediately after his mother came out of the
water he stepped in and was baptized.
Aug. 5, a young man and a young woman
raised their hands for prayer. The following
Sunday morning the young man came to the
altar, the following Wednesday evening at
prayer meeting the young woman knelt for
prayer, so we ask you to remember these
two dear young people in your prayers that
the power of God may reach them before it is
too late. While in our prayer meeting a few
weeks ago, we sang "Can a Boy Forget His
Mother's Prayer" the young man could not
stand that, it was too much for him, so he
went out of the church. The following Sun-

day after our morning services we went down
to their home and had prayer with them, and
he said we were the first people that ever
came into their home and had prayer with
them except his mother, so you see there are
needy souls every where even in Orlando.
We have a nice Sunday School this summer,
the attendance is double that of last year. We
have forty-four enrolled. Some Sundays we
have as many as fifty-eight and our prayer
meetings are more than doubled what they
used to be. So we have great reason to
praise the Lord.
Oh, we feel the need of the work more
than we ever did since we are here. I sometimes wonder if God would place a scene or a
picture before our eyes of lost men and women going down to destruction, if we would sit
still and watch them going down, or whether
there would be more volunteers. The harvest truly is plentiful and the laborers are
few. Truly the fields are ripe to harvest, but
where are the reapers?
My prayer is that the Lord will send some
one into this part of His vineyard and help
gather in precious souls for His kingdom.
Yours for the Master,
C. E. Snoke.
OUR TRIP TO VIRGINIA
Dear readers of the Visitor family:
Greeting.
By request I write this short letter of my
trip to the Virginia mission. On May 16 accompanied by Bro. Earl and Sr. Barbara
Heisey, and Bro. Cyrus Lutz from Landisville,
I went to the Virginia mission near Sylvatus
where I was engaged in a series of meetings.
I enjoyed blessed fellowship with the
brethren at the mission. We also had services
at a few out places where we found hungry
hearts who received the message of love with
joyful hearts.
Surely our hearts were encouraged when we
saw this needy work in this noble field of
God's universe. Here sister Heisey has opened
a Bible and day school which is proving a
great blessing to the boys and girls near
Bethel Mission.
While enroute to the mission, we passed
over part of the battle field of Gettysburg on
to the beautiful Shenandoah Valley where we
saw beautiful orchards being sprayed and
cared for by the farmers. There were wheat
fields in heads with the spring crops looking
fine. Now and then we caught the chirp of
a bird along the way with its song of melody
and praise to its God and Maker. We saw
God's handiwork as we looked across the valley and hills. Surely we could well say,
"What hath God wrought?"
Among' God's wonders on this route we find
the natural bridge by which God made it possible for a road to be built without building
a bridge. They tell us this bridge saves many
miles of road.
Tourists passing on the Lee Jackson highway enroute to Florida from Hillsville are only
about eight miles from the mission at this
point and I think it would be well worth while
to pay our dear band of workers a visit and
see what they are doing in the harvest field
for lost souls. It would be an encouragement
to both visitors and our brethren at this place.
May God richly bless this needy field is our
prayer.
Tours for lost souls,
Clayton M. Engle,
Hummelstown, Pa.

Please Take Notice
A mail pouch containing mail addressed
to the E. V . Publishing House fell under
the wheels of a fast moving train on
September 8th and some of our mail was
almost totally destroyed. Some pieces
could not be identified. Should you have
written us between Septembr 1st and 7th
and failed to get an acknowledgment of
your letter please write us so that your
communication can be duplicated.
REPORT OE HARVEST MEETING OP
NORTH PRAN3C1IN DISTRICT
The annual harvest home praise service of
the North Franklin District was held on August 20th at the home, of Bro. and Sr. Irvin O.
Musser. Morning, afternoon, and evening sessions were held with large attendance, eighteen ministers being present. Arrangement
was ma.de for a children's meeting in the
afternoon which resulted in a very interesting occasion for the children. Because the
weather was very desirable for the occasion

(Continued
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The Codex and Other
Translations
j^N our cover page is shown the picture
of a Samaritan priest handling with
zealous care a copy of the Samaritan Pentateuch and known as the Codex, which is
still preserved at Shechem, the center of
Samaritan worship. It was written about
1218 in a modified form of the north Semitic alphabet. There still remains a small
Samaritan colony at this place but their
number is yearly growing less.
It will be remembered by our readers
that it was in Samaria that the Savior
met the woman at the well and revealed
to her the fact of His Messiahship, also
stating that the day would come when the
worship of God would be in spirit and in
truth. He also informed her that they
worshiped they knew not what.
How
true were these words of the Savior! For
the famous Codex, sacred as it may seem
to these Samaritans contains only parts
from the Canonical Books. "Concerning
the original writings of the sixty-six books
of our Bible, there is not a single manuscript in existence and has not been for
hundreds of years," says a writer in "Our
Young Convenanters." Reading further
we note the following:
"Let us remember, that before these
original manuscripts were lost or destroyed, copies and translations had been
made of them. Copies and translations in
Hebrew, Syriac, Greek, Latin, Egyptian,
Ethiopic and Armenian, have been preserved to our times since the olden days
in which these were made.
Strangely enough, the oldest Old Testament manuscripts or copies in existence
are several centuries later in dating than
the oldest N e w Testament manuscripts.
There are now accessible to men who
make a special study of old Bible manuscripts some 2,000 N e w Testament ones.
There is no trace—at least none has so
far been found—of the original writings of
the Apostles. One of the old Christian
Church fathers tells us that these original
writings were burned when the Christian
churches were destroyed by emperor Diocletian of Rome, in the persecutions ordered by him. But about 301 A.D., Eusebius, one of the leaders in the Church, restored or reproduced from copies of the
originals some fifty other copies of the
Scriptures for the Christian churches of
Constantinople.
Some twenty years later in the same
city two manuscripts, that have since been
found and preserved, namely the so-called
Sinaitic and Vatican manuscripts, were
reproduced.
From the fourth century on there was a
steady increase in the reproduction of
Greek N e w Testament manuscripts, including the famous Alexandrian and Ephraem.
It is estimated that of these old copies
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and translations there are to be found today in a number of the world's great libraries an aggregate of no less than 3,829
Bible manuscripts. They have been gathered in from Turkey, Egypt, the Aegean
Archipelago, Cyprus, Greece, Italy, ancient
Macedonia, Palestine, Africa and the Sinaitic Peninsula.
W h a t a wonderful interest there has
been in the Bible by so many peoples, since
the days when its varied books were first
written! It is truly the world's greatest
achievement in the realm of book-making!
And as we begin to think of the translation of the Bible into the modern languages, you will find that story no less
amazing and fascinating!"

viction and certainty to convince men of
the truth of the gospel.

