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MY CHILD HAS HEARING LOSS –
WILL THEY TALK? by Emma Spronk

Frequently Asked Questions about 
Language Development of Deaf Children



ALL CHILDREN CAN THRIVE

- deaf children are not “broken”

- deaf individuals around the world thrive

- deaf children benefit from sign language and 
bilingualism



OVERVIEW

Frequently Asked Questions
1. What will help my child talk?

2. How can my child learn sign language if I 
don’t know it?

3. Can we see if cochlear implants (CIs) 
work before learning sign language?

4. What kind of language environment is 
ideal for my child?

Resources



WHAT WILL HELP MY CHILD 
TALK?

- deaf children who sign are better able to learn 
to speak 1,2 ,3

- visual language provides basis for learning 
spoken language2

2. Humphries, T., Kushalnagar, P., Mathur, G., Napoli, D. J., Rathmann, C., & Smith, S. (2019). Support for parents of deaf children: Common 
questions and informed, evidence-based answers. International Journal of Pediatric Otorhinolaryngology, 118, 134–142. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijporl.2018.12.036 

1. Hall, M. L., Hall, W. C., & Caselli, N. K. (2019). Deaf children need language, not (Just) speech: First Language, 39(4), 367–395. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/0142723719834102

3. Humphries, T., Kushalnagar, P., Mathur, G., Napoli, D. J., Padden, C., Rathmann, C., & Smith, S. (2015). Language choices for deaf infants: 
Advice for parents regarding sign languages. Clinical Pediatrics, 55(6), 513–517. https://doi.org/10.1177/0009922815616891



CAN MY CHILD LEARN SIGN 
LANGUAGE IF I DON’T KNOW IT?

- you don’t have to do it alone 

- interaction with native signers is very 
beneficial 1

- learning together through tutors

- find reliable instructors 1

1. Hall, M. L., Hall, W. C., & Caselli, N. K. (2019). Deaf children need language, not (Just) speech: First Language, 39(4), 367–
395. https://doi.org/10.1177/0142723719834102







GENERAL INFORMATION RESOURCES

a.American Society for Deaf Children
b.MyDeafChild.org

c. Hands & Voices

d.Babyhearing.org

e.National Association for the Deaf



AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE RESOURCES
Apps:
 theASLapp.com 

Youtube Channels:
 ASLThat
 Signed with Heart

Websites:
 ASL Connect (Gallaudet) 
 LifePrint
 SignItASL
 ASL Nook 
 Dawn Sign Press
 SigningSavvy
 RainoneSisters
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