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Chris Carrabba discovers 
eElectricity; pretentious 

Drew Hermeling 

Staff Writer 

Sometime during the turn of 
the millennium, indie and punk 
kids alike thought they had 
found their own little secret trea
sure. Then front man of the emo-
rock band Further Seems For
ever, Chris Carrabba, began play
ing his own brand of acoustic 
rock under the moniker Dash
board Confes
sional. 

Working the 
club scene in his 
home state of 
Florida yielded a 
small but zealous 
fan base from the 
blossoming emo 
scene. However, as 
Chris' career began 
to develop, some
thing started to 
change. His first re
lease of his current 
home, Vagrant Records, The 
Places You have Come to Fear 
the Most(2001) included select 
tracks featuring a previously 
unheard-of back-up band. To 
some die-hard fans, Dashboard 
was and should always consist 
of Chris, his heartfelt lyrics and 
his guitar. To make matters 
worse, Dashboard's video for 
"Screaming Infidelities" was not 
only played on both MTV and 
MTV2, but it even won an award 
at the Video Music Awards. The 
emo kids' secret was out. 

The release of the Summer's 
Kiss £P(2002), a full band re-
recording of four songs off of 
Dashboard's first full-length re
cording, Swiss Army Romance 
(2000), culminated with the first 
appearance of an electric guitar, 
caused a few fans to jump ship. 
However, the release of the 
purely acoustic So Impossible 
^ ( 2 0 0 1 ) which only included 
the relatively un-offensive lead 
guitar work of Dan Hoerner, for
mally of indie ground-breakers 
Sunny Day Real Estate, held the 
hearts of the most of Chris' fans. 
But things were about to change. 

For the recording and release 
of Dashboard's latest album, A 
Mark, A Mission, A Brand, A 

ComoEsroF 
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fans bail 
Scar, Carrabba has secured a 
permanent line-up, which in
cludes Scott Schoenbeck on 
bass, John Lefler on guitar, and 
Mike Marsh on drums. Carrabba 
had until now relied solely on 
simple barre chords and single-
minded lyrics about girls and 
broken hearts. Now he is ready 
to flex his rock muscles. Know
ing that many fans would be 
caught off guard and possibly 

c o n -
c e r n e d 
a b o u t 
the mu
s i c a l 
changes, 
the al-
b u m 
starts off 
with are-
record
ing of 
the fan 
favorite 
"Hands 

Down," found on So Impos
sible. However, this new re
cording features, for the first 
time, a complete absence of 
acoustic guitars. Sadly, this sty
listic change is just too much 
for a many formerly loyal and 
avid fans to bear. And, for the 
Dashboard acoustic purists, it 
only goes downhill. But I'm not 
that kind of fan. Despite the 
changes, this album has a great 
deal to offer and, unfortunately, 
many are unwilling to listen past 
the distortion and drums to un
cover the success that A 
Mark... truly is. 

The album continues after 
"Hands Down" into the equally 
rocking "Rapid Hope Loss." 
The first unheard track on the 
album, the song displays much 
of the same guitar work that 
Carrabba has used on previous 
efforts, with the only difference 
being the plugged-in instru
ments. Most notably, however, 
is the fact that Carrabba is still 
writing the heart-on-his-sleeve 
lyrics that first gained him emo 
popularity. In fact, when listen
ing to the album as a whole, one 
realizes that it is his most lyri
cally mature and relevant effort 
to date. With songs like "Carry 

This Picture," "Hey Girl," and 
most notably "Hands Down," 
Carrabba proves that he can write 
a happy song or two, despite 
what many of his critics had origi
nally believed. 

Musically, the album con
tains many strong tracks and few 
weak ones. "Hands Down," the 
first single, retains the same first 
kiss charms that made it a favor
ite its first time around. "Bend 
and not Break" excellently 
shows off the passionate near-
crying wail tha t ' makes 
Carrabba's voice so recognizable 
and "Am I Missing" utilizes 
Chris' range during a chime-like 
chorus. "Several Ways to Die 
Trying," the album's closer, calls 
on the same formula used on The 
Places..., saving the most pas
sionate, intense song for the 
end. And the ending is incred
ible, as Carrabba outdoes him
self by holding the last note of 
the last line "...but I'm dying to 
live...." mind-blowingly long. 

Unfortunately, the album isn't 
perfect. "Hey Girl," although a 
catchy track, depends too much 
on a specific guitar arrangement 
and is almost unrecognizable 
musically as a Dashboard song. 
In fact, although I give Carrabba 
free will to express his artistic vi
sion as he sees fit, the album does 
stray too far from the sound 
found on previous albums. 

However, all in all, this album 
is a superb effort. For all the die
hard Dashboard fans who feel 
that this album is too different, I 
leave you with this. When I re
cently saw Dashboard in Phila
delphia, Carrabba told a fictitious 
tale about himself as a self-righ
teous music fan who scoffed as 
his favorite secret indie darling 
became popular in the main
stream. He concluded with say
ing "... then I realized that that's 
a terrible pretentious attitude. 
Music is for everyone. So here's 
a song I used to hate." He then 
proceeded to play his most 
popular song to date, "Scream
ing Infidelities." A little advice 
for all you "too-good-for-popu-
lar-music" emo fans out there. 

Reasons to leave 
your campus 

housing t h i s week: 
19 American Brass Quintet, 8pm, Miller 

Auditorium 

20 Rebecca Wilt Piano Recital, 8pm, 
Poorman Recital Hall 

20 SAB Presents: Bebo Norman, 8pm, 
Brubaker Auditorium 

26 A "Schoolhouse Rock!" Reunion, 
Brubaker Auditorium 

Discover the Diamond 

Part time Work 
Local Company has 30+ openings 
In customer service/sales 

-$12.50 base-appointment 
-No door to door or telemarketing 
-Fun, easy work 
-Will train 
-Scholarships/Internships available 
-All majors-conditions apply 

First come first serve! Call today 731 -6009 
Or apply online @ www.workforstudents.com 
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