Golden Chains
"More things are wrought by prayer
Than this world dreams of. Wherefore,
let thy voice
Rise like a fountain for me night and day.
For what are men better than sheep or
goats
That nourish a blind life within the brain,
If, knowing God, they lift not hands of
prayer
Both for themselves and those who call
them friends? ?
For so the whole round earth is every
way
Bound by gold chains about the feet of
God."
—Tennyson.

Lessons from My Typewriter
By Mary H.

Augsburg

My typewriter has some striking resemblances to my religious experiences. Please
don't think me irreverent, for I have learned some useful lessons from sources even
more obscure than that of the humble little
machine that is always ready to do my
bidding.
When I was learning my keyboard I was
often in doubt as to the location of a certain letter or character, and I would make
a hesitating, uncertain stroke. The result
was always dim or blurred. That's the way
it is with my prayers. If I am ever in
doubt as to whether the thing I am asking
for is in harmony with God's Word, if I
am not quite sure that I am standing on
a definite promise, I find myself asking in
a hesitating, doubtful way. In other words,
I waver in my faith and the results of
such praying are never definite, such as I
obtain when I "come boldly to the throne
of grace," and "draw near in full assurance of faith."
Then, too, if ever I approach a person
in need of spiritual help and do not have
a definite, tested-and-proved message to
bring, I make a hazardous, uncertain stroke;
and the results are as uncertain as was my
message. It takes a note of personal con-

Sometimes I have shifted my position
on the typewriter without knowing it. I
have reached too far, or not far enough to
touch a certain key, and that false position
would throw everything I did wrong until
I righted myself. Just so, when we place
too much or too little emphasis on any
Christian doctrine or religious exercise,
that false position will place us in wrong
relationship to everything in the kingdom
of God. For instance, if we come short in
our prayer life, or neglect to study the
Word of God, we will be able to accomplish
very little along any line until we set ourselves right on this point. One sin will put
us completely out of harmony with God,
and must be repented of before we can resume the relationship of a child in the
kingdom.
There's another thing, too. If my position on my machine is wrong, no matter
how sincerely I think I'm right the results
will be wrong. If I strike the letter Z
thinking I am striking the letter A, the
result will be Z in spite of my sincerity.
It is perfectly possible to be right; therefore persons to whom I write are not supposed to excuse illegibility or serious errors. Just so, again, with our Christian
experiences. We may be very sincere, and
yet be wrong. But if we have not taken
the trouble to inform ourselves, we are not
to be excused because of ignorance. God
has made the way of salvation within the
reach of all. "If any man will do His will,
he shall know of the doctrine." So our
difficulties usually are not mental so much
as moral. We can not expect God to excuse our wrong doings when we could have
known the right way had we taken the trouble to find out.
Then that typewriter which is usually so
ready to serve will not do its best work,
unless it receives some attention and care.
It must be kept clean and supplied with oil.
It must have a new ribbon occasionally. I
can not expect a typewriter to do good work
indefinitely without care, just because it is
a good make of machine and did splendid
work when I bought it. Neither can we
expect to keep a good, fresh, Christian experience without keeping out the grime of
worldliness, and keeping it well oiled with
prayer, and getting some fresh supplies of
knowledge from the Scriptures now and
then. The fact that we have a wonderful
experience of salvation will not keep us
saved forever, unless we nurture and care
for it. No delicate machine was ever so
sensitive to neglect, or so responsive to
care and proper use, as is that wonderful
spiritual life within us implanted by God
and held in trust for His glory.
Thou shalt fear the Lord thy God; him
shalt thou serve, and to him shalt thou
cleave. Deut. 10:20.
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Special Conference Notice
Through some oversight for which I am unable to account at this date. The following two
actions in connection with the adoption of the
General Executive Board's Conference Report,
failed to be included in the finished file and do
not appear in General Conference Minutes.
Those interested or affected will be governed
accordingly.
O. B. ULERT.,
General Conference Secretary.

EMANUEL HELTZEL PROPERTY
Whereas, By the terms of the will
of the late Bro. Emanuel Heltzel of
Cessna, Bedford County, Penna., the
church in Penna., has become the recipient of a certain dwelling house and
lot of ground, situated in Bedford
County; and
Whereas, Bro. Harvey Stoner of
Martinsburg, Pa., and Bro. Emanuel
Oldham of Wolfsburg, Pa., have received legal advice of this bequest,
and
Whereas, It is the sense of the
brethren of Blair and Bedford county,
that this property should be sold at
the earliest possible date, in order
that the proceeds be used in the furtherance of the work of the Lord;
therefore
Resolved, That we recommend that
General Conference authorize the
above named brethren, Harvey A.
Stoner, of Martinsburg, Pa., and
Emanuel Oldham, of Wolfsburg, Pa.,
to negotiate the sale of this property
at whatever price may seem proper
to them and report the same to the
General Executive Board, who shall
by and through the advice of their attorney draw the proper papers, according to Constitution and By-Laws
3f the church, for its proper conveyance; and further
Resolved, That the net proceeds of
the said sale be turned into the General Executive Board Treasury, until
the convening of Pennsylvania State
Council of 1932, when proper and
final disposition shall be made of the
same.
ANNUAL ASSESSMENT
Whereas, There is no indication
'that the financial obligation, of the
General Executive Board treasury
will be lessened during this Conference year; therefore,

Resolved, That we recommend an
assessment of twenty cents per member for the Conference year of 1931;
and
Resolved, That Conference hereby
urge the overseers of the different
districts throughout the brotherhood,
to instruct the respective district
treasurers to remit this per member
assessment sum, to the General Executive Board treasurer, Elder Jacob
T. Ginder, Manheim, Penna., on or before October 1, 1931; and thus not
only promptly meet the obligation to
the General Executive Board, but as
well relieve the treasurer from the
needless and unkind worries of repeated and continual notations during
the entire year.
Reports
(Continued

from page 297.)

