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| Gloria

Randol Alan Bass
(1953-)

S

33333

SATB / piano or organ or orchestra
Randol Bass Music 101
Distributed by ESC Publishing

3

Composer

The music of Randol Bass has come to the forefront of American music over the past few years.
Although mainly known for his wind and band arrangements, Bass has begun to compose
original pieces for band and choir. Born in Fort Worth, Texas, Bass studied at The University of
Texas at Austin, The College-Conservatory of Music in Cincinnati, and The Ohio State
University’s Robert Shaw Institute. In 1982 he founded the Austin Symphonic Band which he
conducted for four years. Many of his holiday works are included on a cd entitled 4 Feast of
Carols which was recorded in 2003 by the National Symphony of London and the Tallis Choir.

A !...4‘ \L‘/

Composition

This particular setting of Gloria uses the traditional Latin text making use of multi-meter patterns
that are reminiscent of the dance music we hear in much of Eastern Europe. The writing of the
brass section gives a sense of fanfare and pomp while other sections are quite serene and
contemplative following the emotion of the text.

Technical Considerations

The use of the mixed meter pattern throughout could be a stumbling block. The conductor must
instill in the singers the use of the triple and duple feel. The pattern is the same each time: 5/8 —
6/8 — 2/4. The feeling should be this: triple, duple, triple, triple, duple, duple. Careful attention
must be placed on tempo changes at the beginning of each new motif. The composer has
carefully notated with textual directions how he wants the tempo leaving some interpretation
open to the conductor. For instance, allegro molto maestoso at the beginning could be
performed anywhere between 108-160 to the quarter note on the metronome but preferably at the
lower end because of the orchestration and the word maestoso. Each bridge between sections is
crucial to setting the mood and tempo of the upcoming section. The conductor has several
opportunities when performing this piece to use different means of accompaniment. Bass has
transcribed the orchestral accompaniment for use with piano or organ if the chorus does not have
the use of a full orchestra. '
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Stylistic Considerations

Bass has masterfully put together the Gloria from the Latin Mass text with a unique mixed meter
melody, while using some stunning harmonic progressions and modulations. His use of text
painting is noticed by the changing tonality, rhythm, tempo, and mood. = The Latin text should
not be a major stumbling block for the singers, but much care should be taken by the conductor
on uniformed vowels and clear, crisp consonants. Stylistically, the word excelsis always presents
a challenge to the conductor and singer. The conductor must choose what he prefers: ekfelsis,
or ekifelsis. The stark contrast between sections is not only evident in the meter changes but is
also evident in the composer’s markings as well as the use of the hemiola (syncopation of two
beats in the time of three or vice versa). The hemiola is used very effectively in ms. 35-50 in the
alto and tenor lines. This gives the listener a feeling of “peace” over and over as each hemiola
resolves to a nice harmonic balance. A prime example of this is ms. 36 where the minor second
of D#-E between the tenor and alto respectively resolves to a C#-F#. The harmonic progression
goes from an E major 6/5 [G#, D#, E, B] on beat three of ms. 36, to a f#minor6 [A, C#, F#] on
beat 2 of ms. 37. The tension resolves itself for a moment before it happens again in ms. 44,
The text, pax is dramatically used for this tension-release. Bass has been rather specific in score
markings for dynamics and articulations and these should be followed. Breaths are not as well
marked, thus giving the conductor some interpretive options.

Form and Structure

A difficulty aspect of this piece for any conductor is making this piece one large unit broken into
multiple smaller sections. The tendency will be to treat each individual small section alone, but
it must be looked at in the scope of the whole piece. As the score is broken down into
manageable sections, one will find sixteen individual sections ideal for teaching the piece to the
singers with some slight repetition of themes. The overall form of Gloria is:

Theme Tonal Center Measures

Intro C Major 1-10

A D Major 11-34

B E Major 35-53

C C Major 54-63

A D Major 64-76

Bridge A Major 77-80

D B Major 81-103

Bridge G Major 104-109

A Eb Major 110-124

E D Major 125-140

Inter. Modulation 141-146 (using the A rhythm in the accompaniment)
F E Major 147-162

G C Major 163-170 (using a recapitulation of the Intro)

Coda D Major 171-183 (using a recapitulation of the A theme/rhythm)




Text and Translation with IPA

[gloria gloria gloria gloria in ekfelsis deo.
Gloria. Gloria. Gloria. Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Glory. Glory. Glory. Glory to God in the highest.

et in terra paks ominibus bone voluntatis.

