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HEARD IN
THE

CLASSROOM

TRENDS IN THE FIELD

Marcelia Gartner

"I am really enjoying is in my EDUC 301
course literacy: climate curriculum and
instruction, where we are learning about
marginalia and uncontrolled scribbles.
With these, young readers draw or write
in the margins of a text and these marks
are used to explore the world and the
literature that they are processing. These
marks can be stigmatized by society but
we should be encouraging young
readers to use these tools to enjoy
reading.”

Students in EDUC 311

TESOL/ESL Minors in EDUC 311
discuss creating classroom
environments that take into account
BOTH individualistic and collectivistic
cultures. The book, Managing Diverse
Classrooms, has been a wonderful
example of how teachers can support
students and families. Students
participate in weekly Socratic seminars
unpacking key themes and making
connections to their teaching. We
especially enjoy opportunities to spend
time talking outside.

Micah Wagner

“This year I am learning a lot
about middle level students
themselves and how I can
create a learning experience
that they will never forget!”

TEACHING ONLINE
Dr. Jennifer Fisler 

 



DR. MFUM-
MENSAH
P R O F E S S O R  S P O T L I G H T

CLASSES I TEACH
Cultural and Political Geography
Education in Sub-Saharan Africa
Sociocultural Perspectives on
Education
Advanced Sociocultural
Perspectives on Education
(Graduate)

Office: Boyer 404  Email: omfum-mensah@messiah.edu

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND
University of Toronto, Ph.D. 
University of Western Ontario, M.Ed.
University of Alberta, Course work 
toward M. Ed. 
Andrews University, B.A.

WHAT I DO FOR FUN
I love gardening, taking a stroll and
hiking. I do solo traveling as a
hobby and try to visit at least three
countries every summer.

RESEARCH INTERESTS
Postcolonial Studies 
Education Policies in the 
Developing World
Education and Social Development
Participatory Research with        
Marginalized Groups
Socio-historical analysis of Education
Development in Sub-Saharan Africa

   FAVORITE SCRIPTURE VERSE AND WHY
"Psalm 107
This psalms discusses four categories of people that found themselves in
distressed circumstances and how the Lord delivered them. Verses 3-7
provides a picture of some people who got lost in the wilderness and how
God came to their rescue and showed them the right way when they
called upon Him. Verses 10-14 explain how some people who rebelled
against the word of God found themselves in shackles and confined in
prison and when they called upon the Lord, He saved them; 17-20 note
that some fools because of their reckless living almost died of sickness
and when they cried unto the Lord He healed them; verses 23-30 describe
a distressed situation of some people who took perilous journeys to
foreign lands for a good cause and who found themselves almost lost on
the high seas because of an unforeseen storm. They cried to the Lord in
their distress and the Lord intervened and brought them to their desired
haven. Most of us can identify with one or more of these groups. The last
group makes us understand that perilous times in our lives could be
avenues for God to steer us to our desired haven. The experience of this
last group leads to me provide a snippet of how I found myself in the
discipline of education.
 
In the British system, one is mostly trapped in a discipline from high
school. I enrolled in high school as a science student and had the desire
to pursue scientific research. After my Advanced Level education, I got
admission to the Universities of Ghana at Legon and Cape Coast to pursue
biological sciences. After the National Service, I changed course and
enrolled in Adventist seminaries in Nigeria and Austria (a move that broke
my Dad’s heart for years as is typical of most Ghanaian fathers who wish
to live vicariously through their children).

I finally graduated with a Religion and History degree from Andrews
University in Michigan and served as a pastor with the Seventh-day
Adventists back in Ghana. During my tenure as the sole pastor of a
twenty-four church district, one of the remote communities I served
placed a request for the church to open a secondary school to help
impoverished children. I started the school with three students (the
school had seven additional students after two weeks of opening) and
taught Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Religion, and Social Studies while also
serving as the School Principal and pastor of the twenty-four churches. 

After two years (1996), I had some decisions to make. Once again I
changed course and went to University of Alberta in Edmonton, Canada to
pursue a Masters in Educational Policy Studies with the goal to go back to
Ghana to support my school and advocate for the education of the
marginalized. The rest is history. Today, this (now) publicly supported
residential church senior secondary school has a student population of
over 1000 of which 47% are girls.



Check Out This Children's Book!

When I first found this book, I immediately resonated with its cover because I was able to see a
representation of myself and my family. The cover has a Chinese family eating traditional Chinese
food for Chinese New Year. As an Asian American, I grew up celebrating Chinese New Years with
my family. I believe this book is a quality picturebook because both the illustrations and text play

an important role in creating a meaningful story. In one review, the writer describes how this
picturebook gives young readers an opportunity to compare their own celebrated holidays and
traditions to the family’s Chinese New Year's celebration, including the differences in foods. And

that the picturebook isn’t stereotypical either, while allowing students to understand the book on
their own. I completely agree with everything this reviewer has said because I think this

picturebook educates and allows readers to feel and empathize on the experiences that some
Chinese working families face, the traditions of Chinese New Years and how it is particularly

meaningful to this family, as well as allow young readers to compare their own traditions.  Author,
Li-Qiong Yu and illustrator, Zhu Chengliang are both Chinese creators of Children’s books
representing Chinese culture. In particular, Zhu Chengliang’s illustrations include Chinese

characteristics into his drawings. Their personal experience of being Chinese and celebrating
Chinese New Years allows young readers to be educated with authenticity, and as the reviewer

has mentioned, prevents stereotypes or inaccuracies of Chinese culture. I recommend this book
to all readers because it engages readers into the reunion of a Chinese migrant working family,

where the father comes home only once a year on Chinese New Year. Readers are invited to read
and see meaningful illustrations of Chinese New Years and why it is so important to this family.

Reviewed by: September Nguyen



TESOL MINOR
INFO NIGHT

OCTOBER 12TH
6:00 - 6:30 PM

BOYER 277

Come learn about the TESOL Minor from
current students and professors!

 

Would you like to teach English abroad?
Are you interested in becoming an ESL teacher?

Would you like to be better prepared to teach multilingual learners in your
future classroom?

Are you just curious? This meeting is for you!



2020 ELD
Standards

New from WIDA

This fall, teachers and students will experience the new 2020 WIDA
English Language Development Standards Framework for English
Learners. These standards had a delayed release this past spring.
They are similar to previous editions, but emphasizes "a commitment
to advancing the field of language development for multilingual
learners through a framework that supports equity and encourages
students’ assets."

"The 2020 WIDA Standards emphasize four
“Big Ideas” for curriculum development,
instruction, and assessment: 1) equity of
opportunity and access; 2) integration of
content and language; 3) collaboration
among stakeholders; and 4) creating a
functional approach to language
development. The resources included in this
edition offer practical strategies that allow
teachers of multilingual learners to explore
new ways to implement these four themes
into their everyday practice."

40 States are a part of the WIDA consortium. This means that they use the
standards and assessment for the Multilingual Learners in their state.

To learn more, or watch a
webinar, take a look page 4 of
Everybody's Kids-The
Pennsylvania Department Of
Education Newsletter regarding
English Learners.
ESL-Everybodys-Kids-Spring-
2021-Newsletter (center-
school.org)

Dr. Tina Keller

https://newsletters.center-school.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/ESL-Everybodys-Kids-Spring-2021-Newsletter.pdf