many of our older brethren and sisters were
present. Seven of them were past four score
years of age. Thank God for His keeping
power being manifest in the lives of these
precious old saints. This thought remains
with us—how important it is to give God
thanks each day of our lives.—Mt. Rock Cor.
REPORT OP THE SUNDAY SCHOOL MEETING OP NORTH FRANKLIN DISTRICT
The eighteenth annual Sunday School
meeting of the North Franklin District of
Pennsylvania w«,s held on Sept. 5th in the
Mt. Rock meeting house with a large attendance of Sunday School workers present. The
following subjects were very ably discussed:
1st. "Are as Many of Our S. S. Children
Coming to the Church as Should and Why?"
by Eld. Amos Sollenberger, Fayetteville, Pa.
Bro. Sollenberger dwelt on the thought of the
children being taught in the home by their
parents. How important this is? Would to
God we as a people were all awake to our responsibility of teaching our children in the
home.
2nd. "The Teacher—His Responsibility," by
Eld. Roy Wenger, Carlisle, Pa. Bro. Wenger's
talk to teachers was very impressive. We
t r u s t God it will be put into practice.
3rd. "The Power, or Point of Contact," by
Eld. C. N. Hostetter, Jr. Bro. Hostetter gave
us many wholesome thoughts concerning the
"point of contact."
4th. "The Truth of the Bible Made Real,"
by Eld. William Asper. Bro. Asper held a
very high standard in his talk. He spoke of
the necessity of having the Bible made real
in our own lives before we can pass it on to
others.
5th. "The Value of Co-operation in S. S.
Work," by Eld. C. N. Hostetter, Jr. Bro. Hostetter made clear the value of co-operation.
And truly co-operation is certainly much needed in S. S. and general church work these last
cold days when sin is abounding. We are
glad to know the Word of God says that
where sin abounds grace does much more
abound.
Eld. C. N. Hostetter, Jr., delivered the evening message and the presence of the Holy
Spirit was manifest. How true it is that we
need these days to give our life to God and
allow Him through the Holy Spirit to have
control of us individually. Only eternity will
reveal the amount of good accomplished
through the effort of this meeting.
—Mt. Rock Cor.

If you want somebody to comfort you
when you need it, go to those who know
the way of God.—C. J. F.
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F r o m T h i s D a y I Will Bless Y o u
(Haggai 2:19.)
(Continued

from page

295.)

ing of God resting upon their labors. The
cities visited witnessed scenes of revival
blessing. That day of humiliation and
prayer was the turning point in their experience. Bliss especially from then on
became a veritable fountain of Gospel
song. God seemed to say to him, " F R O M
T H I S D A Y I W I L L BLESS Y O U . "
Christmas Evans tells in his diary that
one afternoon, as he was travelling alone
a very lonely road to an appointment, he
was convicted of a cold heart. He says,
"I tethered my horse and went to a sequestered spot, where I walked t o and fro in
an agony as I reviewed my life. I waited
there three hours before God, broken with
sorrow, until there broke over me a sweet
sense of His forgiving love. I received
from God a new filling with the Holy
Spirit. As the sun was westering, I went
back to the road, found my horse, mounted
it and went to my appointment. On the
following day I preached with such new
power to a vast concourse of people
gathered on a hillside, that a revival broke
out that day and spread all over W a l e s . "
T h e above incidents should encourage
Christians individually and collectively to
draw nigh unto God, and to take hold of
Him for the needed blessings of His grace.
Certainly God is the same today. Surely
we, too, may have a fulfillment of this
precious promise, " F R O M T H I S D A Y I
W I L L BLESS Y O U . "
Reader: Will you seek Him? Will you
consecrate yourself unto the Lord this day
and receive His blessing?

God's Perfect W a y
"Say not, my soul, 'From whence can God
relieve my care'?
Remember that Omnipotence has servants everywhere.
God's help is always sure. His methods
seldom guessed;
Delay will make our pleasure pure,
Surprise will give it zest.
His wisdom is sublime, His heart profoundly kind;
God never is before His time, and never
is behind:
Hast thou assumed a load which few
will share with thee,
And art thou carrying it for God—
And shall He fail to see?"
The early history of coffee as a beverage
is obscure, but it is believed that the coffee tree was originally found by Arab
travelers in the Ethiopian province of Kafa
about 1,000 years ago. The plant acquired
the name "coffee" from Kafa, and seed
was taken from Kafa to Arabia, whence it
was gradually introduced to the rest of
the world.
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Your Gifts Appreciated

FOREIGN MISSIONS
Names and Addresses
FOREIGN MISSIONARIES
Africa
MATOPO
Elder and Mrs. I.. I). Steckley, Elder and Mrs. C. F . Eshelman,
Mrs. Sallie K. Doner, Matopo Mission, Bulawayo, S. Rhodesia, South Africa.
MTSHABEZI
Elder and Mrs. W. 0. Winger, Miss Sadie Book, Mrs. Naomi
Lady, Miss Mary Brenaman, Miss Lois Frey, Mtshabezi Mission, Private Bag, Bulawayo, S. Rhodesia, South Africa.
WANEZI
Elder and Mrs. H. J. Frey, VVanezi Mission, Filabusi, S. Rhodesia, South Africa.
MACHA
Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Winger, Miss Anna R. Engle, Miss Annie M.
Winger, Macha Mission, Choraa, N. Rhodesia, South Africa.
SIKALONGO
Elder and Mrs. Myron Taylor, Mr. and Mrs. Cecil I . Cullen,

Arrived Safe
News of the safe arrival at N e w York
of Eld. H. H. Brubaker and wife, Supt.
of our African Missions, reached us Sept.
8. They did not report the date of their
arrival, but reported a pleasant voyage.

Announcement
Reservations have been secured for Sr.
Martha Kaufman, missionary to Africa, to
sail from N e w York on an American Merchant Line Boat, sailing September 25th.
Sister Kaufman expects to take a nine
months course in Training in London, before going to the field.
A farewell meeting has been arranged
for her on Sunday evening, September
20th at the Messiah Home, Harrisburg,
Pa., at 6:30 Standard Time.
The home-coming missionaries,
Bro.
and Sr. H. H. Brubaker, due to arrive
September 3rd or 4th are also expected to
be present and take part.
F O R E I G N MISSION BOARD,
I. W . Musser, Secretary.

India News Notes
H P H E new school building and dormitory at Saharsa are now in use. T h e
girls, teachers, and missionaries, join in
sending thanks t o all who had a part in
making this possible.
"The poor ye have always," is quite
true these days. Daily strong able bodied
men come to the Mission begging for
work, saying " W e have nothing to eat."
Times are hard. Grain is cheap but they
have no money to buy it. T h e grain
fields look promising. W e hope for an
abundant harvest.
The annual fall influenza epidemic visited the Supaul Mission compound the last

Miss Anna Eyster, Sikalongo Mission, Choina, N. Rhodesia,
South Africa.

India
SAHARSA
Saharsa, B. N. W. By., Dist. Bhagalpur, India. Elder and Mrs.
A. D. M. Dick, Elder and Mrs. Charles Engle, Miss Anna
M. Steckley.
SUPAUL
Supaul, B. N. W. By., Dist. Bhagalpur, India, Elder and Mrs.
(I. E. Paulus, Miss B. Ella Gayman.

M a n y phases of our Mission W o r k are
entirely dependent on your special gifts.
Current expenses have so depleted the
General Fund, that the following specials
need your hearty support.

For India
Native Workers Fund
Orphanage Fund
Propagation Fund
Medical Fund

F o r Africa
African Special Fund

Home on Furlough
Miss Martha Kauffman, 319 Spruce St., Abilene, Kansas.
Eld. R. H. Mann, Mountville, Pa. Care G. J. Mann.
Miss Effle Rohrer, Ludlow Falls, Ohio.
Elder and Mrs. H. II. Brubaker, 317 S. High St., Mechanicsburg, Pa.
Mrs. Grace P. Steigcrwald, 241 Chestnut St., Marion, Ohio.
Care of B. F . Stauffer.
(Retired.)

