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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR
DR.TINA KELLER

Concern… Love… Kindness… Humility…
September, 2020
My family and I enjoy collecting treasures as we walk on the
beach. This year, I was drawn to the smooth, polished rocks. I
watched as the waves pulled them back and forth; the constant

1 Peter 3: 8-9 (CEV)

tide followed by the abrasion of sand. As far as I could see, there
wasn’t a rock to be found that possessed sharp jagged edges or a
rough surface. There were plenty of broken shells.
The relentless tide reminded me of this summer and past
semester. We have experienced sudden change, loss, loneliness,
uncertainty, fears and injustice. We have been stretched to learn
and teach in new ways. If I am completely honest, there are times
when it just feels surreal. Then, I am reminded that life is a
process of change. The waves never allow things to stay as they
are. The rocks become polished as the shells become splintered
and shattered. The same waves with different results.
It was that realization that made me think to this upcoming
academic year. There are wonderful and exciting aspects!

Finally, all of you should
agree and have concern
and love for each other.
You should also be kind
and humble. Don’t be
hateful and insult people
just because they are
hateful and insult you.
Instead, treat everyone
with kindness…

Messiah College is now Messiah University! I have become the
incoming department chair. We will be together on campus.
There are also stressful uncertainties. How will social distancing
and safety precautions impact teaching and learning? How I can
work to keep everyone as safe as possible?
So, how do I deal with these new times of change? I feel the
wave’s pull and the sand’s grit. There are times when I feel
broken and hold tight to my shattered ideas of how things used
to be. I see a world filled with the pain of violence and racism,
the hurt of the marginalized cries out for justice. How do we
endure the crashing tide?

On the Cover:

Emily Watson works with a student at our Migrant Education eSTEAM Saturday event on campus.

I was drawn to reading 1 Peter as the intended recipients of this
letter were experiencing trials and persecution. The final
declaration in the letter is that they should have concern and
love for each other and should be kind and humble. I have
decided that these four attributes; concern, love, kindness and
humility will remind me of how I am to interact with the waves
of change.
This month I will focus on kindness. How does one enact
kindness? I am sure that we could list many ways that we have
experienced kindness. Often these instances arise from
unplanned moments of grace. Yet, there are also opportunities
to plan for kindness.
My daughter’s Girl Scout Troop likes to paint rocks with
uplifting messages and then hide them around our community.
I thought about the joy and laughter as the girls were painting
their cheerful messages. I have decided that my summer beach
rocks would be a way to spread some kindness across campus. I
have collected rocks from our beach trip and turned them into
kindness rocks that I hid all over campus. I also have a few rocks
on a table outside my office. If you happen to find one, pick it
up, feel the smooth edges to be reminded of the waves and
sand that caused that transformation. Be reminded of the
shattered shells. Let the rock whisper to you that change can
refine and polish your own life. Choose to see the good and
beauty in all that is around you. Choose to be refined and not
shattered. Choose not to repay hate with hate. Choose to be
kind.
Then, hide the rock in a new location on campus so that
someone else can find it. Sure, it is only a painted rock. Yet it is
a small entrance into the realm of kindness. If you find a rock, I
would love to see you add a picture and tag our Instagram
account @messiaheducationdept. #KindnessRocks #MessiahED
https://www.instagram.com/messiaheducationdept/
I have a challenge for you. What are you doing in your school or
community that fosters kindness during this time of change?
Share your pictures and stories. Together we will find ways to
take the words of 1 Peter 3:8-9 to heart and action. You can
email me your photos and stories at tkeller@messiah.edu.
Here is to a wonderful year
together!
All the Best,
Dr. Keller

STUDENTS IN THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

Kellie Drobenak

MEET KELLIE
Hometown: Hershey, PA
Home School District: Derry
Township School District
Major: Early Childhood
Education (PreK-4) / Senior
Minor: Human Development
and Family Sciences

Why did you choose Messiah?
I wanted a place where my faith was aligned with my academics. I knew that I'd be looking at and
learning about teaching through a Christian lens, which has made a huge difference when I'm out in
the schools.

What do you love about Messiah?
Having small class sizes has always been something I've loved about Messiah. It's given me the
opportunity to form strong relationships with my professors and feel more comfortable sharing
during class discussions. We also have Warm Cookie days in Lottie - which you don't want to miss!

