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FAKE NEWS 
OR IS IT?



What will 
we cover 
today

WHY of Fake News

UNDERSTANDING Fact vs Opinion

STRATEGIES for Spotting Fake News

CREDIBLE Resources

QUESTIONS



False or 
misleading 
information 
presented as 
news
It is NOT news you don’t 
like just because you 
disagree with it.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://edtech4beginners.com/2017/12/07/a-great-lesson-to-teach-children-about-fakenews/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/




I have shared a 
fake news story 
unintentionally
Please answer either 
TRUE or FAKE

Poll Question



IF ONLY I HAD 
CHECKED 
BEFORE 
POSTING
Took a quick Google search to find 
several articles on this being a hoax.



WHY 
FAKE 
NEWS?

Create sales or ad revenue 
(“click bait”)

Push propaganda; a certain 
political point of view

At its worst, meant to discredit 
or cause harm



IS IT A 
FACT?

FACT

CAN BE PROVEN

OPINION

A PERSON’S 
THOUGHTS ON A 
TOPIC WHICH MAY 
BE BASED ON 
FACTS OR 
EMOTIONS



This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

FAKE 
NEWS is 
meant to 
create an 
emotional
response

http://blogs.henrico.k12.va.us/21/2013/03/20/emotions-of-friedrich/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


I have been upset 
by a news story 
before I found 
out it was FAKE

Please answer either 
TRUE or FAKE

Poll Question



Why do we fall for FAKE NEWS?

It creates an emotional response

Plays into our personal beliefs and biases

Confirmation bias 

News silos create “echo chambers”



ALLSIDES
MEDIA BIAS
CHART

 https://www.allsides.co
m/media-bias/media-
bias-chart

ADFONTES MEDIA ranking
chart

https://www.adfontesmedia.com/download-the-media-bias-chart/


NEWS ON SOCIAL 
MEDIA
 According to a study 
conducted by the Pew 
Research Center, 53%  of 
Americans get their news 
on social media

 Pew Research Center. (2021, 
Jan. 21). News use across social 
media platforms in 2020. 
https://www.journalism.org/2021
/01/12/news-use-across-social-
media-platforms-in-2020/

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://www.wired.it/internet/social-network/2019/12/02/social-network/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Social 
Media 
Checklist

AUTHORITY?

ACCURACY?

BIAS?

TIMELINESS?

Questions to ask 
before sharing that 
news article 



OBVIOUSLY
FAKE NEWS



But what 
about this?

Let’s check Politifact.

THE SEATTLE TRIBUNE

https://www.politifact.com/


Screenshots 
from Politifact





CELEBRITY DEATHS

 A very popular type of Fake News.  Many 
celebrities have died multiple times on social 
media but are still alive and kicking.  



Picture posted on 
FB with heading:

Lady Liberty 
Pounded by 
Hurricane Sandy

Use Google Images to search 
for the answer





FAKE OR 
TRUE?

LET’S CHECK 
QUOTEINVESTIGATOR.COM



There are several sites 
to create your own 
fake news stories.



I think Fake 
News has eroded 
trust in the news 
in general

Please answer either 
TRUE or FAKE

Poll Question



I feel like I can 
better 
recognize 
FAKE NEWS
Please answer either TRUE or 
FAKE

Poll Question



STOP
THINK
CHECK

IF YOU AREN’T SURE 
IF IT’S TRUE, DON’T 

PASS IT ON!

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

FAKE NEWS

http://marxsoftware.blogspot.com/2014_07_01_archive.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

https://www.freepngimg.com/png/85354-text-question-blog-questions-logo-any
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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