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A SCRIPTURE STUDY.
BY 0. B. ULERY. 3

“That he might be just, and the
justifier of him which believeth in
Jesus,” (Rom. 3:26).

Some time since, the Holy Spirit
made this Scripture especially pre-
cious to our soul, and we take pleas-
ure in passing it on to others—some
of the vital, fundamental and precious
truths concerning the doctrine of
justification which are hidden away
in the text quoted above.

We do not kniow of any other ex-
pression in the word of God, combin-
ing such distinct opposites as the dec-
laration of the Apostle, as in it he
sums up the universal condition of sin
in all mankind with its awful, just
judgment and penalty, with the ut-
ter folly of any soul in the world, try-
ing to escape the just judgments of
God, pronounced upon sin: and yet
in the same breath giving the glor-
ious promise of a full and free abso-
Iution from all of sin’s judgments,
penalties and effects.

Let us examine the clauser and note
some of the facts that give it such
stupendous importance and weight.

Its real sense is this; that God, in
dealing with sin, has pronounced one
universal sentence upon sin; “the
wages of sin is death,” and its count-
(eil."part “The soul that sinneth it shali

ie.

Paul, in Rom. ch. 1., shows that
God’s wrath is declared against “All
ungodliness” and unrightousness,”
and further describes the deceitful-
ness of sin, it’s darkening, hardening
effects, the degradation and shame
which follows, and yet the shameless-

niess and unconcern which is manifest.

in the servants of sin.

Next he clearly shows that neither
prrofession, ancestral descent, igno-
rance, rites, ceremonies, or works,
can ever extenuate, excuse, or make
atonement for sin; and step by step
he establishes the facts, that there is
“no respect of persons with God,”
“that every mouth may be stopped,
and all the world may become guilty
before God,” “for all have sinned and
come short of the glory of God.”

What a sad dark picture! What a
terrific arraienment of a world of
sinners! What an awful indictment
from the court of heaven, at whose
bar the teemine millions of earth must
soon anrear. And vet so deadened
and hardened by sin, they rush on
heeadless of the impending judgment
and doom.

“That he might be iust,” embodies
the truth, that God ecan neither ex-
cuse. extenuate, pass by, or lessen
the nenalty for sin. _SIN is SIN, and
every transgression and act of dis-
obedience must receive its just recom-
pence of reward, which is DEATH.

No wonder the anostle exclaims,
“Knowing, therefore. the terror of
the Lord we persuade men,” and“It
is a fearful thing to fall into the
hands of a living God;” this is a
solemn truth, and sinee there is such
a stern necessity of God’s justice be-
ing executed on one and all alike, and
since the sentence of that justice is
DEATH, not only physical, but eter-
nal, the second death as well, we rea-
lize. in a small sense at least, how God
was moved with compassion as He
beheld the awful end of man because
of sin, Yea, “God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son,”
and “He by the grace of God tasted