When given
lemons...
by Dr. Carol Buckley
IN EDUC 304 (MATH: CLIMATE, CURRICULUM, AND INSTRUCTION II) SPRING 2020 SEMESTER, WE
MADE “LEMONADE”. NOT LITERALLY, BUT RATHER FIGURATIVE VIRTUAL LEMONADE. HERE IS THE
RECIPE:
TAKE 1 UNDERGRADUATE MATH METHODS CLASS OF COMPETENT JUNIORS – SQUEEZE WELL
STIR IN 1 ENTIRE MISSED SERVICE DAY OPPORTUNITY
ADD AMPLE ANXIETY ABOUT MATH IN SOCIETY AT LARGE
FOLD IN A HANDFUL OF NERVOUS PARENTS WHO ARE NOW RESPONSIBLE FOR TEACHING THEIR
CHILD
COMBINE WITH ENTHUSIASM AND SUPPORT UNTIL SATURATED
SPRINKLE WITH TECHNOLOGY TO TASTE
TO ME, AT LEAST, IT FELT LIKE THAT WAS HOW WE STIRRED UP A SUCCESSFUL VIRTUAL SUPPORT
PROJECT LEMONADE IN THE MIDST OF THE START OF THE “COVID CRISIS”.
ONE OF THE THINGS I HAVE ALWAYS LIKED MOST ABOUT MESSIAH IS THE FOCUS ON SERVING. WITH
THE URGENT SWITCH TO REMOTE TEACHING AND LEARNING CAME THE CANCELLATION OF “SERVICE
DAY”, A HALLMARK OF MESSIAH UNIVERSITY. WITH THE HELP OF STUDENTS IN EDUC 304, WE
QUICKLY COMBINED ALL OF THE INGREDIENTS OF THIS CRISIS WHICH, TAKEN ALONE COULD BE
OVERWHELMING. BUT STIRRED TOGETHER, THEY RESULTED IN A REWARDING LEARNING
EXPERIENCE.
STUDENTS IN THIS CLASS WERE CHARGED WITH FINDING SOMEONE WITH A CHILD IN GRADES 3-8
THAT NEEDED MATH ASSISTANCE, AND PROVIDE SUSTAINED HELP. THEY CHOSE WHO THEY HELPED
AND IN WHAT WAY, AS LONG AS IT INVOLVED APPLYING MATH TEACHING SKILLS WE HAD LEARNED IN
CLASS.
THIS PROJECT REPRESENTS A LEARNING EXPERIENCE FOR ALL INVOLVED. WITH THE HELP OF GOD,
WE CAN DO WONDERFUL THINGS THAT WE DIDN’T KNOW WE COULD DO. SARAH HAVERSTICK, A
STUDENT IN THIS CLASS WRITES: “I ABSOLUTELY LOVED DOING THIS ASSIGNMENT! IT FELT SO
GREAT TO BE ABLE TO EXTEND MY STUDENT’S MATH EXPERIENCE, CRAFT PERSONAL PROBLEMS, AND
SEE HOW EXCITED HE WAS EVERY TIME I CHATTED WITH HIM. SERVING SOMEONE IN THE COMMUNITY
THROUGH VIRTUAL MATH SUPPORT WAS SUCH A GREAT IDEA DURING THIS CRAZY TIME.”

DEVOTIONAL
A MONTHLY DEVOTION WRITTEN BY MESSIAH
UNIVERSITY EDUCATION SENIORS

WALKING WITH JESUS

How often do we take time to walk with the Lord? Every day we walk to a variety of different
places. Close your eyes. Where have you walked today? Perhaps with your dogs, to your cars,
around the grocery store, while on the phone with a friend. As humans, it is easy for our lives to
be fully consumed by the earthly demands all around us. We fill our time, until sometimes it feels
like there’s no room to breathe. Sometimes, we forget Jesus.
Did you know that the Lord wants to walk with you? We get caught up in the hustle and bustle of
life, forgetting Who satisfies us and Who gives us rest. The Lord desires that we spend time with
Him! He loves you dearly. He knows everything about you. The Creator of the Universe fully
knows you and fully loves everything about you. Let the Lord be your closest confidant. Bring Him
the worries that burden you, the desires of your heart, the victories, the losses. As you walk daily
with the Lord, how would your life change if you took time to really walk with Him? He calls us
out onto the waves. We can put our trust in Jesus, knowing fully that He is good!
Take that challenge this week. Set aside daily time for your spiritual walk with Jesus. Maybe in
your room. Maybe at the kitchen table. Or maybe a go outside and smell the fresh air kind of walk
with Jesus! Surround yourself with the creation of the Lord. He so intricately created each and
every part of the world and yet He cares so much more deeply for you. Let your physical walk be a
tool to grow your spiritual walk. Talk with the Lord and tell him what’s on your heart and thank
Him for his faithfulness. Treasure that quiet time alone with the Lord and remind yourself of His
truths.
Written by Rachel Sehon
Early Childhood Education (PreK-4)
TESOL minor

Building Community
Sharing our smiles behind face masks!
One priority in the Education Department is to build community,
even during a season of social distancing and healthy protocols.
Dr. Burchard created magnet badges for her students that show their
faces when wearing face masks. Students may wear those during their
classes, but more importantly may wear them when teaching in the
field so the children who they teach may see their smiles.

