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they might be granted her restor
ation; how they groaned in spirit as 
he prayed believingly, comfortingly, 
until hope came to their hearts. 

Finally the last call, an old man 
stricken with paralysis, unconscious, 
near the end. Again the aged minister 
kneels, this time holding on to the 
railing of the bed for assistance, 
for he has knelt many times to-day. 
And once more it is the prayer of a 
great faith, but amid the bowed heads 
of the family, for this must be the 
prayer of resignation and of hope be
yond the grave. 

When we were at last on the wav 
home-ward, I asked about the fulfill
ment of James 5:15. He said that 
many times the Lord had raised ut> 
the sick in his parish through the 
praver of faith, and to-day he had 
hones for every one. I mentioned the 
o'd man with paralysis. "Yea," paid 
the minister, "the Lord will raise him 
up too—in the resurrection." . 

INTERESTING F A C T S ABOUT 
THE WORLD'S ST1NDAY 
SCHOOL CONVENTION. 

(Concluded from last issue.) 
one purpose. You have come here for the 
sake of the moral uplift of mankind 
You are the vanguard of civilization and 
of the reconstruction of the world. . . . 
You are working for the equality of races, 
for the welfare of mankind, and for inter
national harmony and peace. We, the Jap
anese people, are also the lovers of peace 
and are second to none in rendering our 
services for the maintenance of peace in 
the world. Therefore, as a lover of peace 
and as a business man of Japan, I am ex
tremely happy to welcome you.' 

"What did these, and the many other 
similar messages from the pagan leaders 
of Japan, mean? One missionary said that 
this endorsement by the great men of Ja
pan was one of the biggest results of the 
convention; others said that in ten days 
the convention had pushed forward the 
cause of missions ten years. But the cause 
of what missions? Of a certain popular 
and so-called 'modern' form of missions, 
yes; of New Testament Christian missions, 
no. 

"In these endorsements the whole em
phasis was upon the improvement of mere
ly temporal conditions, of this world's af
fairs, of relationships between nations 
quite regardless of men's spiritual con
dition or their relation to Christ. Therefore, 
when the Japanese leaders and the people 
in general—Buddhists, Shintoists, and the 
rest—welcomed and commended the con
vention, they were not for a moment weU 
coming or commending the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ which tells them that they are with
out God and having no hope in the world 
(Eph. 2:12), lost sinners, whose ending is 
eternal destruction from the face of the 

Lord (2 Thess. 1:9), and that their glor
ious deliverance from this is their personal 
acceptance of Jesus Christ as the only Son 
of God and their Saviour, who paid the 
penalty of their sins by the shedding of 
his blood in his death on the cross. That 
message, that Gos el, the only Gospel, was 
not welcomed by the pagan leaders of Ja
pan, for it was not the message of the con
vention they were welcoming. A convention 
offioer quoted prominent Japanese as say
ing they never expected to see the day 
when Christiari y would be recognized by 
the Empire. But real Christ'anity was not 
recognized: only the Japanese's mistaken 
icle^ of what Chris'isnity is. 

"We can find nowhere in the New Testa
ment any sug?es*ion that the endorsement 
of Christianity by non-Christians -should 
be considered an asset or a help in •", wing 
lost men. On the contrary, we are plainly 
told that the unsaved world will hati! and 
persecute true Christians (John 15:19, 20). 
We are told that 'the word of the cross is 
to them that are perishing foolishness;' 
that 'Christ crucified' is a 'scumbling 
block.' and 'foolishness' to children of the 
world (1 Cor. 1:18, 23.) 

"Official Japan would not have welcomed 
or tolerated the man-condemning, shed-
blood Gospel of our crucified and risen 
Lord if she had believed that that was what 
the convention stood for. 

