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By Colleen Dente 
STUDENT WRITER 

It was a summer characterized by 
coming-of-age stories. 

'his past year's movies discussed the 
tuff of heady nostalgia and unhur-
ied imaginings: boys breaking free 
f childhood while still clinging to na-
rete; growing pains uniquely associ-
ted with the simultaneous existence of 
lature childhood and immature young 
dulthood. Mud; The Kings of Sum-
ler; The Way, Way Back; and even 

Monsters University each approached 
the subject in its own way, some more 
successfully than others. The former 
two suggest that nature, adventure, and 
friendship will eventually, inevitably 
concede the keys to freedom. Monsters 
University and The Way, Way Back, 
by contrast, focus on the outcasts, the 
misunderstood, the underdogs - and 
both set their stories in relatively con­
trolled, immediate environments. Set 
loose within small ecosystems unto 
themselves, our summer heroes writhe 
within the borders of a quintessen­
tial college campus and a seen-better-
days family water park, respectively. 
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Monsters University reintroduces the 
audience to Mike Wasowski (Billy 
Crystal) and James P. "Sully" Sullivan 
(John Goodman) in their formative 
years, nearly unrecognizable despite 
minimal physical change. The genial 
monsters (previously witnessed as 
confident and admirable at the height 
of their scaring careers) are humbled 
severely by college. They are not 
friends; in fact, they are more like ene­
mies. Mike is not a good fit for the pres­
tigious scare program - the "crown 
jewel" of MU - but is determined to 
make his dream a reality. Sully coasts 
on the goodwill of his father's name, 
and despite having the right physical-
ity, struggles with a constant sense 
of failure. Circumstances push them 
together, however, and the pair must 
figure out how to balance each oth­
ers weaknesses for either to succeed. 

The Way, Way Back puts us in the 
awkward 14-year-old shoes of Dun­
can (Liam James), an average kid 
whose major flaw is, tragically, being 
14. Duncan is looking for any adult 
to display evidence of sanity: some­
one to acknowledge the banality of 
what he perceives while still reassur­
ing him that adulthood contains more 
than heartbreak, disappointment, and 
dead ends. Seeing through the adults' 
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increasingly desperate charade, Duncan 
finds unexpected truth and friendship 
in the local water park's manager, Owen 
(Sam Rockwell). Like the park, Owen has 
seen his heyday; and like the park, real­
ity often fails to live up to expectations. 
Owen's relentless optimism, however, 
sustains both the park and those around 
him - including Duncan, who discov­
ers a bit about his own strength as well. 

The heightened reality of each protago­
nist's surroundings cause their flaws 
to be laid bare. It is uncomfortable to 
see those we care for arrive at the end 
of their own resources: to squirm un­
der pressure, to fail spectacularly when 
given a chance simply because failing 
is all that has come before. But growth 
is The incremental - it happens in the 
small, deliberate tweaking of our at­
titudes and orientations towards oth­
ers and ourselves. The best movies 
this summer remained truthful about 
this process; and when truth is told, it 
doesn't much matter whether the hero 
is a shy, 14-year-old kid or a shag­
gy monster and his one-eyed friend. 

Monsters University and The Way, Way 
Back will come to campus as part of SAB 
Lost Films' semester series. For more 
information visit facebook.com/sablost-
films or email sablostfilms@gmail.com. 


