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way from their traditional 
family bonds. Other factors 
indicated that this area would 
be less resistant to the gospel. 
It seemed the best choice. 

Dan and I joined the Nagoya 
team in August of 1982 after 
learning that , due to a problem 
with immigration rules, we 
could not go to Yamaguchi as 
had been planned. God's di­
rection in this move was evi­
dent in the provision of a 
house. We had one day to 
find a place to live. On that 
day, a broker showed us an 
ideal house for our family and 
work. We held our breath as 
she quoted the price—low e-
nough; checked the availabili­
ty—open right away; and ask­
ed the owner if he would rent 
to foreigners—no problem! 

The vision and enthusiasm 
of the Sugatas is inspiring. 
They even rented an apart­
ment in the area of the 
church outreach so they can 
be more active. In their busy 
schedules, they give an amaz­
ing amount of time to the 
church. Once the Graybills 
had moved in, they and the 
Sugatas began immediately to 
make the community aware of 
their presence. Within a few 
days after moving, they visit­
ed 2k of their closest neigh­
bors and distributed New 
Testaments, all of which were 
received. 

The team designed and 
printed 5,000 pamphlets to be 
distributed in the Midori area. 
Four young people from the 
Tokyo churches came for four 
days to help distribute the 
pamphlets. Two thousand 
homes were contacted. 

The people have been very 
receptive to us and we enjoy 
their friendships. Although 
only a few will come to for­
mal Sunday worship services, 

Scenes from the Fathers' Day picnic: Mr. Tsuno gives a testimony. 
Children take part in games. 

many more are interested in 
evening meetings, Bible stud­
ies and special programs and 
parties like our Christmas 
party. One lady became a 
Christian just before Christ­
mas and several others are in 
various stages of beginning 
their Christian walk. Our 
biggest frustration is the dif­
ficulty we have in getting 
men involved. 

The few new Christians that 
have joined us are very act ­

ive in recruiting their friends 
to come to Bible studies, 
cooking classes, Christian 
movies and special meetings. 
The Fathers ' Day picnic is 
one example. 

Because our worship service 
attendance is very small, we 
try to plan special occasions 
that would interest a wider 
spectrum of people. We 
chose the Fathers ' Day theme 
of June to plan a Sunday 
picnic. It was exciting to 
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work with the young Christ­
ians of our church in the 
planning of this event and to 
see their eagerness to heln 
bring the gospel to others. 

The picnic began with a 
shared meal, then featured 
special music and a testimony; 
it ended with games and ice 
cream. The 85 people in a t ­
tendance at the picnic is a 
dramatic contrast to our 
usual service attendance of 
10 to 12. It is obvious that 
we must try non-traditional 
approaches to reach more 
people. For some of the 
men it was the first time 
they had come to anything 
connected with a church. 
Most of these were husbands 
and fathers of those involv­
ed in church-sponsored act ­
ivities. We were delighted 
by the attendance of some 
families whom we never ex­
pected to come. 

It is important for the Jap­
anese to see that Christians 
have good times too. Many 
Japanese have told us that 
they think that when one be­
comes a Christian he must 
adopt a whole list of thou-
shalt-nots and live a boring 
life. Some think of it as a 
religion for women only. We 
hope that some of what our 
group offers will create in­
terest rather than turn 
people off. 

The Sugata-Graybill-Deyhle 
team is working together to 
build a church here in Nagoya. 
Only God knows what the fu­
ture holds for us. We are 
trusting Him to direct us in 
the future as He has in the 
past. 

IN MEMORY OF 
JULIO GONZALEZ 

Pray for increased spir-
tual interest among the 
Japanese—especially 
the men. 

It grieves us when any 
brother in the Lord leaves 
this world, for we can no 
longer enjoy his fellowship. 
Julio Gonzalez, pastor of 
the Nazareno Brethren in 
Christ Church in Cuba, 
passed away on August 1, 
1983. He was the husband 
of Juana Garcia, pastor of 
the Cuatro Caminos church. 
Julio died of a disease com­
mon to the elderly people of 
Cuba. The disease kills 
brain cells leaving the victim 
dependent on others. 

The team of Juana and 
Julio has played a very im­
portant part in the matur­
ing and growth of the 
Cuban church. When 
Brethren in Christ mission­
aries were forced to leave 
Cuba in 1960, only one 
church was in existance, 
pastored by Juana. When 
Enrique Palacios visited 
them last year, he discover­
ed that another church had 
been established at Naza­
reno, this one pastored by 
Julio. 

Enrique Palacios made a-
another visit in early June, 
1983. He reports some 
very encouraging growth in 
the church there. During 
his 1982 visit, Enrique had 
provided teaching in meth­
ods of winning others to 

Christ without violating the 
laws of the country. The 
Cuban brothers have done 
a marvelous job of imple­
menting this instruction. 
In the past year, 36 new 
believers have entered the 
church. 

Jose Rodriguez has been 
named an associate pastor. 
His leadership will be inval­
uable in the absence of 
Julio Gonzalez. 

God has seen fit to take 
our brother Julio from us 
and bring him into His e-
eternal fellowship. Let 's 
praise God for the great 
work Julio has accomplish­
ed with the church in Cuba. 
And let 's pray that God 
would continue to bless the 
ministry that he was instru­
mental in establishing. 

PLEASE PRAY 
Personnel are urgently need­
ed at several Brethren in 
Christ institutions. A 
couple to serve in Secretary/ 
Office Management, mainte­
nance and hosting is needed 
at KenbrookCamp. At Upland 

Manor, a single girl/woman 
is needed to assist in the 
kitchen and with activities 
with elderly residents. The 
newly developing congrega­
tion at Northridge is in need 
of a youth leader (self-
supporting). 
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