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P a ^ e 6 l!ZC*„~«Al^{ MimUzi*. January 27, 1919. Jfrangsltcal ^tsttcr 
OUB SOUTHERN MOUNTAINEERS. and total earnings, and total in- And I found the young children of 
m1 . . , , . ,. . come and expenditures for the these families (as young as three There is a considerable section of ,. , . , , , ., , , ,, ,.,. year. years) chewing tobacco because it 

our country where the conditions ; „» ,. . . ± i_ -„ j ^ * i ^ . T V • n -f +h section of our country where assuaged the pangs of hunger, and 
, .,, . , , ; . , these conditions exist includes a mothers giving tobacco to their ba-children) are so deplorable as to , . . „ . , , . . „ , ,<., , , ,. . „ , ' . . . ir . ,, mountainous region of nine states, Dies because it stopped their yell-beggar description. It is the moun- .,, , ,. ,. , ,, • „ , . , ,, „ ., with a population, according to the mg. 

tarn region known as the Southern ,. ., u- * TV,„ I • u- ^ ^ • 
A i i . ' A J- h f census, exceeding the combined I have been m cabin after cabin 
. . . , . . . ' . ff̂ 1-6 j-i population of Montana, Wyoming, having only one room, in which 
h A , ,, , , , Colorado, Arizona, Utah, Nevada, the entire family lived, cooked, 

. '-••', . . ° , g e « - " Idaho, Washington, Oregon, and slept, and ate, without any other 
i T c l Thin Th hiW a"" C a l i f o r n i a - T h i s r e ^ o n h a s t h o u " f u r n i ^ than their rude beds, a 

\ i ii£~ 1 Je ° sands upon thousands of physical- few broken chairs, and a rickety 
« T ^° + °° * 6 A ^6 C a U S e ly and mentally fit people but there table. I found in such cabins, six, 
they do not care to send them or & r e e n t i r e l o c a l i t i e s i n these moun- eight, ten, and even sixteen child-
for the very good reason that m t a i n g > & n d m a n y rf ^ ^ c o n t a i n . ren and grandchildren growing up 
many localities t h e r e are no i n g p o p u l a t i o n s t h a t a r e mentally in ignorance, vice, and in many in-
schools; and where there » e ^ ^ m o ral ly and physically degen- stances in crime. I found families 
schools, the average term is only e rating from the lack of opportun- without the simplest articles of 
four months of the year and the i t y> civilization, such as a looking-
teachers are usually poorly quali- ft w a g n o t a l w a y g e a g y t o f M j g l a g g ; a comh> & b r u g h > o r & w a g h_ 
fied. There are localities where t M g d a g g o f p e o p l e T o & t r a v e l e r bas in_ 
these people have intermarried in- o n m r a i i r o a d s a n d o n the high- Picture to yourself a solitary log 
creased, and multiplied to such an w a y g > t h e r e w a s a l w a y s the good cabin, without windows or porch, 
extent, with no opportunity of c ] a g g o f f a r m i n g p e o p l e i n evidence; on a little patch of land capable of 
making _ a living, that they^are de- a n d > u n t i l j l e a r n e d their ways, producing only a few bushels of 
generating under the effects of t h e y a i w a y s refrained from saying corn; and picture in one of the ca-
poverty and isolation. m&dh about the extreme poor class, bins the haggard old mother and 

In saying this I do not include i w a s assigned to study the condi- the broken-down father sitting by 
the entire region, for there are fine tions of the people on the farms. the fire-place chewing tobacco all 
people among these mountains, i believe it is due to Dr. Charles day long, with eight or ten child-
who have good valley farms, and Wardell Stiles, of hookworm fame, ren, long-haired and dirty, scat-
who grow an abundance to eat and that the special investigation tered about—and you have a typi-
clothe themselves well, even tho' which I carried on was undertaken, cal picture of the "farm" and of the 
they may not have adequate trans- At that time I knew absolutely no- family of the uninhabitable places, 
portation facilities for the market- thing about the conditions of the When you see one of these "farms" 
ing of their crops. And there are mountain people. My particular for the first time, you may ask, 
mountain farmers who have trans- field of investigation was the Where is the barn? Barn! There 
portation facilities, and who work mountains of Tennessee, North and is not a barn, not even a chicken-
and make money with varying de- South Carolina, Georgia and Ala- coop, for miles around. 
grees of success, as do people else- bama. With my headquarters To get a more precise view of 
where. ' But poor people of the m 0 s t of the time at Ashville, N. C, exact conditions, let us start from 
mountains, to whom I shall refer T s p e n t the summer of 1907-1908 the top of any one of the many 
chiefly in this article, live in local- and the following spring, until mountain spurs in this vast region, 
ities that are too densely populated, s u mmer, in the mountains, jour- We are on the divide. At our feet 
and that are economically uninhab- neying east into the Piedmont reg- there is a tiny stream. As it in-
itable. io n 0f North Carolina, south into creases in volume our descent be-

I am able to state these facts South Carolina, west to the borders gins. On our left we see a little 
of my own knowledge because I of Tennessee and Georgia, and cabin in a sloping "pocket" of land, 
spent the better part of two years north into Tennessee, and thence It is surounded by rocks and cliffs 
investigating the conditions for the into the Great Smoky Mountains on three sides, with the moutnain 
United States Government. I car- both north and south. stream separating it from us and 
ried on the investigation over a In order to get at the people and our trail. The cabin is a miserable 
large territory, making a house-to- study them in their homes, a great structure of upright boards with 
house visit among the people, and deal of this traveling had to be great open cracks and nothing to 
recording upon printed blanks or done on horseback and in mid- keep out the cold. If the sun is 
schedules all the conditions under winter. I found families without shining and the day fairly warm, 
which they were found to be living, poultry, without eggs, without we may see a group of children 
with the amount of their crops, milk or butter, and without sugar scattered about in the warm sun-
land cultivated, food consumed, or molasses or sweets of any kind, shine. They are bare-legged and 