Et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis.

And  on earth peace to all those of good  will.

La:udamus  te beneditfimus te. adoramus te. glorifikamus  te.
Laudamus te. Benedicimus te. Adoramus te. Glorificamus te.

We praise thee. We bless thee. We adore thee. We glorify thee.
gratsias adzimus tibi propter mapam gloriam tuam.
Gratias agimus tibi  propter magham gloriam tuam.

We give  thanks to Thee because of Thy great glory.

domine deus, reks tfelestis, deus pater omnipotens.
Domine Deus, Rex coelestis, Deus Pater omnipotens.

Lord God, King of heaven, God  the Father, almighty.

dominge fili unidsemite  jesu  kriste.

Domine Fili unigemite, Jesu Christe.

Lord Jesus, the only  begotten Son.

domine deus, anus de:i  jesu, filius patris.
Domine Deus, Agnus Dei. Jesu, Filius Patris.

Lord God, Lamb of God. Jesus, Son of the Father.

Kwi  tol:lis pek:kata mundi, miserere nobis.

Qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.

Who takes away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.

Kwi  tol:lis pek:kata mundi, sufipe deprekatsionem nostram.
Qui tollis peccata mundi, suscipe, deprecationem nostram.
Who takes away the sins of the world, receive our prayer.

Kwi  sedes ad deksteram patris, miserere nobis jesu.
Qui  sedes ad dexteram Patris, miserere nobis. Jesu.
Who  sits at the right hand of the Father, have mercy onus. Jesus..




kwoniam tu, tu solus sanktus.

Quoniam tu, tu solus sanctus.

For Thou, Thou alone art holy.

Tu solus dominus. Tu solus altis:simus,  jesu, kriste.
Tu solus Dominus.  Tu solus altissimus, Jesu, Christe.
Thou alone Lord. Thou alone most  high, Jesus Christ.
Kum sankto spiritu, in = gloria dei.  patris amen.]
Cum Sancto Spiritu, in Gloria Dei.  Patris. Amen.
With  the Holy  Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Recordings

RCA Victor CD #09026-63252-2 (Cassette #09026-63252-4) Keith Lockhart and the Boston
Pops
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Psalm 96 “‘Chantez a Dieu”

J. P. Sweelinck
(1562-1621)

SATB a cappella
352-00004
Distributed by Theodore Presser Company

Composer

Sweelinck was born in the eastern area of the Netherlands into a musical family. His first
teacher most likely was his father. He stands alone as a unique figure in the history of music
during the Renaissance era.'! He was the organist at the Oude Kirk in Amsterdam for nearly
forty-five years and then passed that opportunity to his son. Among the many choral
compositions that Sweelinck is known for are The Calvinist Psalms. He composed 153 of these
all with French texts by Clément Marot and Théodore de Béze. Chantez d Dieu chanson
nouvelle is one of these Psalm settings.

Composition
Chantez d Dieu is a Calvinist Psalm setting which uses the French text of Psalm 96 as
paraphrased by Marot and Béze. This piece is written in the style of imitative polyphony This
piece is patterned after a motet or an anthem.

Technical Considerations

When performing this piece, one must remember that it was written to be sung in a cathedral
during the Renaissance. Thus, the short, crisp rhythms must be very accurate in order to not
“muddle” the sound. Much care must be given to what syllable, or non-syllable will be used by
the sings on any sixteenth note passages. The temptation for the singer will be to reiterate an “h”
for each rhythmic note. This could be used if so desired by the conductor. The specific
approaches are: sopranos measure 6, altos measures 7 and 23, tenors measurel0, and basses
measures 20 and 34. This piece is composed with a tonal center around the key of d minor
which then ends on a Picardy third.