Trends in the Field
The Supreme Court’s Recent Decisions
on Religion and Schools
The U. S. Supreme Court had not taken up a major religion in schools
case since 2002. But this session it heard two. The first, Espinoza v.
Montana, is a truly landmark case. Back in the 19th century many states
in a flurry of anti-Catholic sentiment passed amendments to their state
constitutions forbidding any taxpayer money from going to religious
schools. These so-called “Blaine Amendments” were passed after a similar amendment,
sponsored by James G. Blaine, failed at the federal level. One of the states to pass such an
amendment, Montana, also created a tax-credit scholarship program in 2015 that allowed families
to put money they would have spent on state taxes into a scholarship fund that they could then
use to pay for private, religious education. This policy clearly violated the state’s Blaine
amendment, but private school advocates argued that the Blaine amendments were
unconstitutional. In a 5 to 4 decision, the conservative majority on the Supreme Court agreed.
This is a huge decision. 37 states have Blaine amendments in their state constitutions. They
have all been declared unconstitutional, which means that in every state in the country it is now
legal to fund private, religious schools with taxpayer dollars.
The second case, a combined ruling on Our Lady of Gaudalupe School v. Morrissey-Berru
and St. James School v. Biel, received less media attention but was still of great consequence.
In this 7-2 decision the Court sided against two teachers, both of whom sued the Catholic school
that had employed them, one claiming age discrimination and the other discrimination based
upon a medical condition (breast cancer). The schools argued that teachers like Biel and
Morrissey-Berru fall under the “ministerial exception” the Court had enumerated in an earlier case
in 2014 and were thus not guaranteed protection under the Americans with Disabilities Act or the
Age Discrimination in Employment Act. The Court agreed. Private, religious schools thus no
longer must comply with federal equal employment law in the hiring and firing of their teachers,
who are now viewed as the equivalents of ministers.
Putting the two cases together, 2020 could turn out to be a pivotal year in the history of
school choice in the United States. The Supreme Court has just cleared the way for more
taxpayer money to shift away from public to private schools, and it has freed those schools from
having to abide by the rules of fair hiring practices imposed on other organizations. It is not
difficult to envision a future case where these two principles come into conflict, as some
taxpayers may take issue with their tax dollars being spent to fund schools that potentially
discriminate not just by age or health status, but by religious affiliation, sexual preference, and so
on. If you’ve been watching the Supreme Court this year you’ve probably heard that many
conservatives were outraged by some of the decisions Chief Justice Roberts, who has become
the swing vote, handed down. In education, however, the “conservative legal movement” had a
great year.
Milton Gaither

LITERACY

THE CHILDREN'S
CHRISTIAN BOOK
AWARD®

BY SARAH FISCHER
...the golden
Christian Book
Award® seal on
the cover of a
book increases
the likelihood a
child will have
ready access to
the text...

You may be familiar with some of the most prestigious annual children's book
awards given in the United States, such as the Caldecott (for best illustrations
in a children's book) and the Newbery (for best work of children's literature).
But, did you know that there is also a national book award for best children's
Christian book published each year?
Since 1978, the Christian Book Award® has been awarded annually by the
Evangelical Christian Publishers Association with the goal of celebrating
excellent Christian literature and its impact on readers' faith journeys. In the
children's category, judges use many of the same criteria to evaluate the books
that are used for the Caldecott and Newbery. (Explore all of the judging criteria
on the ECPA website: https://www.ecpa.org/page/cba_criteria_child.) As
educators, I think it's very important for us to pay attention to award programs
like this, because, like all awards given to literature for children, the golden
Christian Book Award® seal on the cover of a book increases the likelihood a
child will have ready access to the text through public, school, and church
libraries or major booksellers.
I had the privilege of serving on the committee to award the 2020 Christian
Book Award® for best Christian children's book for ages 0-8 and I'm pleased to
share that the winner of this year's award went to Laugh and Learn Bible for Kids
by Phil Vischer (of Veggie Tales fame). For a preview of this book and the other
2020 children's Christian Book Award® finalists, check out the award website:
https://christianbookawards.com/finalists.html

