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September 30, 2005 magazine 

"Blackwork" exhibits explores fantasy and life 

Sarah Catherine Ginolfi 
Staff Writer 

If Dr. Seuss were to design a rollercoaster 
or a jungle gym what would it look like? Breon 
Gilleran may just have the answer. 

In the Aughinbaugh Gallery located in 
the hidden lower level of the Climenhaga Fine 
Arts Center exists a charming glimpse into a 
fantasy world that Gilleran created based on 
blackwork artistry. 

Blackwork is named after a style of black silk 
embroidery thought to have its roots in Spain and 
the Middle East. Gilleran incorporated the skill of 
blacksmithing into her work using forged steel in 
order to create dichotomist environments of isola­
tion and connection. Perhaps what is best able 
to describe the work, she notes in her portfolio, is 
Plato's mania or, "a sacred madness of enthusiasm 
and inspiration." 

During Family Weekend I had the opportunity 
to stroll through the gallery with my mom and, 
although neither of us had any official experience 
in critiquing art, we both felt a sense of entrancing 
magnetism to her work. 

The largest piece on display entitled Modular 
Accretion is a semi-circle of nightmarish steel weld­
ing that my mom noted: "simply invites you to go 
in" So, she did ... but don't tell. 

Another welded piece called Phenotype gives 

the impression that the skewed cubes are having 
a lively go at "king of the mountain," a frenzied 
children's game. 

However, if my mom and I were to get caught 
up in only the physical forms on display, we may 
have missed the most intrinsic element to Gilleran's 
fantasy: the shadowy mayhem inspired by the physi­
cal works. 

After allowing the immediate attraction to 
the tangible items in front of me to subside, I was 
able to see the contrastive dark on light confusion 
portrayed on the white-washed walls surrounding 
the sculptures. So, what you see is not always what 
you get. In order to experience Gilleran's work as 
it seems to be intended, one must be equipped 
with an open mind and an ability to see beyond 
tangible illusion. Does the term "Christianity" ring 
a bell for anyone? 

In addition to the steel work, Gilleran has also 
displayed pieces from her drawing and etched work 
collections that also create fanciful environments 
despite their use of what appears to be only two 
dimensions. 

So, what now? See for yourself: 
Blackwork, will remain on display at the gal­

lery until Oct. 9. In addition, Gilleran will be at 
the Aughinbaugh Gallery to discuss her work on 
Friday, Oct. 7 at 6 p.m., with a reception to follow. 
Admission to all of the above comes highly recom­
mended and free of charge. 

Editor continued from page 4 

between the church's teaching and comprehensive 
sex education. The school's voice is silenced. 

By mentioning the condom failure rate, the 
filmmakers appear to be fair but again select facts 
to accomplish a purpose. After the teacher speaks, 
another person says that means condoms offer an 
85 percent level of protection, but nowhere do the 
filmmakers point out that this refers only to preg­
nancy prevention. The failure rate of condoms for 
stopping transmission of the AIDS virus begin at 
15 percent and many studies indicate the actual 
failure rate is much higher. According to the US 
Centers for Disease Control, condoms offer almost 
zero protection against HPV (genital warts) which 
is-the most common STD in the country, which is 
spread among teens through oral sex as well as 
vaginal sex, and which has no cure. 

Shelby strongly believes that teens could 
avoid pregnancy and disease if they had better 
classroom instruction on the use of condoms. 
Having worked at the Capital Area Pregnancy 
Centers for almost 20 years, I always ask my 
clients if they had a condom. "Yes," they reply. 
Did they use it? "No, it was in the glove compart­
ment/purse/wallet." National studies indicate that 
teens, even when they know about condoms and 
have access to them, do not begin using them 
consistently for the first one to two years of sexual 
activity. By that time, many are already pregnant 
or have contracted diseases. 

The problem at Shelby's school is not teen 
pregnancy. Scripture tells us children are a gift 
from the Lord. The problem is not a lack of educa­
tion or even a lack of condoms. The problem is 
sexual activity. Abstinence, from all forms of sexual 
intimacy, is the only solution to that problem. 
Messiah students who want to help teens make 
better choices about sexual activity can volunteer 
with the "I'm Worth Waiting For" program at the 
Agape Center. Let's offer teens health and hope, 
not condoms. 

Emily Chase 
Coordinator of Educational Services 
Capital Area Pregnancy Center 
2515 Gettysburg Rd. 
Camp Hill, PA 17011 

Films continued from page 6 

mentary To Have and to Be (2002), which follows 
the classroom of Georges Lopez, who is the only 
teacher for students ages four through 1 1 at the 
one-room schoolhouse in the French countryside. 
Scratch (2001) sheds light on the fascinating history 
of turntablism and the deejaying industry, and if this 
interests you be sure to check out its 1983 graffiti/ 
break dancing PBS counterpart, Style Wars. 

If none of the above seem to float your boat, 
get over yourself and at least watch a good old 
surfing documentary, whether you surf or not. Rid­
ing Giants and Step Into Liquid are the most well 
known and recent of the largely distributed films, 
but I suggest going all the way back to The Endless 
Summer, one of the most popular documentaries 
of all time. 

Lady continued from page 4 

Christians are obsessing with and having premari­
tal sex, or one where masturbation is allowed as 
a controlled release, then I'm going to choose the 
latter. Even though that may seem like a radical view 
to take, many well known Christian organizations 
have also released statements saying basically the 
same thing, just check out Focus on the Family's 
James C. Dobson. 

I think what needs to happen is that people 
and churches open up the discussion on mastur­
bation-. It's become a defense mechanism in our 
churches to not talk about it. But let's be honest 
with ourselves: when is the last time ignoring some­
thing actually made it go away? If Christian youth 
have no one to talk to about issues like this, then 
they can easily fall into the trap of masturbation 
as a life consuming action, which is not a good 
thing. We need to raise a generation of informed 
and unashamed people. Whether or not we like it, 
masturbation is a part of life. So which would you 
rather be: scared or prepared? 

B a t m a n Begins 
Parmer Cinema 

Friday and Saturday 

September 30 and October 1 
7:00 pm and 10:00 pm 

B-Sides: Den ison W i t m e r Concert 

Larsen Student Union 
Saturday, October 1 

8:00 pm 

B-Sides: The W e e d s 
Larsen Student Union 

Wednesday, October 5 
10:00 pm 

Residence Life: L ine Danc ing 

Witmer Dance Studio 
Wednesday, October 5 
11:00 p m - 12:00 am 

History Club: M o v i e N i g h t -

N a t i o n a l T reasu re 
Friday, October 6 

6:00 p m - 8 : 1 5 p m 
Boyer 130 

I n a u g u r a l Ba l l : 
Ba l l r oom D a n c e Lessons 

Thursday, October 6 
7:00 pm - 8 :00 pm 

G e n t l e m a n con t inued f r o m p a g e 4 

that is the picture that sticks in your mind. It makes 
a person unable to sleep, even if in the end he was 
defeated. The image of the blood and gore stays 
with you and no matter what, when you are trying 
to sleep, it continues to permeate into your mind. 
This is how it happens, it is only a one time thing, 
but it sticks with you and torments you for life. This 
is how the mind works. Always tormenting us with 
the sins of the past and never letting us live it down. 
A sin that has to be cleared from life. 


