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us wound it in linen clothes and anointed it with spices. 
It was then placed in a new sepulcher, closed with a great 
stone, sealed with the Roman seal, and about it the Ro
man sentinels stood guard. 

Three days later that seal was broken ,the stone roll
ed away and the tomb was found empty. To the anxious 
inquirers at the grave, the angel answered, "He is not 
here, for he is risen." After this for forty more days the 
risen, crucified Lord mingled with His disciples; He 
taught them; He ate with them. "To whom he also 
showed himself alive after his passion by many infallible 
proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking the 
things pertaining to the kingdom of God" (Acts 1:3.) 

The Plumbline of Theological Thinking 
Why does God thus keep before us in His Word the 

body of Jesus? It is the test of the genuineness of our 
blessed faith. What test must I apply to my religion? 
What shall be the plumb line for my theological thinking? 
The body of Jesus. "Hereby know ye the spirit of God: 
Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in 
the flesh is of God; And every spirit that confesseth 
not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: 
and this is that spirit of Antichrist, whereof ye have 
heard that it should come; and even now already is it 
in the world" (1 John 4:2, 3.) 

Apply this test to the many spurious "isms" and 
cross-theological systems which, like so many mush
rooms, spring up over night, and their condemnation is 
self-evident. Christian Science cannot meet the test. The 
Christ it proclaims is an invisible, incorporeal, impersonal 
idea. "The virgin mother-conceived this idea of God and 
gave to her ideal the name Jesus" (Christian Science and 
Health, edition 74, 1893, page 334.) Jesus was therefore 
simply the ideal of the virgin. Who ever heard of the 
Lord's Supper being celebrated in a Christian Science 
church ? 

Neither can a Unitarian minister, if he is honest 
say, "This is my body, which is broken for you." 

Russellism cannot meet the test. It denies the pre-
existence of Christ. There was a time according to Rus
sellism when He did not exist; He was not the eternal, 
uncaused and unbegun personality, but was therefore 
created by God. Russellism claims Jesus had no exis
tence before He became incarnate in the babe of Beth
lehem. This makes Christ a liar when He said, "Be
fore Abraham was, I am" (John 8:58.) 

How It Refutes Eddyism 
Again if we view the body of Jesus in the light of 

the resurrection we shall see too ,that the above men
tioned creeds go astray. The Word of God teaches that 
the very body of Jesus that was nailed to the cross, and 
that was laid in Joseph's tomb, and that was gone from 
the tomb when visited by the women and the disciples 
on' the first Easter morn, was raised from the dead. 

But Mrs. Eddy denies the! resurrection of Jesus, for 
to her religion, Jesus never died, but was "hidden" in 
the tomb, and simply re-appeared to the disciples in 
"ideas." "Our Master re-appeared to His students: that 
is, to their apprehension: He rose from the grave in the 

third day of His ascending thought" (Christian Science 
and Health, edition 74, 1893, page 490.) "Resurrection 
(is) spiritualization of thought, material belief, yield
ing to spiritual understanding" (Same edition, page 572.) 
Hence the resurrection is not the rising of His dead 
body, but the spiritualization of His thought. 

Russellism claims that at the resurrection of Jesus, 
God created a spiritual Son, and the old body of Jesus 
"went up in gas" (Bible Study, Vol. 2, page 129.) These 
perversions of Scripture do not meet the test of the Body 
of Jesus, and, "They went out from us because they were 
not of us" (1 John 2:19.) 

Our chief concern however in this particular con
nection is to note the great divergence of teaching con
cerning the resurrection of Jesus in the supposedly safe 
and orthodox circles. 

The issue is vital. "Now if Christ be preached that 
he rose from the dead, how say some among you that 
there is no resurrection of the dead ? But if there be no 
resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen: and if 
Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your 
faith is also vain. Yea, and we are found false witnesses 
of God: because we have testified of God that he raised 
up Christ; whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead 
rise not. For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ rais
ed : and if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are 
yet in your sins" (1 Cor. 15:12-17.) 

Where Liberalism Errs 
Modern Liberalism says, "Yes, we too, believe in the 

resurrection of Jesus, but not a resurrection of the body 
of Jesus. His resurrection was a spiritual resurrection, 
or the rising of His spirit." 

We are told by modern Liberalism that the actual is
sue concerning the resurrection of Jesus is whether we 
believe in the reality of the spiritual world, and that the 
manner of the resurrection is not important. 

But a resurrection of the spirit of Jesus but not of 
His body—is in reality no resurrection at all. It was the 
body of Jesus that died. His spirit did not die and there
fore could never have been raised. Listen to the words of 
Peter (1 Pet. 3:18) : "For Christ also hath once suffered 
for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us 
to God, being put to death in the flesh, but made alive in 
the spirit." Jesus was "put to death in the flesh," that 
is His body. 

And how about the spirit of Jesus? We have the 
answer in Acts 2:29-32. The spirit of Jesus was never 
laid in Joseph's tomb, "He" i. e. Jesus Himself, His spir
it, went into "hades," but "His flesh," that is His body, 
which was all that lay in the tomb, was preserved from 
"corruption." 

The body of Jesus is, therefore, in His incarnation 
and resurrection the spiritual test of the trustworthiness 
of our faith. It is the divine stamp upon the "spirits" 
which are of God. 

"Beloved believe not every spirit, but try the spirits 
whether they be of God: because many false prophets are 
gone out into the world." Try them by the body of Je
sus.—Moody Bible Institute Monthly. 