These Contributions should be sent to
Graybill Wolgemuth, M t . Joy, Pa., and
will be forwarded for the purpose designated.

two weeks. Twenty-eight of our people
were down. All are about again.
The
disease is still raging in the bazar and villages.
Sr. Paulus is gradually regaining strength
since her operation in July. Bro. Paulus
had his tonsils removed a few days ago.
They hope to return to Supaul in a few
days.

work, which was in sore need of development
in many of the country districts and which,
she pointed out, was almost as greatly needed
by the whites as by the natives.
The Princess concluded by declaring that
the mission stations of South Africa were a
source of incalculable inspiration and succour
and she appealed for funds to help them to
keep going.

W e met at Saharsa on Aug. 7th for our
monthly prayer day. The Lord touched
our hearts. T h e general topics for prayer
were—"Guidance in the arrangements of
the sale of the Darjeeling Rest Home"; "A
Spiritual awakening among the young people in the Indian Church;" " A speaker for
our fall convention"; "For our C o - W o r k ers in Africa."
SOME MOCK AT MISSIONARIES
The Earl of Athlone and Princess Alice,
the Countess of Selborne and Archbishop
Carter and Mrs. Carter were present at a
meeting in mail week of the South African
Church Institute in London, Lord Athlone being in the chair. The object of the meeting
was to acquaint sympathizers with the aims
and ideals of the Institute and to appeal for
financial and other help for the work.
The Princess's Testimony
Princess Alice, who spoke with obvious
sincerity and deep feeling, said t h a t she was
speaking only on the insistence of Archbishop
Carter. But as South Africa had been her
home for so long she felt she really could
give personal testimony to the value of mission work in South Africa 'and the need of
help in which a struggling and earnest band
of missioners stood.
"And there is only one way in which we
at this distance can give that help," she
added, "and that is by giving money, without which some most promising work will be
crippled."
It was rather a custom among some people
said the Princess, to mock at missionaries as
worse than useless. "Some of them may be
foolish," she agreed, "good people who have
made mistakes, but surely we do not meet
that type only upon the mission field!" She
wished her hea,rers could meet some average
missionaries and see t h e difficulties
they
laboured under, not merely to convert the natives but to teach them to lead Christian
lives among their own people.
Princess Alice then spoke of the need of
the natives for education and said that the
Church in South Africa was gradually leading the white people to realization of thenobligations to the natives. She emphasised
the value of the medical side of the Church's

MAN SWALLOWED BY A PYTHON
Five Burmese went hunting in the jungle
near Thaton, and one, Maung Chit Khine,
took refuge from a rainstorm under a big
tree, and was not seen alive again, states
the Rangoon correspondent of "The Times."
His companions found his loin cloth and
slippers and a python from 20 to 30 feet
long lying near by, with its stomach greatly
distended.
The men killed the python and took it to
hospital. The body of Khine was found inside the snake. He had been swallowed feet
first.
A CHIEr ATTACKED
If there is such a beast as a "rogue buffalo," one of such title ran amok in Chipwemwe's village last Tuesday.
The village is on the south slope of Tumbalimba Mountain in the Cholo district, some
eight miles from Malamula Mission. In the
early hours of the morning a scream from
an infant playing in the Bwalo brought its
mother to its rescue as the great bull charged
down upon the frightened child. The poor
woman caught the full force of the charge,
and in a moment was reduced to a mangled
mass. The confusion brought
Chipwemwe
from his hut just as the maddened beast awaited another victim. So sudden was the
attack that the chief had no time for escape.
A great horn pierced his right leg in its
thickest part, leaving a huge gash of five
inches in length on the front and no less than
three inches at the back. As the chief fell,
his right side was trampled and five ribs
broken. Another man was forthwith attacked
and severely mauled.
Brought Down
A runner set off to call Dr. Marcus of
Malamulo Mission Hospital. The doctor
hastened to the scene of the tragedy with
two members of the staff. After rendering
first aid to the wounded, he sought the mad
beast, which was in a few hours found in
hiding and brought down by the doctor's rifle.
The horns of the animal were of great size,
and it is supposed this very old bull was
driven from the herd by a younger rival as
no trace of any others could be found in the
vicinity.
The woman died on her way to hospital.
Chipwemwe lies in a critical condition, but
with fair hopes of recovery. His wounds
presented a painful sight as the doctor
cleansed and stitched them up the next
morning after the tragedy. The other man,
being less severely wounded, will soon be
able to return to his home.
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After Nine Years
By H. H.

