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REPORT ON NICARA@

My visit of one week (October 5-12) with our mission and church
in Nicaragua was a very pleasant one, in which even the weather co-
operated nicely. It was the most pleasant time of the year, which
helped everyone feel optimistic and ready for work.
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The 1l-year development plan as envisaged and planned for several
years ago is slightly ahead of schedule. There are now 12 places
where services are conducted though some have just started and do
not have organized congregations. Here is a list of the places and
people involved:

ESQUIPULAS (first church)—Enrique Palacios, pastor, President
of the Brethren in Christ Church in Nicaragua.

ARPOYO (second church) —Antonio Moreno, pastor, General Treasurer
of the Church.

SCHICK (third church)—Ambrosio Salmeron, pastor, Vice Fresident
of the Church. .

BELLO HORIZONTE (fourth church)—Bert Sider, pastor. Home Bible
study groups feeding into church activities.

TICUANTEPE (fifth church)—Eduardo Logo, pastor.

NINDIRI (sixth church)—Angel Perez, pastor. Growing congrega-
tion, will probably enlarge their building.

SANTO DOMINGO—Felix Rivas, pastor. Meeting in rented room—a
place where early contacts were made in the '60s. Middle/
upper class moving into area, which makes the land very ex-

pensive.
SANTA ROSA (touching Bello Horizonte) —Juan Gaitan, pastor.
JUIGALPA (90 miles east of Managua) —Caesar Navas, pastor. )

LAS PAIMAS (20 miles SE of Juigalpa) —meetings being held here
by Pastor Navas. \

BOACO (60 miles NE of Managua)—Pastor Antonio Moreno helps with
services every two weeks.
MONTE HOREB (La Seibita, near Masaya) —Rocendo Perez, pastor.
® % %
A meeting with the Directive Committee (the newly-formed admin-

istrative Board of the Church) was held at the church at Monte Horeb
(La Seibita, near Masaya) one afternoon and evening. This was a
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\al carpenter received assistance
MEDA (Memnonite Economic Develop-
Associates) to enlarge his shop.
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good opportunity to share both in fraternal fellowship and also in
understandings of cooperation between the Church and the Board for
Missions.

% % %

One of our keen leaders is an energetic and dedicated lady,
Cecilia Chapano. She is a school teacher and Secretary of the
Brethren in Christ Church. She is able to express herself and offer
constructive help in the life of the congregation at Ticuantepe and
in the Brethren in Christ Church Board meetings. She is a valuable
person in the Church who can help give the women more visibility and

involvement.
% % %

The planting of a Brethren in Christ Church in Nicaragua is gain-
ing momentum. Our church is still a small group compared with the
larger and older evangelical groups of Latin America. But the
Church's vision and burden for outreach surpasses that of our other
overseas churches.

After some years of struggle, church leaders began to emerge—
faster than the missionaries had hoped to believe. CQCur superinten-
dent, Bert Sider, accepts this fact as a challenge to keep up and
to keep out of the way of indigenous development.... Tc be support-
ive of them (church workers and missionaries) in their present new
efforts seems to me to be our greatest opportunity for involvement
with them.

An insight into the kind of relationships which have de-
veloped between the Nicaraguans and the missionaries:

"On Saturday morning, Bert Sider's housekeeper Elsa
asked him if he was going to the funeral (of a friend
they both knew). He replied, 'Yes.'

"ot in that shirt, you're not,’ she quipped, as
she observed his bright orange shirt.

"He changed shirts!"

(To be helpful to each other, sharing the wisdom God gives
each of us, is agreat freedom available to Christian sisters
and brothers...across cultural lines.)