! Shrock, Dennis. Choral Repertoire. New York, New York: Oxford University Press, 2009, pg. 46



Stylistic Considerations

When it comes to matters of style for this Renaissance piece, the conductor has some options to
consider. How fast should it be sung? Is the speed reflective of the text? What dynamics should
be created? Do these reflect the text?  When it comes to tempo, it should not be too fast that
the text is lost because of the French language, but yet should reflect the text of “Sing unto God a
new song.” Singing to God is a joyous occasion and thus, this piece must mirror that attitude. A
point in this piece that Sweelinck composed to express the text of “chantez” is the use of
imitation between voices in measures 10 and 24. In these points, Sweelinck uses sab echoed by
the tenors twice.

- Text and Translation with IPA

. Jate z a Dig fas> nuvel:la

o Chantez a Dieu chanson nouvelle,

o Sing unto  God songs thatare new,

D Jate z o} terr yniversel:lo
, Chantez, 0 terr’ universelle,
¢ You sing, O world praising His glory,

i Jate z o) ter;ro € SO nom benise
- Chantez, 0 terre et son  Nom bénissez,
D You sing, O world and  His name bless,
o £ do 3ur & 3ur  anonse
= Et de jour en jour annoncez
4 And from day to day  tell of Him,

‘

D Sa delivra s solemnel:le
) Sa délivrance solemnelle.
L . Upon His salvation solemnly look.

| used the “0” and “0” instead of the “2” because it needs to be the nasal vowel where marked.
| used the “@” instead of “a” because it needs to be the nasal vowel where marked.

_;
_
_
_
/
The “z” could possibly elide with the “a”, and “2”.
v




“Hallelujah, Amen” from Judas Maccabaeus

George Frideric Handel
(1685-1759)

SATB / piano or organ or orchestra
ECS No. 304
Distributed by E. C. Schirmer Music Company

Composer

Handel was born in Halle, Germany where he spent most of his growing up years studying music
theory, organ, violin, and harpsichord. At age twenty-one, Handel moved to Italy to begin
composing oratorios, cantatas and operas for different companies around the country. He held
many different positions throughout England. These included resident composer, music director
and co-director of the King’s Theatre. Handel’s choral works include twenty-one oratorios, four
Coronation Anthems, three Latin Psalm settings, ten odes, one masque, and one Passion.

Composition

Judas Maccabaeus was composed in 1746. The distinction of this oratorio is that it was the most
performed of Handel’s oratorios during his lifetime.> The libretto was written by Thomas Morell
and follows the story from I Maccabees 2-8 where Judas Maccabaeus and his brother Simon
defend Israel’s right against the Syrians to worship their God instead of false idols. The libretto
of this piece was intended to connect biblical and contemporary English characters. This was
deliberately done. There are eight choral movements, all written for SATB. The chorus,
“Hallelujah, Amen” is in act three of this oratorio and is often used individually.

Technical Considerations

This piece is not difficult to learn and has a theme that is catchy to all singers. The initial
representation of the theme is by the basses at the onset of this chorus. This begins a fugal
pattern with the theme that is passed around between voices for the first thirteen measures before
coming to a vertical homophonic section in measures 14-21. In this B section, the voices move
rhythmically in unison with the altos giving a slight variance in measures 15-16. From this point
to the ending choral coda, the A theme is interspersed very seldom. The voices move in
harmony throughout. The use of a false cadence (V — vi) in measure thirty-four, allows for a

2 Shrock, Dennis. Choral Repertoire. New York, New York: Oxford University Press, 2009, pg. 331
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break before a grand homophonic ending that resonds “hallelujah, amen” with a ff" dynamic
marking, and an adagio tempo marking. This sparks the sense of grandeur to recap this text.

Stylistic Considerations

When it comes to style, Handel’s composition denotes its own styling. This piece is militaristic
in its feel and grand in its form. Dynamics are scarce throughout other than a f for the first
entrance of the main theme and a ff at the first homophonic section. In regard to the textual
styling, the conductor must be sure to find the shorter phrases within long phrases. The text is
very repetitive so great attention must be made to give great clarity and excitement to the
listener.  Bringing out the theme in the A section in each voice will help give this piece
excitement and greater clarity. The theme is what is most important and should be given the
greater stage presence when it arises.