Brubaker

U N T E D day by day nine years is a
C Olong
time. Viewed in the light of
eternity it is infinitesimal. Nine years constitutes nearly one-seventh of the allotted
span of man's life. Nine years gave, roughly, three thousand, two hundred and
eighty-five days in which to live. This
would give us seventy-eight thousand, eight
hundred and forty hours. A long time, a
very long time when you think of it.
Nine years ago to-day .the writer left
his home on the first stage of the long
journey to Africa. To-day again finds him
journeying, this time just a few degrees
south of the Equator with his face set toward home or for the homeland of our
fathers. It is difficult to keep out of our
mind some of the changes that have taken
place during those years that have past.
If we allow the personal element to enter
we trust we will be pardoned. W h e n we
left home we were unmarried. One said,
"You are a fool to go to Africa single.
W h e r e will you get a wife?" Of what was
before us we knew little. Geographically
we could locate Africa on the map. W e
knew the aborigines were supposed to be
black in colour; many of them still unlearned and without Christ. T h e distance
to Africa we were told, by some, is great,
by others it is just across the corner. W e
were prepared for different customs to a
degree. W e had been given intimations
of difficulties and trials to be encountered.
W e were assured of God's presence and
help. Again others promised to write to
us and pray for us. Some people in
America said it was noble and wise to go
as a missionary. Others just as emphatically said we were foolish and with a
knowing smile turned away letting us
know what they thought of our motives.
In the eyes of some we were courageous
and truly ambitious. T o others it was lack
of "backbone" and common laziness that
urged us. Some told us it was good to
go young; others suggested Christ waited
until he was thirty before commencing His
work.
Well, so much for what we found before we left America. N o w after nine
years what d o we find? T o start with we
are married and know a little of the duties
of a parent. God has been good in that
it pleased Him to give us a loving companion. W e know a little of the way
which was dark and unknown nine years
ago. Our knowledge of the political divisions and the physical features of Africa
has increased. W e found some of the
bumps and holes on the paths of Rhodesia
while riding the bicycle, mule-cart and
motor car. As we climbed bare, granite
kopjes, forded rivers and traveled over
roadless veldt we learned much of geography first hand. W e observed that there
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is a dry and rainy season in Rhodesia.
That there is a time when the rivers are in
flood and a time when you must dig in the
dry parched sand if you are to find water.
Yes, we found black natives; but we also
found that the lust of the white man
brought forth a progeny neither white nor
black, ignored by one race and scorned by
the other. Appalling darkness was then
as now prevalent. There is also the glorious light of the Gospel shining in the
homes and lives of many of Africa's sons.
There are those who could speak t o us in
our language with a fair command of
words. W e did not know there were thousands of Africans engaged in teaching and
preaching the Gospel. W e did not know
that some had been driven from their
fathers' homes because of their faith in
Christ. W e did not think as far, we
should have, there are many here like elsewhere who forsake and oppose the Christ
they once professed to love.
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Nine years will register changes in other
persons and things as well. Recalling the
the personnel of our group nine years ago
we notice that the writer is the only member of that original party here present. One
lies beneath the red clods of Macha. T w o
are labouring faithfully at Mtshabezi. The
other member of that group is enjoying the
benefits of a furlough in America. How
widely separted we are! The call of the
Master leads afar. The missionary group
on the field at the time of our entry has
changed very much. Our leader of that
time has since passed to his reward. W e
have no longer the benefit of his advice.
As we view the resting place of his earthly
remains we receive much inspiration from
the memories his life inspired. Others have
retired from active service on the field.
Again some have gone home and have
been hindered in returning by various circumstances. One has severed connection
with our society and is endeavoring, on
more or less independent lines, to extend
Yes, the distance to Africa is long. Christ's kingdom. T h e movement has
Twenty-three days on the ocean is a very not been away from Africa alone. N e w
long time especially when seasickness grips recruits have come and are carrying on
you. The wait for the first letter was pain- the work. Responsibilities have been
fully long. There are times when you look placed on other shoulders.
away toward the northwest and wish you
After nine years we have one additional
could fly home. W e found Africa to be a station staffed by white missionaries. The
land bound by custom and tradition far number of outstations staffed by natives
beyond what it is possible to imagine. Be- remains about the same. The number of
cause one does a certain thing that his church members has increased. The numgreat grandfather did may not be too bad ber of pupils in our boarding schools is
if the custom is good, but if it be bad it is greater. Mtshabezi, the station on which
easy to imagine what direful results may we first laboured, has an enrollment of
follow. The difficulties anticipated ma- about one hundred and fifty now against
terialized; but in many cases not in the ninety then. Nine years ago one station
manner anticipated. The hardest storms had a motor car. To-day all five are so
always come from unexpected quarters. It equipped. Nine years ago it would have
is the bolt from the clear sky that startles taken three days to travel from Macha to
and shocks one. W e are glad.to add that Sikalongo by ox wagon. A few weeks ago
the assurances of God's presence and help the writer made the same trip in three
have never been found lacking. After hours by motor car. N e w buildings are to
nine years we find the number of letters be found on every mission station which
from America has decreased. W e know did not exist nine years ago.
you meant it when you promised to write
Coming now to some of the changes
regularly but it is easy to forget and we noticeable amongst the natives. W e well
realize due to our absence we are easier remember when we first arrived in Rhoto forget. W e trust you are still praying desia there were perhaps a half dozen of
for us: God and yourselves alone know the natives of our district owning carts of
whether it is so or not. W e still feel after any kind. Perhaps a few more owned binine years that the missionary calling is cycles. None dreamed of being able to
high and noble. It is wise to go anywhere own a motor car. After nine years what
God bids regardless of men's opinions. W e do we see? There are to-day dozens of
have been told since in Africa that it is Scotch carts passing Matopo Mission. At
foolishness to be a missionary. As a mat- a recent Conference of our Native Church
ter of fact the terms used in Africa are about one hundred bicycles were counted.
often more emphatic than kind. Nine At least fifteen of the pupils of the Matopo
years of service does not reveal mission Mission boarding school come on their
work as being a lazy man's work. If the own bicycles. Provision must be made for
missionary is to succeed at this herculean the storing of these cycles during the term.
task he may not be a Rip V a n Winkle. Recently the parents of one of the pupils
Men have differed in opinion and no doubt of Motopo came to visit their son by their
will continue to d o so. It may be best to own motor car with a hired driver. At our
wait until you are thirty before starting last African Conference in Southern RhoChristian work and it may not. These facts desia a native owned and operated bus
remain however; much is to be done, the hauled people to and from Bulawayo a
time allotted man is short and thus it be- distance of thirty miles. There are to-day
hooves us to waste no time.
young men having their suits tailor made
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who nine years ago were youths running
about in loin skins! A native witch-doctor will to-day answer his calls per bicycle.
The mind of the native has undergone a
change. H e is coming into contact with
strange things. N e w ideas are presenting
themselves to him. His mind is dealing
with such things as a living wage; better
homes; race improvement; Africa for the
Africans, etc.
Spiritually we notice
changes. Surely there has been growth
spiritually. He has learned new spiritual
truths. But alas! some untruths have also
been made known to him. He has been
told that man descended from the lower
forms of animal life. The action of some
men have led him to believe the descent
has been steady and rapid. He too has
learned it is possible to choose which portions of the Bible you like and in some
cases does so much to the consternation of
his teacher. The error of "Russellism" has
found its way here and has taken the form
of a fetish religion prompted by N a tionalistic aspirations.
Coming now to conclusions and impressions. Reviewing the past nine years one
must conclude that there has been progress
in all phases of the work. T h e native has
progressed as progress is usually defined.
But in evaluating and comparing the
progress of the native in a material, moral,
and spiritual sense we must take into account their relative and primary values. It
may be unwise to carry our comparisons
too far for comparisons are quite often
odious. There are however certain conclusions which seem to force themselves
upon us. T h e most casual observer will
admit that the spiritual and moral development of the native has not kept pace with
his material development. T h e natural
thing to do is to question why. T h e answer is much more difficult than the
question as usual. T h e soul of any
people changes slowly. T h e riches of
virtue and goodness accumulate after
years of hard effort. There are far
more shops and stores than mission stations and churches. Many more sell goods
over the counter than those who preach
Christ. Excluding holidays, stores are
open for business six days out of seven.
Most churches are open for business one
day out of seven and then only at certain
hours at that. Considerably more money
is spent in selling wagons, bicycles, clothes,
etc., than in selling God's W o r d . Churches
usually use stained rather than plate glass
in their windows.
Is it because their
products must be hid behind something?
Our lives are Christ's show windows by
which he must show his virtues. Are we
good advertisements?
Business chooses
the best men available to carry out its
plans, Christ must use such as will obey
His call.