DR. MELINDA
BURCHARD
PROFESSOR SPOTLIGHT
Office: Boyer 409
Email: mburchard@messiah.edu

FAVORITE SCRIPTURE VERSE AND WHY
“…As you did it to one of the least of these, my brothers,
you did it to me.” Matthew 25:40
Special Education is my calling, an act of service. As I
serve children and adults with disabilities, or teach my preservice teachers to serve these precious “least of these”, it
motivates me to know that service is to my King!

EDUCATIONAL
BACKGROUND
George Mason University, Ph.D.
James Madison University, M.Ed.
The College of William & Mary, B.A.

CLASSES I TEACH
Positive Behavior Supports
High Incidence Instructional
Strategies
Low Incidence Instructional Strategies
Inclusion Practices
Communication Disorders

HOW DID I BECOME INTERESTED IN MY FIELD?
When I was just ten, my neighbor, Russ, stole my heart. Russ had
Down Syndrome and only three words, motivating me to
communicate creatively as I joined his family on frequent outings.
That same year, I read, "The Family Nobody Wanted" by Helen
Doss, and felt called to adopt children with disabilities. My
journey from there includes adoption, parent training, teaching
special education, coordinating a learning strategies program,
and now teaching pre-service teachers at Messiah University.

SERVICE
Coordinator of Special Education
Coordinator of Speech and Language
Pathology Minor

RESEARCH INTERESTS
IEP Quality
Teacher Self-Efficacy
Information Literacy for EvidenceBased Teaching Practices

HIDDEN TALENT
This summer I sewed over 200 face masks for teachers whose
students cannot afford them. My granddaughter helped me sort
and count the masks into class sets.

EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF MESSIAH UNIVERSITY

EAMU
UPDATE

The 2020-2021 EAMU officers are excited
to bring all Messiah University students
pursuing a teaching certification some
awesome opportunities this year.
This year's officers are
Junior Kendra Gilbert - President
Junior Abby Lawrence - Vice President
Sophomore Clayton Hillson - Treasurer
Junior Shannon Ihrer - Secretary and
Multimedia Coordinator

This year we plan to continue many of
the workshops and events we have
put on in past years and add more
opportunities.
Some of the ideas the officers are
considering are workshops on how
to talk to your students about race
and
racism, connecting students with
professors, and ways to connect
education majors with each other.
We are also always happy to hear
suggestions from students and
professors.

NEW YEAR - NEW NAME - NEW OFFICERS

Trauma Informed
Messiah University Graduate Student Dakota Miller presented her
Master's Project in August. She created a website that assists
educators in becoming trauma informed. Her research looked at
the ways that English learners are an especially vulnerable
population.

https://dakotahmillermk.wixsite.co
m/trauma-informed
Website for Educators
A large number of students experience trauma (40% of
U.S. students).

Research shows that many teachers

have not received adequate training to manage
students with trauma in their classrooms. Unaddressed
trauma can cause severe consequences for students
throughout their lifetime.

Teachers and staff suffer from

secondary trauma or vicarious trauma as a result of
working with traumatized students.

Certain populations

of students are more likely to experience trauma than
other students. (Ex: ELs due to their migration stories
and the current political climate.)Trauma-informed
education can help to heal students from their trauma
and help them build resiliency skills to navigate their
future with confidence.

Learn More About Messiah's Graduate Programs
https://www.messiah.edu/education

PROFESSOR
NICOLE
PHILIPKOSKY
PROFESSOR SPOTLIGHT
Office: Boyer 422
Email: nphilipkosky@messiah.edu

FAVORITE SCRIPTURE VERSE AND WHY
EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND
Working toward Ed. D
at Temple University
Penn State University, M. Ed/ESL
Kutztown University, B.S. Ed/Speech
& Theatre

CLASSES I TEACH
EDUC 309 English Language
Learning in TESOL/ESL Classrooms
EDUC 401 TESOL/ESL Seminar
EDUC 402 TESOL/ESL Internship

SERVICE
Girls Scouts
PTO
LIttle Free Library Steward

RESEARCH INTERESTS
TESOL
Refugee success
MIddle school learners

I turn daily to the words of Matthew 7:12 to guide me as a
daughter, a sister, a wife, a mother, and teacher, “Do unto
others, as you would have them do unto you.” The beloved
Golden Rule can be applied to all areas, all ages, and all stages
of life.

