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Dana Crider with children. 

story of just wandering along 
through life "when all of a sudden 
there was this bright and unexpected 
light." All had been raised in a 
pro-mission environment. For 
instance: "I was raised in the Kansas 
church - a sending church from its 
earliest history." 

Are there other purposes, other 
benefits? One missionary writes of 
hoping to see "at least one or two 
people's faces alight with antici
pation that maybe they could be at 
some of the Father's business. . . . " 
Could that happen? When he left the 
Michiana conference, he probably 
had no way to know. He ministered 
faithfully, but he may not have 
personally seen the result. But we'll 
come back to that shortly. 

Is the missionary conference 
obsolete? Perhaps the answer to that 
lies in the answer to a second 
question: Is there still a job to do? 
We asked the missionaries to ask and 
answer one question of their own 
choosing. What did they really want 
to say that no one was asking? One 

response could shake our comfort: 
"Why are you still here?" Certainly 
the Bible shows us that as some have 
been called to go, others have been 
called to "stay by the stuff." 
Someone must pray for those who 
go, and someone must give to make 

it possible. But have we spent too 
many years asking the wrong 
question - of ourselves and for our 
children? 

We have long asked, "Who 
should go?" And with the question, 
we have found many reasons why 
those who should respond rarely live 
in our house. Perhaps the better 
question, perhaps the one the Lord 
would rather hear, is, "Who should 
stay?" And where better to bring that 
question to a special point than in 
(y)our annual conference? 

Now, back to that matter of 
"faces alight with anticipation." 
We've been touched, and one is 
going. As this issue goes to press, 
Teens in Mission Service is 
preparing its summer teams. One 
heart was touched at the Michiana 
conference. One member of the 
Zimbabwe team is one of our own, a 
young man asking what God might 
say through the evening. Are the 
conferences out of date? How are 
your conference plans? What are 
your after-conference prayers and 
expectations? 

Checking the map for BIC missions. 
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- From London comes 
word of the current state of the ongoing 
debates with the Muslim community as well 
as word of making good use of the electronic 
information highway. 

Jay Smith writes of the cancellation of the 
latest debate, set for May 1. The Greenwich 
Muslim Student Union seems to have 
received instructions from the central mosque 
against engaging Jay in further debates. 
Muslim students will still come to a lecture, 
however, where much of the same material is 
presented. So he was still able to challe 
them with the question c 
Bible or the Qur'an„/m~aj 
G°d- yd 

On the high^tecM^t 
Truth Tracte^reB£>w included on^ne 
Planet/^teb/^ife /Mchiduig/nis / upuaup • 
matejja%^r^er /i^equ^te^or/Musliins \p/ 
read the pap~efs^d-^gage/in4heldiscussioiL 

, ^ ~ " ^ / { i / / 
Z I M B A B W E - Jakevaaii N^aci 
Shenk write ofxjoys and charrenges/ in '-
Zimbabwe. The Bulawayo Central (church 
building was dedicated atspecial servicW<orf' 
April 21. About 2200 people attended the 
time of worship and praise. A^fhst for the 
church in Zimbabwe, this facility^was built 
almost entirely from the contributions o1 
congregation. \ 

New church plantings continue to be an 
encouragement. They write of visiting the 
newly planted churckat Lufuse where 364 
people attended the service 

Rains came to the regiorKhis year. They 
ended a bit early, but those wh&^got their 
crops in on time are anticipating a^good-
harvest. But the early end to the rainy 
season, along with the continued low level of 
the Bulawayo catchment dam means that 
water continues to be rationed. 

Continue to pray for former Bishop 
Stephen Ndlovu. He is afflicted with cancer 
of the liver. Join in prayers for his healing. 

Barbara Stansfield writes of the 
difference a few miles make. At Mtshabezi, 
the dams are full. She writes that the maize is 
probably higher than an elephant's eye (for 
you Hammerstein fans), a source of great 
rejoicing for answered prayers. 

Returning to Zimbabwe after "twenty-plus 
years" is an adjustment. She writes that those 
years must have "helped the Ndebele 'gel' 
somehow because I seem to hear and speak 
it better than when I left!" Pray for her 

continued service as a teacher to the 
missionaries' children there. 

- George and Rachel Kibler 
report that "life is filled with unpredictable 
happenings." For instance, word came from 
the bishop at 7:00 a.m. on Sunday morning 
that Mrs. Chiluba was coming for Sunday 
morning service. Perhaps not a household 
name in North America, she is the First Lady 
of Zambia, and she would be arriving with 
her entourage. Church normally starts at 8. 

We waited. We waited. We waited. They 
amved~at^30 hours." 

But they wrkeof the blessing of having a 
President and FircJKLady who are outspoken 
Christians. She entered enthusiastically into 
the worship, even singing a special song. 
Mrs. Chiluba has also indicated that she will 
he-attending our church wh&n in Choma. 

Pray^for Taffy Lloyd. He isWi area fanner 
wtio had fbeen a "hard, self-sufficient" 
person/ Recently afflicted by a tumor on the 
side; of his netk "the size of a lemon," he 
was' finally forc^tftppermit its removal. But 
the I^rd/works An) strange ways. As he 
resisted,^ eWie^quite/ close to death. In that 
hour, Georgejsvas able/to ̂ ead him to the 
Savk>r(. JNofi / recoverifig<\ ..Taffy has 
developedapo^erful/iyitnes^/'No one who 

Taffy! bifmc^id toe^ts^him now can 
deny ^MTm^t^T^^G^d^y^^^/)^ 

.'/. - ' -^oflef/am /TheWa Book 
report that Japan/is qiiickly fegprig like home 
again for Thelm^^Swhad^een in the States 
working on her fe&r's.feiography, 

Res i s tanc^ to t^ l^pe l still runs high in 
^laparrrTTiey tell<-©fone neighbor who has 
been treated abusively by her husband 
because of her church attendance, and 
another who found it difficult to accept 
flowers at a time of grieving because of their 
relationship to the Christian belief in 
resurrection. Pray for opportunities for 
effective witness in their ministry. 

John and Lucille Graybill have enjoyed 
the coming of spring with all of the colorful 
flowers which bloom throughout Osaka. He 
writes of several difficult problems brought 
for his counsel in the past weeks. Besides the 
work at the Grand Hall with its marriage 
counseling and weddings, the relationships 
formed continue to provide opportunities to 
reach into lives and homes. Difficulties re
ported included health, educational, 
economic, and marital problems. 
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