not error on the side of severity. Are our
own methods as Christian workers perfect? I think not. Can we improve them?
This I think would be possible. D o we
want to improve them? Does it follow that
since we travel twelve times as fast as we
used to that we reach and help twelve
times as many people? Because the natives have accepted so largely our modern
articles have they too accepted our Christ
and His standard of morality? It is vital
that we constantly scrutinize our methods
and keep our true task before us. It is
sometimes suggested that in order to present the Gospel message truly it must be
given from the pulpit. Much that is done
by missionaries and in the name of mission
work is unworthy of them and their high
calling. There is much that is good being
brought to sin benighted people. Many
capable devoted men and women are labouring in obscure places for the advancement of the Kingdom of our Lord. As we
look back we have no regrets in that we
have been listed among that number. W e
do however regret every unused opportunity we allowed to pass, every mistake
made in times of weakness, all that was
unlike and unworthy of our Master. W e
would profit by these mistakes and strive
to make our future labours more fruitful
as the Lord of the Harvest bids.

tures or otherwise prepare a Christian literature.
In addition to this, he must prepare the
people to read the printed word when it is
ready for distribution. This can only be
done by establishing schools, for the
printed word is useless to a man unless he
can read it. Thus the process of learning
a language from the lips of the people and
that of teaching it to them in written form
go hand in hand, and together are generally the first tasks which fall to the new
missionary, and for them he needs great
patience and forbearance. H e will surely
make

How Language Enters the
Missionary's Message

A missionary speaking to a group of
natives is seeking to convey to them a
conception as to the magnitude of an
ocean liner. He tells them it is so large
it could take in all their possessions—the
entire village with huts and granaries;
men, women and children; sheep, goats,
cattle, and chickens. An elder rises and
signals for attention by lifting his staff.
He says he feels honored that the man of
God should visit his village and give them
instruction, but he must confess, he says,
his bewilderment over the statement that
one sheep should ever be found large
enough to swallow up an entire village!

Coming now to examine ourselves and
our own methods. Here we will no doubt

ftEAN K E N Y O N M A C K E N Z I E reminds us that from time immemorial
the languages of pagan Africa have borne
the weight of the traditions and folklore
of a people-without a written record. In
their little bush huts tales are told and
proverbs pass from hand to hand worn
with the handling of generations, but warm
with the spirit of a race whose modes of
expression are adequate vehicles for their
wit and irony, their wistful longing and
mockery.
Into this rich speaking gallery comes the
missionary and "fixes" accuracy by giving
the languages written form. Out of a
Babel of sound he must filter an intelligent
speech—distinguish separate words and
locate them in phrases and sentences. Then
these attributes of speech with their mysterious prefixes, suffixes and infixes must
be classified grammatically. Finally, with
his contribution of Roman letters, the
language becomes literary and books are
made.
The Marvel of the Unwritten
Languages
is that they are so astonishingly accurate
and conform so closely to certain grammatical rules. These rules, of course, are
not recognized by the natives, and must be
discovered and formulated by the missionary before he can begin to write the language consistently. And until he can do so
he is not prepared to translate the Scrip-

Ridiculous
Mistakes
and in many cases they will go uncorrected by the natives so that he must be
prepared to find out after he has been accustomed to saying a thing a certain way
that it does not convey the idea he thought
it did. In many cases the natives listen to
the most amazing blunders without even
the flicker of an eyelash, being outwardly
far too respectful to the white man to correct him, and he may only discover his
mistake by accident after many days. He
may even overhear his boys "taking him
off" sometimes when they do not know he
is around, and he must not be too sensitive to perceive that the joke is on himself.

Both vowel and consonant sounds which
do not occur in English appear in most
African languages, and only a trained ear
can detect them and only a trained tongue
can produce them. This linguistic peculiarity leads the new missionary into many
pitfalls, some amusing and others more
serious. For example, in Kikuyu the difference between the words "call" and
"strangle" is that of a single vowel not
found in the English. One missionary
mother habitually told her native servant
to go and strangle her little daughter when
it was time for her to come to dinner. She
did not seem to be able to use the word
for "call." T h e mistake is not so amusing when it comes from the lips of an earnest preacher who declares God is
strangling people because He loves them.
W h e n one considers that totally wrong
ideas may be conveyed by the misuse of a
word, it is easier to understand why re-
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suits from preaching the gospel often seem
to come so slowly.

he will say hangoda kaya, meaning literally he has gone to his goto, the place where
like an animal he always goes. There is
no hint of a human being there, or family
group, or happiness. There is in existence
no other word, so the translator is forced
to use goto, and in the beginning the idea
of home is not there, and he knows it is
not there; but when the pagan becomes a
Christian, love comes into his language and
home commences to register as a mental
concept. In the beginning his goto was
full of polygamy, microbes and misery, but
he has scarcely begun to say, "Our Father
who art in heaven," before it begins to be
transformed into a home. Christianity
will do that for a barren and unsanctified
language; it will change words of the utmost poverty into the great riches.—John
R. Reibe in M . B. I. M.

prays for the things that loom up largest
in his own mind, and the missionaries are
rarely ever mentioned in prayer.

Spilling the Gravy
Linguistic mistakes are by no means
confined to new missionaries. One missionary had spent years amongst a tribe
of people and was on the eve of leaving
for furlough. Dreading the tearful goodbyes of the people who stood about, he
urged them not to shed tears, as he thot,
by using the word muthoi which means
gravy instead of methoi which connotes
tears. As the idiomatic word of shedding
tears is to spill over, he was actually
pleading with them not to spill the gravy!
Naturally the missionary meets his greatest difficulties when he undertakes to express spiritual truths in these pagan languages, for he does not find in the vernacular words fitted to adequately express
the great ideas of the Bible, such as the
love of God, His grace, His mercy, His
holiness, etc., therefore early translations
are necessarily faulty.
One translation of the N e w Testament
used for many years in Kenya translated
the passage, "If one of the members suffer, all the members suffer with it," to
read, "If one of the members be bitten,
let all the members bif.e with it."
In John 3:3 the double affirmative "verily, verily" is used. In a tentative translation the word "verily" was rendered
titheru, which in the vernacular means "no
joke." Literally, therefore, necessity for
the new birth is put down as no joke.
H o w did it come about? If the Mugikuyu
agrees with you he is almost certain to
express that agreement by saying titheru,
so that word was used. A later translation employs the more dignified
nigwo,
which may be rendered "of a truth."
At the Foreign Missions Conference at
Washington, D. C , in 1925, Rev. E. H.
Richards, D . D., formerly a missionary in
Portuguese East Africa, explained that
some ideas are untranslatable, as, for instance, "Hallowed be thy name." The
thought in the word "hallowed" is so
sacred words will not convey it. T a k e the
name of God as another example. Among
the Zulus it is Unkulunkulu
(the Great
Great). That is a description but not a
translation.
"Go Tell That Fox"
There are other words that present obstacles in translation. For instance, "Go
tell that fox." There are no foxes in
Africa. H o w does the missionary translate that word? By approximation; he
substitutes another animal. T h e jackal is
native to Africa. He is not at all like a
fox and he is not a fox; he is not cunning
as a fox, but he is twice as mean, and the
meanness expressed by the jackal registers
the idea and the native understands what
is meant.
There is no word for home among the
people where Dr. Richards labored. Ask
a man where another is to be found and