10
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“O schone Nacht”
Op. 92, No. 1

Johannes Brahms
(1833-1897)

SATB / piano
G. Schirmer, Inc.: 50316790
Edited by Maynard Klein

Composer |

Johannes Brahms was born in Hamburg, Germany and was first given musical instruction by his
father, a great musician in his own right. As he matured in his musical knowledge and training,
Brahms became enamored with the German Romantic poets of his time and immersed himself in
their works. He composed many of these texts for chorus or solo voice. As Brahms traveled
around Europe performing, he became friends with Robert and Clara Schumann. He stopped
composing in 1894 after the death of his friends that left him with no desire to write again.
However, he did compose Vier ernste Gesdnge as his friend, Clara Schumann was dying.

Composition |

The piece comes from a whole set of choral pieces dubbed, Opus 92, that are all composed for
four voices accompanied by a piano. Brahms first intended for this piece to be sung by four
soloists, not a choir.

Technical Considerations

It is interesting to note, as you examine the score, that the piano accompaniment has no real
bearing on the vocal parts. Yet, without it, the piece would not flow. The accompaniment is
very intricate in its’ rhythmic details. It sets itself apart from the voices while telling its own
version of this poetic story while the singers use the text to portray their perspective. The singers
must learn and be able to maintain a strict rhythmic independence in order to perform this work
to a high standard.

In the last six measures of this piece, there is a hemiola figure represented in the three
lower voices. The hemiola creates a “faux” rallentando that was used extensively in the Baroque
period. To further complicate the rhythm is the soprano part that is one beat offset from the
hemiola, and the accompaniment which plays on the “and” of the beat.

11
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Form and Structure

The tonality of this piece is centered around E major and the dominant of B major until measure
45 when the accompaniment flows into C major which the tenor/bass duet continues until
measure 63, at which point, E major returns to the end. This return of E major also denotes the

return of the original thematic material.

As you examine the thematic material of this piece, you would see that it returns three
times in different patterns. Brahms uses different voicing and different rhythmic changes to fit
the text. The harmonic structure used in each variation of voicing and rhythm is practically the

same.

Text and Translation

O schone Nacht!

Am Himmel marchenhaft

Erglantz der Mond in seiner ganzen Pracht;
Un ihn der kleinen Sterne liebliche
Genossenschaft.

Es schimmert hell der Tau

Am griinen Halm; mit Macht

Im Friederbusche schlédgt die Nachtigall;

Der Knabe schleicht zu seiner Liebsten sacht —
O schone Nacht!

O Lovely night!

In the heavens,

The moon gleams magically in all its splendor;
About it, the sweet comradeship

Of tiny stars.

The dew glimmers brightly

On the green blades of grass; with great power,
The nightingale sings out in the elder-bush;

The young man steals quietly to his sweetheart —
O lovely night!

12
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“Sure on This Shining Night”

from Nocturnes

Morten Lauridsen
(b. 1943)

SATB / piano
Peer Music: 0124115

Composer

The music of Morten Lauridsen has become very popular in the 20 century of American
composers. His music has been said to “capture the serenity of the texts that he sets.” His
compositions are filled with chords with added notes to evoke the listener to examine the text.
He has composed a vast repertoire of choral music.

Composition

“Sure on This Shining Night” is the third song in Lauridsen’s cycle, Nocturnes. The poetry used
was written by James Agee (1909-1955), a poet, novelist, journalist, film critic, and social
activist.

Historical Perspective

Nocturnes was composed as the Raymond W. Brock Memorial Commission piece for The
American Choral Directors Association in 2005. The premiere performance occurred in Los
Angeles in February, 2005, by the Donald Brinegar Singers with the composer at the piano.

Technical Considerations

The mixed meter used by Lauridsen in “Sure on This Shining Night” is masterfully done. There
is a great feeling of movement in the vocal line by the use of the change from three to four beats.
This greatly aids in the expression of the poetic text he has chosen for this piece. The use of the
two beat measures in place of a fermata causes the singers to continue the pulse instead of a
stagnant fermata sound which so easily happens when sustaining a tone. The biggest hurdle for
the conductor is the expressing of the text. It must not just become singing eighth notes, but

3 Mehaffey, Matthew W, Teaching Music through Performance in Choir. Chicago: GIA Publications, Inc., 2005, pg.
204.

13



actually telling the story of what was happening in the life of James Agee. A short study on the
difficulties in the life of Agee will give insight to the meaning of the text.

