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Does Jesus mean it? 

Jesus didn't invent the Law of the Stranger after He walked in 
Galilee. Moses had received that Law from God long before, in the 
desert — "The stranger must be as one of your own" (Lev. 19:34). 
No individual or family can take ALL the strangers into their house. 
This is a command that is shared by God's people. When it is done 
well, the "stranger" quickly disappears — and is transformed into 
a sharing sister or brother. 

does the 

stranger 

really NEED 

me? 

It's good news (Gospel) that we don't have to do all the love ser
vice alone. God's plan is revolutionary — the objects of our min
istry quickly become participants, from "the first day", as the Apos
tle Paul discovered. 

But note one more thing about the stranger — it's Jesus! The 
Jews assumed that God's people were always "at home" and had an ob
ligation to accept the stranger (sinner) into their nice homes. But 
the revolutionary Jesus turned that around. By going with a carry
ing bag, Jesus became the homeless stranger. The importance of taking 
in the stranger only has real meaning after we have experienced being 
strangers. 

Hmmm! Is THATwhatHe means? If so, we can't escape the Judgment 
as "stay-at-home" Christians. We must go at least far enough beyond 
the shelter of our own homes to feel what it's like to be a stranger. 
And then we must do our loving as needy strangers, not just as afflu
ent hosts. What a command! 



Does He MEAN it? 
Sickness plagued the towns and cities Jesus visited. Sickness 

and sadness are prevalent today. Divine healing comes as much through 
a gentle touch, a loving word and the smell of a flower as it does 
by a supernatural miracle and the skill of trained physicians.A glad 
heart is excellent medicine, the wise man says in Proverbs. "Love 
action" must flow from every life that has been touched by the Master 
Physician. 

how can I 

HELP my 

sick neighbor? 

Nakedness has bothered mankind since Adam and Eve discovered it. 
Clothing comforts, protects and beautifies. Because normal people 
want and need clothes, loving one's neighbor as oneself demands that 
everyone shares according to the need. Overexposure of any kind is 
hazardous. The look on the two boys' faces in the picture tells an 
important story. The confidence and well-being of the one is in con
trast with the anxiety of the other. Jesus tells us it is important 
to clothe the naked. One way to avoid seeing the naked is to hide 
in our own houses, but that is not what Jesus told us to do. He will 
judge us according to our compliance with His directives. 

what does 

it FEEL like 

to be naked? 

How close must we get to the needs of the world? If we accept the 
truth that love is ACTION, we are only safe as we practice love where 
we are. First, we start going, looking and listening. Then, we re
spond. As we do that, individually, we soon discover that much of 
the need can only be met by group action. Facing individual account
ability, we are responsible for what we can do as individuals and what 
we must do together. God planned it that way — it's a part of His 
plan of redemption. 
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Food for 
So many children of the world 
Don't have enough to eat. 
They cannot have fresh food for lunch 
Like corn or carrots sweet. 

A girl or boy across the sea 
Would like some vegetables, too. 
So if you want to help them out, 
Here'^ what you have to do: 
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Hang your dollars, quarters, dimes, 
On a vegetable mobile. 
So you can share unselfishly 
With those whose needs are real. 

Then when the cards are all filled up 
You send the money in. 
Now MCC, in Jesus' name, 
Will help the work begin. 

"God loves a cheerful 
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r Friends 
Beans and flour and meat and milk 
For children along the Wile 
Are needed for lunch at school each day 
Now, won't you help them smile? 

A family in Columbia wants 
Some pigs and chicks to raise. 
By helping them have meat and eggs 
You'll give a gift that pays. 

Wheat and rice are hard to grow 
In African lands like Chad. 
But money helps buy wells and pumps 
To make the farmers glad. 

irt's true that every small bit helps. 
Your gift can make a start. 
To give is blessed, Jesus said, 
If coming from the heart. 

ierful giver." 2 Cor. 9:7 
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