FAVORITE TEACHING MOMENT
A few years I had the privilege of teaching middle school
ESL students. Seeing struggling 6th graders come back as
confident 7th graders able to navigate the hallways by
understanding their new schedule, opening their locker
locks on the first try, and knowing which lunch line to
stand in for different choices will always be a favorite for
me. We would spend SO much time learning those things
the previous year! However, when I saw those same
students help someone else who was struggling-oh my, was
that heart-warming!

HOW DID I BECOME INTERESTED IN MY FIELD?
One summer, while working on my degree, I was hired to
be a nanny for a Turkish family who recently moved to the
US. I could converse with the parents well, but not the
children. So we played UNO-a lot! Colors and numbers-we
wore out that deck of cards by August! That experience
alone introduced as well as inspired me to look at the
world of TESOL, and I haven't looked back since!

HIDDEN TALENTS
I was known as "Goldie Bear," Kutztown University's
mascot (at the time) duirng my undergrad years!

TECHNOLOGY CORNER
Our Favorite Online Resources and Tools

FINDING THE RIGHT TOOL
FOR THE JOB: TECH
LESSONS FROM
A PANDEMIC

Dr. Jennifer Fisler

In March 2020 when the COVID-19 pandemic closed schools in Pennsylvania and across the country, our
student teachers and many of our junior field experience students met the challenge and quickly learned
some of the ins and outs of online teaching. One of the most critical lessons to learn about using technology
to teach is to stay focused on the learning goal. Use the technology that best supports your goals for your
students! Here are some of the resources they used to become more proficient in teaching online and/or
support student learning in the online context.

Seesaw-Student engagement, formative assessment, communication with families
Zoom- Direct instruction via lecture, visuals, videos, whiteboards, Engagement via polls and chat,
Small group discussion via breakout rooms
Padlet- Collaborative digital poster board to share ideas
Jamboard- Collaborative whiteboard
Pear Deck- Formative assessment and student engagement
Adobe Spark- Create and share visual stories
Flipgrid- Discussion and assessment through student created videos
Google Classroom /GSuite for Education- Organization and Sharing Activities
For more ideas of how educators are using technology to support students and families in an online or hybrid context,
check out these resources:
• Wicked Ed Tech: https://sites.google.com/view/wickedtech/the-4-cs/collaboration
• CAIU Resources: https://sites.google.com/capitalareaiu.org/remotelearningresources/educator-resources?
authuser=0
• Rechargelearning: http://rechargelearning.blogspot.com/2020/03/remote-learning-doesnt-just-have-to-be.html

ALUMNI ADVICE
LESSONS FROM MESSIAH ALUMNI

ALUMNI PROFILE

Tyler
Pursell
CLASS

OF

2019

East Pennsboro Middle School,
Pennsylvania
Seventh Grade STEM Teacher

ADVICE FOR FUTURE
TEACHERS
In your first year of teaching,
remember to give yourself
grace. You will learn so much
in your first year about
pedagogy and students. Take
what you learn, and allow it
to make you a better
educator each and every day.
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The Dorothy J. Gish
Women in Leadership
Award is named in honor of Dr.
Dorothy Gish, Academic Dean
Emeritus and former Professor of
Early Childhood and Family
Education at Messiah University. This
award is used to support worthy
leadership opportunities for fulltime, undergraduate women students
at Messiah University. This award
opportunity is offered both fall
and spring semesters.

For fall 2020 consideration,
complete the online
application by NOON
September 30th.
Application Link

Upcoming
Events
MARK

YOUR

SEPTEMBER

Co-Teaching Training September 1 for
current Student Teachers
EAMU Back 2 School Bash! September 1
6:30pm meet by the covered bridge
TEP Mandatory Meeting for First Year

CALENDARS

OCTOBER

EAMU Campus Scavenger Hunt Date TBD
EAMU First Year Teacher Panel Date TBD
Pennsylvania Council for the Social Studies
State Conference October 22nd-24th
HarrisburgPACTE conference October 28-30

Students September 15 4:00-5:00 via
zoom. Email cwickey@messiah.edu
EAMU Teaching in a Time of Social
Change Panel September 16 via zoom
Dorthy Gish Women in Leadership
Award Application Due September 30th

Would you like to contribute to our newsletter? Do you have an idea for an article?
We would love to hear from current students or Messiah Alumni!
Email ideas to tkeller@messiah.edu

FOLLOW US