With regard to tempi markings, adherence is crucial to the overall piece. Following all
marked ritards, rallentandos, and a tempo will help continuity and the overall expression of the
piece.

333313

Stylistic Considerations

Lauridsen is very particular with each one of his pieces. He has careful considered and notated
his desire for articulation and dynamic changes no matter how subtle. Each conductor should be
diligent in preparing all of these markings. Score study is important for the conductor to be able
to evaluate and rehearse all the subtle changes that Lauridsen has written to create the greatest
overall effect with each one of his compositions.

14
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“King David”

Arthur Honegger
(1892-1955)

SATB/SAT soli/orchestra
E. C. Schirmer Music Company
Vocal Score No. 1665

Composer

Oscar-Arthur Honegger was born in France where he began his musical studies in violin and the
aspects of harmony. He was one of Les Six, a group of composers who reacted against the
impressionistic music of Debussy and Ravel, and against the style and grandeur of Wagnerian
music. Honegger’s music has certain characteristics to be noted: driving rhythms, very
rich/thick harmonic texture, and a weightier texture of sound. His creative use of counterpoint
shows his interest in the Baroque music of Bach. He quickly gained fame in the early 1920°s
with his “symphonic psalm” Le Roi David (“King David”). His works include 5 symphonies, 4
oratorios, 7 operas, 2 ballets, and numerous other mediums of vocal and instrumental
compositions.

Composition .

King David is considered the work which first brought Honegger to fame as a French composer.
It was written in 1923 as a symphonic psalm. Two years before, Honegger had written music for
the stage play of Rene Morax entitled, “Le Roi David.” He used Morax’s narrative and created
this great work.

Technical Considerations
There are many technically difficult passages throughout this work. The major challenge for all
vocalists with this piece is to notice each and every interval. There is a lot of chromaticism

‘throughout, even within individual measures. The orchestra or piano reduction gives very little

assistance to the voice parts. Thus, solidity in notes by every singer is crucial.

When sung in English, the text becomes difficult at times. The text must be very
articulated because of the tempi of certain movements. The largest obstacle will be to sing the
dramatic melodic lines while also proclaiming clearly the storyline. It is more than just notes
and beautiful lines. It is a Biblical account describing one of the greatest kings of Israel, David.
The orchestral parts are somewhat difficult and require impeccable counting and great attention
to details. ‘

15




Stylistic Considerations

This oratorio employs many different mediums as well as different musical characteristics. Mediums
employed are: narrator, witch of Endor, soprano, alto and tenor soli, male chorus, women’s chorus,
and mixed chorus. Musical characteristic that are found are: chant, Baroque counterpomt and even
some jazz idioms.

Form and Structure
This oratorio or symphonic psalm is divided into twenty-seven movements. These movements
are divided into three distinct parts which tell the story of King David.

Part 1 — movements 1-14
o the Lord directs the prophet Samuel to choose Saul to be the first ruler of the people of
Israel
¢ Saul disobeys and Samuel is told to crown David as King
¢ David battles against the Philistines
e Saul grows jealous of David

Introduction

The Song of David, the Shepherd
Psalm: All Praise to Him

Song of Victory

March

Psalm: In the Lord I Put my Faith
Psalm: O Had I Wings Like a Dove
Song of the Prophets

Have Mercy on Me, my Lord

10 Saul's Camp

11.Psalm: God, the Lord Shall Be my Light
12. Incantation _

13. March of the Philistines

14. The Lamentations of Gilboa

e SR ol S

Part 2 — movements 15-16
e David is crowned King
e David seeks to unify the nation of Israel

15. Festival Song (Song of the Daughters of Israel)
16. The Dance before the Ark

16
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Part 3 — movements 17-27
e David sins with Bathsheba
e David is punished for his sin

e David flees Jerusalem, loses his power as king, gains it back, and then dlsobeys God by

numbering the people
¢ David appoints Solomon to be the next king
e David dies ‘

17. Song, Now my Voice in Song Upsoaring

18. Song of the Handmaid

19. Psalm of Penitence

20. Psalm: Behold, in Evil I Was Born

21. Psalm: O Shall I Raise mine Eyes unto the Mountains?
22. The Song of Ephraim

23. March of the Hebrews

24. Psalm: In my Distress

25. Psalm: In this Terror, the Great God which I Adore
26. The Coronation of Solomon

27. The Death of David

17
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Rehearsal Schedule for Tuesday CC, Sept 6, 2011

