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Objectives Today

• Describe the current information literacy environment at my institution, 
identifying strengths and challenges that might be common to other 
institutions

• Design of  information literacy faculty toolkit

• Implement information literacy faculty toolkit



Does This Sound Familiar?

Reduction in 
librarians from five to 

four due to 
retirement in time of  

prioritization. 

Increased programs, 
increased workload 
and fewer staff  and 
librarians to handle 

the workload



Information Literacy Strengths at MU

ACTIVE INFORMATION 
LITERACY PROGRAM

ACROSS THE 
CURRICULUM AND AT 
ALL LEVELS OF THE 

INSTITUTION

MULTIPLE METHODS STRONG FY CORE 
PROGRAM



Active Information 
Literacy Program

• Pre-COVID = 225 
sessions/year 

• Reduced somewhat 
over the past two 
years due to COVID 
but increasing as we 
return to ‘normal’

• 4,300 students in 
sessions. Student 
population = 3,370
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Across the 
Curriculum

… 
Multiple 
Methods

Populations: First Year core courses, 
Undergraduate, Graduate, Adult 
Degree Program, Dual Enrolled, 
High Schools, Faculty Development, 
Community Workshops

Methods: In-person, Fully remote 
synchronous, Asynchronous 
modules, Hybrid



Strong First 
Year Core 
Program

First Year Seminar –
Semester 1 – Two 
Sessions

Orientation
Find Quality 
Sources

Created and Called 
for Community –
Semester 2 – Two 
Sessions

Cite Sources 
Correctly
Evaluate and 
Integrate a 
Variety of  
Sources 

Flipped classroom design



Information Literacy Menu

Platform to guide 
information literacy 
discussions with faculty

Define information 
literacy

Describe FY 
information literacy 

Explain core skill set 
and potential learning 
objectives for each skill





Improved Information Literacy Discussions

Common discussion

I want my students to “know how to use the 
library”

Recent email from professor

A huge part of the point of this project is 
discerning between reliable and unreliable 
sources, so your offerings for information 

literacy [menu] are of particular interest to me. I 
was wondering if it might be possible to have a 

session in class on identifying scholarly resources 



Information 
Literacy 

Weaknesses at MU

• Increased librarian 
workload

• Uneven scaffolding of  
information literacy 
throughout disciplines



Development 
of  

Information 
Literacy 
Toolkit

Led to decision to build upon 
Information Literacy menu to 

create Faculty Toolkit

Evaluate strengths and weaknesses

Strong 
foundation.

Uneven 
scaffolding

Librarian 
workload

Information 
Literacy 
Menu 





June 2020 –
Sawyer Digital 

Bootcamp

•Video

•Infographic

•Podcast

•3D printing



Evaluate Tutorial Software



Drumroll Please……
Develop toolkit as software neutral



Why Software Neutral?

• Primary Goal (Faculty Focused) 
• FLEXIBILITY!

• Secondary Goal (Librarian Focused)
• SCALABILITY



Information Literacy Toolkit

Build into 
existing 

Information 
Literacy Menu

Add section for 
faculty

Videos Suggested 
activities





Implement Information Literacy Toolkit

After identifying information literacy skills and learning objective, faculty can 
now:

1. Contact librarian for traditional information literacy session OR

2. Incorporate information literacy into class (video, activity) OR

3. Assign information literacy task as homework/flipped classroom OR

4. Work with entire class or with just one student as needed



The Toolkit in 
Action - Example

•I was wondering if  it might be 
possible to have a session in class 
on identifying scholarly resources 
(ideally including at least a 
mention of predatory 
publishing )
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