"The attitude of these Japanese toward 
the convention seemed to be that of Nico-
demus toward Christ when the ruler of the 
Jews came to Him and said, 'Rabbi, we 
know that thou are a teacher come from 
God; for no one can do these signs that 
thou doest, except God be with him.' Nico-
demus commended Christ. And Christ sur
prised Nicodemus by telling him that he 
was not competent to commend, or even to 
know what was commendable, in matters 
relating to the kingdom of God. There was 
just one thing, said our Lord, that Nico
demus needed, and that was to be born 
anew and start life all over again. This 
startled Nicodemus; and now he stepped 
down from the position of one condescend
ingly commending another and took the 
place of a learner. What a blessing it 
would have been if the World's Sunday 
School Convention had lovingly, tactfully, 
but uncompromisingly told the truth to the 
blinded Japanese. Instead of that, both 
Christian and pagan leaders constantly 
told each other, sometimes very directly, 
sometimes indirectly, that they were es
sentially one and were working for the 
same worthy goals. Herein was one great 
tragedy of the Tokyo convention: its per
sistent ignoring of the fundamental, eternal 
distinction between Christianity and all 
jther religions. 

Bringing All Religions Together 
"As far back as 1913, when one of Ja

pan's representatives was bringing to the 
World's Sunday School Convention at 
Zurich the invitation to Tokyo, he said: 
'Last spring our Minister for Home Affairs 
convened a meeting of representatives of 

three great religions—Shintoism, Budd
hism, and Christianity. His object was to 
call the attention of the public to the im
portance of the moral and spiritual ad
vancement of the people, and thus ask the 
representatives of those religions to unite 
in their efforts to contribute to this great 
object.' Christianity and paganism joining 
hands for spiritual advancement! The pa-
?an is not to blame for letting him go on 
in his mistake. 

"Some of the unchallenged statements 
made by pagans at che World's Sunday 
School Convention, or during the time of 
its sessions, should be noted. Said Viscount 
Shibusawa, a Qonfucianist, giving his 
reasons, for being interested in the Sunday 
School Convention: ' I want the young peo-
T le of my country to have strong religious 
faith, whatever creed it may be.' 

"Baron Sakatani, after explaining that he 
was not a Christian, but expressing his be
lief that 'we must have one common world 
religion which is believed in all parts of 
the world in more or less degree,' was care
ful to add, 'In saying this I do not mean 
to say anything to discredit or in any 
sense to under-value the merit of all other 
reli?ions. . . . Not in the least do I mean 
that.' 

"A Japanese paper, the Tabisho Nichi 
Nichi, organ of the Omotokyo Sect, pub
lished an editorial while the convention was 
in session, which said: 'The magnanimous 
and thoroughgoing study of every religion 
will enable the students, we believe, to find 
the identity of the doctrines now expounded 
under so many forms. This is why we read 
the Christian Bible and the Buddhist Sutras 
with the same reverance and awe as we 
read our Kojiki or Omoto scriptures. We 
believe that the words written in those holy 
books were revealed by the same divine be
ing, and when the religionists of the world 
awake to the truth, the present barriers be
tween them will no longer exist. I t is an 
urgent matter for the Christians to get rid 
of their former intolerable and exclusive 
attitude toward other religions. The sad 
fact is that the Sunday School Convention 
made such pagans feel hopeful concerning 
Christianity.' 

"Christian speakers from America said 
things which encouraged this- tragic mis
take. Thus an officer of the convention, 
speaking of 'forwarding human happiness 
and progress through the moral and spiri
tual training of the generation of child
hood and youth,' said: 'For this great task 
we join hands with all agencies in all lands 
'hat seek this common end.' 

"Even the two American presidential can
didates, then most prominently before the 
eyes of the entire world, in their messages 
to the Tokyo Convention helped to break 
down the fundamental and eternal line be
tween life and death, between the Gospel of 
Christ and all other religions. One of them 
said: 'I desire to have you convey to the 
convention in Tokyo my good wishes and 
expression of my belief that all sincere and 
noble spiritual faiths in the world serve 