o Warmups
Posture
(standing tall, shoulder rolls, balls of the feet, shoulder width,
weight balanced)
Breathing
(f's for 4,8 beats, yawning to raise the soft palette, breathing in
thru the nose silently and out the mouth)

e Hallelujah Chorus [Messiah pg. 171-74]
Themes, sight read

e Gloria [ms. 17-51] GIVE INTRO TO PIECE
[ ms. 17-26] Mark score ( O |, rests, and lifts), count in rhythm,

[ ms. 35-51] Mark scores (rests and cut-offs)
Sight read on “Doo”

e 3 Ships [pg. 16-20]
Hear in groups of 8 (2 on a part)
Divisi Sheet — go over that with them into 4 parts and 3 parts (h,m,l)

e Hallelujah Amen
[ms. 1-13] Mark score (breaths, lifts)

e Musicological Journey [vs. 1,2,3,4]
[review, give markings]

ASSIGNMENTS:
Gloria pg. 4-9
3 Ships pg. 12-15

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Anyone who would like to play piano for rehearsal and/or
concerts should let me know ASAP.

REMINDERS:

*NG mouthing words

*NO counting- off

*Talk TO people not the stand
*Model the PREP BREATH

18
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Rehearsal Schedule for Tuesday CC, Sept 20, 2011

e Warmups
Posture
(standing tall, shoulder rolls, balls of the feet, shoulder width,
weight balanced)
Breathing
(f's for 4,8 beats, yawning to raise the soft palette, breathing in
thru the nose silently and out the mouth)

e Gloria
Ms. 54 -63 check notes, rhythms, mark 4 part split

Rehearsal Schedule for Tuesday CC, October 11, 2011

e Gloria

Ms. 81-89 “doot” all changing rhythms/notes
Notice moving parts
Speak text in rhythm

Ms. 91-106  address text in rhythm

“Cutoffs” ms. 38,STB (& of 3)
ms. 42, SATB (& of 3)
ms. 46, STB (& of 3)
ms. 105, SATB (lift after nobis)

Rehearsal Schedule for Tuesday CC, November 1, 2011

e Gloria
Pg. 22 notes
Take out rest first 5/8 measure (no breath until 177 eight
rest)
Ms. 104-105 work out meter change
Ms. 125 dental “tu”
Ms. 141 work out phrases
Taller vowels
Ms. 147 must go somewhere on each note
Ms. 162 check middle men notes
e Chantez

No “n” except “nouvelle, universelle, benissez, annoncez, soemnelle

19
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Rehearsal Schedule for Tuesday CC, Dress Rehearsal Week, 2011

Gloria

Ms. 32-35
Ms. 54

Ms 77
Ms. 81

Ms. 91-100
Ms. 125
Ms 174

no tempo change & sloppy text

ladies entrance = f

Men= sloppy cutoff

use rest in text “do-mi-ne)

open “00” lots of space in mouth
Ladies text must be pronounced better
don’t diminuendo the first “suscipe”
prepare the breath with dental “tu”

f entrance for all

20 .




Video Evaluation of Rehearsal
Tuesday October 11, 2011

While watching this video of a rehearsal I see good things that could be even better, and
not so good things that need some attention.

Good things:
e 1:50 — prep breath was clear and precise
e 6:40 — prep breath was much better than 6:33
e 14:05 — “suscipe” gesture from fto p repeat was good

Not so good things:
e 2:55 - prep not good
e 10:00 —look very “disinterested” during all interludes

I ask myself, “Brian, why do you look at the music so much?” I answer, “I don’t know.” It
doesn’t seem that I look that often until I watch the video. Iknow the score and all the details so
why don’t I just look at the choir? I will work on that aspect of my conducting.

I notice that I put my right hand in the pocket while I am speaking. I don’t know why, but that is
a reminder about distractions.

My face is not “alive” very often. It seems that my concentration on conducting and the
knowledge of the score outweighs my facial involvement with the singers. In order for my
singers to do what I expect, I must show them what I want them to do. This includes my facial
expressions. I must work on this aspect of conducting.
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