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Youth choir, Mount Mulanje, Malawi. 

Mount Mulanje. The youth choir 
opened the service accompanying 
themselves on handmade instru­
ments, and there was vocal 
response to the message. Back in 
the capital city of Blantyre, simple 
classes for leaders and wives (some 
of them illiterate) were met with a 
desire to learn. In the Mangochi 
area, a bit farther north, we were 
encouraged by the way God is 
upholding the missionaries in 
stressful living situations among 
the Muslim Yao. We were able to 
hold new-born Natalie Byers who, 
in answer to prayer, managed 
seven weeks' worth of growth in 
four weeks before her birth. 

In Zambia we were able to 
visit two churches where we had 
once done visitation with teams 
from Sikalongo Bible Institute. 
There was obvious maturing of the 
Christians in each. One 
congregation was building a 
pastor's house. The other met in a 
fine church they had managed to 
finish after some years, during 
which doors and windows were 
repeatedly stolen as they were put 
in place. (See cover photo.) At 
Macha we were encouraged to see 
new harmony among church 
leaders who had come for classes 
on interpersonal relations and 
church growth. At Sikalongo the 
strength of emerging staff in 
waging spiritual warfare against 
Satan's hold in individuals on and 
around the mission was most 
heartening. 

The Byers family: Phil, Doreen, Rcnee, 
Natalie. 

Principal Dennis Mweetwa (right), mission 
pastor Ross Mudenda (center), and others 
attend sessions at Sikalongo Bible Institute. 

We were grateful for the care 
given us as we met with our newly 
affiliating church in Mozambique. 
The program consisted of leaders' 
classes in the mornings and open 
services in the city of Beira. For 
the many young people who came, 
we added special talks on faith­
fulness illustrating with local items 
such as papaya fruit and a jelly 
fish fresh from the ocean. We 
were able to visit several churches 

Offering time in outdoor service, 
Mozambique. 

where large congregat ions 
gathered, including a refugee 
group sixty-two miles to the west, 
whose church roof had been 
recently burned. "We are 
forgiving and loving the offender," 
they said. When someone's car 
broke down, we arrived at our last 
service in a resurrected four-ton 
truck, to find people still waiting 
after two hours. In spite of 
evidence everywhere of civil war, 
Mozambicans still pray and hope 
for peace. 

Church in refugee camp, Mozambique. 
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Roots of the Giving Tree 
The Brethren in Christ Church 

in the Soviet Union? Well, sort of. 
Inspiration for this article came 
from Esther Spurrier's "Giving 
Tree'' in the June/September issue. 
Hopefully, by now I am working 
at the U.S. Embassy in the Soviet 
Union and beginning my ministry 
there after waiting nine years for 
God to open the doors for me. 
This article is dedicated to all the 
non-Brethren in Christ mission­
aries who have worked through 
this church and have gone to other 
parts of the world to serve the 
Lord. This is also a Thank You 
from all of us to the Brethren in 
Christ for everything we learned 
from you and for sharing your 
lives with us (1 Thess. 1:8). 

The roots of a tree are usually 
underground and not seen. For 
those of you who think that your 
church reaches only areas listed in 
this magazine, I want to inform 
you that it reaches farther. I know 
that Michelle Arnett (a missionary 
colleague of mine at Choma 
Secondary) has gone to work 
undercover in a Muslim 
country—myself, underground in 
the Soviet Union—and I'm sure, 
others that I am not aware of. 
(See "Brethren in Christ Serving 
with Other Organizations" in the 
Directory.) 

Unfortunately, sometimes 
missions articles are forced to talk 
about what is happening on the 

by an undercover missionary 

missions field, but not how the 
lessons can be applied to 
Americans living in America. I 
would like to share with you my 
Number One lessons learned in 
Zambia and in my preparation and 
short trips to the Soviet Union. 

ZAMBIA: I learned that 
Americans must become socially 
responsible to the people around 
them and not to the tick-tock 
thing on the wall. In Zambia, if 
your neighbor gets a divorce and 
you didn't take time to talk with 
him or her when you met on the 
street, you are responsible for this 
divorce. You had the opportunity 
to counsel with the person before 
things got bad and you didn't do 
it. I now have the policy that I 
can't leave a dining table if I am 
leaving someone to eat alone. I 
have to wait until someone else 
comes or the other person finishes. 
It may bother you to be late for a 
meeting, but the people around 
you will always remember you 
cared about them. That will stay 
in their hearts and you are a step 
closer to winning them to Christ. 

SOVIET UNION: The Soviet 
people are openly saying, "The 
government has lied to us about 
God. We were not allowed to 
speak of Christ openly in our 
schools. We were told we were 
fools to believe in Christ." Wake 
up, America: We are following the 
same path down which the 

Communists took the Soviet 
Union. You are being lied to by 
the American culture. You had 
better get mad, now! Stop being 
polite to the liars. Speak the 
words of Christ and make them 
prove you wrong. Stop censoring 
yourself. If you are not willing to 
go to jail for Christ, then later you 
will get the opportunity to die for 
Christ. American Christians are 
being boiled to death slowly like a 
frog who doesn't know enough to 
jump out of the pan of water on 
the stove. Anyone who doesn't 
rejoice that Jesus is the Messiah 
and gives eternal life will lie 
against Him. Preach Christ and 
force these people to reveal their 
rebellious nature. 

Thank you for listening. I will 
end by saying that every Christian 
can afford to spend two or three 
years of their life serving the Lord 
on a mission field. And if you 
want to be a better leader in 
America, you can't afford not to 
go to other cultures and let God 
teach (and reward) you by showing 
you how to be a better Christian. 

Steven "Chip" Popenhagen 
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