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CONVERSATIONS
Adam Carter

Conversations are going extinct.
Now I’m not saying we don’t talk anymore, because we certainly do.
But do we really listen?
Conversations are meant to be a gateway:
a place of vulnerability that allows others to see your point of view.
A means to create intimacy, share feelings, and spread joy.
Conversations have been replaced as a means to make war,
to incriminate, discriminate, and interrogate.
We don’t talk to hear others’ views, but to indoctrinate with our own.
When we listen, we let words enter our hearts and wade in the waters.
There, we can declare their worth,
now we build walls to keep them from even touching our skin.
Words must be sharper than before,
meticulous in their delivery.
If not, your reputation will be maimed.
Now being slow to speak isn’t a bad thing:
God directs us to be.
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But what if we stopped focusing on what someone is saying
and instead, why they’re saying it?
What if instead of worrying about our attack and defense,
we worried about our enemies’ cries and laments?
What if we loved those who don’t love?
Cared for those who don’t care?
Fought for those whom we fight against?
What if we actually listened?
Lay down your guard,
your stereotypes,
your prejudice,
your hatred,
and just listen.
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