Sunshine and Shadow
By Lillian

Hansen

I have come to a fearsome tunnel,
Black as the deepest night;
As I stand at its dim beginning,
The sunshine is hid from my sight.
Thick gloom gathers closer around me,
I hear thunder's ominous roll,
And with each brilliant flash of lightning
Fear buries itself in my soul.
I must enter that dreary tunnel,
For me there is no other way,
But oh, as I slowly enter,
I long for the brightness of day.
But hark! 'Tis a sound in the distance,
Arising resonant and clear,
It seems that the lips of an angel
Glad music has brought to my ear.
" T w o paths you will find in this tunnel,
Beware that you do not roam,
The downward road is treacherous,
But the upward path leads Home."
I obeyed the Voice and followed
The narrow, yet well-marked way,
It brought me onto the hilltop,
T o the sunshine of God's day.

The Mid-Week Prayer
Meeting No. 2
Praying for

Africa

' H A T the prayer meeting needs is
a leader. "All we like sheep have
gone astray, we have turned every one to
his own w a y " may truthfully be said of
our prayers on many a Prayer Meeting
night. Our own worries and cares occupy
our thoughts to such an extent that when
we come to prayer meeting each one

One pastor I know made it his custom
to always pray for the missionaries in his
public prayers. One Sunday night in his
opening prayer he pled for God's blessing
upon the missionaries as usual, not knowing that in the vestibule were standing two
returned missionaries whom he well knew
and who had dropped in on his services
a few minutes late. At the close of the
services, after the usual hand shakes and
greetings, they thanked him for that particular part of his prayer and said further,
" W e go into so many churches and never
hear them pray for the missionaries unless
they know that there are missionaries
present."
This is a sad statement all too true. W e
believe in sending the Gospel t o those
who have not heard. But do we back up
our belief with our prayers? W e excuse
ourselves for not going by saying, "I cannot go, but I can do my part by praying.
But do we do our part? W e bid the missionary goodbye and promise to pray for
him, but in a short time he is forgotten—
left to struggle on all alone. Are we fair
to him? Are we fair to ourselves?
This is just why we said the prayer
meeting needs a leader. It needs one who
will lead the congregation out to the field,
figuratively, to the different stations and
introduce us to the missionaries, the native workers and the native church. Then
show us the work that is being done and
the problems confronting the progress of
the work. This sounds like a tremendous
task, but it is not so hard as it at first
appears. There is not one congregation
in the country where this cannot be done
if each one will do his little part.
Here is a simple and easy way this can
be done. The leader should gather up
items from the published letters and items
in the "Visitor," or from other sources,
so that he can present them to his people
in a clear and brief manner as things to be
prayed for. In making out his program,
the first and important thing should be a
list of the missionaries on the field, those
at home on furlough, and those on the way
to or from the field, if there are any at
the time. Then he should call attention
to conversions, baptisms, and other blessings on the field. A list of the problems
and needs of the work should then be
presented, and call special attention to the
need of M O R E M E N . Each one should
pray earnestly for more men missionaries
that they will easily get the language and
quickly win their way into the hearts of
the natives so they can win them to Christ.
There are other things that should not be
overlooked, such as the health of the missionaries, blessing on the native church,
strength for the new converts to stand true,
and that God will raise up more native
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evangelists and workers. Pray for a
mighty outpouring of the Spirit on each
station.
A prayer meeting once a month especially for Africa would not be out of place
nor too often. India should also have a
special night. A prayer meeting for Africa
should be observed monthly with the same
religious conviction that we ask a blessing
at every meal. This would unite the whole
church in definite prayer, which is just
the object to be sought. W h e n the whole
Church regularly and definitely prays for
one thing then it may with confidence expect God to answer according to his promise.
This way our interest in missions would
be aroused and maintained, and where our
interest is there we will direct our prayers
and also our giving. This will also help
wonderfully in solving the financial problem of missions, for when we get under
a need with our heart and our prayers it
will not be so hard to obey God's voice
in giving. It will also solve the problem
of workers, for when the young people get
interested in missions they will begin to
pray for missions and it will not be long
until God will begin to speak to some of
them in a very definite and precious manner. Let us pray for Africa.

Messiah Bible College
Grantham, Pa.
The summer weeks have passed by with
everything rather quiet around Grantham.
There was no summer school this year
so very few students have been in Grantham during the vacation. The chief activities about the college have been some
changing and repairing in the buildings and
working on the campus. The
Sunday
services have continued as usual thru the
summer with smaller attendance. There
were two missionary meetings this summer. The first one was in charge of Brother and Sister J. A. Climenhaga, and the
second in charge of Sr. Effie Rohrer.
These services were well attended and
proved to be full of interest.
The time is here again for the opening
of school and at this writing the prospects
for enrollment are good. The date of
opening is September 14th. The annual
Home Coming D a y is Friday, September
25th. There is an all day program arranged for this occasion. T h e fall revival
services will commence on Sunday morning October 11th and close with a love
feast on Sunday evening, October 18th.
Eld. C. H. Moyer has been engaged as
the evangelist for this revival. W e invite
all who can to join us in attending these
meetings. Also we again ask that you
pray for us especially for the revival and
the year of school before us.
Cor., Elmer L. Steckley.

:

VISITOR

A Gold-Coast Investment
invester was an elevator operator
T HinE one
of the towering apartment
buildings of the Gold Coast district in
Chicago. W h e n leisure permitted he gave
attention to the reading of a book which
seemed to hold his interest in an unusual
way. He was a student of the Moody Bible Institute, Chicago. The book was the
Bible.
One evening a young man drifted into
the corridor, seeming in no hurry to leave
after visiting a friend in the building. A
cozy corridor is to be preferred to a stormswept pavement.
A conversation was soon thriving between the young men. However it started, it led soon to the question of the student operator, "Friend, are you a Christian?"
"No, I never went in for that business,"
was the response. "Dad says Christians
are narrow-minded, and for me to be decent without becoming a fanatic."
"Don't your parents ever go to church,
or read the Bible?"
"No, dad says all church folks are hypocrites, and that the Bible is mostly fables
and legends."
The student then drew from his pocket
a small Testament, and asked the young
man to read II Timothy 3:16 ("All scripture is given by inspiration of God") and
I Corinthians 2:14 ("The natural man receiveth not the things of the spirit"). He
became interested and began turning the
pages, reading portions here and there.
Happily, when he left a few minutes
later, he had accepted the gift of a Testament, and had signed his name to a Pocket
Testament- League pledge, promising to
carry the Testament with him, and to
read at least one chapter each day.
W e e k s passed; the incident had been
quite forgotten. One evening, in walked
the young man again, smiling and affable.
Greetings were exchanged, and the operator, eager to know if the pledge had been
regarded, asked,
"Well, have you been reading the Testament?"
"Indeed I have, and I have read it
through five times!" was the surprising
answer.
W i t h a prayer in his heart, the student
then advanced a vital inquiry,
"That's fine! Have you signed your
name over there within the back cover, d e .
daring your acceptance of the Lord Jesus as your personal Saviour?"
" N o t yet, but I am ready to do so, and
I came over here tonight so you could see
me do it."
N o t all Gold Coast investments have
turned out so well!
— M . B. I. Monthly.
Even the style of the Scriptures is more
than human.—Steele.
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Newsy Sparks from Other
Anvils
By S. G. Engle
More than 467,000 tons of water pass
over Niagara Palls every minute.
—o—
The ancient capital of Siam—Ayuthia—
has been hidden in the jungle for four centuries.
—o—
In the strongest vaults in the world,
situated in the Royal Mint, London, bullion
worth $350,000,000 is sometimes stored.
—o—
All cotton blooms are white in color on
the first day of blooming, red on the second day, and they fall off the plant the
third.
—o—
Declares U. S., France, England, Japan
Spending Huge Sums Preparing
for Conflict
Clement Voroshilov, commissar of war,
to-day delivered one of his periodic warnings of the outbreak of another great war.
He said that the United States, Japan,
England and France this year would spend
5,700,000,000 gold rubies (about $2,850,000,000) on armaments, compared to only
2,900,000,000 in 1913, and he interpreted
that as indicating clearly that those countries were preparing intensively and rapidly for war.
The above is world peace. Jesus bequeathed to the world His Peace. Not as
the world gives, but my peace.
—o—
If you forgive, and bury the hatchet,
don't let the handle show, it might be a
temptation for use.
Every good work is followed by blessings upon him who does it. It is a divine
law that the good we do comes back to
us.
Let Reptile Attack Her in Test of Faith
Still weak, but apparently improving despite lack of medical treatment, Mrs.
Lois Guire, Tennessee gospel worker, made
arrangements tonight to continue her evangelistic services less than a week after she
was bitten by a rattlesnake in a test of
her religious faith.
She said the snake that bit her at revival
services last Wednesday night was the
eleventh reptile to bury its fangs in her
flesh. "Sister Smothers," as she is called
by her followers, claimed she was incorrectly quoted as saying no snake would
bite her.
"I said no snake could kill me," the
33-year-old evangelist declared. "My faith
is strong enough to heal me."
Jesus said: "Thou shalt not tempt the
Lord thy God." Faith is not fool-hardy.
Faith runs no foolish risks.
•—o—
Sin is expensive, it cost the United States
$1,207,656,821.00 for crime in a year and
to miss God's presence in eternity is far
more expensive.
—o—
The population of London is 8,202,000, of
New York 6,981,000.
—o—
A blackbird bathes at least several dozen times a day. (Should divide up with
some people).

The
SIX MIR A CLES
OF CAIVARY
William R. Nicholson
TABLE OF CONTENTS
CALVARY'S SIX MIRACLES
What do Calvary's solemn scenes
and undeniable facts mean to-day?
They are the pledge and the earnest
of our redemption, therefore of neverending importance. Creeds and experiences fail in proportion as they
omit taking into account the results
of that "costly" transaction. All
Christian faith and every living hope
must cast anchor at Calvary. These
scenes and facts are powerfully illuminated.

The Rending of the Veil
The Miraculous Darkness
The Miraculous Earthquake
The Miracle of the Opened Graves
The Undisturbed Grave Clothes of
Jesus
Revivals to Life in the Calvary
Graveyard
Eighty pages, 4" x TVi ", purple art
stock covers tastefully lettered and
decorated in silver. Five copies $1.00,
fifty or more for group use $15.00 per
hundred. Send 20 cents in coin or
stamps for sample copy. Order a
quantity for distribution to or sale by
your class or congregation

THE SIX MIRACLES OF
CALVARY
This message is a source of rejoicing to the hearts of all true believers,
strengthening to the fearful and faltering, comforting to the depressed and
sorrowing. The Rev. James M. Gray,
D.D. personally urges repeated reading and extended circulation of this
book. He writes:
"I challenge the world of Christian literature to produce in the
same compass, anything on the redemption mysteries of the crucifixion of Christ, comparable in spiritual interest and power.' '

Streams in the desert
For every day in the
year, STREAMS IN
THE DESERT has a
Bible verse and choice
passages for meditation
on that verse. These
passages tell of the victories in life's valleys
and the thrills on life's
mountain peaks as experienced by G o d ' s
leaders of the present
and of the past.
Here are a few words
expressive of the worldwide blessings following S T R E A M S IN
THE DESERT:
"We do not hesitate
to say that this is the
best book for devotional
readings that we have
seen."

Every life has its
desert. It may be the
desolation of sorrow
and sickness. It may
be temptation or testings, poverty or discouragement. Or the
desert may be one of
doubts and perplexity,
barren of peace and joy
and victory.
STREAMS IN THE
DESERT was written
by a missionary called
to go through peculiar
t r i a l s , fierce testings,
and b i t t e r disappointments. God comforted
this missionary not to
make her comfortable,
but to make her a comforter of others. Little
wonder then that the
book has reached out by
the thousands even to
farflung mission fields.

Beautifully bound in red Spanish Fabrikoid, stamped
with gold, 378 pages, $1.50 per copy.
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this beautiful, inspirational Calendar. You
are doing a good deed each time you sell a
Scripture Text Calendar—and you're making a comfortable profit! Practically all
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sight. You won't wonder at that once you've seen it.
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In the first place it has a ready-made marked
created by National Advertising in the principal religious magazines
in the
country.

Special Prices to Churches
and Agents
Quantity
Cost
Sell For
Profit
100 Calendars
$17.00
$30.00
$13.00
200
"
32.00
60.00
28.00
250
"
40.00
75.00
35.00
300
"
45.00
90.00
45.00
Single copy, 30c; 4, $1.00; 12, $3.00; 25, $5.75; 50, $9.00.
All prices slightly higher in Canada.
The regular Advertised Selling Price is 30c thus
affording you a good margin of profit.

An Excellent
opportunity for your class to
earn money for missions,
and at the same time
spread the printed word.

2
It has beauty—thirteen full-color
religious
paintings of suitable size
for framing.
3
It offers inspiration,
instruction, and informa-
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The Nationally
Advertised Calendar
"T h e Scripture Text
Calendar is Nationally
Advertised in the principal religious publications
of the country. It is the
first calendar of its kind
in the field, and has by
far the largest circulation."
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